
Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee 
Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 14th of April 2026 at 7:00 pm, Gilsland Village Hall
Present: Cllr M Ridley (Chair), Cllr A Whitehead (Vice-Chair), Cllr A Sharp, Cllr H Maxted, Cllr A Dale In Attendance: Emma Ackroyd (Clerk), Jan Birks (Deputy Clerk), Sean Glenton (Cemetery Keeper)

25/26 Apologies for Absence Apologies received from Cllr J Wigham and Cllr D Keen.

26/26 Declarations of Interest None declared.

27/26 Matters Arising from Previous Minutes None discussed.

28/26 Minutes from Previous Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 24th of February 2026 were reviewed.
It was noted that the minutes contained errors it was agreed that the minutes would be corrected and brought back to the next meeting for approval.

29/26 Clerk’s Report & Correspondence
The Clerk presented the report, including:
· Feedback from the visit to Hexham Cemetery, noting operational efficiencies including use of a digger and soil boxes. 
· Ongoing issues regarding a cancelled cheque for an allotment payment. Clerk investigating and to follow up with resident. 
· Allotment waiting list update, no response received from next applicant; members agreed to progress to the next person on the list. 
· Update on memorial safety inspections and communication with families. 
· Initial review of Greenhead Cemetery records, with potential support identified to assist with cross-referencing burial and deed registers. 
Members discussed the findings and agreed further work would be beneficial. Clerk to follow up on payment issue and allotment allocation.

30/26 Cemetery Matters
30/26.01 Exclusive Rights & Transfers
Applications for exclusive rights and memorials were presented. C/S 9 & C/S 11
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr A Dale – Approved

30/26.02 Cemetery Report
The Cemetery Keeper provided an update on operations.
Members discussed:
· Ongoing issues with ground conditions and grave levelling. 
· Potential improvements to working methods following Hexham visit. 
· Need for additional grave shoring equipment. 
Clerk to obtain prices for additional shoring equipment.



31/26 Allotments
31/26.01 Allotment Updates
Members noted:
· One vacant allotment remains unallocated due to lack of response from applicant. 
· Agreed to contact the next person on the waiting list without delay. 
Clerk to progress allocation.

32/26 Reports on Financial Matters
32/26.01 Balances, Income & Expenditure
Members reviewed the financial position.
It was noted that:
· Current balance remains positive, though concerns were raised regarding cash flow prior to receipt of precept contributions. 
· Income for the year was slightly above projections; however, overall expenditure continues to exceed income. 
· Ongoing monitoring required due to financial pressures and uncertainty of burial income. 

32/26.02 Payments for Approval
Payments listed were presented. Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr A Sharp – Approved

32/26.03 Online Payment Account – Additional Approver
Members discussed the need for an additional approver.
It was agreed to add Cllr H Maxted to the bank mandate and as an authorised approver.
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr A Dale – Approved
Clerk to progress mandate update.

32/26.04 Budget Review / Year-End Summary
Members reviewed the year-end summary.
It was noted that:
· The financial position is better than anticipated but remains challenging. 
· Concerns remain regarding future sustainability, equipment replacement, and lack of contingency. 
· A dedicated finance meeting was recommended. 
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr A Whitehead – Approved
Finance meeting to be arranged.

33/26 Land Registration – Haltwhistle & Greenhead Cemeteries
An update was provided.
Members noted ongoing discussions regarding completing the process, including potential alternative cost options.



34/26 Any Other Business
· Grave shoring equipment: discussed under Cemetery Matters. 
· Grave levelling priorities: agreed focus should be on high-risk areas. 
· Staffing and operational reviews: ongoing. 

35/26 Date & Time of Next Meeting
Main meeting scheduled for:
Tuesday 26th of May Finance Meeting 5pm – Council Offices
Tuesday 9th of June 2026 7pm – Lambley Village Hall

Confidential Matters
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr A Sharp – Approved

36/26.01 Staffing Matters Discussed in confidential session.

36/26.02 Other Confidential Matters
Financial sustainability and operational matters discussed.
No formal decisions recorded.

Meeting closed at 8:30pm

Clerk: Ms Emma Ackroyd
Email: burialclerk@haltwhistletowncouncil.org
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