Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
6th June 2022
APPROVED MINUTES

	Interests
	Present 

18.05
	Cllr A Sharp

Cllr M Ridley

Cllr J Elliott 
Cllr J Clark
	Cllr M Hodgson

Cllr J Hunter
Cllr M Forrest
Cllr C Moore
	County Cllr I Hutchinson
Clerk – Susan Saunders

1 member of public

3 members from fire service

	
	115/22
	Apologies for absence, Cllr G Ridley, Cllr I Stott, Cllr C Banks, Cllr T Christie
 

	
	116/22
	Fire Service

Three members of the fire service attended to update and answer questions.

It was explained that resources were allocated on a Risk and Population basis. There is 50% higher population in the southeast of the county and so they have 24/7 services. The less populated areas have an on call service. When a call comes in, the appliance (fire engine) will be despatched only if it has the requisite skill set to man it.

The biggest issue the service has is recruiting retained members. This is partly down to employers not being able to allow staff to leave at a moment’s notice to attend to a call out. Haltwhistle is operated by retained workers so, when they cannot attend, it is up to other stations to attend such as Hexham and Allendale.

Another aspect of the fire crew’s work is home visits to discuss fire safety issues and advice on smoke alarms. Whilst undertaking this, they can also undertake safe guarding issues and report back to the appropriate body if there is an issue where someone is in need of help. For example, they can report if someone looks like they would benefit from equipment around the house to improve their mobility.

	
	117/22
	Public Questions – It was reported that drains were blocked for a resident on Capel Ave. members thought this was an issue for Karbon Homes and proposed to contact them and ask them to address it.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp             SECONDED Cllr C Moore                 AGREED                                                                   

	
	118/22
	Declarations of Interest 

The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes.  

	
	119/22
	Minutes of the meeting for approval held on:                                                       
Monday 9th May 2022                                                                                  

PROPOSED Cllr   J Clark                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                AGREED                                                                   

	
	120/22
	Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the current agenda 
Cllr E Walton was nominated from the Burial committee to the Haltwhistle Town council staffing committee.

	
	121/22
	Grounds Meeting
121/22.01 Grounds Report 30th May 2022
1. Land at Tyne – to confirm plan of area and discuss usage prior to a meeting with NCC.

Proposal: To respond to NCC with the plan and arrange an initial walk around meeting.

PROPOSED Cllr   J Elliott                SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                AGREED 

ACTION – Clerk to organise a meeting.                                                                
2. Orchard Gardens 

Proposal: To instruct a local contractor to undertake some tidying and draw up a plan for consideration at the precept meeting in January.

PROPOSED Cllr   M Hodgson                SECONDED Cllr M Forrest               AGREED 

ACTION – Clerk to contact local contractors and obtain quotes.
3. Jubilee Seat 
Proposal: to approve the siting of a Jubilee seat in Coronation Park and choose the appropriate one. Order replacement plaques where required. 
It was agreed to purchase a Glasdon seat and order a Jubilee plaque at £68. The donations from Berry (£250) and Diana Robison (£125) will be allocated to this project.

PROPOSED Cllr   J Hunter                SECONDED Cllr J Elliott               AGREED 

ACTION- Clerk to order seat and plaque and inform the donators.
4. Berry seat at Newholme Road.
Proposal: It as proposed that the council accept the ongoing maintenance of the seat if Berry organise the siting of it at the bottom of Newholme Road, facing upwards.

PROPOSED Cllr   A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley               AGREED 

ACTION- Clerk to inform Berry.
5. Tyne View/Tyne View Road sign – 

Proposal – to ask NCC to consider the request and send a plan/map to indicate the roads.
PROPOSED Cllr   A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley               AGREED 

ACTION- Cllr Elliott to produce a map to show exactly where the signs would be required.
6.  Dog bin, Moor View – A request was received from a resident through Guy Opperman for a bin. There are already 2 bins near Moor View, one at Elim Hall and one on the metal bridge. The clerk has responded to say the town does have quite a lot of bins already. Members agreed to respond to say they would not consider placing any more in this area
121/22.02 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities – A request has been made for a sanitary bin to be placed in the ladies toilets. It was agreed to ask NCC.
121/22.03 Public Seating and Bus Shelters.

	
	122/22
	Northumberland County Council
Cllr Hutchinson was asked about the recent Jubilee event at Cawfields and why it was closed to the public. He explained that it had been a private event booked by Northumberland County Council and other bodies and it had been kept secret to ensure uninvited residents did not turn up, potentially causing parking issues. It was suggested that perhaps it would have been better to publish it as a private event so that locals knew they would not be allowed in. 

	
	123/22
	Police in Haltwhistle
Cllr Forrest requested that she would like to invite the Chief Constable for an open meeting with the residents of Haltwhistle.

PROPOSED Cllr   M Forrest                SECONDED Cllr J Hunter             AGREED 

ACTION- Clerk to send an invite

	
	124/22
	Local MP Reporting

The council have been sent contact details if they wish to report anything to Guy Opperman for him to raise. It was suggested Guy’s details are placed on the council website.

	
	125/22
	Play Zone Grant

Northumberland County Council have been given the opportunity to put in a bid for grant money specifically for certain target areas in sport. Haltwhistle has been highlighted as one of the considered areas. The Leisure Centre is sending an expression of interest and ask that the Town Council endorse this. Members agreed.

PROPOSED Cllr   J Elliott                SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson                AGREED 



	
	126/22
	Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
The weekend proved to be very successful with the community and charity groups working well together. Cllr Hodgson would like to produce some photobooks of the events which can be shown through the library.
The groups need to meet to finalise the accounts of the events and agree on the split of any monies remaining.

	AS

AS
	127/22


	Planning Applications
22/01739 Hill House – Tree preservation order to fell beech tree. – No Objection.

22/01752 – The Old Police Station – demolition of garages and construction of building for office and storage. – No Objection.

22/01765 – Ashcroft Cottage – Extension and renovation of existing dwelling. No Objection.

22/01876 – Beech Holme, replace existing flat roof with pitched roof. No Objection
No objection was agreed for the above plans.

PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley                SECONDED Cllr C Moore                AGREED 

22/01638 – Change of use from undertakers to dwelling, Elim Hall.
Cllr Sharp declared an interest and took no part in the vote.
No Objection was agreed.

PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley                SECONDED Cllr J Elliott                AGREED 

	
	
	Other Planning Matters

22/00902 – 22 Greencroft -porch to front single storey to rear – GRANTED

127/22.01 Northumberland National Park Consultation –  Members agreed that there has been an astronomical increase in car park charges and would like the NNPA to address this.

PROPOSED Cllr   J Elliott                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                AGREED          

127/22.02 Neighbourhood Plan – It was agreed to have a meeting on a Monday or Wednesday afternoon. The clerk will organise.                 

	
	128/22
	Media Communication Group
Cllr J Elliott, M Hodgson and A Sharp agreed to be part of the group.

	
	129/22
	Burn Field Village Green Working Group

The following proposals were considered.

1. To attend a meeting with all parties of the mediation agreement with no more than 2 councillors.

2. To plant the trees offered by the residents and plant along the area marked in red on the plan.

3. To instruct someone to clear the lower branches of the beech trees.

4. To reinforce to NCC that the embankment, handrail and bridge need addressing on the southeast side of the burn field.

5. To order 2 A4 signs with the suggested wording to be placed in the 2 areas marked in blue on the plan.

6. To confirm NCC only cut the cycle track, including the return path, and not the wild area in section 6 on the plan.
Members agreed the above.
PROPOSED Cllr   J Elliott                SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson                AGREED 
ACTION – Clerk to report back to the group and inform The Leisure Centre.                                                                

	
	85/22
	Reports on Financial Matters

[image: image1.png]inancial Matters:

£
130/22.01 [Bank and cash balances as at 31st May 2022
Current Account 64,199.44]
[ToTAL 64,199.44]
130//.02  Receipts since last meeting Included above
Berry Ltd 250.00 For Jubilee

Pay\method Incl VAT

130/22.03 [Accounts for payment 6th June 2022 £ Includedin Balance Above
F Parker Direct 50.00|Jubilee Balloons
[Total 90.00|

Not Included Above
79.06|lubilee party boxes

Starlight packaging - to SMS

HDIBC 266.20| April Maintenance
HDIBC 309.60| May Inspections
Chamber of Trade 760.00| Grant for leaflets
PPH 63.97] fence stain, heras fencing
NCCare included but have not invoi
Monthly Amounts 3,313.14|work as yet.
Total 4,751.97|

[TOTAL | 3,881.97]





The payments of £4881.79 were approved.
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                                   SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson            AGREED                                 
85/22.04 Bank Reconciliation/Income & Expenditure as at 31st May 2022. - Noted

                          

	
	
	 Other Financial Matters
130/22.05.01 Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2021/2022        

130/22.05.02 To consider and agree any actions arising from the report of the internal auditor                                                                                    

130/22.05.03 To approve the Annual Governance Statement                  

130/22.05.04 To approve the draft annual accounts for 2021/2022                     

130/22.05.05 To approve the Accounting Statement and Explanation of Variance
The above statements were approved.

PROPOSED Cllr M Forrest                                  SECONDED Cllr M Ridley            AGREED                                 

	
	131/22
	Saturday Surgery - Nothing to report, the next one is in September and will be advertised on Facebook.

	
	132/22
	Haltwhistle Partnership

The Partnership have been awarded The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service and members will attend a ceremony at Alnwick Castle.

	
	133/22
	Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee – The committee are meeting at venues in the various parishes represented.
Cllr J Elliott is now the allotment representative.

	
	134/22
	Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre – the plant fare was a great success and the children’s pool party for the Jubilee was sold out almost immediately.

	
	135/22
	Correspondence received since last Council meeting
There is an NCC inequalities event that members have been invited to attend. Cllr J Elliott will be in attendance and offered to report back at the next meeting.

	
	136/22
	Council Meetings

The council meeting was held in the Old Booking Office which is at a cost of £10 per meeting. However, having tried it out, it was felt that the room was in fact too small to accommodate the full council. The hospital room is £35 per meeting and the library is £30 per meeting. Members agreed to continue to use the library and to book the dates to the end of the year.
PROPOSED Cllr M Forrest                                  SECONDED Cllr M Ridley            AGREED                                 

	
	137/22
	Other Matters 

The Chamber of Trade have emailed the following requests:
1. Are there any more EV ponts being considered and would it be worthwhile seaking with Coop and Sainsburys?
Members agreed to ask NCC and potentially write to Coop and Sainsburys.

2. More Dog waste bins.

Council to respond to say it is at its limit and dog waste can be placed in normal bins.

3. Defibrillator responsibility.

To advise that all is in hand and to contact Ellen at The partnership for more details.

4. Signage improvement.

Members will look at this and send recommendations to NCC.

	
	138/22

	Dates and times of next meetings

Town Council Meeting – Monday 4th July 2022 – 6.30 – 

Grounds Meeting – Monday 27th June 2022 – 10.00 HTC office
The meeting closed at 9.00pm.
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