WITHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL REPORT – NOVEMBER 2020
Once again, I am sending you my report in advance, so you have time to read it and ask any questions which may arise. Sorry it is so long but I didn’t want you to miss out on anything.
COVID-19 UPDATE
As you will be aware the Government announced another national lock down starting at 00:01 on Thursday 5th November and it will continue until Wednesday 2nd December although this will depend on the virus R rate. 
Shropshire Council, as last time, will have its Community Reassurance Teams working to ensure that people and communities are supported. I also know that many of the community groups whose actions wound down after the end of the first lock down have now stepped up again.
The Council’s Community Reassurance Teams are working hard to help those who need it and for local advice and support during the pandemic (especially if you are self-isolating), call Shropshire Council’s COVID-19 Helpline on 0345 678 9028 (lines open on the weekend on Saturday from 9am-4pm and Sunday 9am-12pm) or visit the website at www.shropshire.gov.uk/coronavirus
There are several differences to the first lockdown rules, the latest guidance is:
From Thursday 5 November 2020 new lockdown restrictions for Shropshire will mean everyone must Stay at Home and may leave only for a limited set of reasons. These include:
· For education (schools, colleges and universities)
· For work, if you cannot work from home;
· For exercise and recreation outdoors, with your household, support bubble, or on your own with one person from another household;
· For all medical reasons or medical appointments, and to escape injury or harm;
· To shop for food and essentials;
· And to provide care for vulnerable people.
Other measures include:
· You must not meet socially indoors with family or friends unless they are part of your household – meaning the people you live with – or support bubble.
· Individuals can meet one other person from another household outside in a public place.
· Pubs, bars and restaurants will close, although they will be able to offer takeaway and delivery services.
· Non-essential retail, hairdressers, and leisure and entertainment venues will all close.
· Funerals can be attended by a maximum of 30 people, and it is advised that only close friends and family attend.
· Weddings and civil partnership ceremonies will not be permitted to take place, except in exceptional circumstances.
· Places of worship will close, unless they are being used for funerals, to broadcast acts of worship, for individual prayer, formal childcare, or essential services such as blood donation or food banks.
· Manufacturing and construction workplaces can remain open.
The Household Recycling Centres and the Bulky Waste Collections will continue to operate throughout this period. Unfortunately, despite lobbying, Leisure Centres have had to close along with theatres and cinemas.
COMMUNITY TREE SCHEME - UPDATE
We are looking to secure more trees as the previous scheme, advertised last month, sold out within 12 hours. I think this might be advertised over this weekend 7th/8th November so keep a look out.
The planting must be fully visible to the public, if not directly accessible, and support the objectives of enhancing landscape and wildlife values.
Residents will also have the option of planting small amounts of native hedgerow, either to ‘gap up’ existing hedgerows or to create short lengths of new ones, where this improves habitat continuity or connectivity.
The planted trees and hedges will also ‘lock up’ carbon and provide other environmental benefits as they grow and mature, contributing in their own small way towards our ambition of making Shropshire net zero carbon by 2030.
All planting stock will be sourced and grown within the UK.
You can apply to join the scheme by clicking here or by visiting 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/TreeScheme2020
FOOD BANKS
As the recession deepens, more people are losing their jobs and facing hardship. It is vital that people in Shropshire know where to get help. 
 The Shropshire Food Poverty Alliance has created resources for people and organizations in Shropshire to find advice and support: 
 1. Shropshire Larder (shropshirelarder.org.uk) - is the most comprehensive directory of services for people living in Shropshire on a low budget. It has information on how to access a foodbank or community food project, and how to eat well on a budget. It also covers how to get support with benefits, housing, and debt.  
 2. Please help us make sure this info is reaching everyone who needs it.  
· Share the poster that I have attached to this email which I would be very grateful if you could share through your networks – social media, in print, newsletters, e-mail lists. 
· Follow Shropshire Larder and the Food Poverty Alliance on social media – Please follow and share  
· Facebook: @ShropshireLarder and @ShropFoodPov 
· Twitter: @ShropLarder and @ShropFoodPov  
 

ENVIRONMENTAL MAINTENANCE GRANTS
Originally it was envisaged that the Environmental Grants available for Parish Councils would finish at the end of the current financial year. However, it is now likely that these grants will continue. As decisions are made, I will keep you updated.
PARK & RIDE
By the time our meeting takes place the report regarding the remodelling of Park & Ride will have gone before Cabinet. To the best of my knowledge this is the first time that the change to the current Oxon site has been formally mentioned although it has been mooted for some time.
The report presented on the 5th October seeks approval to begin the remodelling, preparation and assessment works so, as yet, no formal decisions have been made.
This work will include a review of the existing Park and Ride sites and the identification of possible alternative locations that would provide passengers with new, modern, interchange facilities.
Service frequency, the fare structure, use of electric buses and the cost of any changes will also be considered, along with opportunities to integrate the wider public transport network into the Park and Ride service.
Formal discussions will be held with partners and stakeholders, and work carried out to understand how the coronavirus pandemic has impacted the transport industry – and how passenger and stakeholder requirements may have changed as a result.
Subject to the outcome of a formal consultation it is hoped that the phased introduction of the Shrewsbury Connect transport model would start in 2021, along with a modernisation of the existing sites and the introduction of electronic buses into the operation.
I urge you to have a look at this report in readiness for the consultations that will take place later this year and early next year.

ELECTRIC CHARGING INITIATIVE 
I am delighted to say that Shropshire Council is part of a consortium that has secured major funding from the Department of Energy, Business and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) for an innovative new project although I am unsure how much impact it will have on rural areas such as ours. However, always useful if you do have an electric vehicle to have an increased number of charging options.
Agile Streets will see the installation of smart charging points for electric vehicles right across the Shropshire Council area.
Agile Streets will focus on providing on-street charging in residential areas across the Shropshire Council area for local EV drivers who do not have driveways. The council is working hard to identify the most suitable locations in the county and installations will be funded by this grant.
Smart charging will help improve the customer experience by allowing Shropshire drivers to charge their cars using renewable energy during off-peak hours when prices are typically lower.
This project will build on the infrastructure already put in place by Shropshire Council, which includes the installation of two new EV charging points in March 2020. Since installation, these charging points have saved over 2.5 tonnes of carbon – the equivalent of 6,203 driven by an average vehicle – and charged 187 vehicles.
The council is committed to installing further charging points across the county in addition to this scheme.
CAROLS ON THE DOORSTEP
We all need something to look forward to and with Shrewsbury’s lights switch-on and Radio Shropshire’s Carols in the Square being cancelled this year, along with all other ‘in person’ festive events, an idea for Carols on the
Doorstep was formed. Residents across Shropshire are invited to stand on their doorsteps from 6-7pm on Wednesday 16
December and sing along to a set list of carols which will be broadcast by Radio Shropshire. It will be repeated on
Christmas Eve. BBC Radio Shropshire will broadcast a set list of carols and Christmas songs to help everyone keep in time. So, on the 16th December, stand on your doorstep with your household bubble, switch on the radio and we can all sing carols together.
Please keep to household bubbles only on doorsteps!

LOCAL MATTERS
I suggested that Denise put herself forward to sit on the focus group looking at the impact of large vehicles on our rural roads. I am yet to receive any feedback from officers so I am hoping that Denise may be able to update me!
I have asked our Highways Technician to give me an update on the outstanding items within the Parish.
Stay safe and well.
Lezley Picton
Shropshire Councillor for the Tern Division
5th November 2020
