LITTLE WENLOCK PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 12TH FEBRUARY, 2007, AT 8.00 p.m. IN THE VILLAGE HALL, LITTLE WENLOCK.

PRESENT: 
Councillors Mr. G. Chancellor in the Chair, Mrs. H. Betts, 

Miss J. Seymour and Mr. J. Roberts.

Mr. J. F. Marcham – Parish Clerk

625) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies.

626) DECLARATION OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest in any item specified on the agenda.

627) MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 8TH JANUARY 2007.

It was resolved that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th January 2007 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

628) PARISH CONCERNS

Mr. Steve Southgate, of Braggers Hill Cottage, presented the Council with a final outline plan for the proposed development on which he would be submitting an application in the coming month.

Mr. Mike Dean raised concerns about dog fouling outside his property in The Alley.  Cllr. Betts reported that there were similar problems in Spout Lane. It was agreed to contact the Dog Warden and to invite him to the Annual Parish meeting on 23rd April 2007.  If he could not attend that meeting then to invite him to the Parish Council meeting on 2nd April at 7.30 p.m.

629) CLERK’S REPORT

ZURICH MUNICIPAL INSURANCE.

The Clerk reported that Zurich Municipal Insurance had extended the Public Liability section on LWPC’s policy to cover the benches owned by LWPC. It was agreed not to take out insurance against damage to the benches.

CLERK’S TRAINING.

It was agreed to fund the cost of a residential week-end training course for the Clerk to be held in the autumn; two training evenings for the Clerk and to purchase a copy of Charles Arnold Baker’s “Local Council Administration”.
NALC.

It was agreed to adopt the Legal Topic Note LTN33 Dated April 2005 dealing with retention of documents required for the audit of Parish Councils.
RURAL TRANSPORT OFFICER MEETING.

The Clerk met with Charlotte Bone on Tuesday 16th January. Charlotte Bone will meet the Council at 7.30 p.m. on Monday 12th March to discuss the survey regarding Wrekin Connect Bus Services and the siting of a transport information point.
The Clerk reported that he had spoken to Ellie Gormley about highway issues within the parish and specifically about speed activated signs.  The Clerk will respond to Ellie Gormley and point out that T&W had said a year ago that they would explore the issue of speed activated signs but that nothing had materialised.  He will request that T&W explore the use of solar and wind generated signs as a matter of urgency.

websites hosted by Telford & Wrekin Council

Whilst LWPC did not wish to avail itself of the offer from T&W to host its web site, it does want T&W to provide appropriate links on its site. The Clerk will contact.

SALC ELECTION PACK

SALC had provided an election pack for 3rd May 2007 and Cllr. Chancellor undertook to make up packs of information for prospective candidates within the parish as well as to copy and put up posters.

630) PLANNING  


To consider a planning application by Veolia Environmental Services. Proposal: Variation of conditions 6 & 8 of planning permission W92/0903 to extend the period of time for the disposal of controlled waste to 20 years and restoration of site to 21 years from date of commencement.

Little Wenlock Parish Council would have no objection to the application to extend the life of the landfill site subject to two conditions, namely:

· That the original restoration plan for the landfill is reviewed and updated with statutory rights of way (rather than just permissive paths) clearly defined to include footpaths and bridleways providing clear and logical links with existing roads and rights of way (as previously discussed with Veolia) on a definitive map.

· That the Coalmoor DPP site that forms part of the original Candles coal extraction and landfill application (along with the Swan Farm Washery and other local sites) is finally restored to agricultural use as set out in that application and subsequently amended by a time extension to August 2007 on appeal.

If these two conditions are not imposed, we would be compelled to object to the application.
631) BOROUGH LIAISON

There were no reports or consultations to respond to.

632) INDIVIDUAL UPDATES

Cllr. Roberts reported that gulleys had not been cleaned out in the parish for a long time and that no road sweeping had taken place recently, despite the scheduled six sweeps a year.

It was agreed that the Clerk will write to the Environmental Maintenance and Highways Departments to resolve the issue, requesting that the roads be swept before the gulleys are emptied to maximise effectiveness.

Cllr. Roberts reported that there had been complaints following the recent heavy snow that no snow ploughing had taken place.  He said that Richard Roberts has the contract to do this and when he phoned for permission to clear the roads he was told not to. It was agreed that the Clerk will write a letter to T&W to clarify the situation and ask for an explanation as to why the rural roads were not ploughed on this occasion.

Cllr. Seymour reported waste dumping (fly-tipping) on private land in the New Works area.  The Parish Council agreed to inform the landowners so they could look into the situation.

Cllr. Betts reported that she had received no response from Ken Smith regarding the grass cutting contract.  She will inform him that we need this by the next meeting so the contract can be in place by 31st March or we may be forced to let it elsewhere.

Cllr. Betts reported that there were more potholes along the Coalmoor Road in the areas of heaviest lorry traffic. The Clerk will report to T&W for action.

Cllr. Betts agreed to remain as the Parish Council representative on the Village Hall Committee but will inform the committee that there will have to be a change after the election in May.

Cllr. Chancellor requested that the Clerk write a letter to our MP to support John Penrose in the introduction of a Ten Minute Rule on Rural Tranquillity.

Cllr. Chancellor showed the Council the leaflet for the Bench Walks.   A page about the Bench Walks will be added to the Parish Web site with the facility for comments to be added by walkers.  He and the Clerk will invite representatives from local parishes and other interested parties to the March 17 launch and arrange the necessary catering.

Cllr. Betts suggested that a village walk round the Benches could be organised at a future date and agreed to consult with Sharon Pickering.

633) FINANCE

The following payments were authorised:

Madeley Print Shop

Web updates & renew domain name

£32.99

Madeley Print Shop

Newsletter Blanks




£294.00

E.On



Quarterly Maintenance Charge


£131.39

E.On



Work carried out




£138.16

Npower


Energy consumed




£6.55

Npower


Energy consumed




£12.84

Npower


Energy consumed




£86.89

Raby sawmill


Christmas Tree




£76.38

SALC



2 packs of posters




£6.00

SALC



2 training courses




£30.00

John F. Marcham

Clerk’s salary





£122.40

Customs & Revenue

Tax on clerk’s salary




£34.52

634) DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 12th March at 8.00 pm in the Village Hall, preceded by a 7.30 p.m. meeting with Charlotte Bone (Rural Transport Officer) and a police surgery commencing at 6.30 p.m. 

