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AgeUK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin ext.231 01743 233123 

BINS - Waste Management  
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk  

0345 6789007 

CAXTON SURGERY   
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx 

01691 654646 

Citizens Advice Bureau, Castle View 03444 991100 

CORBET SCHOOL  www.corbetschool.net 01939 260296 

DIAL-A-RIDE, Volunteer Bureau and Qube Arts centre  
(main switchboard Osw.Community Action) 

01691 656882 

ELECTRICITY Scottish Power (Manweb as was)  0800 001 5400 

KNOCKIN Medical Practice 01691 682203 

Methodist Chapel: Revd Julia Skitt 07810 360778 

Methodist Hall (Bookings) 01691 611733 

NHS Out of Hours Service 111 

Orthopaedic Hospital 01691 404000 

Parish Council email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com 
https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/ 

  

POLICE, West Mercia Non-Emergency number  101 

Oswestry Police Station  0300 333 3000 

Safer Neighbourhood team—email: 
oswestryc.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

Pradoe Church: Chairman:  Andrew Kenyon 01691 610218 

PUNCH BOWL   01691 610322 

QUEENS HEAD RESTAURANT  01691 610255 

RAIL STATION, GOBOWEN   01691 681010 

Roman Catholic Church: Fr Philip   
Holy Mass Saturday 6:30 pm, Sunday 10 am 

01691 652248 

RSPCA Shropshire Branch 07703 567935 

SAMARITANS 116 123 

SCHOOL – West Felton C E School 01691 610388 

SHOP: West Felton Stores 01691 610863 

SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 0345 6789000 

Anti-Social Report Line 0345 6789020 

Your Shrops Councillor: Steve Charmley email: 
steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk 

01691 587958 

St Michael’s Church: Revd Suzan Williams 01691 674948  

Church Warden:    Dr Michael Davie  01691 610612 

St. Chad’s: Chapel Warden: Mrs A Hampson 01691 610845 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - Secretary 01691 610357 

VILLAGE HALL Bookings 01691 610629 

WASP Problems Emergency number       01691 831251 /  07772 006994  
WATER - Severn Trent Water Authority  0800 783 4444 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:                          Gillian Sturgess  01691 611811     

1 

 

  

FEBRUARY 2024 Year 31 

www.west fe l tonmagaz ine . co .uk  

 

Want to ‘Flog it’? 
West Felton Village Hall 
Sunday 11th February 

11am to 2pm 

Hallmarks  
 

Paul is back in West Felton looking to buy 
all types of gold and silver jewellery 

in any condition. 
 

“Rings, wristwatches, pocket watches, chains, brooches, 
crosses, cufflinks, bracelets, coins etc. 

We also buy silver items: boxes, charm 
bracelets, cigarette cases, medals, etc.” 
FREE VALUATION Paul (07305) 095849  

 Happy St Valentine’s Day! 
“All you need is love. But a little 
chocolate now and then doesn’t hurt.”  
— Charles M. Schulz  

mailto:customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx
http://www.corbetschool.net
mailto:westfeltonpc@gmail.com
mailto:steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk
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Parish Council Second Tues of the month,  7:30 Methodist Hall ** 

West Felton Walkers   10am Mondays, Punch Bowl EXCEPT… see page  

Pilates Class 

Tai Chi Tuesday 2pm to 3pm, Village Hall 

Badminton Every Tues evening: 8pm to 9:30pm. Village Hall 

Baby & Toddler 9:15- 10:30  Termtime WEDNESDAY at the school  

Felton Flexors  Wednesday mornings 9:30am to 10:30am Village Hall 

Table Tennis Thursday  7:30pm Village Hall 

WI 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm  Village Hall 

Short Mat Bowls  contact Glynnis on 610336 

Royal British 
Legion 

8pm Meeting, THE PUNCH BOWL first Monday of the 
month except Bank holidays then second Monday.   

Bumps, Babies 
And Tots 

8:45am - 10:45 Fortnightly Termtime Fridays at Methodist 
Schoolroom  Email  rev.julia@mail.com see page  

1 Feb 
10am to noon  COFFEE MORNING, Methodist School-
room 

 

**13th 
February  

7:30pm Parish Council meeting in the Methodist School-
room. Future meetings: If the venue, date or time chang-
es this will be reported in the magazine and on Parish 
Council website so please check there if you wish to 
attend our meetings. 

 

11 Feb 11am to 2pm  GOLD & SILVER VALUATIONS Village Hall Front 

14 July WEST FELTON CARNIVAL24  

New day 

• New Painting & Decorating business, see pages 40/41 
• New Angelic Healing see page 43 

Discla imer  
Round and About West Felton Magazine is not responsible for any advertiser’s products, 

services or company, nor for any claims made by advertisers. The information, statements and 
opinions expressed in reports or articles published in Round and About West Felton Magazine 
are solely those of the authors and do not in any way reflect those of the magazine committee. 

55 

 

David Davies & Sons 
"Serving the community for over 170 years" 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

An independent family business 
offering a complete service  

including pre-paid funeral plans 
 

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2AA 

01691 653116 

 
W. E. Price 

 
 

We provide the highest level of care, compassion and professionalism.  
 

Available 24 hours a day.                              Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 

West Felton 01691 610975 
Oswestry 01691 652995 

 

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk 
 

 

Oakwood, Salop Road, Oswestry, SY11 2RN 
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STREET MARKET: 
Wednesday  
& Saturday 

 

 OVER 

30 

STALLS 
 

TM 
OSWESTRY 

TOWN MARKET 

INDOOR MARKET:  
 

Wednesday,  
Friday &  
Saturday 

STREET MARKET: 
 

Wednesday  
&  

Saturday 

COME AND ENJOY  
THE WARM and FRIENDLY  

ATMOSPHERE 
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for Social events, Concerts, Weddings, Clubs,  
Sales, Children's parties  

Eileen Hanmer 01691 610629  

Hourly rate £10 Concerts £60 

Morning or Afternoon £50 Children's Parties (max 3 hours) £40 

Discos/parties £80 Weddings, all day £200 

Commercial rates by arrangement 

 

WF Methodist Chapel School Room (opp. playing field) 
is available for hire.  

Suitable for Meetings, Children’s Parties, etc. £5.50 per hour 

To book, contact Dianne Rowley 01691 611733 

Round and About West Felton 
 

Articles/advertisement amendments for inclusion in next issue 
to Editor by email (preferred) or phone 

Editor: Colleen Hughes 
 

Tel 01691 610300 
 

Advertising Rates 
for 12 insertions: 

Quarter page   £50  
Half page   £75 
Full page   £125 

Last day for submission of copy: Deadline for content 
changes  10th FEBRUARY 2024 

The Post Office is located in the entrance lobby of the village hall.  
The new opening time from the 5th of June is  
 

Wednesdays only : 9:30am until 11am.  
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Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Friday:  7am - 8pm 

Saturday:   7:30am - 8pm 

Sunday:   7:30am - 7pm 
 

We are doing the delivery service again for those 

who are shielding at home.  
 

Please order between 9-12 on our 

• phone number 01691 610 863 or  

• Whatsapp your order on our busi-

ness number (+441691 610 863).  
 

We will deliver as soon as possible,  

please leave your name and 

telephone number, so we may contact you.   

Thank you.    
 

Essential items only please,  

the minimum spend is £10.00 

(excluding alcohol, tobacco and cigarettes). 
 

 

Telephone -  01691 610 863 
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Parish of Whittington and 
West Felton with Haughton 

 

Rector: Reverend Suzan Williams,  
The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington,  

01691 674 948 
 

Services  in  West  Felton Parish:  
 

 

St Michael’s, West Felton : 9:30am each Sunday  
 

St Chad’s, Haughton : 9:30am on the second  
Sunday of each month 

 

 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:  
 

Please arrange with The Rector: 
 

Rev’d Suzan Williams 01691 674 948  
or the Churchwarden: 

Dr Michael Davie  0691 610 612 

Pradoe Church  
 

Services  -  a t  10:30am unless  otherwise s tated  

Sun 4  February 2024  

Sun 3  March 2024  

Sun 10  March 2024 (Mother ing Sunday)  

Sun 31  March 2024 (Easter  Sunday)  

Sun 7  Apri l  2024  

Sun 5  May 2024  

Sun 2  June 2024  

All Welcome.   Tea, Coffee & Biscuits served after service 
 
 

Christenings, Weddings and Funerals:  
Please contact  07968 257452 
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Homely environment - Fully insured 
Competitive Rates 
Cache Level 3 Certificate in Childminding 
Practice ‘pacey’ member.  

Please call Sharon 610767 

Visit our website at: www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk  
Our full menu is available online 

We can cater for most dietary needs 
Takeaway available on all our menus 10% discount 

 

 

Ecotec 
Plumbing & Heating 

 

Bathroom upgrades 
 

Central Heating 

Installations 
 

Boiler servicing & 

maintenance 

Leaks 

General plumbing 

maintenance 
 

info@ecotecph.co.uk 

5 

 

 
NOW OFFERING 

COVID TEST FOR TRAVEL 

RT-PCR TEST 

NEXT DAY RESULT  
 

• PCR TEST HOME COLLECTION* 

• DAY 5 TEST TO RELEASE 

• DAY 2 TEST  

• 2ND AND 8TH DAY TEST (AMBER LIST) 
 

FIT TO FLY RT-PCR TESTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

* HOME COLLECTION SUBJECT TO ADDITIONAL CHARGES 
* FOR NEXT DAY RESULTS SAMPLES TO BE SUBMITTED/ 
                                                        COLLECTED BY 3pm 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 
PHONE: - 01691 610 863 
MOBILE: - 07867 428 577 
WHATSAPP: - 01691 610 863 

AVAILABLE ON SITE: 

NEXT DAY RESULT FROM 
£69 

POSTAL SAMPLE: 

£69 
(FOR NEXT DAY RESULTS SAMPLES HAVE 

TO BE SUBMITTED /COLLECTED BEFORE 
3PM) 

http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk
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Worldwide Flight | Hotel | Package 
 

Associate with

 

Let’s Travel To The World…!! 

We offer you best rates for Flights & Holiday Packages 
 

For More Information, Please Contact  
Phone : 01691 610 863  
Mobile : 07867 428 577  
WhatsApp : 01691 610 863 
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Offices 
at: 

Chartered  
Accountants and  
Business Advisers 

Business Support Programme 
Management Accounts 
Tax Planning 
SAGE software sales & support 
Business Start Ups 

Ellesmere, Oswestry, Llangollen and Telford:  
Telephone: 01691 622098 

e-mail: partners@morriscook.co.uk 

Accounts Preparation 
Financial Services 
Payroll Services 
Auditing 

 

ARRIDGE  

GARAGE DOORS 

Opening Hours 
Mon to Thurs 9-5pm 

Fri 9-4pm 

01691 670394 

All types supplied, fitted and repaired - Remote Controls 
Prompt professional service - Quality guaranteed installations 

   Up and over           Sectional               Roller              Side-hinged 

Est 1989  -   

www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk 

68-70 Roft Street, Oswestry, SY11 2EP 

Parents are welcome  
anytime to come along  

and visit us.  

01743 741554 

Children’s Nursery 
• Full day care from 12 weeks to pre-school 
• 24u funding accepted 
• Nursery Education Funding for 3 and 4 year olds 
• Open daily 51 weeks from 07.30 - 18.30 
• Set in acres of farmland with large outdoor garden 
• Fresh home cooked food using locally sourced products 
• Inclusive Fees 

www.littlepixiesnursery.co.uk  
Kinton Business Park, Kinton,  

Nr Nesscliffe, SY4 1AZ  

 

mailto:partners@morriscook.co.uk
http://www.morriscook.co.uk/
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WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk to West Felton Parish Council: Mrs Rosemary WOOD 

Parish Office: 5 Newtown Gardens  

Baschurch Shrewsbury SY4 2HF   Tel 01939 262 881        

Email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com  

Website: www.westfeltonparish.co.uk 
Chairman Cllr David WALKER 01691 897 117 (Rep Helicopter Noise Group) 

Vice-Chairman Cllr Kerry GROVE  01691 611 776 (Rep SALC Area Comm). 

Cllr Carole COLES   01691 610 225 
Cllr David CURTIS   01691 610 665 (Rep WF Primary School)  
Cllr Marian HESKETH   01691 610 441 (Rep for Village Hall). 
Cllr John HOUGHTON   01691 610 834 
Cllr Chris JONES    01691 610 354 
Cllr Pat MABE    01691 610 400  
Cllr Ed NICHOLAS   01691 610 230 (Rep ABP committee) 
Cllr Ozcan OZAGIR   07879 330 598 
Cllr John THORNHILL   07714 759 466 
Shropshire Councillor Cllr Steve CHARMLEY  01691 650 488 

 Parish Council report January / February 
Following the news of the planned closure of the Methodist Chapel, members consid-
ered whether to meet at the Village Hall or the new hall at the school in November. 
The Clerk contacted both halls to check availability. At the December meeting mem-
bers felt they needed more information and agreed to visit the newly completed 
school hall. In late December, members met with the Head and had a tour round the 
new hall and left impressed by the facility. It will be a huge improvement for the 
school, staff and pupils, and everybody involved in the expansion project should feel 
very proud of what has been achieved. 
At our January meeting this week members agreed to hold our future meetings in the 
school hall and are grateful to the school for facilitating that. We remain very grateful 
to the Methodist Chapel for hosting our meetings in recent years. Once arrangements 
are in place for the switch we will post details in the magazine and on our website, 
but for now we will continue to meet at the Chapel, while it remains open. 
Three grants were applied for and awarded by members. The WI applied for a grant 
of £125 towards the cost of a new screen for the Village Hall. The WI also applied 
for a grant of £250 towards the cost of a new projector to support their members with 
poorer sight. The school applied for a grant of £500 to contribute towards the refresh-
ing of the playground markings which were last refreshed 21 years ago. If organisa-
tions would like to apply for a grant then they should apply to the Clerk. These are 
ordinarily awarded at our January meeting and need to be applied for by the end of 
December. 
Earlier in the public participation session of the meeting a member of the Carnival 
Committee asked for the council’s support in securing a permanent Christmas tree. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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●New PCs and Laptops fully installed at home 
●Spyware Removal/Installation of Leading Edge  
  Spyware Prevention 
●Performance Tuning and Business PC Support 
●Hardware/Software Installations and Training 
●Upgrades and Automated Backup 
●Remote Support/Annual PC Health Check Also  
  Available 
●For low fixed Prices from £19.95 

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement? 

Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029 

 

Call Stuart for prompt and efficient response 
01691 682480 
07940 757503 

OFTEC qualified engineer -  all works fully insured 

OIL BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

If you would like more time to enjoy your home and family, 

and less work and worry, 

for cleaning, handyman, garden work, pet care  - contact 

www.shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk 

Email: info@shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk 

Tel: 07803 029928 
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This was informally widely wel-
comed by members and was some-
thing we had previously contacted 
Shropshire Council about. If needed 
we could more formally offer such 
support at a future meeting. 
Members continued to consider the 
new inclusive play equipment having 
some concern about the scale of the 
costs. Kompan revised their quote 
downwards with some conditions but 
additional quotes from groundworks 
contractors were sought for the con-
struction of the new path to the de-
sired new play equipment. Sadly, one 
declined to quote with neither of the 
others coming back. So fresh quotes 
will now be sought for the path in 
time for the February meeting. 
Our Shropshire Councillor apolo-
gised and reported there was “…very 
little to report on local issues.” Cllr 
John Thornhill continues to press 
Shropshire Council and their Leader 
on a number of outstanding issues, 
including Corbett’s Bridge, the per-
formance of Shropshire Highways, 
Shropshire grounds maintenance, our 
link councillor and flooding matters. 
Members agreed the budget and 
agreed to set a zero increase to the 
precept for the Council Tax. Mem-
bers commended the Clerk for the 
clarity of the budget report. It is good 
to see the council’s balances back 
within the recommended prudent 
range.  
Our next Parish Council meeting is 
on Tuesday 13th February 2024 at 
7:30pm in West Felton Methodist 
Church Hall, but should anything 
change going forwards this will be 
reported in the magazine and on our 
website so please check there if you 
wish to attend our meeting. 
Cllr David Walker, Chair of West 
Felton PC  

(Continued from page 7) 

Stay and Play 
group 

 
Every term time Wednesday  

9:15 - 10:30  
at West Felton Primary and Nursery 
 

• Come and meet our friendly nursery 
staff, chat with the other parents and 
give children the opportunity to play 
with other children. 

• Hot drinks available for parents 
(please bring a lidded travel mug.) 

• Snacks and drinks pro-
vided for children. (£1 
voluntary donation). 

• Crafts and other     
activities provided. 
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Angela Chalmers  
 

Ang’s Foot Health 
Mobile Foot Health Practitioner 

Call Angela on 07730 795142 

Email: info@angsfoothealth.co.uk  

SAC Dip, RFHP 
For specialist foot care in the 
comfort your own home 

•  Na i l  t r imm ing  
•  Na i l  t r ea tmen t  
•  Ca l l u s es  
•  Cracked hee l s  
•  Corns ,  verr ucae  

s 
Welcome to Shropshire Landscapes, a 
leading landscaping company with a 

reputation for creating truly magnificent 
and unique gardens throughout Shrop-

shire. As true landscaping specialists, we 
take pride in what we do, and work 

closely with our clients to develop in-
spired concepts, creating exciting, 

practical garden design. Our philosophy 
is simple: reliability, combined with a 

professional service & value for money.  
 

"Design is not just what it looks like and feels like. Design is how it works.”  
 

With us there are no ‘hidden costs’ – we set out the inclusive price.                      
Quotations are free of charge and made at a time to suit you.  

 

01691 610461  - 07400 821581  
or shropshire-landscapes@outlook.com 

Patios & all aspects of paving  
Fencing and trellises  
Driveways and paths  
Garden walls, brickwork, rendering 

 

Turf laying and  
artificial grass                 
 
 
 
 
 

Decking 
Indian stone 
Natural stone paving  
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PC 21312 Bryant,   
Oswestry Central Safer Neighbourhood Team 
Oswestry Police Station. 
Email: Karl.Bryant@westmercia.police.uk.  
Tel: 07773053015 or 101.  
These personal mobile numbers/email addresses can be used to gain quick 
contact with our local policing team BUT are not to be used to report new 
incidents. All incidents must be reported on either of the two numbers: 101 
in the case of non-emergency and 999 for emergencies. 
Crimestoppers: 0800 555111 
Non emergency number :  101 web: www.westmercia.police.uk 
Email: oswestrys.snt@westmercia/pnn.police.uk     Twitter: @OsCops 
Local Police Community Support Officer: PCSO Stuart Carroll  07970 544372.  

 
 
 

West Felton Walking 
Group  

 
 

We meet at 10.00 am Mondays at the 
Punch Bowl car park 

 

EXCEPT on the first Monday of the 
month when departure is 9:30 to 
allow time to travel to our chosen desti-
nation for the away day walk.  
New members always welcome. 

Walk leaders:- 

Mike Bossen 01691 610623 

Hilary Iles  01691 610707 

John and Eileen Hanmer  

01691 610629 

Liz and Dave Embrey 

 01691 658275 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
Owen’s -  Route 4 
Subject to change due to inclement weather, 
vehicle breakdown, COVID-19:  
 

Alternate Thursdays  

February 8th & 22nd 

Grimpo 14:10 to 14:45 
West Felton Village Hall  
15:00 to 15:40 

http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries
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DS PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

LPG, NATURAL GAS AND OIL 

Gas Safe & OFTEC Registered 

Breakdowns  -  Servicing 

Landlord Certificates 

David Swift Mob: 07794 362873 
Email - djafswift@gmail.com 

Hair, beauty, nails, 

 personal care  

Cut & Colour 

Baschurch 

Station Road 

Baschurch  SY4 2BB 

@sarahatthehairstation  

  

cutandcolourbas-

church@hotmail.com 

 

cut&colourbaschurch  

www.woodheadsalesandlettings.com 
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West Felton Methodist Chapel 
and Schoolroom - opposite the playing field 

 

Minister: Rev Julia Skitt 07810 360778 
Secretary Christine Curtis 01691 610665 

 

SERVICES FEBRUARY 2024 
4th    Prof. Mike Jackson 

11th  Majors Keith and Julia Johnson (Salvation Army) 

18th  At Oswestry at 10.45 am 

25th  Songs of Praise 

C o f f e e  M o r n i n g ,  M e t h o d i s t  S c h o o l r o o m  

Thursday 1st February 10am to noon 
Bacon Baps, £1 
Produce, Books,  Bring & Buy, Raffle. 
All the usual Methodist hospitality.  

Everyone welcome. 

 

at West Felton Methodist Chapel, Tedsmore Road 
opposite the playing field. 

A warm welcome for mums and children 
on alternate Fridays 

 

9th February, 23rd February, 
8th March,    22nd March 

 
Drop in or stay between 8.45am - 10.45am 

£1.50 per session  
 

We look forward to meeting expectant mums, and babies to school age 
children with a grown up, for relaxed play, cuppa and a chat  

for more information, contact: Rev. Julia Skitt 07810360778. 
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JIM PARKES 
Specialists in oil fired heating systems 

Domestic and Commercial Boilers 
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken. 

Covering Wrexham and Oswestry area 
Fast response to breakdowns, 

And oil and water leaks 
 Tel 01978 722598 M  

SUPPLIERS OF COAL, LOGS AND GAS BOTTLES 
COAL AVAILABLE IN OPEN TOP SACKS  

AND PRE PACK BAGS 
ALL FUELS AVAILABLE INC SMOKELESS 

 

RING US ON 01743 241122 
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT  www.ridgefuels.co.uk 

 

PLEASE QUOTE REF 002 ON YOUR FIRST ORDER TO GET 

 YOUR NEW CUSTOMER PACK  

45 

 

with Topiarius 

Spring clean 

Although a little dangerous to say that 
the end of winter is in sight, it is the 
time when the gardener can set his or 
her sights on the new season. One of 
the first thoughts is or should be clear-
ing up and preparing, and two im-
portant jobs to this end are sharpening 
tools and spring cleaning glasshouses/
potting sheds. I find it very satisfying to 
sweep and tidy, although the pristine 
state does not last very long. I remem-
ber a columnist writing a long time age 
that life is too short to wash and disin-
fect pots and trays every year. Quite 
right I thought and carried on just tap-
ping out any compost/soil and using 
them again. However, it seems that 
Matthew Biggs writing for Which Gar-
dening still does carry out a pot clean-
ing routine. Having had no problems, I 
will not be changing my habits, but will 
continue to ensure that seedlings in 
particular get adequate ventilation.  

If you have been carrying out work over 
the autumn and winter to fulfil the ac-
tions that were identified in an assess-
ment last summer, now is a good time 
to review progress. There are only a 
few weeks left until your time will be 
taken up with planting and cultivating 
so, if necessary, plans can be changed 
to fit the time remaining. 

On the subject of trays, I am sowing 
more and more vegetable seeds in tray 
inserts rather than direct in the ground. 

This is partly due to the influence of 
reading of Charles Dowding’s advice in 
this direction but mainly because I in-
creasingly have found it to give a better 
guarantee of success and actually does 
not add to the effort needed. Inter-
estingly, Beth Chatto was advocating 
this approach more than 30 years ago. 

Thinking of historical precedence, 
Charles Dowding is seen by many as the 
modern day guru of the no digging ap-
proach to cultivation. As so often is the 
case, this is nothing new. James Gun-
ston invented no dig in the 1950s and 
wrote a book “Successful Gardening 
Without Digging” in which he describes 
his methods in detail. He ran a success-
ful market garden on land that previ-
ously was thought unusable. His tool 
for producing a tilth was an ordinary 
fork with a hoe handle and the tines 
bent downwards at 900 to the shaft, 
which he called a chrome. I have found 
that a 4 pronged cultivator is fine for 
relatively small areas. His second tool 
was a marker with was a piece of 3” by 
2” with five sharpened 2” wide and 9” 
long “teeth” screwed to the back and a 
handle attached. With 12” spacing of 
the teeth, this was bit big for most of us 
who are not market gardeners but a 
smaller version is worth thinking about. 
He would not have been too happy 
with the modern organic movement. 
One of his comments was “Minerals 
that are mined or quarried cannot be 

said to be artificial.” 

http://www.ridgefuels.co.uk
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CLEANING SERVICES 
MH 

WINDOW CLEANING 

• Patios 

• Driveways 

• Decking 

• Conservatories       

• All Glasswork 

• Solar Panels 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

REFERENCES ON REQUEST 

01691 610638 or 07849 217738  
merv@mhcleaningservicesshropshire.co.uk 

Contact us for a free no obligation quote 

P & S Electrical   
Contractors Ltd 

 

DOMESTIC  ~  COMMERCIAL 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 
 

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING 
POINTS FITTED 

 

Rewires 

Periodic Testing 
and Inspection 

General Electrical Work 

Fuse Board Upgrades 

CONTACT STUART 

07710 664 254 

pandselectrical27@gmail.com 

Stokes Tree Works 
NPTC Qualified Tree Surgeons 

 

DIFFICULT TREES OUR SPECIALITY 

Lopping * Felling * Pruning * Shaping 

to British Standard Specifications 
 

www.stokestreeworks.co.uk 
 

Email: stokestreeworks@aol.com  
 

01691 870300 or 07811 320982 

13 

 

COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNINGS 
As you know, the Methodist Chapel will be closing in the spring, and 
therefore our March Coffee Morning will be the last one of these 
monthly gatherings. The coffee mornings have been going for several 
years and it will be sad to see them end. 

Those of you who have joined the coffee mornings will know what a 
friendly and relaxed time is had by all.  

There is a need in the village for a similar event that anyone can join 
in, whenever they want, and the members of the Chapel would like 
something else to start up.  

However, we cannot do this on our own, and it would not be right to do 
so, as it will no longer be a chapel event.     

The village hall is central to the village, so it seems to be an ideal place 
to start up such a new event – probably once a month.   

• But we need a new team of people to organise and run the coffee 
mornings with us;  

• if we have a team of people it would  mean no one had to be ’on duty’ 
every month.  

• If you would be willing to be involved, please let us know and we 
will see how things develop. 

For those who do not want to/cannot help, but would like to join in the 
coffee mornings – watch this space for more information! 

Christine at 610665 or Email christinecurtis2022@hotmail.com 
Or B at Email madbar56@googlemail.com 
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www.resinboundstonelandscapes.co.uk 

also find us on Facebook 

Let us increase the kerb appeal of your home 
Domestic/Commercial/Full Landscaping 

Char l ie  Jordan  
01691 610 412    Mb: 07712 530 107 
Email: info@resinboundstonelandscapes.co.uk 

Specialists in Resin Bound Stone for 

• Driveways 

• Patios 

• Paths 
Very experienced, Quality, 
Professional Installations 
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HEALING 

 
I AM here to help YOU  

with: Emotional Weight Loss, 
Smoking & Alcohol Cessation, Low Self Worth, Lack of Confidence, 
Anxiety, Depression, Grief, Loss, Stress, Negative Thoughts, 
Bad Habits, Fears, Blood Pressure, Positive Mindset, Emotional & 
Physical Pain. 
 

Al low me to  gu ide  YOU how to   
“Th ink  & Hea l  Yourse l f  Happy”   

wi th  my too lbox  o f :  
✓ Clinical Hypnotherapy,  
✓ Emotional Guidance,  
✓ Emotional Freedom Tapping (EFT) &  
✓ Angelic Reiki  

 

Check my website below for my 
Reiki Training, Weight Loss & Wellbeing Workshops  

 
You will find my beautiful ‘Happy Healing Hut’ at  

Barn Cottage, Rednal. Oswestry, SY11 4FS 
 

Contact Michelle for your  
FREE 15 minute Chemistry Call TODAY 

Michelle Louise: 07584 323620 

michelle@angelicyou.co.uk  

www.angelicyou.co.uk  

 
 
 

I AM Michelle Louise,  
I AM an Advanced Clinical 
Hypnotherapist & Master 

Healer specialising in 
Emotional Wellbeing, 

Spiritual Guidance 
and Angelic Reiki. 

mailto:info@resinboundstonelandscapes.co.uk
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Anthony Roberts  
Tree and Garden Care 

 
■ Tree Surgery 
■ Hedge Trimming 
■ Fencing 

■ Patios 
■ Landscaping 
■ Wood Chipping available 
■ Stump Grinding 

Free quotations 
Whole of Shropshire covered 

Tel: 01691 770054 
Mob: 07725819414 

TALK TO ALAN 
07515 754227  
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From Joanne  

and the 

Carnival Committee 

Happy New Year  
from the  
Carnival Committee!  
 
With a little support the Christmas Tree managed to weather the storms!  
 

Planning has already begun for this year’s Carnival.  
The date has been set for Sunday 14 July 2024.    
If you would like to keep up to date on what’s happening, or are interested in 
having a stall, or participating in the Parade or on stage, please follow us on our 
Facebook page ‘West Felton Carnival’.   
We’re looking forward to making 2024 the best carnival yet!   

Tanat to Perry Community Wildlife Group  
Curlews in North-west Shropshire 
Please help with our 2024 bird survey. 
The Tanat to Perry Community Wildlife Group area extends from  
Oswestry in the north to Kinnerley in the south, and eastwards from                                
the Welsh border to Ruyton-XI-Towns: from the Tanat to the Perry.  
 

We will be organising our bird survey again this year, to find Curlew and Lapwing, 
and we need more helpers, please. It’s all done from public rights of way, and it’s only 
necessary to record where the birds are seen or heard. No nest-finding is involved. It 
only takes three 3-hour visits between the beginning of April and mid-June, simple 
instructions and a map to record your observations are provided, and there will be a 
training session if you want to come. 

A meeting will be held on Wednesday 6th March at 7.30pm at Morda Social 
Club, Weston Road, Morda, SY10 9NS, to present the results of our work in pre-
vious years, and plans for 2024. All welcome!!!  

Our bird survey is the first stage of the Curlew project, as it locates the pairs of Cur-
lews to focus the efforts of the nest-finders. 

In 2023, the two groups located 12-15 pairs altogether, 9-10 in the Tanat to Perry area, 
and 3-5 in the Three Parishes. One nest was found and fenced, north of Oswestry, and 
three of the four eggs hatched, but all the chicks were predated. A chick from a nearby 
nest went on to fledge, and two other separate pairs near Trefonen each also produced 
at least one fledged young, so there has been some success to build on. 

If you saw or heard a Curlew in 2023, particularly if you observed evidence of breed-
ing, please tell us: don’t assume we know about it. 

A report with the 2023 results will be published before the end of February. If 
you want more information, please see our website, www.ShropsCWGs.org.uk. If 

you’re interested in getting involved, please email leo@leosmith.org.uk. 
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SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING SERVICE 

Registered Waste Carrier 
Local Operator 

For a prompt and efficient service 
Contact Edward Scott 

on 01691 682080 or 07989 881870 

Trusted & experienced 
Property specialists since 1981 

• Residential Sales & Lettings 

• Farm and Land Sales 

• Planning & Architectural Services 

• Land Promotion & Option advice 

• House Surveys 
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Our Services :  
1.  Interior Painting  

Fu l l  Red eco ra t i on :  

Our comprehensive full redecoration service involves a complete over-

haul of your interior spaces. From selecting the perfect colour palette to 

the finishing touches, we ensure a cohesive and aesthetically pleasing 

transformation. 

Wal lp ape r i n g  

Elevate your walls with our expert wallpapering service. Whether you 

prefer classic patterns, modern designs, or custom prints, our skilled 

team ensures precise application for a stunning and personalised look. 

2.  Exterior  Painting  

Fu l l  Ex te r io r  Deco rat io n :  

Our full exterior decoration service is a comprehensive approach to revi-

talising your property’s exterior. From meticulous surface preparation to 

the application of high quality paints, we ensure a vibrant and long-

lasting finish that stands up to the elements. 

Sa sh  Wi ndo ws  Re s to ra t io n :  

Preserving the classic charm of sash windows is an art, and we excel in 

it. Our specialists delicately restore and enhance these architectural fea-

tures, combining traditional aesthetics with modern protective measures 

for enduring beauty. 

R e s in  Re p ai rs  fo r  Du ra b i l i t y :  

Our resin repair services provide a robust solution for damaged surfaces. 

Seamlessly integrating with the existing structure, these repairs not only 

restore aesthetics but also contribute to the longevity of your property’s 

exterior. 

 

07985 709453 
info@painthaus.co.uk 

Introducing 
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07985 709453  info@painthaus.co.uk 

✓ Fully Insured 

✓ 12 months     
Guarantee 

Shropshire’s Premier Decorating Company 

✓ Free no obligation 
quote 

✓ Debit & Credit  
cards accepted 
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An amazing  
opportunity for young  
people aged 8 to 17. 
 

We are thrilled to offer another 
week of exciting drama and stage combat workshops.  

Do you know a young person who is interested in drama? 
Or prepared to give it a go? 

The Love Oswestry cultural week for February 2024 has a fantastic half-term dra-
ma offer for young people ages 8 to 17 organised by Stage Five Theatre. 

This time we are offering the workshops to a wider age range, split into two groups. 

From Saturday February 10th to Friday February 16th drama and stage combat 
workshops will be led by theatre professionals Tom Jordan, a Royal Shakespeare 
Company Associate, together with Penny Jones and Abi Johns, both from Montgom-
eryshire Youth Theatre. 

The week will end with a public performance in Hermon Arts Centre at 3pm on Friday 
16th.  NO DRAMA EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!  

There will be a £60 charge per child for the whole week. A reduced fee is available to 
families in receipt of some benefits, please see below.  

The fee will include all workshops and free tickets for the Friday performance. 

There are separate sessions for the two age groups and young people must be able to 
come to all of the workshops for their age group. 

The two groups will be held as follows 

Juniors - Primary school ages 8 to 10, in the Open Space studios SY11 1JN  
Saturday Feb 10th: 12.30pm to 4.00pm 
Mon 12th , Tues 13th , Weds 14th: 10am to 12.30pm. Thurs 15th: 10am to 4pm and  

Fri 16th - 10am to 4pm in Hermon Arts Centre 
with the performance starting at 3pm.   

 

Seniors - Secondary school ages 11 to 17, in the Open Space studios SY11 1JN 
Sunday Feb 11th:  1.30pm to 4.00pm,  
Mon 12th , Tues 13th, Weds 14th - 1.30pm to 4pm, Thurs 15th : 10am to 4pm and  

Fri 16th - 10am to 4pm in Hermon Arts Centre 
with the performance starting at 3pm.   

If any family wishes to take up a low cost place for their child(ren), they must provide 
us with proof of receipt of either Income Support, Income Based Jobseekers Allow-
ance or Income Related Benefit Employment and Support Allowance.  

Please be assured that all information provided to us will be kept completely confiden-
tial and we encourage to you take up this offer if it applies to your family. Proof can 
be emailed after a reduced price place has been booked. 

Places can be booked on Ticketsource https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/stage-five-
theatre. For more information email stagefivetheatre@gmail.com  

or call Pam Johnson on 07814489713 
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WEST FELTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

Gillian Sturgess chaired and opened the Decem-
ber meeting: welcoming members and three visi-
tors, Amanda, Irene and Taryn. 

WFWI annual Bursaries were made available £50 each towards 
an educational course. Applications by letter or email by the end of March. De-
tails in programme booklet.  

Oswestry North Group Carol Service Thursday 7th Dec St Michael’s. 7pm. Collec-
tion for Oswestry Food bank £164.78. About 50 attended, Lovely to see Jassica 
take the service (a past member but has now moved away) Thank you to the WI 
choir (and friends) wonderful performance.  

The group who attended the Grosvenor Garden Centre, nr Chester in November 
enjoyed their scrumptious afternoon tea, and lots of shopping, and as for the 
members enjoying a Christmas lunch at the Queens Head in December, “Lovely 
ladies, lovely food - all in all a lovely afternoon” was the verdict. 

CORRESPONDENCE FROM NATIONAL: Subs increase to £48 (pay in March, latest 
date April). The new WI learning Hub went live on 24th Jan, more details soon. 
Free online learning.  

The main activity of the December meeting was a lively and jolly demonstration 
and practice making Christmas decorations by Julie Holmes. The Facebook pho-
tos show all the ladies wreathed in smiles - and ivy, and holly and greenery of all 
sorts! The results were stunning hanging wreaths. The members say, “Thank you, 
Julie, for all the hard work in making our wreath workshop evening very enjoya-
ble. Also, to Babbinswood Farm for their help.” 

Looking back to the November meeting, members report on a very interesting 
talk by Belinda Johnson at Dog A.I.D. (Assistance in Disability) www.dogaid.org.uk 
Dog A.I.D. (Assistance In Disability). A small Shrewsbury charity. Visit their web 
site to see some endearing little videos including one where the tiny assistant 
dog is taking off his friend’s socks and then goes off to get her slippers, lovely. 

Belinda explained how the charity assist physically disabled people by helping 
them train their own pet dogs to provide assistance with day-to-day tasks such as 
opening doors, fetching medication, picking things up. Cockerpoos, labradoodles, 
little dogs and big ones, they can all be trained to do amazing things to help. 

The charity can have a profound affect upon a disabled person’s life, giving them 
independence and confidence. Belinda described them as a “small but mighty 
charity” - they receive no funding and rely totally on charitable donations.  

https://dogaid.org.uk/ 
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Tel: 01691 652233 
www.Asset-Wealth-Preservation.co.uk 

Thinking of making a Will  
or Power of Attorney? 

Wills  £150 
Lasting Powers of Attorney (LPA)  £150 

Sensibly priced and affordable Legal services 

 Call Paul Humphreys today 

 

Duncan Galliers 
Master Upholsterer and 

Furniture Restorer 

Upholstery 
 

Specialist in traditional 
techniques for antique and 

modern furniture. 
 

Spring repair, 
foam cut to size  
and sundries! 

 

Call 01743 353981 or 
email  

duncangalliers@aol.com 
 

AURA.OSWESTRY@M AIL.COM  

A & J  
CATTERY 

Open all year round 
Cattery is fully heated 
Covered outside runs 

 
Collection and Delivery 
“Give your cat a holiday 
while you enjoy yours” 

Sandstone Holdings,  
Dovaston, Kinnerley, 
Oswestry SY10 8DS 
Tel: 01691 682 606 

We are only 5 minutes from 
West Felton 
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of voice expresses a need for help. For 
the clergy, exposure to the flock at the 
Sunday service, funerals, marriages, 
baptisms and attendances at functions 
such as harvest suppers and public 
events offers opportunities for connec-
tion and caring. 

Missioners in the church have used AI 
to gather data, and try to draw conclu-
sions, from activities that people do, 
but statistical manoeuvres do not sway 
people towards God. They have sought 
to emphasize the use of AI in digital 
campaigns targeted to specific audienc-
es, such as members of the community, 
and to children. Attached to these are 
scoring modules to allow the missioner 
to evaluate whether the target audi-
ence has been reached. It all becomes a 
marketing exercise and most of us dis-
like being bombarded with question-
naires asking us how well the company 

in question has done after we have pur-
chased some item from them. Un-
doubtedly AI can be a help, but person-
al contact is vital. Although safeguard-
ing has inhibited people from bodily 
contact, ‘pressing the flesh’ as modern 
stylists would have it or a friendly arm 
around the shoulder can provide im-
measurable comfort.  

There are instances in the Bible in 
which Jesus touches someone to heal 
them. The reverse, as in one instance 
described by the physician Luke, Jesus 
felt something was being transferred 
from him when a woman touched his 
clothing knowing that, by touching him, 
she would be healed. Communication 
with people especially at public events 
and  not necessarily only by touching, is 
a vital rôle for any priest in their being a 
shepherd to the flock, and is one that AI 

is unlikely completely to fulfil. 

(Continued from page 21) AI and the Clergy 

Smiling Feltonians: 11th April 1977 - Mrs Sarah Thaw, 
Mrs Constance Jay, Mrs Frances Gittens, Mrs Margaret Kenyon 
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Painter & Decorator 

All aspects of interior or exterior 

decoration undertaken 
 

Hanwood - Shropshire 

01743 860241  mobile 07795 262629 

darrentownsend18@hotmail.com 

Shropshire 
Aggregates 

a top quality Agricultural 
Contracting service.  

 

We also supply:  Hardcore,  
Playbark, Compost, Topsoil 
Rootzone, Garden Mulch.  

Shropshire Kiln 
Dried Firewood  

Kiln Dried Softwood 
Kiln Dried Hardwood 
Kiln Dried 100% Oak 

Nets of kindling 
Available in builder bags  

or loose loads 

VISIT  www.shropshireaggregates.net  & 
www.shropshirekilndriedfirewood.co.uk     07813847670 

 
 

 

Surfacing Contractor  
Drives - Tarmac - Block Paving - Slabs 

Highways and Local Authority Approved Contractor 
References available  

John Richards,  Pentre ,  Nesscl i f fe    

Telephone: 07958 156054 / 01743 741503  

RICHARDS GROUNDWORKS 

07891 087394 
Email: tanatfootcare@hotmail.com 

Treatments in a modern clinic 
Llanyblodwel, Oswestry SY10 8NB  

• Diabetic Foot Care 

• Ingrowing Toenails 

• Fungal Nail 

• Athlete’s Foot 

• Toenail Trimming 

• Calluses 

• Cracked Heels 

• Corns/Verrucae 
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
AND THE CLERGY 

Michael Davie 

The Clergy are included among the pro-
fessions at risk of their rôle being sub-
sumed by Artificial Intelligence (often 
abbreviated to AI, though this abbrevi-
ation has other connotations for coun-
try folk). That being so, what can the 
purveyors of the gospel do to flourish? 

As might be expected, an entire church 
service including the sermon has been 
put together and delivered by AI. In this 
experiment the reactions from the con-
gregation to the service were that “it 
was interesting but don’t let’s do it 
again”; “the human element was lack-
ing…it seemed to in some way prevent 
us from connecting with each other. … 
the heart was missing.” The clergyman 
in charge said that the service seemed 
stilted. The reactions to the AI service 
emphasize the need for a human con-
nection between clergy person and the 
flock. What can a human being offer? 
Here creativity comes into play. The 
audience (congregation) is missing the 
human input that creates interest. A 
human can read the service with vary-
ing tones of voice, deliver the sermon 
with passion. If the service is a com-
munion, ordained priests must accord-
ing to the Prayer Book break the bread 
and lay their hands upon the chalice to 
consecrate the wine. Services have 
been run with recorded sermons from 
distinguished preachers, but the pasto-
ral, a word derived from the Latin for 
shepherd, aspect is missing. The com-

ment that the AI service prevented 
people from connecting with each oth-
er, suggests that a priest was necessary 
to bring people together. 

Connecting with people correlates with 
those professions seen to be at no risk 
from AI. Vocational occupations such as 
medicine and its allied professions 
which involve caring for people and 
sport come high on the list of occupa-
tions that AI will be hard to challenge. 
How then can the clergy adapt? In the 
past medicine was a large part of the 
clergy’s role. Monasteries provided 
medical assistance and monks pro-
duced their own herbal remedies as 
described in the Brother Cadfael stories 
by Ellis Peters. Many present hospitals 
had a religious origin (think St Bartholo-
mew’s and Christ’s hospitals). Over the 
centuries religious input into healing 
has declined and after the advent of 
the NHS only a token input has been 
maintained.  

The connectivity that people felt was 
lacking at the AI service and the gradu-
al disengagement of the clergy from 
the healing services are both examples 
of the detachment of the clergy from 
their basic duties, namely caring for 
people. The old saw for success “it’s 
not what you do, it’s the way that you 
do it” applies to many professions, not 
only the priesthood. Many lawyers, 
doctors and other professionals tell of 
clients or patients wanting to come 
back and see them at intervals more 
frequent than necessary. Often a tone 

(Continued on page 37) 
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Annual property review 
2023 
 

Are you curious about the value 
of your home? 
 
• Have you made cosmetic chang-

es in the past 12 months? 
• Have you simply outgrown your 

home? 
• Was the last time you had your 

home valued 2+ years ago? 
• Do you understand how to max-

imise the value of your home? 

 

 
Our team of experienced profes-
sionals will provide you with an 
accurate and comprehensive esti-
mate of your property’s value, 
based on the latest market trends 
and local data. Whether you’re 
thinking about selling, refinancing, 
or just want to know more about 
your home’s worth, we’re here to 
help. So don’t hesitate, contact us 
today to schedule your free home 
valuation and get the information 
you need to make informed deci-
sions about your home and invest-
ment. 

 
Kind regards, 
Daniel & team 
 

01691 674494 
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Feltonians 
Off to the Peak District May 2009 
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Rector’s Ramblings,       
Rev Suzan Williams 

Shrove Tuesday and Lent 

Why is there a tradition of eating pan-
cakes on Shrove Tuesday? How did Ash 
Wednesday and Shrove Tuesday get their 
peculiar names? And why is this time of 
year associated with early versions of 
football, cock fighting and the strange 
figure of Jack-a-Lent? 

Ash Wednesday, which this year falls on 
February 14th which is also Valentine’s 
day, is the first day of Lent – a forty-day 
fast in the run-up to Easter. In the past, 
Christians would mark this period by 
avoiding meat, cheese, cooking fat and 
eggs, and trying to behave in a sombre 
and serious fashion.  

This had the inevitable effect of encour-
aging people to get their fill of rich fatty 
foods and to indulge in boisterous behav-
iour before this downbeat time started.   

This is why the tradition of wolfing down 
pancakes – made of butter, eggs and lard 
– on Shrove Tuesday (the day before Ash 
Wednesday) arose. As well as enabling 
people to enjoy these foodstuffs before 
the long weeks of frugal meals began, 
pancake-making was a chance to use up 
any such ingredients.  

A number of customs are associated with 
Shrove Tuesday pancakes. Britain’s old-
est pancake race takes place in Olney, 
Buckinghamshire, with the competitors – 
dressed as traditional housewives – flip-
ping their pancakes as they run. 

In Bedfordshire, there used to be a cus-
tom of children running to a certain hill 
and putting their ears next to the earth to 

“hear the old lady frying her pancakes 
underground.” 

Nowadays only Catholics and very devout 
Anglicans seem to observe Lent, and their 
fasting often involves giving up just one 
indulgence, like chocolate or alcohol. But 
though the practice of strict fasting at 
Lent has gradually decreased, pancake 
eating on Shrove Tuesday has survived.  

About 52 million eggs are consumed in 
the UK on Shrove Tuesday, which is 22 
million more than normal. 

Shrove Tuesday was traditionally a time 
of disorder. It was a day for cock fighting 
and cock throwing (hurling objects at 
birds tethered to the ground). It was also 
a time when many ‘football matches’ 
were held.  

Past versions of football were different to 
the game we know today. The ball could 
be carried or thrown as well as kicked, 
the teams could have scores of members, 
and there were few rules – often the 
games resembled little more than all-out 
brawls. The goals might be several miles 
apart and the game could take most of 
the day.  

Many of these Shrove Tuesday football 
matches were banned due to their rough-
ness, but a few have survived, in slightly 
cleaned-up forms. One such game takes 
place in Sedgefield, County Durham. 

This game is played with a cricket-sized 
ball, which is passed through a metal bull-
ring on the village green at the start and 
finish of the match. Though the action in 
Sedgefield is still fairly robust, play stops 
sometimes to let a pensioner or child 
have a ‘lucky kick’ at the ball.   

(Continued on page 25) 
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have a great Hair Day 
Salon Style In Your Own Home  

Advanced Cutting Techniques / Colour Specialists 

Perming /  Setting and Straightening 

Gents Grooming / Children 

Wedding Packages 
www.NatashaValentine.co.uk  

Freelance Hairdressing - 07967 620555 

REUPHOLSTERY 
SUITES  ANTIQUES - CONTRACT UPHOLSTERY  
Wide range of Fabrics - OLD BAKEHOUSE, QUEENS HEAD 

For Free Quotes call  
01691 610153 or  0780 1108860 
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Pictured   Advertizer   11th April 1998 :  

Feltonians Secretary, Phyllis Brown, who also served on the vil-
lage hall committee for 50 years; 

Eileen Hanmer who has beaten Phyllis’ record by at least six 
years and still counting;  

and Jolyon Iles, representing the young people of the village. 
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West Felton Brownies and Feltonians 

Craft Exhibition, Oswestry Memorial Hall, May 2000 
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So whatever your own family traditions might be of eating pancakes on Shrove Tues-
day or not, you are very welcome to pop to the Rectory anytime between 12-8pm for 
a pancake or two or even three, sweet or savoury. And to stay to the introduction to 
our Lent course where we’ll be focussing on The Unity course written and based on a 
book called Loving Disagreement by Christopher Landau. 

We will have our usual Ash Wednesday service on Wednesday the 14th at 6.30pm in 
Whittington Parish church. 

Every Blessing, Suzan 

(Continued from page 23) Shrove Tuesday Lent 

Stage Five Theatre presents  
 

A Tender Thing  
by Ben Power 

Another Romeo and another Juliet  
in a strikingly different love story 

“ Is love a tender thing? It is too rough, too rude, 
too boisterous, and it pricks like thorn.” 

 

Shakespeare’s timeless poetry provides the backdrop for this delicate and 
moving account of old age, memory, and the demands we make of those we 
love.  
When a married couple discover that their lifetime together is drawing to a 
close, they realise they cannot contemplate being apart. 
 
Ben Power weaves the text of Romeo and Juliet into a provocative new tale of 
love and sacrifice.  Re-imagining Shakespeare’s story, 
A Tender Thing is an elegiac yet ultimately hopeful 
account of the human capacity for love. 
 
Hermon Arts Centre, Chapel St, Oswestry, SY11 1LF 
 
Saturday 17th February 7.30pm and  

Sunday 18th February matinée at 2pm. 

Tickets https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/stage-

five-theatre, scan the QR code or call Pam 

Johnson on 07814489713 to book and pay for 

tickets over the phone. 

 
By popular request we are re-staging this 

production as part of the  

2024 Love Oswestry week of culture. 
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West Felton Feltonians was an organisation of its own time - and it ran out of 
time some years ago. Have you noticed there are no ‘old-age pensioners’ any 
more? We’re all supposed to carry on as if we are still middle-aged, “seventy 
is the new fifty” etc. When Americans were asked in 2009 what “being old” 
means, the most popular response was, “Turning 85”. In 2022 the average 
lifespan in the USA was 76 years - apparently the average American dies be-
fore getting old. Are we going the same way? 

Well, in 1976 there were still Senior Citizens. On 10th February 1976, Major 
Jim Pearce, President of the Royal British Legion, West Felton Branch, and his 
very active wife Betty (WI, Meals on Wheels, Poppy Appeal organiser, etc.) 
invited members from the various organisations of the village, viz. WI, 
Church, Chapel, Parish Council, etc, to a meeting at Lane End to discuss the 
formation of a Senior Citizens Club in West Felton. 

It was attended by Mrs L Beddoes from WI; Mr & Mrs Stan Roberts repre-
senting the Chapel; Mr Bob Edwards from the Parish Council and Mr Joe 
Stokoe, a British Legion member. 

Jim Pearce proposed that a tea party be given for the Senior Citizens on 3rd 
March, to find out if a Senior Citizens Club was wanted or needed, the cost of 
the tea to be paid for by the Royal British Legion, West Felton Branch. 

Mrs Pearce invited to the party all the retired people of the village and a Mr 
Thomas, Secretary of Age Concern. Mr Thomas opened the proceedings with 
a talk on how to run a club. 

 Mrs Pearce was appointed President  Mr Stokoe - Chairman 
 Mrs Lloyd - Secretary   Mr Gittens - Treasurer 
 Mr & Mrs Coles - Entertainment Mrs Kenyon -  Savings Organiser 
It was decided that the Club would be called The Feltonians and would meet 
every Tuesday at 2pm. Tea would be made and served by Mrs Pearce and 
Mrs Kenyon, biscuits would be provided by three members on a rota system. 
A Savings Group was started for members to save for Christmas, holidays etc. 

The Club was very popular and active for more than 35 years, the last big 

apologies, I’m told Len Brown 
was not the landlord of the Fox & Hounds, 
he was a good customer and had the use of 
the stables for his barbering business. (Ed.)
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Mrs Dorothy Jensen,  
Mrs Phil Lloyd, Mrs Florrie Coles 

Advertizer 11 April 1977 



 
30 

 

Clean Chimneys are safe chimneys 

 

Brush and Vacuum - leakage testing - Nests removed 

Cowls, Bird Guards and cap supplied and fitted. 

Open Fire, Multi fuel stoves, Aga, Domestic and Commercial. 

Fully insured with NFU, Certificates given.  

For a Fast, Friendly and Clean Service  

or just help and advice. 

Call 01939 768319 

 

24 The Wheatlands,  

Baschurch, Shropshire.    

 

 

NACS Member 12/05 

ROSS HINES CHIMNEY SWEEPING 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Wharf House, Pant, Oswestry 
 

For all your Coal and 
Heating Oil Supplies 

Phone your Local Supplier on 
01691 830315 

info@sowenandsons.co.uk 
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outing may have been Christmas Dinner at The Brow in 2011, but unfortu-
nately I cannot confirm this date. 

At weekly meetings on Tuesdays in the Methodist Schoolroom plans were 
made for trips to the seaside, longer holidays, formal Christmas dinners, anni-
versary celebrations and, really, any excuse for a party. After refreshments, 
games were played: whist, and scrabble and all the old favourites. As the 
membership naturally dwindled, there being no more Senior Citizens to con-
tinue it, the club folded.  

Chris Hayes and family of the Avenue inherited a wonderful photo album 
from two of the last Feltonian members, most fondly remembered Olive 
Hayes, who joyfully celebrated her 90th birthday at the club in 2009 - and 
went on to enjoy more years as secretary, and Chris’ late beloved mother 
Cissie who was a keen member and appears in most of the photographs. 
Olive’s sister Evie and her husband later came to live in West Felton and soon 
joined the happy gathering. The late Mrs Dolly Jones was a particularly active 
organiser and keen to preserve the club as long as possible. (We saw her hus-
band Fred playing bowls in last month’s story of the Fox & Hounds). 

The oldest photo (date unknown) shows West Felton Brownies serving the 
tea to more than twenty members in the Schoolroom. Christmas 1984 sees 
the members enjoying Christmas Dinner in The Boat House, Ellesmere; the 
following year they were at The Black Gate, Oswestry. In December 1986 the 
Christmas party is in The Pedigree with about forty guests. Later years saw 
the Feltonians travelling further afield for their formal dinners.  

Summer garden parties at Lane End, The Milloon, and other members’ gar-
dens were a particular delight, and good opportunities for fundraising. 

Handicrafts were still popular, many of the members were particularly skilful; 
prize-winners in WI shows as well as those organised by Oswestry Associa-
tion for the Elderly (what a name for a club! Ed.).  

Looking through the album, one feels as if one is on a long road trip: Bridge-
mere; Burlton; York; Morecambe; Church Stretton; Ludlow; Hereford; Pebble 
Mill Studios Birmingham; International Convention Centre, Birmingham; 
Stratford upon Avon; Llandudno; Audlem; Southport; Llanfair PG; Aberyst-
wyth; Aberdovey; Machynlleth; The Wirral; Bowness; Newquay; Great Yar-
mouth; Grasmere, the Peak District - to name just some of their holidays and 
day trips. And as for hostelries? Too numerous to mention! They certainly 
knew how to have a good time. 
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Oliver Oakley 
with Mrs Betty 

Pearce 
 

Oliver with 
Mrs Dolly Jones 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Mrs Olive Hayes 
 
 

Mrs Rene Biggs 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Olive’s sister 
Mrs Evie Clayton 

 

90th BIRTHDAYS 
celebrated 


