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June Church Services

June 7th 6.00pm St Leonards Waterstock

June 14th 9.30 St Helen’s Albury
11.00 St Bartholomew’s Holton
6.00pm St Mary’s Waterperry

June 21st Services at St Mary’s Wheatley
June 28th Services at St Mary’s Wheatley
July 5th 9.30 St Leonards Waterstock

July 12th 9.30 St Helen’s Albury
11.00 St Bartholomew’s Holton
6.00pm St Mary’s Waterperry

St Leonard’s Waterstock St Mary’s Waterperry

Flowers and cleaning rota Flower rota

7th June S Bell 6th June Jan

14th June W Court 13th June  Helen

21st June W Court 19th June  Jacqui

28th June  C Tyce 27th June  Jacks

Sth July B Grzelka 4th July Susan F
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& A very Happy Birthday this Hi= b ®
* month to: &
& Henry who will be turning 8 &
& Charlotte who will be turning 12 &
& William who will be turning 13 &
& Heidi who will be turning 14 &
* Isabella who will be turning 14 &
& Brody who will be turning 16 ™

Caoimhe who will be turning 19
& ®
89% (to have a birthday included in the magazine, please email Dominique - &%
&
®

& domisqueak@gmail.com)
83%
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the Village

"Very cool music played in a magical atmosphere - this will appeal to
jazz novices as well as hardcore enthusiasts.” three weeks Magazine

from Scotland

as seen at the

Edinburgh Festival

® "Beautiful soaring magic! | was
lan Millar

blown away by your show,

Sax Ophon e just breathtaking!”
Domlnlc spe“cer ...expect warm, intelligent,
pumo reflective, human music..."
HOLTON VILLAGE HALL [=lgg[s]
@ Holton Road, Oxford, OX33 1PR g
Accompanied Fri sth Ju“e 8pm £ ...:- r
under 164 fran . . : doors open 7:30pm _._r . -
Tickets available using the QR code, — P

online, bookings@holtonvillagehall.co.uk or call 07873 857063

www.millarandspencer.co.uk




Letter from the Vicarage

Hello,

Global celebrations for June include World Bicycle Day on the 2nd and the 3rd is World
Running Day. If that sounds a bit too energetic a start to the month how can we forget
that 9th June is World Sauntering Day! The longest ‘day’ on the 21st can be celebrated
as Go Skateboarding Day and it’s also World Music Day so plug in your ears and get on
your board. (oh come on, you know you’ve always wanted to try it!)

June offers us the longest days and the occupations for June in Books of Hours make
the most of them. The occupations were haying, also called mowing, and sheep shear-
ing — and in cooler climates like ours here in England, additionally as ‘weeding’. We’ll
get on to weeding in a minute but pictures in the books show peasants wielding scythes
used to mow, ideally on sunny mornings, and then rakes to turn and dry and then py-
ramidal piles of the mown and dried grass being erected in fields. All laboriously un-
dertaken to serve future needs for animal fodder and bedding, as well as in some areas
for fuel and some forms of it for thatching.

We don’t see sheep shearing as these days it goes on in an ‘industrial’ context. Howev-
er England the activity was central to the medieval and dark ages economy as wool was
the major export and money earner and held up both the local and the national econo-
my. It is emblematic that it was to the wool merchants that English kings turned to to
finance their wars. So for hundreds of years sheep shearing was as essential to the well-
being of the nation as the olive crop to the Greeks or the grape harvest to the French.

How about weeding? For us weeding is a necessary chore but for the medieval farmer
it carried a different and useful function. Many of the plants we might today describe as
weeds and remove and discard from a garden were often secondary crops to the medie-
val peasant. Many ‘weeds’ were useful as food, for medicinal purposes or animal bed-
ding or feed. So rather than uproot weeds, weed hooks were used to cut the top of the
plant off, and leave the roots behind. These hooks were a pair of poles, one ended in a
blade and the other ended in a fork. There are lots of illustrations of their construction
and use in the art of the period.

So the activities of June were an investment for future seasons and activities and essen-
tial underpinnings for both the economic and cultural life and wellbeing of the nation
and so to the prosperity of communities and individuals. And now? Well, ‘make hay
while the sun shines’ which was a literal instruction hundreds of years ago has become
an aphorism we all understand to mean to make the most of our opportunities. I would
venture to suggest that this idea is particularly relevant to our relationships as well as
our activities. Our wellbeing and health are as dependent on the relationships we make,
hold and grow as they are our physical activities. The giving and receiving of love and
friendship is not just central to who we are but also offers us an opportunity to be much
bigger and fuller as a person than we would be without them.

Jesus said he came to give the fullest life possible. June is a month of sunshine and
growth and we can use it (and every month) well to invest in growing our relationships
with each other and with God as we grow our experience of that full life. And that time
and effort with others and with God will prove the best investment of all.
David
Rev David Bendor-Samuel
dbendorsamuel@btinternet.com (01865 872102)




Holton Village Hall

www.holtonvillagehall.co.uk

Afternoon teas.

The Afternoon teas at the Village Hall continue to be a great success. Many thanks to eve-
ryone that helps, for all their hard work. There will be an afternoon tea in June on 11th,
from 2.30pm until 4.00pm. There will be one tea only in June due to staff holidays. Come
along for Tea, Coftee, Cake and a chat with friends and neighbours and if anyone from
Waterperry and Waterstock wants to join us they will be very welcome.

Solar Panels
The Village Hall will have its Solar Panels installed during the first week of August. This
will make the Hall self-sufficient for electrical energy.

Jazz Night

Miller & Spencer are coming to Holton Village Hall on Friday 5th June 2026 - 7.30pm for
8.00pm for an evening of Jazz. Tickets are available to purchase either on-line or direct
from the village hall committee. Tickets - £12

Under 16s (Accompanied) — Free

Purchase on-line

Entry by Ticket Only

Bar Open

Family BBQ

This year, the family Barbeque will be held on 24th July 6-9pm in the Orchard (weather
permitting) — all welcome. Look out for further information on the website, Facebook
page, posters and in the mag.

Spud Night
We are planning a Spud Night to be held on 4th September 7-10pm. Look out for further
details

Future Events

For up to date information on all events at the Village Hall please access the website at
www.holtonvillagehall.co.uk. The noticeboards on the green and at the Hall will also dis-
play forthcoming events together with the Hall Facebook page closer to time.

Booking the Village Hall
If you would like to book the Village Hall please call 07873 857063 or please
E-mail bookings@holtonvillagehall.co.uk

Take care

Mel Ault



http://www.holtonvillagehall.co.uk

Holton Parish Council

Internal Audit Holton Parish Council

The independent Internal Auditor has completed the Audit. The Annual Governance and
Accountability Return to be forwarded to the External Auditor.

Notice of Public Rights and Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance and
Accountability Return. Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2026.

Accounts available for inspection from 2 June 2026 — 14 July 2026

The documents will be published on the Holton Parish Council website and available by
application to the Clerk - contact details below.

Report on Annual Holton Parish Council Meeting

The annual meeting of the Parish Council was held on 11" May 2026.

Election of Chairman: Robert Barter was elected Chairman

Election of Vice-Chairman: Allan East was elected Vice-Chairman

Brian Pridmore stood down from the Parish Council and a ‘Casual Vacancy’ is to be
advertised.

Planning Applications:

P26/S0957/FUL. Wheatley Park School, Holton OX33 1QH

Change to the Play Area John Watson School including provision for relocated pavilion
and provision of playhouse, play equipment, surfacing materials, fencing and gates to
play area. Retrospective.

P26/S0975/HH. Lockturffin, Holton OX33 1PZ

Single storey rear extension. New porch to front elevation.

Planning Decisions: None as of 18 May 2026

Holton Parish Meeting held on Thursday 21* May

At the time of writing this report, before the print deadline of 18" May, the Parish
Meeting had yet to be held. A report on the meeting to be included in the July HWW
News.

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Monday 8" June 2026 starting at
7.00pm in Holton Village Hall Committee Room.

Contact details: Clerk to Holton Parish Council (Sonja Barter). Home Farm House,
Holton, Oxford. OX33 1QA.

Email: clerk@holtonoxford-pc.gov.uk  Tel: 01865 872334

Copies of Holton Parish Council Meeting Agendas, Approved Minutes and copies of
HWW News can be viewed on Holton Parish Council website:-
www.holtonoxford-pc.gov.uk
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The | Maple Tree

A great place to grow

Happy Summer from The Maple Tree! However, as I write this the day looks very grey and
the heat is back on! Whatever the weather, Laura, Becky, Helen, and our lovely volunteers
will always have the kettle on and a warm welcome waiting for you. If you are a new parent/
carer, do come and visit us — it will only be a new and different place once!

I'm always surprised when parents tell me that they didn't know that we existed! Do help
spread the word, as this village is very fortunate to have a Children's Centre in these times. We
rely heavily on our trustees, volunteers, session donations, grants, The Maple Tree Market and
our various fundraising schemes and events to survive. Please let us know if you can help sup-
port us in any way!

We have a session every weekday morning for families from Wheatley and the surrounding
villages. In addition, we have a Family Fun session on the 3™ Saturday of the month. On June
20" we have a Celebration of Twins and on July 18" we have Under the Sea as themes for our
Family Fun.

Mondays: Messy Monday at 10:00-11:30am and Twins’ Club at 2:00-4:00pm
Tuesdays: Smart Start at 9:30-11:30am

Wednesdays: Maple Babies at 9:30am-12:00pm

Thursdays: Time to Rhyme at 9:30-11:30am and

The Maple Tree at Forest Hill Village Hall from 10:30am-12:00pm

Fridays: Little Learners at 10:00-11:30am

Saturdays: Family Fun at 10:00-11:30am
We will be holding our popular Village Outreach Sessions again this summer. These sessions
are designed for 0-5s, but older siblings are welcome too. We will also be holding several

Ready for School sessions, which will be very helpful if you have children starting school in
September.

Wish List:

o  Volunteers for our Wednesday morning Maple Babies from 9:30-12:00 and for our Friday
Morning Little Learners from 10:00-11:30.

o  Atrustee or two or three — someone who cares about children having the best start in life,
and/or someone who is willing to take on The Maple Tree finances or fundraising.

We are here to help if you need advice or support: 01865 236700.

Email: info@mapletree.org.uk

Website: www.mapletree.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley

Instagram: @themapletreecentre Laura Spencer, The Maple Tree Centre


mailto:info@mapletree.org.uk
http://www.mapletree.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley

Holton News

The promise of an early spring faded in May with a shift in the wind to a more northerly
aspect and there was even a trace of frost just to annoy the gardeners among us. In addi-
tion to this, things became very unsettled after a pretty dry spell and the April showers
turned up late and with a vengeance. To cap it off, we had a few thunderstorms thrown in
free of charge. However, given the watering provided, the flowers blossomed and the trees
put on full leaf and Queen Anne’s lace appeared all along the verges. Flaming June is up
next so let’s see what that brings.

The Ballad of Wallace Island garnered a reasonable audience and the audience was treated
to a comedy/drama for our latest film night. This particular film was critically acclaimed
and won a few prizes at the British Independent Film Awards. Most importantly these days
it made a profit and the show was much enjoyed.

The Parish meeting will soon be upon us as, will the Jazz evening on 5th June. I look for-
ward to seeing you all there.

Having been cruising down the autoroutes of France recently, it was a bit of a shock to
come crashing down to earth on our arrival back in the UK. OK, so the autoroutes are toll
roads and you would expect them to be well maintained but even the local roads are not
that bad. Why the difference then? We can assume that the climate is one factor although it
is not massively different — maybe a little warmer. Is funding then an issue? The govern-
ment says no. Maybe lack of manpower to do the work then and the volume to be dealt
with? Maybe a combination of all these things? Time alone will tell.
Mel Ault
mel_ault39@outlook.com

F.J.WILSON

Independent Family Funeral Directors
Established 1798

PROMPT PERSONAL ATTENTION, DAY OR NIGHT
HOME ARRANGEMENTS IF DESIRED
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
MEMORIALS SUPPLIED
GREENWAY, HADDENHAM

01844 291200
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Holton & Waterperry W1

Peter Madeley and Scilla Greenall from the Magistrates' Association used a
12 point quiz to answer all our questions. This highly effective approach pro-
vided us with a very interesting and informative talk. The Magistrates' Asso-
ciation members go out into the community (schools, clubs etc) and have ma-
terials provided for them in order to educate the public. Peter has served for 4
years, post retirement and Scilla has just retired after 17 years' service. We
think we might know what magistrates do but there were some surprising in-
sights. Just a few of their facts - there are currently no courts in Oxfordshire

( the one in Oxford is out of use due to repairs); magistrates are unpaid volun-
teers (excepts for expenses); are DBS checked and vetted and usually be-
tween 18 and 74 years of age; three magistrates will sit together for 26 half
days per year except if an urgent case is heard on a Saturday when they will
stay until 6pm; sentencing can be a fine, probation or prison; 57% of magis-
trates are women (81% over 50). There were many more interesting facts, all
so pleasantly related and questions followed.

We have enjoyed our well tutored bowling session, an equally well tutored
craft afternoon, all taking home a watercolour painting and we had a well re-
sourced produce table on the 5th May.

Elaine explained the resolutions and two will go forward to the NFWI AM. A
new Spring walk is scheduled for the 22nd May.

Our 2nd June meeting will be the Ox-Files - Folklore and Ghost stories across
the County from Mike White. There will be another produce stall plus a list
for those wishing to go on the outing in August.

Don't forget - 1st Tuesday of the month, 7.30pm in Holton Village Hall. Visi-
tors welcome.
Barbara Martin

Holton Cock and Bull

A driver in Australia stopped police to ask the way to the 348-metre-high Uluru. With
some incredulity the officers informed him that he was just 100 metres from Australia's
iconic monolith - with his car’s headlights actually shining on it.

And that was as close as he got, as the police quickly arrested him for drink-driving and
not having a license. And just as a final note, the man’s car, about as far from water as you
can get, was towing a boat. It just shows that odd things happen down-under too.

Name and address supplied
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FILMNIGHT

Holton Village Hall

Friday 3 July 2026
7.00 for 7.30 pm

Song Sung Blue (2

Starring
*Hugh Jackman *Kate Hudson

Run time approx. 2 hours 12 minutes

Based on an incredible true story, Mike (Hugh Jackman) and Claire (Kate Hudson) are two
down-on-their-luck musicians who prove that it's never too late to find love and follow your
dreams. They form a joyous Neil Diamond tribute band, rising from a humble garage to dive
bar gigs to unexpected hometown stardom. Their love for each other and passion for music
give them the strength to overcome hardships, rediscover hope, and inspire everyone
around them.

ENTRANCE - cash only
Adults £5
Under 18s £3
TEA, COFFEE & CAKE - cash only

BAR OPEN
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Recipe: Orange Drizzle L.oad

250 g unsalted butter
4 large eggs
1 teaspoon baking powder

250 g caster sugar
250 g SR flour

2 tablespoons orange zest from two oranges

Drizzle : juice from two oranges
250 g caster sugar

Preheat oven to 170 fan - adjust to your own oven

Mix all cake ingredients together

Pour into prepared cake tin and bake 45 - 55 minutes until a

skewer comes out clean

Once cooled, pour over drizzle mixture.

A quick , tasty change from lemon drizzle.

9
9
9
9
@ Grease and line a 2 lb loaf tin
9:
-
9
SE
9
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Wheatley Dental Practice
01865 873314

We are currently accepting
new patients at our friendly local dental
surgery. Please phone our receptionists
or call in for more details!

Tooth whitening and facial
aesthetic treatments available.

Catherine Peers BDS
Claudia Conde MClinDent Lond
Dental Surgeons

Rachel Hyde, Pranvera Breshanaj
Dental Hygienists

96 Church Road, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ
wheatleydental@gmail.com
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OXFORDSHIRE

[ — ]
K@ 01865 58 08 79 . 07411 606 609

www.privatecleaningoxfordshire.co.uk

privatecleaning_oxfordshire@yahoo.co.u

J We are based in Wheatley
J We have 10 years experience

We can provide

J excellent

references

We are fully
insured

\/We are family-run

\

\re’




Shop From Over 175
Designer—Makers

Craft Demonstrations

H A N D M A D E Learning Workshops

Artisan Food & Music
OX ford Buy Festival Only or
s Festival + Garden
The International Tickets Now
Contemporary Craft
3 P ty handmadeinbritain.co.uk
Festival
Partners & Supporters
12—14 June 2026 . A S
Waterperry 7 XK OxFORrD
Waterperry Gardens Caclens

R P e NS Z

Discount code for Holton & Waterstock: OX26WH.
The discount code can only be used in advance, not on the gate, and tickets
must be purchased through the dedicated Handmade Oxford page on the
Handmade in Britain website - handmadeinbritain.co.uk
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Adults £7 Children free o,
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F gardens open with teas § cakes G
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plus plant g pot sale

Please park at waterperry Gardens and not on the
village Lane or verges!

AlL funds raised for repairs to St Mary’s

Church Wﬂtﬂrpﬂw:d

Awny plant donations gratefully received. Please bring
these to 2 waterperry by Fpm on Saturday 19" Jjune.
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Welcome to our first Waterperry Open Gardens

Please don’t park on the road or verges! There is plenty of parking to the right of the Z ‘W
entrance to Waterperry Gardens. el %)
No 24 Frances ! g

An established garden by a keen plants woman with herbaceous borders including
interesting plant combinations.

No 25 Jacqueline e
A hidden gem. Woodland bordered with pretty cottage garden plants and pots. Kitchen ’
garden and interesting features. Old walnut, apple and pear tree. 74
: Corner Cottage Susie & John *}" S
> Teas here! A pretty courtyard garden with pots, greenhouse and open Shepherd's hut. Y i
e K el
@ )
“\ Moysha Lesley & Alex M
/\g} A newly planted Mediterranean themed garden with olive trees and a fig to the rear and {,‘}/\
&y cottage garden to the front. A
%f% Rectory House Caroline & David %
N 4 A two acre plot gardened in a wildlife friendly way. Plants grown for insects and birds, x W
g | habitats for small mammals and reptiles. An ancient oak, pond and old orchard. l %
w L A
e \ 2 —
\“%f‘x = No 2 Helen & Richard w ig-/
N ‘ A formal garden created in the last five years with topiary, herbaceous borders, kitchen M

garden, greenhouse and pond, utilising the borrowed landscape.

South Lodge Zena & Chris
(/%’ A quintessential cottage garden to a medieval timber cottage much admired by walkers to %3‘9

and from Waterperry & Waterstock. Chris is an expert on fruit trees. -
\‘Nq. 5 perry P " : W
6\* ) { % 3
g /’§* Why are we opening our gardens? »?‘\ -
i Our twelfth century parish church of St Mary’s is surrounded by the Waterperry Estate. We ok » _

have a very small congregation of around six and depend on the generosity of visitor
donations to run the building and to fund maintenance works. This year we have a number of

urgent repairs including a broken fourteenth century window, blown lime plasterwork and 5;%/\
&9

carpentry required to our rotten medieval oak belfry posts. Money raised today will go
e towards these projects. Thank you to Waterperry House for providing car parking and
helping with the event.

| —
,‘t* /\; If you would like to donate further to the church please use the QR code below. The church is ,;/N\ %3
open today, and every day, to visitors. A il

N ty

\é‘é I Ad2 # % ?}%{ 3)f



Waterperry News

Parish Council Chairman’s Annual Report 2026

In Parish Council terms, we are closing the year 2025-26 and embarking upon a new after
the annual meetings, so it’s a good time to recap on news, events and things arising in PC
meetings.

Firstly, on purely procedural matters, we welcomed two ‘new’ people onto the team: not
new at all as we all know them, but it’s great to have their input to the council. Richard
Marshall joined as a councillor in May to fill a casual vacancy that had arisen and Law-
rence Wootten officially became pretty much a full-time parish clerk. After retiring from
his army life Lawrence had far too much spare time on his hands so decided to build on
his experience as our clerk and to expand his activities to take in two or three other villag-
es as well. Waterperry alone would not keep him occupied! He has taken lots of financial
and procedural training and is a huge asset to the PC and the village now in advising and
ensuring we keep to the rules in our meetings and activities. He continues to edit and pro-
duce the parish magazine.

You may have noticed that the parish councillors all now have new ’official’ email ad-
dresses with the “.gov.uk” suffix. This is following new council rules that reinforce that
even small parish council like ours are proper parts of local government. Please use these
email addresses if you want to bring anything to parish council attention.

You may have noticed a small increase in the parish precept element of your new council
tax bills. Based on a Band D property this was an increase of approx. £2.93per household,
as the parish council budget for 2026/27 was agreed at just over £8000. This essentially
covers our day to day expenses such as insurances and financial audits, mowing of the
verge, the churchyard and the Rec, maintenance of the play equipment, clerk’s salary, our
contribution to the printing of the parish magazine and allowances for emergency work
and contributions to village events. Don’t forget that all parish council documents can be
found on our website. We made a small grant donation to the local Citizens Advice Bu-
reau who approached us for funding help. Any organization can do this but they have to
demonstrate they meet certain criteria as, essentially, being potentially useful to the com-
munity.

We made a contribution to the cost of items purchased for the village Autumn Feast,
which was a popular success as ever and have earmarked funds going forward for this
year’s event. The old phone box was stripped and repainted and with the newly painted
post box (that has to be done by a Royal Mail ‘engineer’!) these now make a striking fea-
ture again in the village landscape. I’'m sure you’ve all noticed the smart new noticeboard
that gives Lawrence space for all the statutory documents he has to publish plus any inci-
dental posters. The old noticeboard is in the throes of being refurbished and repurposed as
a bug hotel to be installed in the churchyard.

Around the village there were a few new initiatives that arose out of discussions at meet-
ings. The new (old!) trough by the white gate was planted with largely native or insect-
friendly plants, with enthusiastic help from a number of children and was watered and
maintained by volunteers through the summer. Thanks again to Will for donating the
trough and to Caroline and Dawn for instigating this and for maintaining it — it makes an
attractive feature in keeping with the agricultural heritage of the village. We finally




managed to distribute roosting pouches and bug hotel prizes to all the children that came
up with their ideas for sustainable nature projects. As this spring started there was a great
combined effort by volunteers to tidy up throughout the village and as a result graves and
monuments in the churchyard emerged from brambles and 1vy, bags of litter were collect-
ed from along the footpaths to Waterstock and up Smith’s Lane to the Common and the
Millennium pear trees were cleared of a lot of ivy and sucker shoots that had overtaken
their shape and growth. There was some work done in the Rec to remove a potentially
dangerous broken limb from the willow and to clear some low-hanging branches.

Looking forward, we have already identified that the horse chestnuts on Green Ground are
probably in need of some maintenance work and will be getting advice from the council’s
Tree Service on what surveys or work should be undertaken. The trees were bought by the
parish council back in the 1970s and have preservation orders (TPOs) on them as an im-
portant natural feature of the village, so any work has to be approved and monitored by the
council.

Ongoing issues raised to the parish council continue to focus largely on the volume and
speed of traffic through the village and the state of the road and verges. We will publicis-
ing details of how you might want to volunteer as a ‘Super User’, trained by Highways to
monitor road conditions and to fast-track the repair process by ordering the defect repairs
directly with our contractor. Cans of multi-coloured spray paint provided! There is also a
Speedwatch group newly set up and we will need volunteers to have a bit of training ena-
bling them to conduct roadside speed surveys — you may already have seen small groups
of hi-viz volunteers doing this in other villages.

As ever, as a parish council we act as far as we can on requests and information from resi-
dents in the village and throughout the parish, so please do come along to meetings to talk
to us. We like to see you!

Sue Parker
Chairman, Waterperry with Thomley Parish Council
chairman@waterperrywiththomley-pc.gov.uk

DIRTY CARPETS, UPHOLSTERY, RUGS

Advertise In
The News

Most carpets dry within the
hour

Unheatable resuits, removes
almost all spots & stains

GRIMEBUSTERS

01865 726983 01235 555533
WWww.grimehusters.co.uk

Delivered free to all houses in
Holton, Waterperry, Waterstock

Contact
lawrencewootten@aol.com

07808 761710




Waterstock News

With Oxfordshire’s “Secret Garden™ no longer a secret, newcomers have been
passing the Mill-- thankfully friendly and positive about the episode-- with the
occasional stranger greeting us with “Hello Henry” or “Hello Sara”. Soon after
the programme was aired, a mysterious parcel arrived in the post which, on
opening, contained a small wooden duck, with a label around its neck reading,
“My name is Doris”--a surprise present from the Duck Company https://
www.dcuk.com.

Connie Dyson adds her own duck news from Draycott: “Richard Ilbery kindly
donated some duck eggs he found in his tractor to us, and we have been incu-
bating them - they are now hatching! Two so far, two more on the way and six
more of uncertain fertilisation”. Alas, tragedy then struck when an invader,
thought to be a weasel, finished them off. On a much more positive note, Con-
nie reveals that * all our six sheep had twins! Plus, we have adopted 15 orphan
lambs, so if anyone wants to come and feed some lambs, they are very wel-
come. One of the orphan lambs, christened Mango, has been sharing sleeping
arrangements with the Dyson dogs in the kitchen. Connie adds, “and If anyone
wants to get rid of any chickens, we are very happy to give them a good home
in our new coop, otherwise we will get some rescue ones, which will also be
exciting”. It can surely only be a matter of time before Connie embarks on
writing an updated version of “My Family and other Animals”, Gerald Dur-
rell’s famous book, in which the author recounts his childhood home shared
with pet dogs, tortoises, scorpions, owls, magpies, toads, and snakes.

Gill Spencer, Waterstock’s Hedgehog Champion, reports that “the hedgehog
that befriended Sarah Godowski, following her around the yard and attacking
her feet, eventually found its way into Park Farm House garden where it was
discovered wandering around the garden in broad daylight, following Mike
everywhere. As this is very uncharacteristic behaviour, I took it into Tiggywin-
kles. As to date, it is still there undergoing observation and tests.. We hope
nothing serious is wrong with it and I’1l be following its progress over the next
few weeks.”

Edward de Rivera has goldfinches and greenfinches visiting daily, who seem
on cordial terms with each other. They love his sunflower seeds but don’t take
to the great spotted woodpecker that is also a daily visitor. Although the bird
food is quite expensive, Edward says it’s worth it for the pleasure that it gives
him.

Perhaps spurred on by Secret Garden—as Waterstock’s Local Wildlife Site
(LWS) was singled out for special mention in its Press Release-- SODC has
made some funding available to improve habitats in South Oxfordshire’s
LWS’s . The River Thame Conservation Trust (RTCT) is investigating how to
claim these funds.




Leaving wildlife, Sarah Bell has exciting news that she is expecting to hold an-
other July 4 celebration at Kimmeridge to follow on from her much-enjoyed
event last year. She also reports that Ash and Henry, who attended last year’s
July 4th event, moved in with her in April and were married recently in Sussex.
Sarah adds that both are wonderful creative woodworkers, focusing on local,
sustainably harvested wood, and they build furniture. Ash specializes in carv-
ing, while Henry also does ceramics. She says they are really enjoying the vil-
lage as a peaceful place after living on a houseboat in central London.

Waterperry Opera has made a plea for accommodation to house their singers,
musicians and others during the opera festival. We have done this a couple of
times and can thoroughly recommend it . Anyone who might consider this
should please contact philip@waterperryoperafestival.co.uk.

Finally, after all the great work that recently went into cleaning up the interior
of St Leonards, it was heartbreaking to see that more plaster has fallen from the
ceiling in the chancel, depositing debris on the chancel floor. Discussions are
now 1n progress on carrying out repairs.

Henry Manisty

Waterstock and Tiddington W1

If you live in the Waterstock or Tiddington area and want to meet new people and
make friends, then come and join Waterstock and Tiddington WI and meet like-
minded people of all ages at our friendly group.

We have been busy helping Thomley Hall in Worminghall to set up their new
charity shop in their grounds which at the moment is open on Tuesdays and Sat-
urdays. They are hoping to extend the opening days in the coming months. We
meet on the third Tuesday of the month in Tiddington village hall at 7.30.

We often have interesting speakers and activities or sometimes just a social evening
for all to enjoy.
Please contact us below if you want to know more or have someone to go with. Eve-
ryone is welcome.

For more information contact Debbie Millett:
Waterstock & Tiddington WI
waterstockwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

The WI is a registered charity No 803793




MSM Electrical

* Full Rewires

* Extensions

» Extra Sockets & Lights

» Garden Lighting & Power

» Electrical Vehicle Charging Points
« Small Jobs Welcome

K

REGISTERED PART P
LANDLORDS CERTIFICATES

Contact Martin Shaw: 07860 795 605 / 01865 872681
msmelectrical6 1 @gmail.com

Waterperry

Gardens

R “ CONCERT: 6th June

-

P/ "~ JUBILEE BRASS BAND (AMPHITHEATRE)
EVENT: 7th June
— RARE PLANT FAIR

" EREE EXHIBITION: (until 28th June)
— MODERN MAKERS, GALLERY.

EVENT: 12th-14th June
- HANDMADE OXFORD

.

& COURSE: 19th June
- HERBACEOUS BORDERS (OLD &N

THEATRE: 28th June
— OTHELLO, ON THE LAWN

OPEN DAILY 10:00AM - 5:30PM
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