Yasmeen Moore – Clerk to the Parish Council

CERNE VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Cerne Valley Village Hall, Dorset, DT2 7GY
07482 520980
clerk@cernevalleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
www.cernevalleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Date of Meeting – September 11th 2025

Councillors:
Fred Horsington (Chair), Jaquai Bolt (Vice-Chair), Steve Beresford, Helen Brown, Karen Burghart, Wendy Coward, Clare Crosbie, Mike Keating, Caroline Paul, Linda Prowse, Paul Ralph

1. Apologies for absence
1.1. C. Paul
2. DECLARATIONS of pecuniary and other interests
2.1. FH declared an interest in the allotment field. 
3. MINUTES OF MEETINGS 
3.1. To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th July 2025 
All agreed
4. Parish Council Matters Arising
4.1. No maters reported
5. Update from the Chair
5.1. FH has responded to an e mail from Jane Newdick re burial ground objection. Ms Newdick was also invited to attend this meeting.
5.2. FH signed Clerk’s contract with YM. 
6. Public Discussion Period
6.1. No questions presented.
7. To receive a report from dorset council
7.1. Cllr Haynes gave a presentation on the Local Dorset Plan and what it could mean for Cerne Valley. Cllr Haynes highlighted the main concerns as the removal of development boundaries and the withdrawal of funding for neighbourhood plans. Cllr Haynes requested that parishioners voiced their opinions towards this plan.
8. TO RECEIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS AND ACTIONS REQUIRING FULL COUNCIL APPROVAL
8.1. Allotments (KB) 
8.1.1. KB voiced concern over the polytunnels and stated that she felt it would not survive the winter. It was proposed that KB set up a consultation group to look into funding for a new polytunnel. All agreed.
8.2. Burial Ground (PR) 
8.2.1. PR informed the Council that the Burials Committee has now been rescheduled for September 30th. 
8.2.2. Dorset Council have now assigned the burial ground an address. PR will look into obtaining bins for the ground.
8.2.3. PR told the council that he has been informed by Cerne Abbey Excavations that ancient burial grounds should not be a cause for concern. If a plot is free then it should be used. PR and HB will mark out new plots.   
8.2.4. PR and HB updated the Council on their recent meeting with the Fulford-Dobsons. It was noted that an agreement was in the process of being made with Mr and Mrs Pack. It was also noted that the Fulford-Dobsons have offered to take part in further negotiations if the Council withdraw their objection. It was proposed that the Council would not withdraw their objection at this time and that PR and HB would inform the Fulford Dobsons of this. All agreed  
8.3. Car Park (LP) 
8.3.1. Unfortunately, a car park subcommittee meeting could not officially take place in September due to the arranged meeting not being quorate on the day. 
8.3.2. Just Park App Proposal – Internal Audit report recommended that two people should empty the car park honesty box. Just Park app considered to help reduce the monies kept in the honesty box and also generate further income from digital payments. It was proposed that the app would not be considered at this point, and the honesty box would be continued to be emptied by MK.  All in agreement
8.4. Children’s Play Park (CC) 
8.4.1. Unfortunately, a car park subcommittee meeting could not officially take place in September due to the meeting not being quorate on the day
8.4.2. CC stated that the mulch in the playground needed replacing. CC to identify costs for this and refer to budget for availability of funds.
8.4.3. Playground inspection has taken place. CC questioned the need for three inspections a year. YM informed the council that the current inspection contract runs until February 2026. CC to consider new annual contract after February 2026. 
8.5. Footpaths and Environment (JB)
8.5.1. JB informed Council that the square topped posts for Duck Street are now on order with Dorset Council.
8.5.2. [bookmark: _Hlk209958960]Request for dropped curb at Abbey Court. Will be discussed at F&E sub committee meeting on September 30th.
8.5.3. Request for adoption of bench outside village shop. Will be discussed at F&E sub committee meeting on September 30th.
8.6. Burial ground extension – Change of use (FH)
8.6.1. No news to report.
8.7. Planning (FH)
8.7.1. Two planning applications received but neither needed a response.
Payments for Authorisation
All payments agreed. See attached payment list.
YM now has access to Lloyds accounts and will begin adding the payments and receipts onto Scribe for this financial year. 
Attendance at committee meetings
FH voiced his concern at the lack of attendance at the last Committee meetings. The Council were asked to ensure apologies were sent in advance of any meetings to ensure that a quorate could be expected and meeting could go ahead.
Councillors asked if they wished to amend any of their Committee membership. Proposals were voiced and will be placed on the agenda for the October full council meeting for agreement. 
Fouling in Public Areas
The council agreed that the prevention of fouling in public areas was not their responsibility. It was however noted that the level of incidents had now decreased. It was agreed that if the issue became a problem again then a notice would be displayed directing people to the public toilets. 

Website
LP raised the fact that the website looks out of date and does not reflect well on the Council. It was agreed that this item will be added to the agenda for the October meeting to give Councillors time to consider how the website may be improved and become more useful.
Next Meeting
Next meeting date is October 9th in Cerne Abbas Village Hall.
Some Sub-Committee meetings will take place on September 30th 
Meeting closed at 9.08 pm
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