OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

News Letter – January 2022

Breaking News - Conservation Area Progress

After some lengthy delays, we have now received confirmation from the County Council that formal consultation is due to commence on proposals for establishing a Conservation Area for Ovington. The consultation is being organised and administered by the County Council.

The Parish Council understands that an online consultation page will be going live from 9am on Tuesday 1st February. This will contain a feedback questionnaire which can be completed online. The County Council have also confirmed that, as part of the consultation, all residents are to receive an explanatory letter (with link to the online consultation page), a map of the proposed Conservation Area boundary and a set of ‘Frequently Asked Questions’. A paper copy of the questionnaire will also be included for those residents who prefer to return their comments that way rather than online. It is understood that the letter and documents will be arriving in the post next week and the consultation period will run till Monday 14th March at 5pm. 

Subject to any developments in the Covid position, it is hoped that a public meeting will be able to be arranged at some stage during the consultation period. This will be attended by officers from the County Council who will be able to provide more information and answer questions. The meeting will be publicised once arrangements are able to be made. 

For any residents interested in finding out more about  the background to the proposed Conservation Area, a detailed supporting document was prepared by the Parish Council back in 2020 and a copy of this is available to view online on the Parish Council’s website at - https://www.hugofox.com/community/ovington-parish-council-7950/documents-for-information/

Anyone preferring to see a paper copy of the document, please contact the Parish Clerk, Julie Parkes, at Greenacres.  

The consultation is a welcome and positive step and all residents are encouraged to participate. 


Planning Update - Proposed detached garage and extension of domestic curtilage at land north of Moor View Cottage (application reference DM/21/03081/FPA)

At the time of writing, this application has still not been decided. Following concerns raised by a number of village residents, the Parish Council and the County Council’s Landscape Officer, the applicant has submitted a revised plan (all those who submitted comments on the original plan should have been notified by the County Council about the revised plan and given an opportunity to submit further comments).

Unfortunately, the proposals are still problematic and a further objection is to be lodged by the Parish Council by the deadline of 1st February.  


Digital Broadband update 

Please see below the latest update from Dave Bottoms

After recent liaison discussions in December with key parties, here is the latest news.
The supplier we had been teamed up with previously (FACTCO) have now delivered/ are delivering  on their two projects to Northumbria (Amble and Cambois) and based on Facebook traffic residents there seem to be impressed by the broadband speeds they are now attaining.
Now those residents are being connected it is expected that by early January, FACTCO will be requesting the DCMS (Department of Culture, Media and Sport) to proceed with other projects that they have ‘parked’ in a high state of readiness, one of them being ours.
The DCMS will then review FACTCO’s request taking into consideration a number of factors (one is to get residents connected through the quickest mechanism possible where projects are already well developed). If they approve the request, this ‘green light’ should arrive by the end of January/ February and at that stage, all being well, we would be provided with the on-line ‘Vouchers’ described previously which, if you desire high speed broadband, you can ‘pledge’ to FACTCO. When FACTCO rock up to your door with a high-speed connection, you would ultimately then be expected to commit to their package that suits your needs best.  
FACTCO advise that once that stage has been reached, they are already in a position to start work immediately on laying cable to our communities and they would expect to connect up their first properties/ residents by late spring/ early summer of 2022.
As stated previously, if this so called ‘Voucher Priority Area (VPA)’ status will be granted to us by the DCMS (provided FACTCO’s delivery on their Northumbria targets is accepted) it will be the quickest way for us to receive high-speed broadband.
FACTCO have confirmed they will honour the speed packages/ prices previously offered.

The alternative, if FACTCO fail to deliver in January or their application in January is rejected by the DCMS, will be to line up in a queue with other communities to discover where/ when in the DCMS’s new project, our own communities would feature. We do not know who that new supplier would be yet and when we do, they would need to repeat all the preparatory work already completed by FACTCO, so I very much doubt any of the communities in that new project will see high-speed broadband through that new supplier until 2023.







Village Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 

The Parish Council and the Village Hall Committee are planning to meet to discuss preparations for the Queens Platinum Jubilee, this will be held on the first Sunday in June. We would welcome suggestions from people in the village as to how this very special event should be celebrated and any offers of support in the preparation and on the day would be most welcome. Please contact: Barbara Levett or Julie Parkes.

Rural Crime

As residents may be aware there has been a house burglary in the village, albeit this is a rare occurrence in Ovington. We have also been made aware of increased anti social behaviour on neighbouring farms.
The Parish Council request all residents to be vigilant and would like residents views in relation to revitalising our neighbourhood watch scheme.



