
SUBJECT TO RATIFICATION AT THE 13th OCTOBER 2025 MEETING 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday, 8th September 2025 at the 
MRCC commencing at 7pm.   

 
Present:  Councillor S Dolby 

Councillor I Harrison (Chair) 
Councillor G Hobbs  

 Councillor N Hutchings 
 Councillor A Luke 
 Councillor S Preston 
 Councillor M Talbot 
   
Also in attendance:   County Councillor Laughton and 3 members of the public 
 

NM056-26 Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from District Councillor Mrs 
Saddington.  It was AGREED that a Get Well card be sent to Councillor Mrs 
Saddington following her recent accident that prevented her attendance.   
 

NM057-26 Declarations of Interest 
Councillor  Hutchings declared a pecuniary interest in Agenda Items 9(c) and 11(b). 
Councillor Talbot declared a pecuniary interest in Agenda Items 9(c) and 10(a). 
Councillors Hobbs and Luke declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 10(a). 
 
It was AGREED that any further declarations of interest would be stated by Members 
as required during the meeting 
 

NM058-26 Minutes 
The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday,  
14th July 2025 were accepted as a true and correct record. 

  

NM059-26 Public 10 Minute Session 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.01pm to allow for the public session.  
 
No matters were raised so the meeting was immediately reconvened.   
 

NM060-26 To consider any matters that need to be raised with District Cllr Mrs Saddington 

 No report was presented as Cllr Mrs Saddington had given her apologies.  
  

NM061-26 Newark & Sherwood District Council 

(a) Flood Mary Event – 18th September 2025 – 12 noon to 6.30pm 
Members noted details of the event arranged by Newark & Sherwood District 
Council.  This was a drop-in event and Members would be welcome to attend if they 
should wish to do so.  

  



 

NM062-26 To consider any matters that need to be raised with County Councillor Laughton  
This matter would be taken if and when Councillor Laughton arrived.  

  

NM063-26 Nottinghamshire County Council 

(a) To consider the offer of Winter Assistance 
After discussion it was AGREED that the offer of 5 x 20kg bags of free salt be 
accepted.   
 
It was further AGREED that an additional 10 bags be purchased at a cost of £5 per 
bag, which would be shared with the MRCC, Church and Ferry Publ.  

  

NM064-26 Planning 

 
(a) Amended Application - 25/00395/FUL - Ashiana Restaurant And Hotel, Great North 

Road, North Muskham - New hotel room block, replacement and additional car 
parking. Relocation of flood lighting pole 
After discussion, it was not considered there was a need to change the Parish 
Council’s original response to the application.  The Parish Council had accepted the 
concerns of the adjacent neighbour, but acknowledged the worth of the venue to the 
village.  The owner would be asked to place some emphasis on protecting the access.   
 
It was proposed by the Chair that the Parish Council would write to the applicant to 
pick up on the concerns by the resident regarding access.  This was unanimously 
AGREED.   

 
(b) 25/01268/S73 – South View, Crab Lane, North Muskham - Application for Variation of 

Condition 2 to substitute approved plans with revised drawings attached to Planning 
Permission 23/01437/HOUSE; Demolish conservatory. Erect two storey and single 
storey extension 
After discussion, it was AGREED that objection be raised to the bi-fold doors which 
were out of keeping with the character of the area.  The front elevation should 
remain the same.  Additionally, to ensure the privacy of adjacent properties, the 
proposed window in the west elevation should be top hung.   
 

(c) 25/01196/HOUSE – 14 Mackleys Lane, North Muskham – New single storey rear 
extension 
Prior to consideration of this item, Councillors Hutchings and Talbot removed 
themselves from the meeting.  
 
After consideration, it was proposed by the Chair, seconded by Councillor Dolby, that 
no objection be raised to the application.  This was AGREED.  
 
Councillors Hutching and Talbot rejoined the meeting.  
 
 
 



 

The Clerk was asked to raise the lack of detailed location and block plans with 
applications which made it harder to identify the impact on adjacent properties.  The 
Clerk confirmed this should be part of the validation process.  A letter would be sent 
to the Director of Planning at Newark & Sherwood District Council to raise concerns.  
 

(d) To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan and likely requirement for further 
funding 
 
Councillor Hobbs referred to the update circulated to Members in advance of the 
meeting.  
 
Members noted the withdrawal of Government funding to assist with neighbourhood 
plans.  Councillor Hobbs advised that the Steering Group would like to request the 
Parish Council to consider additional funding of £1,500, in addition to the current 
budgeted amounts.   
 
Discussion took place on whether the Planning Consultant’s work could be reviewed 
and undertaken by Steering Group members instead.   
 
It was AGREED that Councillor Hobbs would liaise with the Planning Consultant and 
report back to the October meeting.   
 
In the meantime, the Clerk would seek clarification from the National Association of 
Local Councils on whether there was any information from Government on 
reinstatement of the grant process.  
 
In relation to a Housing Needs Survey, the Clerk would seek clarification from Newark 
& Sherwood District Council on the timescale for their survey.  

  

NM062-26 
(cont) 

To consider any matters that need to be raised with County Councillor Laughton  
With the arrival of County Councillor Laughton, the Chair suspended the meeting at 
7.52pm for his report. 
 
Councillor Laughton updated Members on the present position with Local 
Government Reform, with the ruling group putting forward proposals for option 1(b) 
which recommended Broxtowe and Gedling join the City Council.  
 
In relation to the GNR Solar Park, the County Council had retained consultants to 
respond to the flood element of the proposals.   
 
The Chair thanked Cllr Laughton for assisting with engagement with Robert Jenrick 
MP in relation to the GNR Solar Park.  
 
The Chair thanked Cllr Laughton for his report and reconvened the meeting at 
8.02pm.  
  
 



 

NM065-26 Parish Council Matters’s 

 
(a) Allotments/Green Hub Report 

Prior to consideration of this item Councillor Talbot removed himself from the 
meeting.  
 

• To consider a quotation to lay vacant plots to grass and other works 
Members noted the continuing poor condition of a number of plots, despite 
all plotholders being contacted and requested to bring them up to condition 
or advise the Parish Council if they no longer wished to continue to cultivate.  
That exercise had seen one plotholder relinquish a plot, which had been 
reallocated to a new plotholder.   
 
After discussion it was AGREED that all tenants be written to and advised that, 
in line with their agreement, they were required to bring their plots up to 
standard.   Plotholders would be given until 17th October to meet the terms of 
their agreement, if any failed to do this their tenancy would be terminated.   
 
In relation to the fencing quotation received, the Clerk was asked to seek two 
further quotations.  The work to grass vacant plots to be deferred until 
tenants had responded.  
 

(b) To mandate the Parish Council’s response to the GNR Solar Park Development 
Consent Order 
Members noted the amendments made to the plans submitted by Elements Green to 
the Planning Inspectorate.  This had seen panels removed from North Muskham.   
 
After discussion, delegated authority was given to the Chair and Vice-Chair to put 
together a response to the Development Consent Order prior to the deadline of 2nd 
October 2025.  
 

(c) To note arrangements for the 50th Anniversary of the Cromwell Lock Tragedy 
Councillor Hobbs confirmed that the 50th Anniversary of the Cromwell Lock Tragedy 
would take place on Sunday, 28th September, commencing at 11am.  Guests were 
asked to be in place by 10.30am.   A reception would be held at the Milestone 
Brewery, following the ceremony.  
 

(d) To consider arrangements for a Village Fayre/Riverside Festival in 2026 
Discussion took place around the potential for a Riverside Festival in 2026.   
 
Members were in favour of supporting a Riverside Festival, subject to interest from 
the community in organising one and volunteers coming forward to arrange any 
event.  There would need to be consultation with the MRCC in relation to the impact 
this may have on a Village Fayre.  It was AGREED that this be placed on the November 
agenda for further discussion.  
 
 



 

 
 

(e) To confirm arrangements for Remembrance Sunday 2025 
Councillor Talbot confirmed that arrangements were in place for Remembrance 
Sunday which was on Sunday, 9th November 2025.   The Clerk confirmed that 
wreathes had been ordered.  

  

NM066-26 Environmental & Community Issues 

(a) Play Area 

• To consider signage for the play area and basketball court 
After discussion, the Clerk was asked to research another sign which showed 
individual pieces of equipment and their age range.   
 

• To consider provision of a Youth Shelter 
The Chair asked that this be included within the survey planned as part of the 
Neighbourhood Plan process.   
 
Councillor Hutchings would raise this at the MRCC Committee meeting to 
establish their views, together with the potential for bicycle ramps.  An item 
to be placed on the October agenda for further discussion.   
 

(b) To receive an update on the Cafe / Hub project and to consider membership of the 
Plunkett Foundation 
Members had been circulated with the notes of the Steering Group meeting.   
 
The Chair advised that it was the intention of the Methodists to sell the chapel, but 
advice was awaited from solicitors which, once received, would be shared with the 
Parish Council.   
 
The Chair outlined the need for membership and consultancy advice and support 
from the Plunkett Foundation and proposed the Parish Council become a member, at 
the cost of £270, in order that specialist advice could be sought.  This was seconded 
by Councillor Dolby and unanimously AGREED.   The Chair advised that if additional 
consultancy support was required this would be sought when and if that stage of the 
process was reached.   
 
The Chair asked Members to consider whether they had the capacity to join the 
Steering Group to replace Councillor Hutchings as the Parish Council representative.     
  

(c) To receive an update on the Emergency Plan 
Version 3 of the Emergency Plan was currently being reviewed and would be 
submitted to the County Council once that was complete.  Councillor Hobbs advised 
that a test of the generator was still required.   
 
Councillor Luke confirmed that the relocation of the Defib was complete, but an 
electrician was required to finalise the connection.  Delegated authority was given to 



 

Councillor Talbot to retain an electrician to undertake the work.   Once this was 
complete Councillor Luke would advise the community.  
 

As 9pm had been reached the Clerk reminded Members that, in order to continue, Standing 
Orders would need to be suspended.  It was AGREED that the meeting continue to finish no later 
than 9.15pm.  
 

(d) To note the increase in swimming in the River Trent and discuss options in relation to 
public awareness of the dangers involved 
Consideration of this item was deferred to the October meeting.  
 

(e) To note the formation of a Notts Wildlife Trust Volunteer Group  
Members noted the formation of the Volunteer Group, the first meeting of which 
would be on 20th September.  
 

(f) To discuss issues in relation to speeding and consider ways to reinvigorate the 
Communtiy Speedwatch 
Members noted the response from the Senior Traffic Support Officer with 
Nottinghamshire Police in relation to the assessment of locations to site the mobile 
speed van within the village.   
 
The Chair referred to two areas on Main Street which could be locations and it was 
AGREED that the Clerk would pass these on to the Police team.  If suitable locations 
were identified residents would then be informed of the likelihood of speed 
monitoring to act as a deterrent against speeding which continued to be significant 
on Main Street.   
 
Members asked that clarification be sought on whether the 20mph limit was always 
in force, or just during school drop off and pick up times.   

  

NM067-26 Highways 

(a) There were no matters raised.   

  

NM068-26 Financial Matters 

(a) Accounts for payment 

 The Chair referred to the accounts for payment.  It was AGREED unanimously that 
the following accounts be agreed for payment: 
 

• Clerk’s Wages – July - £375 (inc backpay) 

• PAYE – July – £93.60 (inc backpay) 

• Clerk’s Wages – August – £333.60 

• PAYE – August - £83.40 

• Village Handyman – July - £404.80 

• Village Handyman – August – £231.31 

• National Grid – Disconnection Works - £1,010.72 

• Talbot Builders – Fixing of Picnic Benches – £325 



 

• Talbot Builders – Footpath Posts – £79.80 

• Hugo Fox – Emails - £20.99  

• Hugo Fox – Emails - £20.99 

• Larken & Co – Professional Fees - £26.60 

• British Recycled Plastics – 2 x Picnic Benches - £996.14 

• Flags & Flagpoles – x 2 V J Day Flags - £23.98 

• WaterPlus – Allotment Water – May to August - £186.75 
 

(b) To note any Receipts 
The following receipts were noted: 

• Newark & Sherwood Community Lottery – £147 

• Newark & Sherwood Community Lottery - £98 

• Newark & Sherwood Community Lottery Raffle - £500 

• Allotment Rent – Plot 10 - £66.41 
 

(c) Financial Report – to 31st August 2025 
Members noted the financial report as at 31st August 2025, with a balance of 
£53,646.83 across the Council’s accounts.  
 

(d) To note the National Pay Award 2025/26 
Members noted the National Pay Award had been agreed, backdated to 1st April 
2025.   
 

(e) To note the conclusion of the External Audit and actions to be taken 
Members noted the conclusion of the External Audit with no matters raised.  The 
Clerk advised that the Notice of Conclusion of Audit would now be progressed.  
 

(f) To receive details of the transfer of funds to the Community Reserve Account from 
the Current Account 
This item was deferred for consideration at the October meeting.  
 

(g) To note progression of the disconnection of the light at the MRCC 
The Clerk advised that the order for works had been placed and fee paid, 50% of 
which would be met by the MRCC.  A date for delivery of the works was awaited.  

  

NM069-26 Notts Association of Local Councils 

(a) September Newsletter  
A copy of the newsletter had been circulated to Members for information.  

  

NM070-26 Correspondence 

 There was none to receive.  
 

NM071-26 Date of Next Meeting 
Monday, 13th October 2025 
 



 

Councillor Mrs Luke asked that an item on Health be included on the agenda.  

 
The meeting closed at 9.15pm.   
 


