MANSTON PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman: Cllr Paul Bell
Clerk: Mrs Elizabeth Carr
Email: clerk@manstonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of the Meeting of the Full Council held.
on 13* July 2026 at 7.30pm, Manston Village Hall, Manston.

Present: Parish Councillors Paul Bell (Chairman), lan Amato, Roy Matthews, Stuart McRae, Henry
Robinson, Guy Wilson & Graham Elliott

In Attendance: Cllr Abi Smith Gary Groombridge (Community Warden) 8 members of public.

30/26-27. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from The Clerk (Elizabeth Carr), Cllr Luke Evans and Clir Peter Evans.

31/26-27. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The declaration form was circulated to those present and there were no declarations of interest.

32/26-27. MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 8" June had been circulated.

RESOLVED WTH AMMENDMENT: Amendment Line-ltem C NO approval of Finance for the CCTV
The minutes were proposed by Clir Bell and seconded by Clir Guy as a true record of the meeting.
The minutes were signed by the Chairman.

33/26-27 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chair noted that no new information was to be detailed apart from the recent resignation of our
Clerk.

Discussion took place to try to retain the services of the Clerk, these interventions included work
loading and hours worked in a bid to retain her services. unanimous was the vote to keep the Clerk.

34/26-27. FINANCE MATTERS AND AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS

a) Authorisation of payments, circulated prior to the meeting.
RESOLVED: Proposed by Clir Atmo and Seconded by Cllr Amato. Clir Bell approved Bank
Reconciliations

b) Q1 financial summary RESOLVED Proposed by Cllr Atmo and Seconded by Clir Wilson.
c) Cedar tree in the memorial garden Not RESOVED discussion took place between Clirs, and a

site visit would be scheduled to fully understand the scoping requirements, decision to be
reached at next meeting.



35/26-27. PLANNING

FH/TH/260557: Land At Haine Lodge, Spratling Lane, RAMSGATE, Kent

Variation of condition 1 of outline application OL/TH/16/1752 for the erection of 13no. houses (and
retention of existing dwelling), with consideration of access on to Spratling Lane, with all other
matters reserved to allow the parking spaces to be relocated. Deadline for comments 30 June 2026.

No Objections

A/TH/26/0602; Birchington Vale Caravan Park, Shottendane Road, Birchington, Kent
Erection and display of 1no. non-illuminated V-Board sign

No Objections

Manston Airport Development Consent Order 2022

Consultation on application for a non-material change under section 153, of, and Schedule 6to, the
Planning Act 2008 and

the infrastructure planning (Changes to, and Revocation of development consent orders). Deadline
for comments 5 July.

No Objections

36/26-27. HIGHWAYS

Matters raised were:
Clir Bell stated that he was waiting to see the design of the gateways from KCC.

37/26-27. MANSTON PARK

a) The monthly park check was received

b) Barrier: Clirs agreed to wait until CCTV is in place before barrier is repaired.

c) Pot holes in carpark: Clir Bell agreed to supply tarmac and Dale Village resident stated he will repair the
potholes.

d) CCTV: Clirs were asked to consider the installation of CCTV to address the ongoing anti-social behaviour
issues at the park. An options appraisal paper had been circulated prior to the meeting along with a
procurement comparison. The cost would be around £1,500 with a possible monthly cost of £20 for a SIM
card. The matter was discussed but NOT RESOLVED: Clirs had received emailed copies of the quotes,
but the Council agreed that when all information including quotes are at the meeting a vote would be
conducted to resolve this activity.

e) Goal Posts: Clir Bell agreed to set up a meeting with the contractor as the Council is not happy with the
installation of the goal posts.

f)  Park Maintenance: Clir Bell agreed to meet the contractor regarding the quality of the maintenance of
the park.

Dog Park Bench. Clir Bell agreed to arrange for the bench to be moved still outstanding.

g) Pride in Place funding; The council had been given the opportunity to apply for funding of up to £20k. A
paper regarding this had been provided at the meeting on 9" May. RESOLVED: The council agreed to
submit a funding bid for improvements to Manston Park play equipment (new swings and new toddler
multi play unit. Proposed Clir Bell, Seconded Clir Amato

h) Children’s play area fencing. The matter was discussed but NOT RESOLVED. Clirs had been sent digital
copies of quotes but requested hard copies at the meeting.



i)  NOT RESOLVED. Clirs debated on weather all the fencing needed to be replaced or just a few sections,
it was noted about our precept amount and what we have left, Clir Bell aired about the fence being
over 30 years old also Clir Atmo concurred, although great discussion was conducted a vote concluded
that the Council would not agree not replace the fence.

38/26-27. INDIVIDUAL REPORTS TO NOTE

Clir Luke Evans
The Council received an update covering several county-level matters.

Clir Peter Evans
No report Given

Clir Abi Smith

PSPO held back for over 3 years Final approved

Margate have recently implemented a Town Council; they have not had a council for over 20 years.
Waste Management is being discussed at tonight TDC meeting will report back at next meeting.

PC Owen Crush
PC Crush was not in attendance and had not provided an update for the council.
Gary Groombridge, Community Warden

The Council received an update on recent community activities.

39/26-27. PUBLIC QUESTIONS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
The following items were put forward by members of the public:

a) Waste being deposited by resident building from the Leas
b) Comments made about upskilling education of Clirs

40/26-27. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Monday 14 Sep 2026, 7.15pm.

The meeting closed at 9.15pm
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MANSTON PARISH COUNCIL

PAYMENTS - September 2026 Meeting

July Payments

Payee Invoice No. Invoice Date Description Payment Amount VAT Total

Elizabeth Carr July Wages BACS £ 620.43 £ 620.43
Elizabeth Carr Expenses (WFH Allowance) BACS £ 25.00 £ 25.00
Hugo Fox INV - 28816 26-Jun Monthly website fees DD £ - £ - £ -
Hugo Fox INV-28004 05-Jun .gov.uk emails BACS £ 17.49 | £ 350 | £ 20.99
Starboard Systems INV-19802 Scribe Monthly subscription DD £ 32.00 | £ 6.40 | £ 38.40
HMRC 22-Jul Employers PAYE DD £ 626.57 | £ - £ 626.57
Elizabeth Carr Expense Claim 30-Jun McAffee Anti Virus software BACS £114.99 £ 114.99
The Defib Store 62396 (pro forma) 06-Jul Replacement Defib batteries x 2 BACS £ 420.00 | £ 84.00 | £ 504.00
Unity Bank Bank Charges BACS £ - £ -

£ 1,856.48 | £ 93.90 £ 1,950.38

Authorised signatory 1:

Authorised signatory 2:




PAYMENTS - September 2026 Meeting

August Payments

Payee Invoice Number Invoice Date Descrition Payment| Amount VAT Total

Elizabeth Carr Aug Wages BACS | £ 763.33 | £ - £ 763.33
Elizabeth Carr Expenses (WFH Allowance) BACS | £ 31.00 | £ - £ 31.00
Hugo Fox INV - 30142 28-Jul Monthly website fees for June) DD £ 1999 | £ 4.00 | £ 23.99
Hugo Fox INV- 29261 06-Aug .gov emails DD £ 17.49 | £ 3.50 | £ 20.99
Starboard Systems INV - 20772 01-Aug Scribe Monthly subscription DD £ 32.00 | £ 6.40 | £ 38.40
Cllr Roy Matthews Expense Claim 21-Jun Repairs and varnish Linda Samme bench BACS | £ 241.04 £ 241.04
SLCC Membership MEM259700-1 01-Aug Annual membership BACS | £ 316.00 £ 316.00
SLCC Recruitment SD3247-1 03-Aug Recruitment / Advertising BACS | £ 272.00 | £ 5440 | £ 326.40
Unity Bank Bank charges online | £ 7.00 £ 7.00
TOTAL £ 1,699.85 | £ 68.30 | £ 1,768.15
TOTAL VAT PAID £ 68.30 | £ 68.30

Authorised signatory 1:

Authorised signatory 2:




Newcastle office

Sustainably routed via: for VIS
30 Old Bailey

London

EC4M 7AU m a Z ars

Tel: +44 (0)191 383 6300
forvismazars.com/uk

Ms E Carr
Manston Parish Council
c/o 14 Derwent Avenue

E:msgate Directline: ~ +44 (0)191 383 6348
CT11 0QA Email: local.councils@mazars.co.uk

Date: 19 August 2026

Dear Ms Carr

Completion of the limited assurance review for the year ended 31 March 2026

We have completed our review for the year ended 31 March 2026 and | have pleasure in enclosing
the certified Annual Governance and Accountability Return. The External Auditor’s Certificate and
Report is given in Section 3.

If there are any significant matters arising from the review, they are summarised in the External
Auditor’s certificate in Section 3. If we have identified minor scope for improvement we have recorded
this on page 2 of this letter. The Council should consider these matters and decide what action is
required. In most cases this will be self-evident. In some instances we have referred to further
guidance available, such as the Smaller Authorities Proper Practices Panel Practitioners’ Guide
(England) 2026/27. This can be obtained via your NALC or SLCC branch, or downloaded free of
charge at the following website: https://www.nalc.gov.uk/resource/practitioners-guide-2025.htmi.

Please also note that a copy of the 2026/27 Practitioner’'s Guide has now been released and is
available, alongside a summary of the summary of changes from the 2025 version, at the following
website: https://www.nalc.gov.uk/resource/practitioners-quide-2026-27.html. We would
encourage all authorities to become familiar with this document ahead of preparing their 2026/27
Annual Governance and Accountability Returns.

Action you are required to take:

The Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015 set out what you must do at the conclusion of
the review. In summary, you are required to:

Publish (which must include publication on the authority’s website) a statement on or before 30
September to confirm:

e that the review has been concluded and that the statement of accounts has been published;

e of the rights of inspection conferred on local government electors by section 25 of the Local
Audit and Accountability Act 2014; and

e the address at which, and the hours during which, those rights may be exercised.

o Keep copies of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for purchase by any person on
payment of a reasonable sum.

e Ensure that the Annual Governance and Accountability Return remains available for public access
for a period of not less than five years beginning with the date on which the Annual Governance
and Accountability Return was first published.

Forvis Mazars LLP

Forvis Mazars LLP is the UK firm of Forvis Mazars Global, a leading global professional services network. Forvis Mazars LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in
England and Wales with registered number OC308299 and with its registered office at 30 Old Bailey, London, EC4M 7AU. Registered to carry on audit work in the UK by
the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales. Details about our audit registration can be viewed at www.auditregister.org.uk under reference number
C001139861. VAT number: GB 839 8356 73



forvss
mazars

The Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015 do not specify the period the Completion Notice
needs to be on the council’s website, but this period must be reasonable.

Minor scope for improvement in 2026/27

The authority did not quantify and explain the variance in Box 9 (Total Fixed Assets and Long-Term
Investments and Assets) in the significant variances document. As Box 9 is exempt from the 15%
threshold, any movement must be fully explained and reconciled to the pound. Although explanations
were subsequently obtained the authority must ensure that for the 2026/27 AGAR, any variance in
Box 9 is clearly quantified and explained within the significant variances document to comply with
reporting requirements.

Amendment to the Practitioners’ Guide 2026/27 in respect of Section 2 Box 11 Trust Fund
Transactions

As part of the Accounting Statements (Section 2), the authority is asked to confirm whether there are
any trust fund transactions included in the figures. Box 11 has been amended to state the authority
should answer based on whether trust fund transactions have been excluded from the AGAR.

We wish to draw attention to a change within the 2026/27 Practitioner’s Guide (point 2.32) which
confirms the authority will need to respond ‘Yes’ where the figures include trust fund transactions. We
would encourage all authorities to familiarise themselves with the 2026/27 Practitioner’s Guide
(available on the NALC website) ahead of completing their 2026/27 AGAR.

Accessibility Regulations

We are aware that the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 requirement for a physical ‘wet ink’
signature on the original AGAR, does not allow parish council’s to fully comply with the Accessibility
Regulations. The National Audit Office are aware that the two pieces of legislation are not compatible,
therefore smaller authorities are advised to make it clear on their website that the document is a scan
and will not be fully compliant with the Accessibility Regulations.

Audit fee

Our fee note for the audit, which is in accordance with the audit fee scales set by SAAA, and available
at Audit Fees | Smaller Authorities' Audit Appointments (saaa.co.uk) will follow.

If your invoice is not as expected, please check the audit fee scales via the link above as your
fee band may have changed.

We would be grateful if you could arrange for this to be paid at the earliest opportunity.

We have made an additional charge as we were required to either write to you or send back your
Annual Governance and Accountability Return for amendment and undertake additional work. This
charge is shown separately on our fee note.

Commitment to achieving net zero

We've made an important change to how we handle post - and sustainability is driving it.

In line with our net zero targets, we encourage digital communication wherever possible. However,
should it be necessary for you to communicate with us by post, our correspondence address is 30
Old Bailey, London, EC4M 7AU.

Yours sincerely
Nicols Hallas

Nicola Hallas
Director
For and on behalf of Forvis Mazars LLP



Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*:
* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed

£15 million; or
* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000

or less but that:

 are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or

* have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2025/26

1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure
exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at the
end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:
* The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority’s internal auditor.
 Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
 Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2026.

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or is
requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT:

* the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with

* a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026

* an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
« notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

* Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26 . . .
Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will

ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Return Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 — External Auditor
Report and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements

Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on the
authority website/webpage:

Before 1 July 2026 authorities must publish:

* Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements
are as yet unaudited;

» Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 approved and signed, page 4

+ Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 approved and signed, page 5

Not later than 30 September 2026 authorities must publish:

* Notice of conclusion of audit

» Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate

+ Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review. It
is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
parties, that you also publish the Annual Internal Audit Report, page 3.

The Annual Governance and Accountability Return constitutes the annual return referred to in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.
Throughout, the words ‘external auditor’ have the same meaning as the words ‘local auditor’ in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

*for a complete list of bodies that may be smaller authorities refer to schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3 Page 1 of 6
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities®



Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26

The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
Practices are found in the Practitioners’ Guide* which is updated from time to time and contains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor.

Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled.

The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2026

The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section
2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

The RFO is required to commence the public rights period which must be a single period of 30 working days for
inspection ( this excludes weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers all
the bank accounts. If the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box
8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners’ Guide*.

Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. Include complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance.
Additional costs may be incurred if additional audit work is required.

Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2026).

The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights which must be a single period of 30 working days for inspection (this excludes
weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026

Completion checklist — ‘No’ answers mean you may not have met requirements

All sections Have all highlighted boxes have been completed?

Has all additional information requested, including the dates set for the period
for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor?

Internal Audit Report | Have all highlighted boxes been completed by the internal auditor and explanations provided? | |

Section 1 For any statement to which the response is ‘no’, has an explanation been published? |

Section 2 Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements before

presentation to the authority for approval?

Has the authority’s approval of the accounting statements been confirmed
by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026 been reconciled to Box 87

Has an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided?

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds — have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a

sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested.

*Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England — a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices,
can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3 Page 2 of 6
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities®



Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

Manston Parish Council

www.manstonparishcouncil.gov.uk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2028, this authority’s internal auditor acti_ng independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2025/26 has been carried out in accordance with this authority’s needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

Internal control objective Not

1 o sty : _— No* || covered®*
A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

v

/
C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy J

v

of arrangements to manage these.

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate. I

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all cash expenditure was approved and NoT |/
VAT appropriately accounted for. | UsED

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's | /
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied.

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained. [
I.  Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year.

J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis (receipts
and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded.

K. If the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2024/25, it met the '
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (if the authority had a limited assurance /
review of its 2024/25 AGAR tick “not covered’)

L. The authority published the required information on a website/webpage up to date at the time of the 17
internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation.

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2025/26 AGAR period, /
were public rights in relation to the 2024-25 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or
authority approved minutes confirming the dates set).

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2024/25 AGAR

(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes). v
0. The authority has complied with laws, regulations & proper practices relating to digital and data v/ il i
compliance.

P. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitable) — The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit
185 o4 202b ANﬂCoMy TJouw KijLBes
Signature of person who m 15
; . 0 o2k
carried out the internal audit b}} Date 42

*If the response is ‘no’ please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control identified (add
separate sheets if needed).

**Note: If the response is ‘not covered’ please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it is next planned,; or,
if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed).
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of.

Manston Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangerpents' for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with-
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

' Yes | No* ’Yes’means that this authority:

Agreed

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial prepared its accounting statements in accordance
management during the year, and for the preparation of v with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.
the accounting statements.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control made proper arrangements and accepted responsibifity
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud / for safeguarding the public money and resources in
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. its charge.

3. We have assured ourselves that there are no matiers b has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
of actual or potential non-compliance with laws. complied with Proper Practices in doing so.
regulations and Praper Practices that could have a v
significant financial effect on the ability of this
authority to conduct its business or manage its
finances.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to
the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the v inspect and ask questions about this authority’s accounts.
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this considered and documented the financial and other risks it
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those ‘/ faces and dealt with them properly.
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
effective system of internal audit of the accounting / controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
records and control systems. i internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised /i responded fo matters brought to its attention by internal and
in reports from internal and external audit. external audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during the year including events taking place after the year
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on v end if relevant.
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including WIS has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing | corporate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local
trustee we discharged our accountability o trust or trusts.
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

10. We have put in place arrangements for the effective [T has made suitable arrangements for its IT and data
and data management in accordance with proper / management and has complied with proper practices in
practices during the year under review. doing so.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

11/05/2026

and recorded as minute reference:

\0 |16 =i

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chair

Clerk

www.manstonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

Manston Parish Council

Year ending Notes and guidance
31 March 31 March Please round all'figures to nearest £1° Do not leave any
2025 2026 boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures
£ £ must agree to underlying financial records.

1. Balances brought Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
forward 46,6807 53,199V as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree

to Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
Levies 34,420 30,325 received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

. received.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less

10,858} 4,748 the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf

L , of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
6,904 7,751 employers NI contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5. (-) Loan interest/capital Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments or Q¥ made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

31,8547 29,121\ book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried , _Total balances and reserves at the end of the year.
forward 53,199 51,4001 must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments 53,199t 51,400¢ holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus X The value of all the property the authority owns — it is made
long term investments 80,224 92,927 Fup of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
and assets 31 March.

10. Total borrowings |, The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

1] from third parties (including PWLB).

For Local Councils Only

11 Db the figures in the
accounting  statements above

exclude any trust transactions?

For guidance refer to the Practitioners' Guide sections 2.31 to 2.33.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval.

P
L?CW
Duta 11/05/2026

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

W[OS [2026

as recorded in minute reference:
Wl s —27

Signed by Chair of the meetingayhere the Accounting
Statements were app

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2025/26

In respect of Manston Parish Council

Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A limited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026 and
 confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2025/26

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in our opinion the information in Sections 1
and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The Council has left Box 11 in Section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) blank. From discussions with the
Council, we established it does not act as a sole-managing trustee and therefore should have ticked to box 11 as “Yes”. In future, the
Council should comply with the proper practices laid out in the Practitioner's Guide when responding to this question and should select
“Yes” if there are no trust fund transactions included within Section 2 of the AGAR.

We were required to return the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) to enable the Council to correct the following:
(i) The precept at Box 2 included incorrectly Agency payments. These should have been included in box 3 as another receipt.
In future the Council should ensure that the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) is accurate and complete.

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

We certify/do not certify* that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2026

*We do not certify completion because:

Not applicable

External Auditor Name

Forvis Mazars LLP, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE1 1DF

External Auditor Signature FOWWMWy LLp Date LU a2
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Kent

County
Council
kent.gov.uk
Manston Parish Council Planning Applications Group
14 Derwent Avenue County Hall
Ramsgate Maidstone
Kent Kent ME14 1XQ
CT11 0QA Tel: 03000 411200

Website: www.kent.gov.uk/planning
Email: planning.applications@kent.gov.uk
Direct Dial/Ext: 03000 413366
Text Relay: 18001 03000 417171
Ask For: Mrs Helen Edwards
Your Ref:
Our Ref: KCC/TH/0088/2026
Date: 17 July 2026

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING GENERAL REGULATIONS 1992
Dear Sir/Madam
APPLICATION NO: KCC/TH/0088/2026

PROPOSAL: North Thanet Link (NTL) to include creation of new highway link
between the A28 south of Birchington and Acol Hill; widening of
Manston Road (Birchington); new highway link between Manston
Road and Columbus Avenue (Acol); widening and part realignment
of Shottendane Road; new highway link between Shottendane Road
and Manston Road (Margate); creation of new junctions (primarily
roundabouts), signalised crossings and junction improvements
along NTL route; associated works including drainage
ponds/features, lighting, access alterations, landscaping,
environmental mitigation and temporary construction compounds

LOCATION: North Thanet Link Scheme located to the south of the existing A28
corridor, south-west of Margate, Thanet, Kent

The above application for planning permission has been received in this department and falls to
be determined by the County Planning Authority.

| would be glad to receive any observations that you may wish to make on the application so
that these may be taken into account when the County Planning Authority formally considers the
proposals.

To view the planning application documents and comment on the application, please use the
following link:

As part of the Council’s commitment to equalities if you have any concerns or issues with regard
to access to this information please contact us for assistance.


http://www.kent.gov.uk/planning
mailto:planning.applications@kent.gov.uk

https://www.kentplanningapplications.co.uk/Planning/Display/KCC/TH/0088/2026?cuuid=A8EE1

3B7-1E72-4D72-9588-8F44BD2A550A

Please note that this link is solely for the use of the recipient and should not be shared
with third parties.

Could you please let me have a reply by 16 August 2026 but should you for any reason be
unable to comply with this timescale, a telephone call or email to that effect would be much
appreciated. Unless | hear to the contrary within this timescale, | will assume you have no
comments to make.

Under the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, any letters received are not
confidential and must be available for inspection by the applicant and any interested third party
as background papers taken into account in determining the application. In the event of any
appeal to the Planning Inspectorate in relation to the above, copies of your reply will be
forwarded to the Inspectorate and to the appellant.

Yours faithfully

Sharon Thompson
Head of Planning Applications Group


https://www.kentplanningapplications.co.uk/Planning/Display/KCC/TH/0088/2026?cuuid=A8EE13B7-1E72-4D72-9588-8F44BD2A550A
https://www.kentplanningapplications.co.uk/Planning/Display/KCC/TH/0088/2026?cuuid=A8EE13B7-1E72-4D72-9588-8F44BD2A550A

Kent

County
Councll
kent.gov.uk
Manston Parish Council Planning Applications Group
14 Derwent Avenue County Hall
Ramsgate Maidstone
Kent Kent ME14 1XQ
CT11 0QA Tel: 03000 411200

Website: www.kent.gov.uk/planning
Email: planning.applications@kent.gov.uk
Direct Dial/Ext: 03000 411029
Text Relay: 18001 03000 417171
Ask For: Mr Adam Tomaszewski
Your Ref:
Our Ref: KCC/TH/0050/2026
Date: 21 August 2026

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990
Dear Sir/Madam
APPLICATION NO: TH/26/351 (KCC/TH/0050/2026)

PROPOSAL: Full planning application for the development of a waste to
hydrogen facility with associated ancillary infrastructure, a non-
residential innovation and educational facility including offices,
new junction onto Manston Road, access and internal roads,
boundary treatments, landscaping and other associated works

LOCATION: Land at Manston Road, Margate, Kent, CT9 4JW

Further to my previous consultation letter, please be advised that additional/revised details
have been submitted in respect of the above planning application.

| would be glad to receive any observations that you may wish to make on the application so
that these may be taken into account when the County Planning Authority formally considers
the proposals.

To view the planning application documents and comment on the application, please use the
following link:

https://www.kentplanningapplications.co.uk/Planning/Display/KCC/TH/0050/20267cuuid=8D4
9241E-0445-446D-840B-004B7993D453

Please note that this link is solely for the use of the recipient and should not be shared with
third parties.

Please view the ‘Application Documents’ with a ‘Created Date’ showing 17/08/2026 &
21/08/2026.

As part of the Council’s commitment to equalities if you have any concerns or issues with
regard to access to this information please contact us for assistance.


http://www.kent.gov.uk/planning
mailto:planning.applications@kent.gov.uk
https://www.kentplanningapplications.co.uk/Planning/Display/KCC/TH/0050/2026?cuuid=8D49241E-0445-446D-840B-004B7993D453
https://www.kentplanningapplications.co.uk/Planning/Display/KCC/TH/0050/2026?cuuid=8D49241E-0445-446D-840B-004B7993D453

Could you please let me have a reply by 21 September 2026 but should you for any reason
be unable to comply with this timescale, a telephone call or email to that effect would be
much appreciated.

Unless | hear to the contrary within this timescale, | will assume you have no comments to
make.

Yours faithfully

Sharon Thompson
Head of Planning Applications Group

As part of the Council’s commitment to equalities if you have any concerns or issues with
regard to access to this information please contact us for assistance.
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