Stonham Aspal Parish Council
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 
held at 8pm on Tuesday 6th May 2025 at the Village Hall
Present: Cllr Emberson (Chair), Cllr Morley, Cllr Wright, Cllr Mullings, Cllr Mitson, Cllr Brooks, Cllr Betts
Attendance: Members of the public and Sam Pass (Clerk)

	25.49
	Election and appointment of the Chair of the Parish Council for the Year 2025/26 - council members agreed for Cllr Emberson to continue as Chair.

	25.50
	Election and appointment of the Vice Chair of the Parish Council for the Year 2025/26 - council members agreed for Cllr Morely to continue as Vice Chair.

	25.51
	Member Absences - none

	25.52
	Declaration Pecuniary and non-Pecuniary Interest - None 


	25.53
	Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting on 1st April 2025
Those present at the meeting unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting for the above dates were an accurate record, and the Chair signed a copy.

	25.54
	Contributions by Members of the Public – none


	25.55

25.55.1














25.55.2

25.55.3





	Planning

Consideration of Planning Applications
DC/25/00312 | Householder Application - Creation of a dropped kerb | The Old Post Office The Street Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6AF
At the Parish Council meeting on 6th May 2025, the PC voted unanimously to OBJECT to the application in its current form.  Concerns were raised that the accompanying drawing was unclear and inaccurate. The plans failed to show key existing features like parking spaces, bollards, and the projecting curb installed alongside the existing access.  These failings make it difficult for the public and organisations to provide informed feedback. 

Additionally, there was concern that the proposed changes would eliminate the existing single parking space which is a necessary refuge for wedding and funeral cars at the church. 

Finally, members expressed confusion as the application claims to improve visibility, but it was not clear how this was to be achieved.

Decision Notices - none

Other planning matters
Cllr Emberson updated the meeting with the progress of his personal complaint against MSDC, which was the complaint not upheld at stage 1.  This was despite being the same complaint as the one made by the Parish Council which was partially upheld but was regarded as an unsatisfactory response and lack of MSDC action.  MSDC have suggested the idea of reinstating quarterly meetings with Stonham Barns. 

	25.56

25.56.1





25.56.2


25.56.3




25.56.4

	Finance

Authorisation of payments – were agreed and the payment sheet signed by Cllr Emberson and Mullings:
Clerk salary for April £224.02
Clerk office expenses for printing £1.49
SALC payroll provision £54.00
SALC membership £306.41

Review and approve of the Asset Register – move to June agenda

Review and approve the bank reconciliation to 31st March – agreed and signed by Cllr Emberson and Mullings
Balance of Barclays current a/c - £9,115.17
Balance of Barclays business a/c - £68,899.36

Review and approve the income and expenditure against budget report up to 31st March – all members agreed the report


	25.57
	Governance – move to June agenda

	25.58

25.58.1




25.58.2

25.58.3

	To receive reports from Councillors assigned to the following:

People and Place Plan by Cllr Morley 
The plan is live and has been promoted through social media and uploaded to the parish council website, there have been no responses or comments.  Cllr Emberson will post on Facebook again.
It was thought that it may be productive to know the ‘click’ figures for the parish council website ACTION Clerk 

Recreation ground by Cllr Betts – no updates

Stonham Aspal Football Club by Cllr Emberson
Councillors were recently invited to tour the new football club facility and were very impressed with the development. It will be an asset to the community with plenty of opportunity for the parish.  Hoping to see activity over the coming summer months.


	25.59
	Renewal of Trustees to village charities – no longer needed to discuss at Parish Council meetings

	25.60

	To note any communications
· People and Place Plan request for parishioner comments
· Stonham Aspal Football Club
· Annual parish meeting outcome 
· CIL application reminder with a deadline of 3rd June for consideration on 1st July 


	25.61
	Update on any other matters arising from previous meeting – none 


	25.62
	Agree proposed date of next meeting on 3rd June 2025
All agreed.  Cllr Wright gave his apologies. 


	
	Chair closed the meeting at 8.50pm
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