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      SALESBURY PARISH COUNCIL
      
Chairman:  Cllr M Wood              Clerk: L Lund  5 Hollowhead Close Wilpshire

www.salesburyparishcouncil.org.uk       email:  salesburypc@gmail.com  	


PRESENT:  Cllrs M Wood [Chairman]  G Henderson [Vice Chairman]  M Howells  J Westwell  
C Goodwin 

Mr T Westwell [resident]



Proceedings at an extraordinary meeting held on 7 February 2022

	

	Min No
	
	Action

	154/21
	Chairman’s Welcome
The Chairman opened the meeting at 19:00 hours and welcomed everyone to the meeting. The chairman explained that he had received written notification from 2 councillors to call an extraordinary meeting in order to consider the email from RVBC regarding the current constitution and the Public Control and Management of Salesbury and Copster Green Commons – the email had been circulated prior to this meeting.
	

	155/21
	Apologies for absence   
None
	

	156/21
	Declarations of Interest
None
	

	157/21
	Public participation  
A request was received from the resident to move this to the end of the meeting following the discussion.  This was accepted for this meeting.


	

	158/21
	Consideration of email from RVBC 
Cllr Goodwin felt that projects of the PC and Commons Committee was were being delayed the  examples of this were the assessment of the stones on the Common which were put there to prevent more damage/erosion to the Common and recently the planned thinning of the vegetation on the middle common, which had been on the Council’s agenda for over 12 months with the planned work was now was halted/cancelled as RVBC had advised that a habitat survey should be carried out prior to any works starting. In conclusion: Was the Commons Committee constitution fit for purpose? 
The Chairman felt that the current way of working was cumbersome with a lot of time spent at both the Commons Committee and the PC discussing potential projects which may or may not be approved. The workload should be reviewed in order to move things forward quicker and focus should be made on what the PC wanted to do.  
Cllr Westwell distinguished between the role of the PC and Commons Committee. 
In response it was pointed out that, as a PC it has authority to do whatever is within its lawful remit and the Commons Committee as a stand alone Committee doesn’t. 
Cllr Howells clarified that she supported the Commons Committee being held but there was a need to look at it from a PC perspective. 
The public viewed the Committee as a Management Committee as stated on the PC web- site she felt that the PC must take action to protect the Parish Council in regards to putting out correct information. The PC must also consider whether in its view the Committee is fit for purpose. Currently it doesn’t have any standing orders or decision making protocol. 
The Chairman felt that the constitution was weak and also not fit for purpose as a PC they would want to see it brought up to date. The Commons Committee remit was to make proposals to RVBC as they had the management responsibilities for the Common land. 
The Chairman proposed the current constitution as far as the PC was concerned was not fit for purpose 
A vote was taken: 4 – for [MW, MH,CG,GH] 1 – against [JW] 
Cllr Howells made a further proposal: 
That SPC write to the Commons Committee Chairman and RVBC stating that SPC do not think that the current constitution is fit for purpose for 2022 given changes to legislation since it was formed and SPC would like a review and would work with RVBC for that to happen. 
A vote was taken: 
4 – for [MW, MH,CG,GH] 1 – against [JW]
[bookmark: _GoBack]In respect of the write up for the Commons Committee it was agreed that this should be amended on the website. 

	Next agenda - update

	159/21
	Public Participation

Mr Westwell commented on previous decisions in regards to the stones in recent years the stones had been put on taken off and then put back on again.

In respect of the Constitution of the Commons Committee he commented that the PC couldn’t decide that it wanted to make changes to the constitution and asked what the solution was?  To get rid of the Commons Committee – he felt that residents should be asked.

Cllr Howells answered that no one had suggested not having a Committee however historically as a body the PC had requested the Committee to be formed in order that it could give more input. The PC are asking the Commons Committee and RVBC to revisit the constitution.  She added that the PC would love to see a long term policy to protect the Greens.

Mr Westwell felt that the question should be asked by the Committee.  He added that he was under the impression that RVBC paid half towards the room hire in respect of Commons Committee meetings.

The Clerk would make enquiries with RVBC but had not seen any evidence of that.

Cllr Westwell asked if there could be a separate day for the Commons Committee for the next meeting?

SPC agreed to the room hire charge of £28.00  for the next meeting of the Commons Committee in order to allow extra time to discuss what had been the subject of this meeting and other agenda items.
	

	160/21
	Next meeting SPC – 14 March 2022
Commons Committee – TBC
The meeting closed at 19:50 hrs
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