North Gosforth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of North Gosforth Parish Council held on 
 Thursday 16th July 2025

Present: Councillor Henning (Chair)
Councillors: Duell, Jordan, Linfoot, Loftus, Mears, Rawling and Spencer 

In attendance: I Humphries      - Clerk

	27.
	Apologies for absence
An apology for absence was received from councillor Agnew.


	28.
	Issues raised by members of the public
There were no issues raised


	29.
	Ward Councillors update
There was no update 


	30.
	Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meetings held on 18th June 2025 were confirmed as a correct record.


	31.
	Matters Arising from the minutes of the previous meeting
· The indentations in the grass on Lincoln Green were no longer a problem
· Nothing further had been provided regarding what a Parish Council could do to support challenges to council tax banding. Councillors Linfoot and Rawling agreed to delve into this further.


	32.
	Police Matters
There was nothing to report.


	33.
	Planning Matters
· 2025/0943/01/HOU: 69 Newlands Avenue- 
Erection of single storey extension to rear 
with first floor extension.                                                 No Objection
· 2025/0938/01/HOU: 16 Halton Way- Erection 
of single storey extension to rear and side.                    No Objection
· 2024/0021/02/RVC: 18 Layfield Road – Minor 
material amendment.                                                       No Objection
· 2025/0838/01/HOU: 2 Dukes Drive
Cllr Mears declared an interest in this item and left the meeting.
Erection of single storey rear extension, 
erection of porch to side and garage 
conversion with raised roof.                                             No Objection




	34.
	Financial Matters
Members authorised payments to Clerk salary, HMRC and £340 for replacing 4 posts.


	35.
	Member Portfolios
Member portfolios were updated as follows –
· Grounds Maintenance - Cllrs Duell, Loftus and Spencer
· Highways                         - Cllr Rawling
· Great Park                       - Cllr Rawling
· Brunton Park                   - Cllr Mears
· Melton Park                     - Cllr Jordan
· Planning                          - Cllr Agnew
· Special Projects / HMOs - Cllr Linfoot 
· Finance committee          - Chair, Vice Chair and 
                                           Cllrs Mears and Agnew

The following updates were reported and discussed –
Grounds Maintenance - A quote for Greenfield Road hedge trimming was to be sought. It was agreed that Hilton Green remain on a monthly cut cycle. Posts on Hilton Green had been replaced. A discussion regarding the frequency of tree surveys ensued and it was agreed that Olivers be asked for when next survey was due and their opinion on frequency of surveys.

Highways - It was noted that there was a criteria to be met for reporting of pavement trip hazards. Members also noted the rumours of resurfacing of Greenfield Road, South Bend and Princess Road in the near future.

Great Park - Adoption was not a far on as had been previously reported.

Planning - Cllr Agnew’s draft letter to Mr Browell was to be updated by Cllr Linfoot before being sent.

HMOs – Members discussed the way forward in terms of leaflet/ newsletter drop to relevant households and it was agreed that quotes for printing be sought and that the finalised item be prepared for September. 


	36. 
	Items raised by members
· The suggestion that the Parish Council take responsibility for Play Parks ij the Great Park area was again considered and declined.
· The signs on the planter were missing.
· The subsidence on Lincoln Green was still evident.
· 

	37.
	Items raised by Members
· Request to use Chapel Close for a community event approved subject to the organisers taking full responsibility.
· Volunteers needed to do small grounds maintenance work in support of the paid contractors.
· The Community Centre AGM had been poorly attended. A new Chairperson had been appointed.
· The next joint meeting of Newcastle City Council and Partish Councils was to be on 24th September with the following topics – 
        Arrangements for the 2027 Parish Elections
        Approach to Community Governance Reviews in 2026
        Parish Charter


	
	
Date of next meeting
Wednesday 17th September 2025 at 7.30pm




