
Lowther Garth formerly known as the Lowther Arms Inn, Beaumont
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Mrs Jane Armstrong, right, landlady of the Lowther's Arms, Beaumont, wi
grand-daughter Jane and daughter Bella, about 1890. In 1869 the pub was called the
Lion and Unicorn.

This remote building, off
the edge of Burgh
Marsh, was once ft
Lady Lowther Inn.

Its heyday was in.the
18th Century when
Sandsfield was a bus-
tling port.

The Lady Lowther is
fairly certain to be Fa-
ther Crackenthorp’s Inn,
which features in Walter
Scott's Redgauntlet.

Thomas Percival was
landlord in 1882 and
George Johnston in
1910.

Below: The inn sign of
the Lady
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Pub landlady Jane carted coal from Carlisle aged 93

A PLEA was made on behalf
of Willie McCormick of
Cargo in the Cumberland
News June 26, 1992, for a pho-
tograph of the Lowther Arms
at Beaumont.

“The pub,” said Mr
McCormick, was owned by
his mother’s parents.

It had long been closed,
but he hoped “to track down
a photograph of it when it
was in operation.”

Looking through the suc-
cessive weeks of the news-
paper, there was no
response and the trail went
cold.

‘There are not many views
of Beaumont, but on one of
the few postcards of the Vil
lage, the Lowther Arms
was the subject, shown on
the corner of the New
Sandsfield road, looking
north from the'Castle
Green,

The style of lettering on
the inn sign looks modern
and the postcard appears to
have been produced in the
1920s.

The choice of name for the
pub was a popular one in
this area, being within the
Barony of Burgh, when the
lord of the manor was the
Earl of Lonsdale, a title held
by a member of the Lowther
family.

Tiooking more closely at
the inn on the photograph,
it is undoubtedly 19th cen-
tury, yet we find as early as
1829, listed under Beaumont,
parish in Parson and
White’s Directory of Cumber-
land, “Nancy Barnes, victu-
aller, Lowther Arms.”

Perhaps the pub had been
rebuilt to meet the needs of
the navvies constructing
Carlisle Canal, or the hopes
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of an increase of prosperity
in the village after the open-
ing of the canal in 1823.

An indication of the
antiquity of the pub was
given in the Cumberland
News in 1957 when it was
referred to as “eenturies
old” and it contained a *17th
century court cupboard.”

These large carved cup-
boards were built-in fea-
tures and once completed
100 big to be removed
through the small windows
and doorways of that period.

What was also a rare sur-
vival was “the old-fashioned
chimney-place in the kit
chen.”

This seemingly insignific-
ant building was rarely
‘mentioned in the local
press, but in February 1881,
‘the Carlisle Journal repor-
ted a meeting of the Licens-
ing Sessigns; Hannah
Barnes 6f the Lowther Arms
at Beaumont was in posses-
sion of that house when she.
died intestate and “a new
licence was granted to Wil-
liam Harrison.”
~ The most illustrious land-
lady was Jane Armstrong.

Her husband, John, had
been the miller at Monkhill
Mill and became the tenant
of the Lowther Arms on his
retirement.

When he died in 1892,
Jane continued as landlady
until she was 88, the Journ-
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@ THE LOCAL: The Lowther Arms at Beaumount in the Twenties. Remarkably, this out-of-the-way pub
survived until 1957 under the Carlisle and District State Management Scheme

al advertising in 1903 “to be
sold on the premises, the
trade utensils of Mrs Arm-
strong who is leaving the
inn.”

She featured again in the
Journal in 1907 when at the
age of 93 she was regularly
driving a cart to Burgh to
collect coal.

Tt was rare to find pho-
tographs in the newspapers
of 1915, other than of sol-
diers, but Jane Armstrong’s
100th birthday was marked
by the publication of a photo
with four generations of her
family at Beaumont.

The caption stated that
after leaving Drumburgh at
23 to marry at Gretna, she
had lived in Beaumont for 77
years.

She was born in Glasgow
where her father, a native of
Alirdrie, was a soldier in the
Scots Greys.

As well as acting as care-
aker for the church, Mrs
Armstrong was often seen
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out on the roads exercising
greyhound puppies which
she reared for Mr Michael.

Shortly after the celebra-
tion of her birthday, the
Journal carried Mrs Arm-
strong’s obituary.

With the decision to
nationalise pubs on both
sides of the Solway in 1916,
the Central Control Board
compulsorily purchased the
Lowther Arms, but instead
of closing it, kept it open to
be incorporated in the Carl-
isle and District State Man-
agement Scheme in 1921.

In May 1957 came the
announcement which was
not unexpected: “the axe of
an economy drive dropped...
the Lowther Arms, Beau-
mont, has this weel
received the death sen-
tence,” stated the (‘umbrrr
land News.

‘What is more remarkahle
was that the building had
just been modernised; “in
the last two years, the State
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Management has laid on
electric light, a new fire-
place and modern toilets...
now all the renovations are
to benefit no one but the
landlord, Norman Bird and
his wife, who are staying on
as tenants.”

Villagers now had to walk
more than a mile to the
Drover’s Rest at Monkhill
for their pint and the Journ-
al said: “There is no shop in
Beaumont and pipe and
cigarette smokers will no
longer be able to nip round
to the local for their smokes
and matches.”

At a Border Rural District
Council meeting the ques-
tion was asked: “Can they
do away with a little social
pub, a very useful amenity
for two or three villages,
without consulting the
people concerned?”

One resident, William
Beaty said: “Why don’t they
give private enterprise a
Cklance?"
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