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In recent articles we have been trying to provide useful information about recycling various materials including plastics BUT the big issue is, of course, why we have so much plastic in the first place, and in order to consider that we need some numbers.

The first synthetic plastic - Bakelite - was produced in 1907, marking the beginning of the global plastics industry. However, growth in global plastic production didn’t accelerate greatly until the 1950s. Over the next 65 years the annual global production of plastics increased nearly 200-fold to 381 million tonnes in 2015. 

HOW MUCH PLASTIC HAS THE WORLD PRODUCED CUMULATIVELY? 
Various reliable sources agree that by 2015, the world had produced 7.8 billion tonnes of plastic; that’s more than one tonne of plastic for every person alive today. 

HOW HAVE GLOBAL PLASTIC WASTE DISPOSAL FIGURES CHANGED OVER TIME? 
Prior to 1980, recycling and incineration of plastic was negligible; 100 percent was discarded. From 1990 onwards recycling rates increased on average by about 0.7 percent per year.
In 2015, an estimated 55 percent of global plastic waste was discarded, 25 percent was incinerated, and 20 percent recycled. 

BUT THOSE ARE GLOBAL FIGURES, HOW IS THE UK DOING?
Well, not too badly, but we could do better.  Approximately 1.45 million tonnes of household plastics packaging was consumed in 2019.  Of this total, 634,000 tonnes were plastic bottles. Just under 50% of UK plastic waste is recycled but we consumers plus all industries (especially you Packaging) need to keep improving where we can. 

Those numbers are eye-wateringly huge and so difficult for most of us to picture but it’s vital that we don’t look at those production numbers in the billions of tonnes and think ‘Oh what’s the point?’ The point really is to do as much as we possibly can to keep the recycling rates improving and to try to consume less. That last is easy to say but not always so easy to do. However one simple swap is to use soap bars instead of liquid soaps (whose pump dispensers cannot be recycled)

[bookmark: _GoBack]We hope that you are finding this series of articles helpful; we welcome any suggestions as to how we can improve our rates of recycling at the very local level. Please email, with ‘RECYCLING’ in the subject line to cheselbournecag@gmail.com

Thank you. 
Cheselbourne Climate Action Group 
