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Bertie Parker Walton  
Collingham’s Conscientious Objector 

 
 
        ‘The case of Bertie Parker Walton was perhaps the most intriguing in the Newark area 
during the entire War. All men who hesitated to volunteer to fight in The Great War were 
branded ‘shirkers’ by the patriotic population; but Bertie seems to have been singled out for 
particular venom by the local authorities. Try as I might, I have not yet discovered whether he 
was ever sent to War.’ 
 
 

- Trevor Frecknall, author of ‘Newark in the Great War’  
 

Bertie Walton 
 
Bertie Parker Walton was born in Newark in 1897, the only child of Charles John Walton (1870-
1954) and Emma Walton née Parker (1869 - 1935). Charles, from Beccles in Suffolk, was initially 
a coach-painter and then a house painter. 
 
Around 1910 the Waltons moved from Barnby Gate, 
Newark, to Woodhill Road in Collingham (somewhere 
between nos 14 and 20). Charles advertised his 
painting and decorating business under his middle 
name of John in Kelly’s trade directories. He would 
have been in direct competition with painter Henry 
Hoe (1854-1920) on Low Street.  Hoe, whose son Frank 
(1898-1982) was almost the same age as Bertie, was a 
well-established figure in the village.  
 
It would seem that unlike Frank, Bertie had no 
intention of following his father and grandfather 
before him into the painting and decorating trade. In 
1916 the 18-year old was a clerk at Wakes and Lamb, 
an engineering firm based in Mill Gate, Newark.  
 
Where he did follow in his father’s footsteps was in his 
faith; like Charles (and Emma), Bertie was a Christadelphian. Records show he was baptised in 
Newark on May 22nd 1912, aged 15 and welcomed into the Newark Christadelphian Ecclesia 
(church) thereafter. The family would make the 6-mile journey to Newark and back every 
Sunday. The Newark ecclesia’s register notes they would often arrived late, which isn’t 
surprising given they probably walked.  
 

Christadelphians  
 

Photo: Woodhill Road from Rio Drive. The Waltons 
lived to the right of Dawnsmere (no 20 Woodhill 
Road on the left). 
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Founded: In the USA in 1848  
Founder: John Thomas (1805-1871) 
 
About: ‘The name Christadelphian means ‘brothers in Christ’.  The Christadelphians have no 
paid ministry, no robes, or elaborate ceremonies. There is no ‘head of the church’ and no 
legislative council. Their ecclesias organise their own affairs, though the pattern is very similar 
everywhere.  Like the ‘elders’ of New Testament times, members are appointed by each ecclesia 
to manage its affairs and preside at its meetings. 
At the weekly meeting for the ‘breaking of bread’, there are hymns, prayers, readings from the 
Bible, and a short talk (an ‘exhortation’). The bread and wine circulate among all the ‘brothers 
and sisters’ present. Voluntary collections are taken to meet all the expenses. 
Christadelphians hold regular public talks and exhibitions about the Bible and what it teaches. 
They also teach children in Sunday Schools and Youth Groups. As a community, Christadelphians 
try to help and care for each other, with ecclesias in many parts of the world.’1 
 
Newark has had a Christadelphian ecclesia since 1850. For many years they met in various halls 
and rooms in the town centre. It is believed during the war years they frequently hired The 
Corinthian Rooms in Carter Gate. Meetings were often advertised in the local papers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1 http://www.dawnbooksupply.co.uk/  

Above: ‘A lecture will be delivered (God willing) in the Friendly Society’s Hall on Sunday night 
at 6.30. All seats free. No collection…’  Notice placed in the Newark Herald 1916   

http://www.dawnbooksupply.co.uk/
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There is still an ecclesia in Newark today. They meet at the Christadelphian Hall on Cliff Nook 
Lane. 
 
 

 The Waltons in Collingham 
                
The Waltons settled down well in Collingham. The 1911 census finds them in a 5-roomed house 
with Bertie at school, Emma a housewife and Charles with his own account as a painter. No 
doubt Collingham, with its long history of Nonconformism2, suited them, despite the long 
journey to their own church every Sunday.  
 
Woodhill Road was quiet with mainly farms and farm workers’ cottages beyond the junction 
with the High Street. The clear views over the fields from their front windows would have been 
very different from their house on 42 Barnby Gate and presumably the family would have been 
made as welcome as any newcomers. In fact, people were probably much more interested in 
the family two doors up.  
 
Living in Waterloo House was widow Martha Aimee Swann (1846-1936) and her daughter Kate. 
Born in Nassau, on the Bahamas, where she’d raised eight children with her husband, the late 
Rev. Robert Swann, Aimee (as she preferred to be called), had moved to England in the mid-
1880s where Robert had a living as the rector of Marholm Parish near Peterborough. After his 
death in 1899, the remaining Swanns had a spell in Cheltenham before moving to Collingham 
around the same time as the Waltons.  To make Aimee even more of a curiosity in social circles, 
her eldest son, another Robert, who had worked for the Indian government, and his Belgian 
wife Madeleine, plus their Bombay-born children, were staying in Waterloo House for the 
duration of the War. Nassau! Bombay! How plain and ordinary the Waltons must have seemed 
by comparison – just how they preferred it.  

 
 
 

  Then came the War, and with it, in 1916, conscription… 
 
 

                                                           
2 John Theaker, Quaker, lived in Collingham c 1660 (see Issue 6 East Midlands Heritage magazine p9) The Baptist Church in 
Collingham was the oldest in Nottinghamshire est. c 1670 closed 2012. There was also a Meeting Room of the Plymouth 
Brethren (19 Low St) a Jericho Hall and several chapels.  

Above: Woodhill Road 1900 OS Map with the Walton’s property highlighted in yellow, two doors down from 
‘Waterloo House’ on its left.  
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The Military Service Act 1916 
 
            The Military Service Act was passed in January, 1916. For the first time in British history, 
men could be conscripted into the army. While this was common practice in countries such as 
Germany, the British had always relied on a territorial force3 in times of need to supplement 
the regular army. However, the huge losses on the Western Front since 1914 meant the regular 
army and even the territorials were perilously low in strength. Lord Kitchener’s ‘New Army’, 
made up entirely of civilians, had bolstered numbers but it was still not enough to meet 
demand. By now the queues of bright-eyed, enthusiastic young men raring to enlist had long 
gone, leading to an urgent need to find more recruits. After the failed ‘Derby Scheme’4 
conscription was seen as the only option and from March 1916 all single men of eligible age 
(aged 18-41) had to join up. In May, it was extended to married men in the same age group.  
               The new act was met with great opposition, especially from Socialist groups and those 
who saw it as an erosion of freedom and civil rights. To offset these protests, Herbert Asquith, 
the prime minster, inserted a ‘conscience clause’ into the Act.  Those wishing to abstain could 
apply for a certificate of exemption.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 
 
 
 
  Above: Image of the certificate of exemption  

 
Grounds for exemption were: 
 

• Unfit on medical grounds.  

                                                           
3 Newark had the Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry, for example 
4 Using data collected in the National Survey in 1915, the Group Scheme (or Derby Scheme named after its instigator, Lord Derby) was a bid to 
coax men in reserved occupations and those who had so far not enlisted to do so between Oct 1915 & Feb 1916. However, of the 318,000 + fit 
men, 38% single and 54% married men refused to do so. 
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• Serving in a reserved occupation such as doctor, teacher, clergyman or work of national 

importance such as iron and steel, farming etc 

• Military Service would cause undue hardship to livelihood or family 

• Conscientious objection on moral, political or religious grounds  

Medical Grounds for Exemption 

 

Those men seeking exemption on medical grounds had to undergo medical examinations. They 

were given a category rating from A-D with ‘A1’ being ‘fit for dispatching overseas’ and ‘D’ 

being ‘unfit but could be fit for limited duties within six months.’ 

 

Table of Categories Measuring Recruits Fitness for the British Army 1914-1918 

   A    
Able to march, see to shoot, hear well and stand active service conditions. 
Subcategories: 

Al Fit for dispatching overseas, as regards physical and mental health, and training 

A2 As Al, except for training 

A3 Returned Expeditionary Force men, ready except for physical condition 

A4 Men under 19 who would be Al or A2 when aged 19 

B 

Free from serious organic diseases, able to stand service on lines of communication in France, or 
in garrisons in the tropics. 
Subcategories: 

Bl Able to march 5 miles, see to shoot with glasses, and hear well 

B2 Able to walk 5 miles, see and hear sufficiently for ordinary purposes 

B3 Only suitable for sedentary work 

C 
Free from serious organic diseases, able to stand service in garrisons at home. 
Subcategories: 

Cl Able to march 5 miles, see to shoot with glasses, and hear well 

C2 Able to walk 5 miles, see and hear sufficiently for ordinary purposes 

C3 Only suitable for sedentary work 

D 
Unfit but could be fit within 6 months. 
Subcategories: 

Dl Regular RA, RE, infantry in Command Depots 

D2 Regular RA, RE, infantry in Regimental Depots 

D3 Men in any depot or unit awaiting treatment 

 

As can be seen, even those classed as C3 and D were still deemed potentially able to carry out 

certain roles within a military context. 
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Conscientious Objectors (COs) 
 
‘What do we mean by conscientious objector? Is a shirker a conscientious objector? Is a coward 
a conscientious objector? No; a man is not a conscientious objector unless he has principle or 
religion behind him. That man I would stand by with all my heart and power… If a man’s 
convictions are honest, sincere convictions, he ought to be honoured for them.’ 
 

- Rev. Fuller Gooch May 19165 
 

There were 3 different types of exemption for conscientious objectors in 1916: 
 

• Absolute Exemption meaning they were free to 

go about their lives. 
 

Many pacifists and socialists were absolutists. Number 9 of 
the Ten Socialist Commandments is: ‘Do not think that he 
who loves his own country must hate and despise other 
nations, or wish for war, which is a remnant of barbarism.’6  

 
The establishment of the No-Conscription Fellowship 
movement in London in November 1914 was a leading 
force in opposition to conscription in any shape or form.  
The group consisted of many luminaries such as 
philosopher Bertrand Russell and Fenner Brockway (right) 
of the Independent Labour Party. The committee’s 
publication of ‘The Tribunal’ newssheet was a constant 
thorn in the side of the government. Brockway was jailed 
for refusing conscription and spent time in the Tower of 
London and later Lincoln Prison, not being released until 
1919.  

 
 

Absolutists were the most stigmatised and vilified of all conscientious objectors by the 

Establishment.  Some 1,350 men held out for ‘‘absolute’’ exemption from military service and 

around 985 of these refused to recognise the tribunals or the military orders they received as 

non-combatants. 
 
 

                                                           
5 Refusing to Kill published by Peace Pledge Union p 4 
6 Cyril Pearce ‘Comrades in Conscience’ p 53. See sources 
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• Conditional Exemption meaning men would not need to serve in the forces but had to 
do ‘work of national importance’ (WNI) at home eg: in munitions, down the pit, in 
hospitals etc. 

 
 
 
 

• Exemption from combatant duties only   
These men agreed to serve in the armed 
forces but refused to fight or use weapons. 
Instead they were given roles such as 
stretcher-bearers or medics. Others were 
tasked with labouring jobs such as building 
roads, railways, driving, or digging 
sanitation pits in the trenches. 
 
Non-combatants were expected to wear 
uniform and undergo military training.  
 
Quakers were well known for filling non-
combatant roles and formed the FAU 
(Friends Ambulance Unit) providing medical 
care to the sick and wounded on the 
Western Front. 
 
 At least 20 men from Nottingham 
were members of the FAU7. 

 

Tribunals 
 
2,000 Tribunals were set up around Britain to ‘honestly and fairly judge the sincerity of men 
who applied for exemption.’ The 
Tribunals were set up in a similar way 
to a court but without judges or 
lawyers. Instead the appointed men 
(very few women served on these 
panels) were typically those of social 
standing within the local community 
such as bank managers, councillors, 
businessmen, clergy etc. In addition, 
each Tribunal had a Military 
Representative and in rural regions, 
an Agricultural Representative.  
 
The Tribunals would consider 
applications for exemption. Usually 
the applicant had to 

                                                           
7 Source: http://www.nottsheritagegateway.org.uk/people/cos.htm  

Above: Cartoonist Donald McGill’s (1875-1962) take on a ‘typical’ Tribunal scene c/o Tony Allen 

Above: Stretcher-bearers (denoted by SB armbands) were 
non-combatants & often COs. 

http://www.nottsheritagegateway.org.uk/people/cos.htm
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appoint someone to speak on their behalf, such as their employer or father (in many cases the 
applicant’s employer was his father).  
 
If the application for exemption was turned down, there was an appeals process.  
 
 

The Newark Rural Tribunals  
 
 
The Newark Tribunals took place at the Ossington Coffee Palace on Beast Market, Newark (now 
Zizzi’s) although occasionally they were held at the Duke of Newcastle’s Estate Office.  
Newark’s Mayor, coal merchant and proprietor of the Newark Advertiser John Kew (1868-1929) 
was chairman.  
 
 
 A typical panel in 19168 consisted of:  
 
 Chairman: J Kew  
 Messrs      J Spray (seed merchant)  
                   W Buck, & F G Vessey JP. 
 Military Reps: C C Curtis and/or Col E H Nicholson, 
commanding officer of the Notts Volunteer Force.  
Agricultural Rep: Mr J C Fisher 
Clerk:  Mr A J Franks (Arthur James Franks, Clerk to the 
Newark Rural District Council & Board of Guardians) 
 
The Tribunals met at least once a month and the 
outcomes were reported in the local papers: the 
Newark Herald (Saturdays) and the Newark Advertiser 
(Wednesdays).  
 
Appeals were heard by Nottingham’s County Appeal 
Tribunal at Shire Hall (now the Galleries of Justice 
Museum). 
 
 
The vast majority of the cases were from farmers, shopkeepers and tradesmen fearful of the 
impact on their businesses and their families if they or their workers were sent to the Front. 
Often, the applicants already had one (or more) workers fighting and were already struggling to 
keep on top of things. These cases were often only given only conditional exemption with 
orders to enlist being deferred for a few months.  
 
It’s telling that women were often used as a reason why exemption was denied. Collingham 
butcher George Thompson was told, for example, that his 32-year-old daughter, Charlotte, 
could take over in the slaughterhouse from her brother Ralph. Father-of-three Ernest Healey 
was told his wife Florence could run the general dealer’s shop (Feb. 1917). Two stunning 
examples of how super-capable women had become all of a sudden. Anyone would wonder 
why those suffragettes had needed to do all that protesting before the War.   
                                                           
8 Source: Newark Advertiser Aug 1916 (held at Newark Library on microfiche)  

The Ossington Coffee Palace c 1915 
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There was an added dimension to the Newark Tribunals 
for Collingham men that didn’t affect those from, say 
Lowdham or Balderton. The Military Representative, 
Charles Constable Curtis Esq. JP, (1852-1936), owned a 
great deal of land in the Collingham area. Not only the 
land, but many a tied cottage, too.  Add to that the fact 
that his only son, Thomas Lancelot Constable Curtis 
(1888-1956) was in France fighting in the thick of it with 
the Coldstream Guards, it’s not difficult to imagine what 
it must have been like to face ‘Squire Curtis’ across the 
table.  While there is no evidence that Curtis was 
anything other than ‘honest and fair’ in his dealings with 
the men before him there is no doubt where his 
priorities lay.  

 
 
Right: Charles Constable Curtis in 1907 
 
 
 

Bertie Walton and the Tribunals 
 
           As mentioned, Bertie Walton was a Christadelphian and the ‘brothers in Christ’ were 
absolutists, meaning they didn’t believe in any form of military service. Luckily, one of the 
Christadelphians’ leading lights in London, Frank Jannaway, had provided the War Office with a 
register of all bone fide Christadelphians of military service age. Any Christadelphians applying 
for exemption were checked against this register. Bertie Walton was No.156. L.229.   
 
          When Bertie Walton’s plea for absolute exemption was put before the Tribunal, he must 
have been fairly confident, given Jannaway’s register, of a speedy hearing. He couldn’t have 
been more wrong.   The following accounts are from Trevor Frecknall’s ‘Collingham and district 
in The Great War.’10 They are a chronology of the Tribunal meetings reported in the local press 
featuring Walton:   
 
Thursday 16 March 1916: Newark Rural District Tribunal refused to exempt from military 
service Bertie Parker Walton, 18, of Woodhill Road, North Collingham, a Christadelphian for 
four years and a conscientious objector. He said he was doing War Work as a clerk at Wakes 
and Lamb11. They said he was not indispensable. Bertie launched an appeal …  
 
 
Monday 3 April 1916: Among Newark Rural District appeals heard by the Notts Appeal Tribunal 
under the presidency of Lord Galway in the foreboding settings of Nottingham Shire Hall12, 
which historically was the scene of public hangings, William Mitchelson, managing partner in 
the Collingham grocery and provisions stores, is told to enlist immediately; women can do his 

                                                           
9 Source: Cyril Pearce via letter Dec 2014 
10 See sources 
11 Wakes & Lamb were an engineering firm on Mill Gate, Newark 
12 Shire Hall is now better known as The Galleries of Justice Museum, Nottingham 
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work … Farmer’s son Leonard Taylor, 29, was given until 1 June to get the corn sown before 
going off to fight. Farmer’s son Sydney Blay Clements, 20, of South Scarle was given until 1 June 
to sow the corn and enlist ... Conscientious objector Bertie Walton was told he must do non-
combatant service; he insisted he would not. 
 
In the following report, Bertie wasn’t at the hearing but he was being made an example of: 
 
Tuesday 15 August 1916: Newark Rural Tribunal had another long sitting – and members 
complained of a ‘scandal’ that men refused relief from military service had yet to be called-up. 
Chairman Kew said it was most unfair to men who had made sacrifices and gone into the Army 
that others equally liable should escape. The matter was becoming a public scandal and he 
would be no party to it. A strong protest would have to be made to the War Office and HQ at 
Derby. For instance, a young man named Walton from Collingham was turned down by the 
Tribunal. He had a conscientious objection to serving though he was working in munitions. 
Various excuses why this young man had not yet gone into the Army had been given out, none 
of which allayed the public complaints. Clerk Franks said it was probably because Walton was 
only 18; he could not be enlisted until he was 19. Chairman Kew persisted: “I shall have this 
case inquired into forthwith. If the facts are as reported to the Tribunal, I shall make strong 
representations in the proper quarters.”  
 
There are no details of where these ‘public complaints’ about Bertie had come from. 
 
Tuesday 16 January 1917: Newark Rural Tribunal chairman Kew was furious that conscientious 
objector Bertie Walton, 19, was still at home in Collingham “doing a lot of harm to recruiting 
and the work of the Tribunal” months after he had been ordered to go for non-combatant 
service. By some means he appeared to have been shielded in a most extraordinary manner. 
Tribunal was very dissatisfied with the military because there seems neither rhyme nor reason 
for this man not being in the Army. Colonel Nicholson said he had written two strong letters to 
the recruiting officer but had had not even received an acknowledgement. It was decided to 
ask Captain Starkey MP to raise the matter in the House of Commons; and to write to the 
Secretary of State for War.  
 
 
Friday 16 February 1917: Newark Rural Tribunal announced its complaints about conscientious 
objector Bertie Walton were being investigated by the War Office. Chairman Kew said inquiries 
would centre on how the War Office exempted Bertie from military service at the insistence of 
Frank G Jannaway, head of the Christadelphians ... 
 
 
March 1917    By March 1917 Bertie had moved from Wakes & Lamb to working part-time for a 
Mr Ellis, miller. Mr Ellis was told by the Tribunal that part-time work was not acceptable and 
Bertie was directed to full time work in munitions or on the land. An army medical passed him 
as only grade ‘C1’13 and he was judged unsuitable for farm work. Mr Ellis offered him full-time 
work.’14 According to Frecknall, Mr Kew made no mention of this. ‘He merely added that the 
Tribunal was ‘very dissatisfied with the military’ because there seemed neither rhyme nor 
reason for this man not being in the army. The Military Representative, Colonel Nicholson, said 
he had written two strong letters to the recruiting officer but had not even received an 

                                                           
13 Categories ranged from A1 to D3. C1 = ‘Able to walk 5 miles, see with glasses and hear well.’  
14 Cyril Pearce letter / date as before 
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acknowledgement. Tribunal decided to ask Capt. Starkey (Newark’s MP) to raise the matter in 
the House of Commons; and to write to the Secretary of State for War.’ 
 
‘ 
This was, apparently, the last mention of Bertie from the Newark Tribunal. 
Whether Starkey raised the matter in the House of Commons or not requires further research 
 
 

Reaction in the Village 
 
News of Bertie’s constant refusals to enlist would have travelled fast through the district.  No 
matter how sure Bertie was of his religious convictions, and how much support he had from his 
family and ecclesia, there was bound to be a backlash from some quarters. However, the only 
recorded criticism beyond the Tribunals was from the Rector of St John the Baptist, Rev. Albert 
Maxwell. In his monthly newsletter for South Collingham (August 1917) he acerbically points 
out that: ‘ Not one in this parish15 has refused to serve when the call has come, by slinking away 
through the loophole of conscientious objection, which was most regrettably left open by the 
late Government responsible for the Conscription Act.’ He then continues to barrack his own 
parishioners for not praying enough for the soldiers, lamenting the absence of many of their 
relatives and friends at church services. 
 
It is also noticeable that Charles Walton, unlike Henry Hoe, didn’t advertise his business in the 
1916 trade directory, although he had done so for the first time in 1912 and did so from the 
1922 edition onwards. This might be reading too much into things!  
 
The Electoral Register for 1925 shows that Bertie was still living with his parents on Woodhill 
Road so he was certainly not hounded out of the village. Whether he was subject to any verbal 
abuse or, conversely, respected for his beliefs, is unknown. 
 
 

Did Bertie Walton serve in the army? 
 

                                                           
15 North and South Collingham were separate parishes until the 1970s. Bertie lived in North Collingham 
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In 1918, the Tribunals were still meeting and still sending men to the Western Front. The 
Germans’ huge successes during the Spring Offensives from March – June and our continued 
losses created panic and there were appeals in the House of Commons to widen the criteria for 
conscription further. Men over 40 
and 50 - those in previous 
reserved occupations – were all 
targeted as the War office 
‘scraping ever closer to the 
bottom of the barrel’ as Trevor 
Frecknall put it. Was Bertie finally 
browbeaten into joining up?  

 
There are medal index cards for 
dozens of ‘Bertie Waltons’ who 
served in the armed forces 1914-
1918 but their details don’t 
appear to fit Collingham’s Bertie 
Walton. This is another area for 
further research. 
 
Above: A medal index card for a Bertie Walton.  

 
 
 

Trevor Frecknall’s final entry on Bertie: 
 

Monday 27 December 1926: Collingham’s most reviled ‘hang back’ was married – and in some 
style. Bertie Parker Walton wedded Kathleen Mary Stevenson (born 1906, Newark), who lived 
at 5 Church Street, Newark, with her widowed mother Lucy Ann (born 1878, Sutton-on-Trent), 
her butcher father William Lawton Stevenson (born 1879, Farndon) having died in 1924. There 
was not even a mention of Bertie’s beliefs causing so much controversy during the War in the 
Advertiser report of what it called “an interesting local wedding” in Newark Parish Church. Of 
greatest interest to the reader were Bertie’s gifts to his beloved: a fur coat and a gold signet 
ring. She gave him a gold wristlet watch, a very modern accessory in an age dominated by the 
fob watch. There was no hint in the report of what the groom did for a living or where the 
happy couple would live after their London honeymoon. But both died in Gloucestershire: 
Bertie in 1967, Kathleen in 1970. 
 
                                                                    ooOOOOoo 
 
Added:   Bertie’s wife Kathleen and her parents were also Christadelphians.  
 
The Newark Christadelphian Ecclesia’s records show that Bertie and Kathleen moved to Ashby-
de-la-Zouch in February 1927 and joined the Ashby ecclesia.  
 
The Dalgleish family tree on Ancestry.co.uk indicates that Bertie and Kathleen had at least one 
child – Peter Walton (1928-1999).  
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Bertie’s father, Charles, was remembered by Collingham resident George Longland16. George, 
whose parents later lived next door to the Waltons, recalled: ‘…he used to talk to his hens every 
day. I’d hear the old man over the fence every day murmuring, ‘It’s three or four days since you 
laid ... time you gave me another one for my breakfast.’ And every Sunday he cycled into 
Newark to his church. Come hail, rain, snow or blow, he never missed.’ 
 

Conclusion 
 
During World War One, about 16,000 conscientious objectors stood up for the right not to bear 
arms. Many were jailed for their beliefs, and in the infamous case of the Richmond Sixteen, 
almost shot by firing squad for treason:  http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/learn/story-of-
england/modern/richmond-sixteen/ 
  
 It is easy to see how conscientious objectors, especially absolutists like Bertie, might be 
pilloried for not ‘doing their bit.’ The threat of German invasion was a real one and the thought 
of defeat by the ‘Hun’ unconscionable.  Traditionalists like John Kew, who had worked tirelessly 
throughout the war, alongside his wife, Annie, to support the local troops, firmly believed the 
Germans must be overcome at all costs. The notion of ‘patriotic duty’ was a strong and dearly 
held belief by the majority at the time. Men and women like Kew simple couldn’t understand 
how anyone, regardless of religion, could even contemplate not stepping forward to defend 
their country in such extreme circumstances. 
 
  
 

                                                           
16 George Longland 1922-2016 interviewed by T Frecknall and Helena Pielichaty 2015 

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/learn/story-of-england/modern/richmond-sixteen/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/learn/story-of-england/modern/richmond-sixteen/
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On the other hand, it is hard not to admire Bertie Walton. He was, after all, barely nineteen 
when he faced the wrath of the Tribunal time and time again. His faith 
must have been very sure indeed to give him the strength to stand up 
for what he believed in. After all, it is one thing being a conscientious 
objector in a large town where like-minded people gather and support 
each other, quite another when you live in a small village where even 
the vicar is hostile towards you. 
 
 
The tale of Bertie Walton, Collingham’s conscientious objector, is an 
intriguing one and adds to the many, many stories the villages have of 
the Great War.  
 
As a final twist, we return to Rev. Maxwell. 
  
In 1919 he, along with his South Collingham War Memorial Committee, 
chose to honour the dead by commissioning a parishioners’ plaque and 
a beautiful stained glass window by renowned glassmakers Shrigley 
and Hunt. There’s nothing unusual in that – most towns and villages 
did the same. What is interesting is that the committee chose St 
Martin of Tours, the Patron Saint of Conscientious Objectors, for one 
of its lights.  
 
 
 
 
Right: The light showing St Martin of Tours in front of his cathedral; part of the War Memorial window in St John 
the Baptist Church 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 15 of 19 
 

Pictorial References 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Report of the Newark Rural Tribunal in The Newark Herald, Sat 19th 
Aug 1916 courtesy of Newark Library  

 



Page 16 of 19 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Daily Telegraph Wednesday April 10th 1918 proposals to extend the age for conscription 
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Kelly’s Trade directory page for 1912 with John Walton’s entry - middle column third from the 
bottom - courtesy of Newark Library Local Studies 
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The South Collingham Parish Newsletter courtesy of Collingham and District Local History 
Society 
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Sources: 
 

 Book: T Frecknall Collingham and district in The Great War published 2015 

 Website: Ancestry.co.uk (for census returns) 

 Newark Advertiser/Newark Herald microfiche 1916-1918 available to view in Newark 

Library 

 Correspondence with Cyril Pearce 2014. The Pearce Register of Conscientious Objectors 

is available to view online via the Imperial War Museum website 

http://www.1914.org/news/cos/   

 Correspondence with Edward Purver of Newark Christadelphian Ecclesia via email April 

2018 

 Book: Refusing to Kill –  conscientious objection and human rights in the first world war 

Peace Pledge Union publications by Meager & Harrison 2006 (from Five Leaves 

bookshop, Nottingham https://fiveleavesbookshop.co.uk/)  

 Book: Cyril Pearce ‘Comrades in Conscience’ – the story of an English community’s 

opposition to the Great War Francis Boutle publishers 2001 

 The Daily Telegraph (see p 15)  

 Tony Allen post cards: www.worldwar1postcards.com  

 South Collingham Parish Newsletter courtesy of Collingham and District Local History 

Society (the Society holds the entire archive of Rev Maxwell’s newsletters throughout 

the War Ref: EC/B/46-52 

 
 
 
 
 
For more information on the modern Christadelphian Ecclesia in Nottinghamshire go to 
http://www.ukchristadelphians.org.uk/info.asp?area=12 
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