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GP Partner Update.  The Chair apologised for her misunderstanding that Dr Matthews was going to attend this meeting.  Dr Bassett was able to announce that the male GP applicant who was mentioned at the last meeting, has now agreed to join the Practice, initially as a salaried GP but with a view to becoming a full time Partner.  He is in his 30’s, lives fairly locally and has 2 primary school aged children.  He is currently working as a salaried GP, and will need to give 3 months notice to his current Practice.  When he joins Brown Clee, Dr Bassett will resign from the Practice although he may oversee the handover period.   Dr Bassett is very pleased that this will ensure the future of the Practice under a Partnership which will comprise a full time male GP and two part-time female GPs, which is a good balance to serve the needs of patients.  
A patient reported that he had visited the Practice the morning after the heavy snowfall last week.  Not only had Dr Bassett cleared a path to the door, he was in Reception ready to help patients, after having slept the night there.  This, as usual, goes way above what might normally be expected.  
There was a question later in the meeting about the position of Dr Railton, who currently works on contract to the Practice, and it is thought any decision would be made by the new Partnership.   The PPG committee also acknowledged that it will need to take active steps to ensure that a strong relationship is maintained between the new Partnership and the PPG.  We are informed that Dr Matthews (and possibly Dr Bravey) will attend the next meeting in April with Dr Bassett.  
There was also a question about what impact this would have on the work of the  Community Society which has been organising to raise funds to buy the premises.  Elisabeth Buggins explained that the Society were ready to talk to the new Partnership to see how they wanted to go forward.  The Society has everything in place to go ahead and are open to work alongside the new Partnership to deliver whatever outcome they would like to see.  

Matters arising from the last meeting
· Judith Miles who has taken on the role of Treasurer, was welcomed to the committee.
· There is still one committee vacancy, and the Chair asked for anyone who might be willing and able to take on the role of Membership Secretary considers asking about this.  Full support will be given to any new committee member.  
· Ade Robinson’s talk was well attended and raised £203 for the Garden Project.  This money will likely be used for landscaping activities and materials.  
· ‘Flu vaccinations clinic  - there was excellent support from patients when the Practice asked for help with marshalling the car parking during a major vaccination day.  As it turned out, the day ran very smoothly, and marshalls were not really needed.  The Chair has spoken to the Practice and said that PPG members are happy to help in future, but would want to be involved in the planning at an earlier stage to ensure that the right level of resource was mobilised.
· Access to Ditton Priors surgery between 5.30 pm and 6.30 pm is by knocking on the door.  Staff are there, but the door is closed for security reasons.

Women’s Health Talk  - following on from Lisa Davies’s talk at the PPG she agreed to do a session on Menopause and health related issues.  This was held in the Pavillion in November 2025, and attended by 19 women.  Lisa created a really safe environment where women were comfortable to ask questions and talk about issues and problems.  Some women were unable to attend due to work commitments, and so a second session is now to be held on 11th March at 7-8 pm in the Pavillion.  Contact the PPG to book a place as attendance is limited to 20.  

Parish Paths Partnership (P3 groups)  – talk from Bob Williams  Bob and his group of volunteers have been clearing and maintaining the network of paths in the Ditton Priors Parish for almost 30 years, and in that time have made over 35 miles of footpaths accessible and well used.  He is now giving up his role, which will be taken on by Colin Barton-Smith (contact details available on the Parish Council website), but more volunteers (male and female) are needed.  Bob was applauded by the whole audience who acknowledged his tremendous contribution to the health and wellbeing of the population of Ditton Priors.  He stressed that P3 groups could be set up in any Parish and that Shropshire Council will provide training, materials and support.  

The benefits of Tai Chi – Jenny Joyner has run a Tai Chi class in Ditton Priors Village Hall since 2019, and explained how this can offer much wider health benefits than exercise alone.  The class is open to anyone of any age and ability.  Movements are slow and gentle, all whilst standing.  They help develop balance, memory, muscle strength and joint flexibility.  A couple of long-time students in the audience spoke of how beneficial they find the class for maintaining their health and providing an opportunity for mindful movement using body and brain together.   Mondays 10.30 – 11.30 Ditton Priors Village Hall.  For more information please contact the PPG.

Any other business – In response to a question from the floor it was strongly agreed that the PPG will organise a patient-wide collection to mark the retirement of Dr Bassett.  The Chair noted that this was the 10th anniversary of her involvement with the PPG and thanked her husband, the PPG committee and the individuals who regularly help with the management of meetings for their support.  She also stressed recognised how important the high level of patient attendance at meetings is to the PPG in its attempts to remain relevant and significant.  

Date of next meeting – the next meeting will be Tuesday 21st April at 7.00 pm    






Brown Clee PPG 			  		browncleeppg@gmail.com
