Shilbottle Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Shilbottle  Parish Council held on
Wednesday 3 February 2021 at 7.00 p.m.
By wi-chat via Conference Call.
The Clerk welcomed everyone and explained the format of the meeting and handed over to the Acting Chair.
·  In the absence of the Chair who has just come out of hospital, Councillor Mrs Haddow chaired the meeting. 
· Present Councillors Mrs Haddow ,Mrs Hood, Mrs Lewis, Mrs Robertson, D Aitchison, P Burns and S Elliott.
· Apologies for Absence Councillors G Huggins and T.W. Scott
· Absent Councillor Mrs Robson
· There were no declarations of interest
· Feedback  from January 2021. Councillor Mrs Robertson asked for certain statements to be re- phrased and this was done prior to uploading to the website and placing on the notice board.
· The minutes were passed unanimously

· Correspondence  -
Letter from Caroline Johnson – Food share. Mrs Johnson asked the Parish Council for a donation towards the Foodshare, she has been organising in the village. She was requesting assistance in purchasing a freezer to store excess food.  Councillors agreed to donate the sum of £200 but could only issue a cheque when the organisation had a bank account. The Clerk would write to Mrs Johnson.

· Finance: The following accounts  for January were approved
									
· Daniel Metcalf   wages/cemetery fees				£621.78
· Greensite Services	-grass cutting					£265.63
· Greensite Services – caretaker					£450.00
· Greensite Services – preparation and filling of grave			£50.00
·  for interment
· Alastair Kidd	-play areas	 - 					£120.00
· 
· Community Hall – to ratify Council’s agreement to assist
 With running costs of Community Hall				£1000.00
· Councillor Mrs Haddow – inks/stationery/postage			£101.50
· Northumberland Estates -rent					£30.00
Typing error on last minutes should have read Play area maintenance
£355 not £388 

Finances were approved unanimously
.         
  Planning       Application for Summer house at 1 Kiln Lonnen. Councillor Burns assessed plans. The only issue was if services were required  Councillors  agreed with this assessment  and the Clerk forwarded comments.      

·  Finance Committee –			 Committee were asked to discuss priorities for coming year via wi-chat.  It was agreed to arrange a Conference call for Wednesday 10th at 2p.m. between Councillors Mrs Haddow, Lewis, Robertson, and Burns.
                                                             

· Feedback on play areas - 			 Councillor Huggins to continue liaising       with Alastair Kidd.  The Clerk had just received the report and would get back to Councillors if there was an issue. Councillor Mrs Robertson raised concerns about the area from which the waste bin had been removed at Middle Row play area. It was agreed to ask the play area inspector to investigate.

· Liaison with NCC				County Councillor Thorne/Mrs Haddow. Mrs Haddow has continued to liaise with Councillor Thorne. Councillor stated the villagers were pleased with works on the footpaths at Woodhouse and Grange Road.  

· Councillor Elliott raised issues of the new drains which had been installed on the road to Hampeth which were completely overgrown with grass and therefore the water was running straight down Church Bank and causing flooding.

· Councillor Aitchison raised the issue of long awaited dropped kerbs. Councillor Mrs Haddow stated she would email Councillor Thorne.

· Councillor Thorne had asked Councillor Mrs Haddow to inform the Council the NCC had received over £3.5million for education. Shilbottle had been earmarked to have the Mobile replaced.

· Update on involvement with police   	Councillors Mrs Robson/Aitchison.  
· Text to police re trouble on Northside and early morning car racing along Grange Road and Ashfield terrace. Awaiting a report from Katie Gerard.

· Cemetery                                               Councillor Mrs Haddow asked to convene a  meeting  via wi- chat to publish cemetery rules for all villagers and arrange signage etc.  The meeting will take place at 10 a.m. on Tuesday 16th February between Councillors Mrs Haddow, Hood, Lewis, Burns and Elliott. The  Job description has been completed by Clerk, Chair, Vice Chair and members of Cemetery committee for the role of village/cemetery caretaker.  This will be placed on the website and new notice board.


· Bus Shelter					Councillors Mrs Robertson/Mrs Haddow who have asked Councillor Thorne to progress the issue.
· 
· Dog Fouling / Litter				All Councillors for designated areas. Seems to be more and more `deposits’ Councillor Mrs Lewis to monitor and to investigate how other villages overcome this problem.  It was agreed to ask Councillor Thorne if he can get us any posters from County. There will also be a whole page item in the Newsletter.

· Homes for Northumberland                             Councillor Mrs Hood/Aitchison. 
Since discussions with Homes for Northumberland more lettings seem to have taken place. Simon Crossthwaite has agreed to send advice for newsletter.	

· Notice board 				Councillor Mrs Haddow stated that the Notice board is at Haven awaiting erection by Clive. Awaiting suitable weather and ground conditions. Councillor Aitchison will assist.

· Newsletter					A  meeting of editorial team via wi chat  will be convened to produce a newsletter before Easter. This will take place at 2 p.m. on 17 February between Councillors Mrs Haddow, Hood and Lewis.


· Advertising for new village and cemetery caretaker.  – Job descriptions complete and ready to be advertised.

· Any other item to be heard at the discretion of the Chair.

Date of next meeting to be confirmed as Wednesday 3 March 2021. Time and venue dependant upon  Covid regulations at this time.

Daniel Metcalf, CLERK
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