IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual and Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 29th June 2022 at the Village Hall, School Road at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

P Smith

K Watts

V Wilkinson
L Brown
JP Carr




S Bridge
C Ashford
D Shroll

N Gibbons
K Clarke
The meeting started at 7.15pm. there were 4 members of the public present
The Chair reminded Councillors and the public regarding the rules of debate and talking during the council meeting.
Apologies -   Agreed and Accepted from Cllrs J Dunkley, T Maguire & M May 
22/17
Public Questions, Police Report and NNC Update
Police Report had been received from the PCSO of which the councillors noted the stats.
No update from NNC
Public – Query Facebook page for the village.  Query if Wollaston Road could have staggered barriers on pavement for cyclists as they cycle fast down the footpaths.  Query speeding from Irchester through to Knuston.
22/18
Co-option of Councillors

RESOLVED that Ms S East be co-opted as councillor for the forthcoming meetings.  Acceptance of Office paperwork was signed and witnessed by the Clerk.

22/19
Notification of Any Interests
Cllr JP Carr 22/25 library
Cllr P Smith 22/22 item d

22/20
Minutes
The minutes from 25th May 2022 were agreed as a true record to be signed by the Chair.  
22/21
Financial Matters

a) Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £7936.91 for June were approved 
[image: image1.png]Payee Name Reference Amount Paid Authorized Ref  Transaction Detail
Sapps 300951 1000 LGAT2s111 VW distibution

‘Shire Community Services 300899 160.00 LGAT25133  Wellbus subs

P Amstrong 300900 12554 LGAT2 15 8 34 Graffti Remover/OLB po
HM Revenue & Customs 300898 27018 LGAT2s111 Tax&NI

Dawn Morton BACSO801 167.00 0SA 1906514 Garden Maint

Nill Moreton BACSO802 300.00 0SA 1906514 Liter

K Fuller BACS0804 2500 LGAT28111 Vilage Voice expenses
Vitage Hal BACS0808 60000 LGAT25111  Grant

A& RPrinting BACS0803 121400 LGAT25111  Printing WV

Youth Centre BACS0805 60000 LGAT25133  Grant

NDat BACS0808 161564 LGAT2 51112 Salary & Expenses.
Neower oo 20332 PCA19S7 € Unmetered supply.
Colemans BACS0807 16807 LGAT2 5111 Stationery

Mowerman BACS0809 222490 OSA 1906514 Grass cuting

Nest oD 24526 Pension Act  Pension contribution

Total Payments

793691




b) The Current financial statement after the payments being £260,628.12
c) RESOLVED that Cllrs Brown and JP Carr to authorise the bacs payments for June 2022  
d) Discussion took place regarding the key holders for the notice boards even though it was asked to be deferred till the next meeting.  It was stated that there is a central point in Irchester for the notices and enough key holders for all notice boards.  It was agreed that Cllr Brown be in charge of the Irchester notice boards.  Little Irchester keys are with Cllr D Shroll and J Dunkley.  Cllr Shroll stated she would take charge of the notice boards in Little Irchester.  Cllr Smith abstained from voting
22/22
Cemetery/War Memorial

a) There had been a several interments within the cemetery for June.  There had been an issue with spoil being left on the cemetery path which had now been resolved.
b) It was noted that the Tommy in Little Irchester had been damaged so was removed until the Remembrance Day Service takes place.  It was suggested to place a ‘Lest we forget’ notice on the railings however it was queried if the pc needed planning permission as the war memorial and curtilage were grade II listed.  It was agreed that once the information had been received the Clerk could purchase the sign.
c) Tree on war memorial in Irchester was becoming quite large.  Discussion took place regarding the pollarding of the tree of which the council were informed that this would need to be an ongoing maintenance budget for the future.  It was RESOLVED to accept the quotation to reduce the tree once the birds nesting season had finished.
d) Request was received from the WI to plant a Weeping Cherry tree on the Irchester War Memorial to commemorate the Queens Platinum Jubilee.  After discussion it was agreed that the plaque would say Irchester WI 2022.
22/23
Highways
a) There were no new highways issues

b) Discussion took place regarding a request from a resident to ask highways to reduce the speed limit through Knuston.  After discussion it was agreed to contact highways in support of the request to reduce the speed limit from Irchester through Knuston to Rushden.  Request was made for the speed camera to attend the area.
c) RESOLVED to accept the quotation for repair and replace the broken light in Austin Close
22/24
Recreation Ground
a) There was an issue with the wetpore near to the seats in the playarea at the recreation ground.  Awaiting the quotation for the cost from Wicksteed. There had been new graffiti on the skatepark which had covered up the obscene remarks.  It was stated that the new graffiti could be added.
22/25
Community Projects
a) Orchard – All the trees are in blossom with small apples growing.  Due to the dry weather some trees were experiencing leaf curl which meant that the trees needed more water.  It was requested that quotes are received for a water butt or rain catcher and compost bin.
Cllr Carr left the meeting

b) Library – Further repairs were still needed to be carried out in the building of which a meeting with property services was scheduled for 30th June.  It was agreed that once the electrics had been carried out and the building was safe to open then the pc could sign the lease with a proviso that the remaining works be carried out when convenient.  The SLA had been updated and had been checked by the Steering Group with queries sent back to WNC, which had been resolved so the document was ready for signing.  Once this SLA was signed training of volunteer would take place.  Discussion took place regarding the start up grant request from the Steering Group and it was agreed to award, once the library was opened £1,000.00 paid in 2 instalments once details of expenditure had been received by the pc.  Cllr Carr returned to the meeting
c) Remembrance Day Service – it was agreed to hold the Remembrance Service so a meeting with the Events Working Party to take place to discuss the details.
.22/26
Planning
The following planning applications were discussed:
· NW/22/00353/FUL Proposal: Construction and operation of a solar farm comprising ground mounted solar photovoltaic (PV) arrays together with associated infrastructure, including DNO substations, customer substations, customer switchgear, access, fencing, CCTV cameras and landscaping. Location: Land To The South Of The Gipsy Lane (B570) Irchester – the Parish council have concerns regarding the visual impact of the site regarding the solar panels and screening.  There is also no information regarding the type of fencing.
· NW/22/00383/FUL Proposal: Demolition of a rear conservatory and construction of a single storey rear extension. The raising of the roof and addition of a roof above an existing garage to enable habitable accommodation to the provided in the first floor and the addition of 5 dormer windows in the front elevation and a balcony and full height windows on the rear elevation. Location: 89 Gipsy Lane Irchester – No comments
· NW/22/00415/FUL Demolition of brick built out-building and erection of single storey rear extension Location: 7 Alfred Street Irchester – no comments
· NW/22/00460PAMB – Change of use for agricultural barn to single storey dwelling – Irchester Grange Farm – no comments
· NW/22/00421/FUL – change building from garage to dwelling accommodation – 41 Newtown Road Little Irchester - Irchester PC objects to this application due to 

A) The loss of parking provision by conversion of two garages to a residential dwelling

B) That the dwelling is very small in internal living space and we don't believe meets the requirement of the NPPF internal space standards. 

C) under the Joint Core Strategy, Policy 8 - North Northamptonshire Place Sharping Principles 

D) Making safe and pleasant streets and space by:

E) Prioritising the needs of pedestrians, cyclists, and public transport users and resisting development that would prejudice highways safety

F) Ensuring a satisfactory means of access and provision for park, servicing and manoeuvring in accordance with adopted standards
22/27
 Exclusive to Public and Press
RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
22/28
 Future Inprovements to Irchester Cemetery

It was noted that there were only approximately between 25-30 years left for interments within the cemetery so it was agreed to write to adjoining land owners.
Meeting closed at  9.30 pm









Chair
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