Temple Ewell Parish Council, Annual Parish Meeting – 28th April 2026
Chairmans Report
Firstly, I would like to thank the Parish Councillors who have all maintained their roles and provided important support to the Parish Council and various village events throughout the year. 
Our thanks go out to our Village Handyman, Nigel Newington who continues to perform his role very well and frequently carries out additional tasks to help keep the village looking at its best. Nigel is also seen working with his father Bob Newington who we also thank along with the other volunteers who manage Dragon Wood.
We have again been able to support Temple Ewell Primary School and the Parent Teacher Association including the presentation of badges by Cllr. Lynch to the many children involved in their Tree Guardian initiative that includes studying and looking after trees within the Churchyard of St. Peter & St. Paul.
The Christmas lights event was undertaken predominantly at the Village Hall primarily due to the increased likelihood of poor weather and absence of sufficient power to aid the delivery of warm drinks. We again thank Santa Claus for his gifts to young children and the Dover Soundwaves Choir, as well as all those that helped with getting the Christmas Tree & Lights in place and serving the food and drinks.
More recently, we thank Cllr. Bowman for organising the Village Easter Egg Hunt for the second successive year.
Having spent a year’s annual income on the refurbishment of Dragon Wood Car Park which now has better drainage and a tarmac surface, we have seen a considerable increase in usage throughout the year, albeit there are still instances of illegal parking by those taking children to the village school which need to be addressed.
Our finances are now tight; however, we have agreed to the refurbishment of some of the ageing play equipment at King George’s Field, and will also have the embankment area near to the school rear gate refurbished during August which will include some additional paths, seating bench & pro. We thank Cllr. Lynch for drawing up the plans and finding a contractor to undertake the work.
Sadly, we have had some frustration throughout the year with both Kent County Council (pothole repairs – at last completed, and other Highways and Footpath issues) as well as Dover District Council regarding the replacement of the Bus Shelter near Lorna’s Hairdressers. We and The Dover Society continue to chase these issues on a regular basis.
Lastly, I would like to thank Andy Howard-Grigg for his 8 years of service as Parish Clerk; he has now decided to retire and will leave the Parish Council later in the year. If you are aware of anybody wishing to take over this role from late summer, please contact myself or Andy.

Dr. Michael Parks
Chairman
