Haltwhistle Town Council - Minutes for the Meeting on Monday 3rd of November 2025 at 6:30pm Venue: Haltwhistle Library, First Floor

Present: Cllr A Sharp (Chair), Cllr M Ridley (Vice-Chair), Cllr A Cheverst, Cllr S Nixon, Cllr K Teasdale, Cllr G Heppell, Cllr J Sheils, Cllr A Howells, Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Cllr S Dalglish
Also Present: County Councillor Rachel Mathieson, Emma Ackroyd (Clerk), Jan Birks (Deputy Clerk)

238/25 Apologies for Absence None received.

Public Questions – 239/25 None received.

Declarations of Interest – 240/25 AS & MR (Leisure Centre) SD & JS (Chamber of Trade).

Minutes of the Previous Meeting – 241/25 Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr K Teasdale 

Matters Arising from the Minutes – 242/25
Thanks were expressed to all who attended the 50th Anniversary of the Swimming Pool event.

Grounds – Reports and Resolutions Arising – 243/25
243/25.01 Grounds Committee Meeting
· Remembrance Sunday confirmed for 10am at the Church and 11am at the Cenotaph. King's Representative: Rodrica Straker.
· Memorial Park Bench: NCC will replace it. In hand with the family.
· Infestation in Trees: NCC to assess fungal issues in Memorial Park trees. Clerk to follow up.
· Mosaic Repair: Stonemason from Bardon Mill invited to quote. Local builder also contacted. Not expected before Remembrance day.
· Bus Shelter Repairs: Perspex sheets delivered. Contractor to fit this week, ahead of Remembrance.
· Sainsbury's Trees: Still awaiting action. Deputy Clerk escalating to NCC
· Ash Tree Removal & Burn Bank Works: Awaiting quote.
· Play Areas: RoSPA inspections passed.
· Lanty’s Lonnen: Barricades removed; site cleared by NCC.
· Lighting: Insulation not advised due to fire risk, Deputy Clerk to explore Cllr suggestions.
· Pig Market Meadow: Quotes quite high for cut and collect. Volunteers proposed to carry out work and assist with raking.
· Comb Hill Re-turfing: Quote to be obtained for returf vs seeding. Deferred to spring.
243/25.02 Public Seating and Bus Shelters
· Thanks to Cllr R Mathieson and Cllr J Shiels for oiling benches.
· Bus shelter grant claim re-submitted. £950 expected.
243/25.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities
· Multiple path and tree issues reported along Burn and School paths. Cllr Heppell to provide photos. Some drainage issues identified.
· Alston Arches: Continued safety concerns due to erosion. Clerk to escalate to Environment Agency and Health & Safety Executive.
· Slow signs requested on one-way loop. Clerk to liaise with NCC.
· Bin replaced at Bell’s shop.
· Lighting at Comb Hill Park: Costs for mains connection to be explored with alternative contractors. Clerk to seek guidance from Northern Powergrid.

Northumberland County Council Report – 244/25
Report from County Cllr Rachel Mathieson noted. Highlights include:
· Positive feedback on Fright Night.
· Speed bumps repainted; bollards and flagstones repaired.
· Issues with Hadrian’s Enterprise Park trees – no TPOs.
· Caretaker bungalow: Awaiting updates. Potential football use suggested.
· Town Hall crossing beacon update ongoing.

Police Report – 245/25 Concerns noted over missing information on recent serious incidents. Clerk to follow up with PC.

Neighbourhood Plan – 246/25 Work ongoing. Awaiting updates to NCC’s Local Plan. Consultant support continues.

Borderlands – 247/25 No new meetings. Applications progressing slowly. Pool development and signage remain priorities.

Monthly Councillor Surgery – 248/25 No attendees. Site visit carried out. Noted incident involving repositioning of counters on permissive path without consent. Clerk to raise concerns with National Parks.

Planning Applications – 249/25 25/03559/FUL – Belmont House, Crown Court – Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell – No objections
Other planning matters noted – Cottage on the burn enforcement in progress.

Remembrance Day – 250/25 Approval for donations: £150 to RBL for wreaths, £60 for piper.
Proposed: Cllr S Nixon, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell – Approved

Surprise View – 251/25 Proposal to write to landowner regarding possible community use and maintenance. Proposed: Cllr S Dalglish, Seconded: Cllr A Cheverst – Approved

Grant Requests – 252/25 252.25.01 – Jubilee Football Club – £300
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr A Howells – Approved
252.25.02 – Chamber of Trade Leaflet Printing – £500
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr A Howells – Approved

Financial Matters – 253/25
Reports received. Payments, receipts, bank reconciliation, and cash balances noted and accepted.
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie – Approved

Joint Burial Committee – 254/25 No updates.

Swimming & Leisure Centre – 255/25 No updates.

Media & Press – 256/25 None discussed.

Correspondence – 257/25  Received and noted.

Any Other Business – 258/25 Caretaker bungalow and school football pitch discussed under NCC report. Business rates on council office, clerk attempting to apply for discretionary exemption. 

Dates of Next Meetings – 259/25
· Grounds Committee: Monday 24th of November 2025, 10.00am
· Town Council: Monday 1st of December 2025, 6.30pm

Finished 20:45
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