
Morden Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Annual Parish Meeting on 12 May 2025 in Morden Village Hall at 7.15pm

Present: Councillors Mrs Alex Brenton (Chair), Mary Mathers (Vice-Chair), Louis Gearing, Christian Shephard, Brian Ash and Maxine Clews.

Also Present:
Alison Clothier (Parish Clerk), Tree Officer
Two members of the public were present.

2025/001 Apologies – there were none
2025/002 Guest Speaker

An interesting and informative presentation was given by Samantha Dallimore on The Wareham Arc Landscape Recovery Project.
During the discussion, questions were raised regarding the specific location of the project within Morden. It was clarified that the area involved lies just south of the A35. The issue of invasive species removal was also discussed. Attendees asked whether this responsibility would fall to the Arc project team or to individual landowners. It was explained that while there is funding available to support this work, the process is expected to be lengthy, and the method of removal will largely depend on each landowner’s approach.

Further questions concerned whether species such as conifers would be removed. In response, it was noted that in some areas, natural regeneration would be allowed to occur, while in others, the land would be actively restored to heathland. The level of commitment required from landowners was also questioned. It was confirmed that a 20-year commitment is necessary, which represents a significant undertaking for those involved.

The benefits to landowners and investors were also discussed. Participation in the scheme offers opportunities for biodiversity net gain credits linked to development projects. In certain locations, the potential for carbon credits was also mentioned. It was further explained that, where appropriate, this scheme could replace Countryside Stewardship arrangements.

There was interest in whether the Parish itself could become involved in any way. It was suggested that involvement might be possible through applications for grants to support new schemes. Existing bridleways that pass through the Parish were also noted, and it was clarified that no additional access would be created beyond the current Rights of Way.

A question was raised about whether the project could help fund a Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG). It was explained that this is a complex issue, as there are specific criteria and funding mechanisms that apply to the establishment of a SANG.

The deadline for submission to the scheme is the 30th of June. Funding decisions are expected to be made within three to six months, at which point the areas selected for inclusion will be formally designated.

2025/003
Chair’s report

The Chair provided a written report for the meeting and emailed the councillors with a copy, the report is below:
Chairman’s Report 2024-2025 For the record for Annual Parish Meeting. 
This year we were pleased to welcome Brian Ash as a Parish Councillor, he has made valuable inputs on maintenance on Burial Ground which had been slightly overlooked.

We have a good relation with the Dorset Highways team and last summer the B3075 was resurfaced well making a smooth quiet road. Unfortunately this has also allowed some drivers to go faster than before. There are not enough houses facing the road to qualify for a 30 mph limit and enforcement would not happen, so we have discussed other local measures to encourage drivers to slow down. A SID ( Speed indicator Device) is beyond the Parish budget at present, but we have discussed measures to increase awareness of the village boundary with passing traffic. We display 20is Plenty signs on the side lanes but that speed is not mandatory.

With the help of a few village volunteers most of the Parish Footpaths have been kept open and the DC ROW team have patrolled and replaced some way markers.

Two lane litter picks a year have been achieved with a slightly increased band of volunteers, but more would always be welcome.

The Fingerposts in the village have been tidied up and are now looking good.

The biggest change this year is that our Parish clerk of several years Mrs Lindsay Hole resigned due to family commitments but we now have Mrs Alison Clothier in place. As one would expect there have been some changes in how the meetings and account run but all seems to have been smooth. The Audit has been prepared by Alison and a new internal auditor appointed. The website is being updated and policies and other information is gradually being populated. We hope to move to online banking as soon as all signatures etc have been updated.

We have started negotiations with Charborough estate on buying another slice of land to expand the Morden Burial Ground. As it would involved a change of use of land we need to apply for Planning Permission and Environment Agency approval.

A Housing Needs Survey was conducted in the Autumn and proved need for some new homes for local people, a follow up meeting on a very stormy day in November allowed people to input ideas and the germ of a strategy on local housing. We are very constrained as a the village is classed as Open Country in the Green Belt so according to Planning Rules we can only be allowed Rural exception site building, the nest step logically is to produce a neighbourhood Plan which would set out ideas for what the village needs to thrive in the next 20 years. However this will take a lot of time and some funds. We can apply for grants but we would need some residents with energy to push this forward. The council is in touch with a consultant planner to find out the hoops to manoeuvre.

2025/004
Reports from Representatives

Parochial Church Council (PCC):  

There was no report available.  
Morden Recreation Ground & Village Hall - Village Hall Committee (MVH) 

To add
2025/005
Any Other Business

There were no items of any other business.
The meeting closed at 8.09pm
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