Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
3rd March 2025
APPROVED MINUTES
	Interests
	Present 


	Cllr A Sharp
Cllr M Ridley
Cllr D Rogan-Mackie Cllr S Dalglish
	Cllr S Nixon
Cllr K Teasdale
Cllr G Heppell
Cllr A Cheverst
	Cllr J Sheils
Cllr I Hutchinson 
Ms Emma Ackroyd - Clerk
2 members of the public

	
	42/25
	Apologies for absence: None 

	
	43/25
	Public Questions – No questions

	
	44/25
	Declarations of Interest 
The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes.  

	
	45/25
	Minutes of the meeting 
Minutes from the meeting on 3rd February 2025 were approved.
Proposed: Cllr G Heppell Seconded: Cllr K Teasdale AGREED.

	
	46/25
	[bookmark: _Hlk102401201]Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda
No matters arising that were not covered elsewhere in the agenda.

	
	47/25
	Grounds Report
47/25.01 Grounds Meeting 3rd February 2025
Key resolutions from the grounds meeting included:
· The grounds maintenance contract with Northumberland County Council (NCC) remains unsigned pending further breakdown details. 
· The damaged burn fence has been repaired.
· The West End bus shelter grant remains unconfirmed. Clerk to follow up with Neil Easton.
· Solar lighting at Comb Hill: Discussion regarding replacing solar lighting with electric lighting. Further details needed.
· Power at War Memorial: Clerk to contact Paul Jones for an update.
· Community Workers: Concerns about their availability since Christmas. Clerk to confirm their schedule and request work in town areas.
· Tree Survey: Tyne Valley Woodlands to carry out a survey.
· Bike track requires maintenance; to be added to community workers' tasks.
· Public seating: Pressure washing of benches added to the community workers' list.
· Christmas lights: The Chamber of Trade (COT) has offered to purchase three additional lights. HTC to provide a contribution.
Proposed: Cllr S Dalglish Seconded: Cllr M Ridley AGREED.

6/25.02 Public Seating and Bus Shelter
Nothing further to add from grounds meeting discussion
6/25.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities
Nothing further to add from grounds meeting discussion

	
	48/25
	Northumberland County Council (NCC)
48/25.01 County Council Report 
· Awaiting update on streetlight issues from NCC Estates.
· Query raised regarding tree removal at caretaker’s cottage. Cllr I Hutchinson to investigate.
48/25.02 Asset Transfer
· The asset transfer is progressing.

	

	49/25
	Police in Haltwhistle 
· Low levels of antisocial behaviour reported.
· Meeting with Kate Benson scheduled for May.

	
	50/25
	Neighbourhood Plan
· Progress made on defining conservation areas.
· Further discussions needed before presenting plans publicly.




	
	51/25
	Borderlands Projects 
· Swimming Pool: Grant application submitted for plant room upgrades 
· Burn signage: Application in progress.
· School application: Proposal to convert the old school to a bunkhouse and community space.
· Solar park: Recent submission under review.

	
	52/25
	Monthly Councillor Surgery
The next session scheduled for 22nd March. Volunteers: Cllr J Sheils, Cllr G Heppell, Cllr M Ridley.

	
	53/25
	Burn Field Village Green Working Group
Agreement to commission tree surveys via Tyne Valley Woodlands.

	





	54/25
	Planning Applications         
Park Road development: This is a reserved matters application concerning access and design, Clerk to request an extension to allow for proper review time.

	
	
	Other Planning Matters
None

	
	55/25
	Grant Requests
· School grant request: Applicant to be invited to a future meeting and submit a balance sheet.
· Warm Hub grant: Awaiting further information from Andy Hugman.
· Foodbank grant: Approved £250 donation.
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp Seconded: Cllr A Cheverst

	
	56/25.01
	Financial Matters
· Bank balances was reviewed however clerk did not have access to bank account at the time of preparing papers, this has since been resolved

	
	57/25.02
	Other Financial Matters
· Interest account details discussed.

	
	58/25
	Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee 
The constitution has been approved and circulated to the parishes.

	AS
	59/25
	Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre
· Asset transfer: No progress.
· Solar panel project: Under exploration.

	
	60/25
	Media: No significant updates.

	
	39/25
	Correspondence
Several items of correspondence were reviewed, including Correspondence from the Chamber of Trade confirming their commitment to additional Christmas lights funding. An update from the local police regarding community engagement plans and ongoing patrols. An inquiry from a resident regarding road repairs near the Burn, to be addressed in the next meeting.


	
	40/25
	Any Other Business (AOB)
· Ambulance service issues to be discussed with county councillors

	
	41/25
	Next Meeting: 
· Town Council Meeting: Monday 7th April 2025 at 6:30 pm
· Grounds Meeting: Monday 24th March 2025 at 10:00 am
Meeting Closed at 9:05pm
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