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N Minutes of Kingsclere Parish Council Ordinary Meeting OM 06/25

'Lﬁf' ;51 Held at 7.30pm on Monday 30" June 2025 in the Village Club
Y
Present:

Clirs: Gaines; Hamilton; Mussett and R Peach
Clerk — Ackrill; RFO — Porton.

Not Present:
OMO06/25.1 — Apologies: ClIr Jonas, ClIr Conquest and Clir N Peach
OMO06/24.2 — Declarations of Interest: None

OMO06/25.3 — Minutes:
3.1 Minutes of Ordinary Meeting Monday 19t May 2025 were accepted and signed.
3.2 Minutes of Annual Meeting of the Council Monday 19t May 2025 were accepted and signed.

OMO06/25.4 - Questions from the Public: None

OMO06/25.5 — Chairman’s Remarks:
i)  Well done to the KCA for the successful Music Festival.
i) Thank you Clir R Peach for assistance with the litter bins during staff absence
iii) Thank you ClIr Gaines for refixing the Goal Nets and receiving the Picnic Bench delivery
iv) Ideas about income growth to be circulated to members for comment

OMO06/25.6 — Clerks Report:
Clir R Peach arrived at 19:36

6.1 Thank you from the Royal British Legion for the £50 donation for VE Day.

6.2 Meetings attended — officers update Basingstoke 4th June topics Harassment and Bullying,
Devolution and Local Government Organisation and Simpler recycling

6.3 Lengthsman Visit 28th June Lime tree beside Lamp Column — Swan Street, Newbury Rd Hedge,
Fawconer Bus Stop and Vegetation Blocking the SID on Basingstoke Road

6.4 Insurance — feedback on Clerks Absence and Legionella Cover— Clerks is covered on £5000 on
Personal Accident per policy year. Legionella is covered 1M under Public Liability Insurance
company have apologised for badly worded policy this year.

OMO06/25.7 — Parking along Swan Street:
A report has been received from residents and has been circulated to members. The Parish Council last

reviewed the parking in Kingsclere in the summer of 2018, just before the Holding Field Car Park extension.
In the centre of the village there are approximately 90 unrestricted bays at the Fieldgate Centre and Holding

Field plus approximately 35 unrestricted on street spaces and a further 18/20 unrestricted bays in Anchor
Road. There are only 21 restricted bays.

The on-street parking at the end of Swan Street (around Pound Green) has NOT been counted. It was
suggested that we request HCC to formally mark out parking bays in Swan Street and North Street.

2 members of the public arrived at 19:44

There is no budget at Parish Council level for parking and the Parish Council do not have the power to
complete any work on this other than in the Holding Field.

Resolved: A letter to be sent to HCC requesting a survey of Popes Hill, North Street and Swan Street for
additional marked bays. A letter to be sent to BDBC for possible charging introduction in Anchor Road Car
Park.

Action: Clir Mussett to draft letters and send to the office

OMO06/25.8 — County Councillor:
No report.
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OMO06/25.9 — Borough Councillor: Apologies from B Clir D Conquest. Report attached from Clir M Bound
Appendix 1 and Clir K Morrow Appendix 2
Q. Community buildings — does it include bus shelters?

Action: RFO to email and enquire.

OMO06/25.10 — Standing Orders Amendments Staff Contingency Discussion — to review item 16.1 and
then discuss contingency for handling urgent office matters during long term Staff Absence
It was discussed and resolved to delete this statement for now and then reintroduce when documentation
has been produced.

Action: Clerk and RFO to review procedures and come up with a walk-through guide for
essential/urgent tasks.

Resolved 16.1 of Standing Orders to be removed.

OMO06/25.11 — Holding Field Development: An initial draft project report had been distributed for a Pump
Track. The proposal was discussed, Clir Hamilton outlined that the track is a great for physical activity and
has minimal maintenance. The location and size to be carefully considered.

Action: Clir Mussett, Clir Conquest and Clir Hamilton to meet for further feasibility talks

OMO06/25.12 - Financial Regulations — F. R Review and approval of revised version
The revised Financial Regulations were distributed to members in advance, and it was agreed to adopt the
latest version.

Resolved: Revised Financial Regulations adopted

OMO06/25.13 — Health and Safety:
13.1 Review of Dell Play area Inspection Report —
BDBC inspect the play area weekly. All issues are Low Risk, but it should be reviewed. What do members
want to do with the play area.
Action: Clir Gaines and ClIr R Peach to review the existing facilities and feedback to the council.
13.2 It was suggested we request a list of all the ash trees the Parish Council own
Action: Clerk to contact the tree inspector for a list of Ash trees on Parish owned land

OMO06/25.14 — General Purposes Committee - Terms of Reference — Terms were discussed
Current terms require 4 meetings per year, so we need another meeting date to be agreed or the Terms to
be amended. It was agreed to amend number of meetings to Minimum of 3 in any financial year and re
publish.
Resolved: Terms of Reference for GP Committee to be amended and re published to read
Committee shall meet a minimum of 3 times in a financial year.
Action: Clerk

OMO06/25.15 — Dog Fouling Signage Fieldgate Centre — Clerk has been working and has a draft poster
with suitable wording to be sent to BDBC.
Action: Clerk to send details to BDBC.

OMO06/25.16 — Christmas Lights Electric Contract —
There were three options on the proposal distributed, 1 year, 2 year and 3-year options. It was agreed to go
with the 3-year option

Resolved: Accept 3-year contract with DRAX

Action: RFO to accept 3-year contract with DRAX

OMO06/25.17 — Allotment Trough Covers — Consider quote for 3 x hinged wooden, trough covers £535.00.
Clir R Peach declared an interest and did not vote. It was noted that this request is £35 over the £500 limit
for 3 quotes required. Members acknowledged that this is for a bespoke design and not easy to find
comparison quotes. As these had already been made for another local council and fit the requirements for
the Allotments that this condition should be suspended for this decision.

Resolved: Approved £535 for 3 x wooden hinged Trough Covers

Action: Clerk to instruct Contractor

OMO06/25.18 - Cemetery Fence - Post and Rail fence quotes were discussed, this is to close the gap in the
new cemetery hedgerow backing onto BDBC woodland. Quotes for £320 (3 cross rails) and £308 (2 cross
rails) were circulated prior to the meeting. It was agreed that as 3 rails matches the fence further up the
additional £12 was worth it.

Resolved: 3 cross rail fence cost of £320 approved.

Action: Clerk to instruct Contractor
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OM06/25.19 — Village Fete 25" August — Request from Fete Committee to use electrical supply for the day
to run amp and other electrics for live band.
Clir Mussett declared an interest as a relation is Chair of the Fete Committee. The matter was discussed,
and it is suspected that the column is only rated for lighting. We will need to know exactly what is going to
be plugged in and for how long so that we check if the column is rated for that output. Clir Gaines will check
the box (feeder column). Bring back to July meeting — let committee know
Action: Clir Gaines to check feeder Column. Clerk to update committee and ask for supply
requirements.

OMO06/25.20 - Grant Request — RBL £96.80 plus VAT for a Banner for VE and VJ day events
It was discussed and agreed but this funding must come from the regular grant budget not the event budget
as the RBL did not attend the VE day event at the Village Club.

Resolved: £96.80 plus VAT for RBL from regular grant plot

OMO06/25.21 - Bowls Club Lease — The quote for £1000 to complete new lease from October 1st, 2025, 3
year term then 12 month rolling basis from Talbot Walker LLP was approved.
Resolved: Quote from Talbot Walker for £1000 to prepare lease

OMO06/25.22 - Planning Matters and Neighbourhood Plan Updates
22.1. Neighbourhood Plan - Update from 2nd June 2025 Meeting Minutes had been circulated
Presentation by Fred Schiff of Pennybar on the the Yew Tree Farm 40 houses proposal. There are
concerns over water supply and sewage supply as well as traffic. The water level in the river has
dropped a third. No updates on Solar Farm. Porch Farm is awaiting a report from Southern Water
and the Environment Agency objects because the development would pose an unacceptable risk of
pollution of groundwater.
22.2. 25/01131/HSE 17 Greenlands Road — erection of single storey extension — no objections
22.3. T/00292/25/TCA 27 George Street Fell Silver Birch — no objections
22.4. 24/00675/FUL Farm Cottage and Old house Rectory Lane Wolverton - Conversion of existing
cart shed to habitable accommodation, ancillary to Farm Cottage and erection of single storey flat
roof link extension. Demolition of existing garage and erection of new home office/utility/annexe at
Old House — no objections
22.5. 25/01251/HSE Wetherby North Street — Single storey rear extension — no objections

OMO06/25.23 - Approval of Bank Transfers, Income and Expenditure:
The approval lists were circulated in advance.
Resolved: Approval lists signed

OMO06/25.24 — Matters for Future Consideration:

Parking — by putting in permits one user is displaced in favour of another. Parking is fairly balanced as
demonstrated in the statistics read out in item 7. The Parish Council will formally apply to BDBC to
reconsider parking charges in the Anchor Road Car Park. The Parish Council will write to HCC to request a
survey of North Street, Popes Hill and Swan Street for additional parking bays. Residents (member of the
public representing residents of Swan Street) request the bays are unrestricted.

OMO06/25.25 — Date of Next Meeting: Monday 28 July 2025 7:30pm in the Village Club.

OMO06/25.26 - Exempt Business — to propose and pass a resolution in accordance with the public bodies
(admission to meetings) Act 1960 to exclude the public and press for the discussion of the following matters
where publicity might be prejudicial to the special nature of the business.

26.1 - Clerks Salary Contract and Scale Point review —

It was discussed and agreed to implement the new pay review immediately. The RFO to complete
the cost calculation for back pay as soon as possible and bring back for members to approve separately.

Resolved: Clerk Salary to be increased to SCP 28.

Meeting closed 21:23

SIgNed:. ..o Chairman Date:.....cooiiiii
SIgNed:. . . Clerk Dater .o
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Distribution: ClIrs: D Conquest; M Hamilton; S Gaines; H Jonas: C Mussett; N Peach and R Peach;
Website: www.kingsclere-pc.org.uk.

Appendix 1 — Borough Clir M Bound Report to Kingsclere Parish Council, Monday, 30" June, 2025

Another quiet month as regards myself and your parish directly (although there are always confidential
concerns being brought to our attention) but the Parish Clerk contacted Ward Councillors last week about a
problem at the playground at Longcroft Rd; | referred the matter to the Borough.

Below is information recently sent to Borough Councillors from the Borough Council that maybe of interest to
organisations in Kingsclere, and parishioners generally. Also, the Councillor Grant scheme is open now to
small Ward capital schemes and may be of interest to organisations locally; the forms and details are
available on the Borough web site. Personally, | am almost fully committed.

Items of interest from the Borough:
¢ Get ready for food waste collections

We’'re getting ready to introduce weekly food waste collections across the borough later this year.
These will boost the amount residents will recycle and reduce the weight of their grey bins by up to a
third. When the service starts, residents will be able to put items including fruit and vegetable peelings,
plate scrapings, tea bags, eggshells, bones and pet food into their caddy for collection. The food waste
will then be turned into greener energy and fertiliser. Please help to raise awareness that food waste
collections are coming later this year by pointing residents to the Borough food waste webpage at
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/food-waste. There will also be information in the residents’ magazine Your
Place which is being distributed to homes next week.

As the Borough prepares for the introduction of food waste collections, they are keen to encourage
residents to start looking at the amount of avoidable food, which includes out of date or excess food,
they are throwing away. Cutting down on this will help to save money and is better for the environment.
There are lots of top tips including meal planning, storage of food and helpful recipes at
www.lovefoodhatewaste.com

e New green community ‘drop ins’ on offer

The Borough Green Team’s community ‘pop-ups’ are bringing eco-friendly support right into the hearts
of neighbourhoods and villages across the borough. Held in local community centres and halls, the
drop ins aim to make going greener as convenient as possible for people by putting free planet-friendly
advice and guidance within a few steps or short cycle ride from their homes.

People who pop in will get free advice on how to save money and cut carbon. And they can also take
part in sustainable craft activities like building bug hotels and upcycling waste into arts and crafts,
among others. Three drop ins have taken place so far, at The Irish Centre in Basingstoke town centre,
at Beggarwood Community Centre and another at Oakridge Hall.

More are currently being booked for coming weeks and months. If you would like the team to visit a
community centre or hall in your parish, please contact, GreenTeam@basingstoke.gov.uk

¢ Protecting the borough’s hedgehogs

The council is teaming up with Natural Basingstoke to help protect local hedgehogs, a species in
decline and a priority in our biodiversity strategy. We are launching a campaign which supports the
nationwide work of Hedgehog Street.

Hedgehogs are now classed as ‘near threatened’ due to a 30% population drop in the last decade.
The National Hedgehog Conservation Strategy aims to tackle key threats and reverse this trend.
Residents can help by reporting sightings to Hedgehog Street, creating hedgehog-friendly gardens,
and visiting the Natural Basingstoke website for more information. They can also get in touch with our
Green Team to book a free garden survey for tips and ideas on how to support nature within the
borough and to find out how to adapt their garden to help hedgehogs and other wildlife.

The council is teaming up with Natural Basingstoke to help protect local hedgehogs, a species in
decline and a priority in our biodiversity strategy. We are launching a campaign which supports the
nationwide work of Hedgehog Street.

Hedgehogs are now classed as ‘near threatened’ due to a 30% population drop in the last decade.
The National Hedgehog Conservation Strategy aims to tackle key threats and reverse this trend.
Residents can help by reporting sightings to Hedgehog Street, creating hedgehog-friendly gardens,
and visiting the Natural Basingstoke website for more information. They can also get in touch with our
Green Team to book a free garden survey for tips and ideas on how to support nature within the
borough and to find out how to adapt their garden to help hedgehogs and other wildlife.

Steps to a greener Basingstoke and Deane
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¢ Funding to help non-profit organisations install solar panels and heat pumps

Non-profit organisations looking to cut their carbon footprints can now apply for a grant from Scottish
and Southern Electricity Networks’ ‘Powering Communities to Net Zero’ fund.

The scheme offers grants between £1,000 and £20,000 towards the cost of installing low-carbon
technologies, including solar panels, heat pumps and electric vehicle charging points.

Applications are open until Wednesday 25 June. Not-for-profit organisations can find out more and
apply for a grant on Scottish and Southern Electricity’s webpage about its Powering Communities to
Net Zero fund.

e Council funding boost of £700,000 to improve community buildings now available

Community groups and voluntary organisations across the borough are being encouraged to apply for
funding to improve their facilities, thanks to grants from Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council.
Following two successful years, the council has re-opened its Community Infrastructure Fund with a
£700,000 pot available to organisations to apply for grants to improve current facilities making them more
accessible to users, increase income and reduce costs, or make environmental improvements.

Grants of between £5,000 and £75,000 are available to successful applicants through the two-stage
process. The deadline for the first stage of applications is 5pm on Friday 18 July 2025.

The scheme is designed to enable existing facilities to better meet the needs of their communities now
and in the future, rather than funding new building projects. Any potential applicants are encouraged to
attend an information session or arrange a one-to-one chat before applying to see if their proposal fits the
scheme criteria.

Since the grant scheme launched, 29 projects have benefited from over £700,000 in grants. Completed
projects have included upgrades to toilets, kitchens and lighting, new doors, flooring, solar panels and the
creation of two new community cafés.

Cabinet Member for Communities, Partnerships and Inclusion Clir John McKay said: “By helping to
improve our community buildings we are supporting better access to these important local facilities to help
valuable services keep running and increase opportunities for new activities to take place. We are also
helping to make existing buildings more sustainable and efficient in support of the borough’s carbon cutting
targets.

“This year we’ve increased the funding pot available to £700,000 and | encourage organisations to get in
touch to talk through how this money could bring vital improvements to their community facility.”

More information about the fund criteria and application process is available on the council’s website
at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/infrastructureFund or by contacting cif@basingstoke.gov.uk

Appendix 2 — Borough Clir K Morrow Report to Kingsclere Parish Council, Monday 30" June 2025
Anchor Road Car Park

| have helped chase building permission for the gentleman at Larch Drive whose wall has collapsed to put in
supports on Borough land to make safe the car park. Works should now start to return the car park to full and

safe use.
Longcroft Play Area

| escalated the Borough’s poor response to the head of service and the matter has been raised as a training

issue at the contact centre. The play area should have been made safe as soon as possible.
Environmental Improvements at Strokins Road and Longcroft Road, Kingsclere
The council’s Environmental Renewal Scheme (ERS) for Strokins Road & Longcroft Road areas in

Kingsclere, which aims to enhance communal areas and open spaces within the local neighbourhood. Works

are scheduled to start towards the end of this year with completion expected early in 2026.
We are seeking views from the people that live in the area and use the local green spaces so that we can
focus on those issues that matter the most when we finalise our program of improvements.
Issues that could be dealt with by the scheme include:
¢ enhancing neglected public open spaces

e frees, shrubs and bulb planting for seasonal colour and biodiversity in prime locations
e replacing and providing new fencing, benches and bins
e replacing and providing new paving blocks and steps

e providing new link paths
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e designing out encroachment parking and fly tipping issues

Other similar improvements that are deemed a priority by the residents can also be considered.
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/ers-kingsclere

Please share this link and promote engagement

Local Government Reorganisation Update

A letter from B&D’s CEO:

Dear all,

| wanted to give you an update on our work on local government reorganisation. As you know, the
government wants to replace the current 15 councils in Hampshire and the Solent, including our council, with
new larger unitary councils of circa 500,000 population who would provide all services in each area. Each of
the councils has been asked to submit a single preferred proposal to government in September for new
unitary councils that would take over from the existing councils in April 2028.

Reminder of the background

You will recall in February we commissioned KPMG on behalf of the other 14 councils, and we’ve been
managing a joint process with them to assess the options and develop an interim plan to submit to
government in March and then a final proposal by the 26" September.

You will recall in March at our Council meeting, you voted to approve an interim plan to send to government
with a set of guiding principles. This was also agreed by the other 14 councils. At that stage, all the councils
could not agree a unitary option or options to submit although we did all agree that the Isle of Wight should
continue to be separate as an island authority. You will recall you also agreed to make the case for four new
unitary councils for mainland Hampshire including a northern Hampshire unitary council encompassing the
existing boroughs and districts of Basingstoke and Deane, Hart and Rushmoor. Based on the work carried
out, our view was that option would best meet the government’s criteria and best serve our communities into
the future.

What is the latest position?

Since then, we’ve worked with the other 14 councils and KPMG to carry out a detailed assessment of the
options for unitary councils against the government criteria and the agreed guiding principles through an
evidence driven process involving 44 metrics utilising a large amount of economic, community, service and
financial data. This process assessed 8 options in depth for between 2 and 5 unitary councils to replace the
existing councils. That process was completed a few weeks ago and the assessment showed that 4 unitary
councils for mainland Hampshire would best meet the government criteria and the guiding principles.
Following this, Hampshire County Council, East Hampshire District Council and Gosport Borough Council
decided they were leaving the joint process as they were unhappy with the outcome.

The remaining 12 councils agreed to work up into full business cases/ proposals three variations of 4 unitary
councils for mainland Hampshire. They are all based on having a unitary council focused on each of the four
major urban economies and population centres of Southampton, Portsmouth, Winchester and Basingstoke
and their surrounding areas.

All the variations include a northern Hampshire unitary council encompassing the existing boroughs and
districts of Basingstoke and Deane, Hart and Rushmoor. They also all include the Isle of Wight remaining
separate as an island unitary authority. Two of the variations are based on amalgamating existing council
areas whilst the third includes some potential boundary changes but they would not affect the new northern
Hampshire council.

These four new unitary councils, covering a population of 2 million people in mainland Hampshire, provide
the scale the government is seeking whilst still being connected to the communities they serve. They will
provide significant opportunities for improving services and outcomes and realising efficiencies.

We are now working at pace with KPMG and the other 11 councils to develop the full business cases/
proposals including proposed service design, democratic arrangements, financial case and community
engagement arrangements in line with government guidance. The work is going really well, and we are on
track for the September deadline. We are also liaising regularly on this work with the Ministry of Housing and
Local Government (MHCLG) and have recently received confirmation of specific funding from them for this
work. This amounts to approximately £368,000 for the 12 councils in the joint process.
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What are the three councils who left the joint process doing?

Gosport Borough Council are currently indicating they will not submit a proposal to government for new
unitary councils. They are, though, continuing to liaise regularly and collaborate with the 12 councils in the
joint process. Gosport’s formal position is that they want the status quo to continue but the government has
made clear, this is not an option.

You may have seen, in the Basingstoke Gazette or on social media that Hampshire County Council has
announced the options that it is working on with East Hampshire District Council. Most of their options would
see our council area as part of an extremely large unitary council. One of their options would combine us
with the areas of East Hampshire, Hart, Rushmoor, Test Valley, Winchester and the New Forest into a
unitary council serving well over one million people. This option, along with the others they are considering,
were fully assessed through the joint process we carried out with KPMG and all the other councils and
scored badly on two of the six government criteria and the guiding principles. We assume they will submit a
competing proposal to government for either 2 or 3 unitary councils for mainland Hampshire in September.

When will government decide?

We expect the government to carry out public consultation on each of the proposals they receive. We
envisage this will happen in spring 2026 and they will then make a final decision on which proposal they wish
to implement by early summer. Structural change orders, the legal process for abolishing councils and
creating new ones, would likely then go before parliament in the autumn.

How does devolution work alongside local government reorganisation?

Alongside plans for local government reorganisation, as you know, the government has consulted on
devolution proposals to create a new strategic authority under an elected Mayor for Hampshire and the Isle
of Wight, like the structure already in place in London and Greater Manchester.

This new authority would set the key strategic vision for the region with powers and responsibilities for areas
such as strategic planning, transport, economic development, and skills. It would be a predominantly policy
making authority with the new unitary councils under it delivering all the services in their areas.

What happens next?

A key part of our work is understanding how residents, businesses, public sector partners and voluntary and
community groups feel about the changes and what area they should cover and how they think the new
councils should work.

Public engagement will start from the week of Monday 30 June. We will be running a survey for six weeks
focused on getting people’s views about the north Hampshire council. The 12 councils in the joint process,
including us, will also be running a survey on the options for the rest of Hampshire.

We will be promoting both of these, as well as running resident research, through a specialist market
research company, to give us a statistically valid picture of views.

We will also be holding workshops across north Hampshire with public sector partners, businesses, voluntary
and community organisations and town and parish councils. Workshops will also be held with countywide
partners including the police, fire and rescue, integrated care board and national park authorities on behalf of
the 12 councils.

The results of these surveys and workshops will be used to inform and refine our final proposals to
government.
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