North Gosforth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of North Gosforth Parish Council held on 
 Thursday 19th March 2025

Present: Councillor Agnew (Chair)
Councillors: Duell, Henning, Linfoot, Loftus, Mears, Rawling and Spencer 

In attendance: I Humphries      - Clerk
                        Cllr Ashby         - Newcastle City Council

	103.
	Apologies for absence
An apology for absence was received from councillor Mears.


	104.
	Councillor R Farrell
Councillor Farrell was present to submit his resignation due to health grounds. 

Members joined to thank him for his work on behalf of the Parish Council and offered him their best wishes for the future.


	105.
	Issues raised by members of the public
There were no issues raised.


	106.
	Ward Councillors update
Members were infirmed of the following –
· City Council Tax rise
· Political balance within City Council
· No elections this year
· Freedom of the City to be granted to Eddie Howe
· Bus lane proposed for fly-over north bound

The Chair asked councillor Ashby to raise the question of park & ride for county bus services. Councillor Ashby also indicated that the promised letter to Great Park residents would be delivered as soon as possible.


	107.
	Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 19 February 2025 were confirmed as a correct record.


	108.
	Matters Arising from the minutes of the previous meeting
· Volunteers wee “in place” to do tidy up work on Hilton Green.
· Councillor Rawling and a volunteer were to undertake a litter-pick.


	109.
	Scout Hut Lease
While progress was being made with the new Lease, a request had been made for a survey of the trees that would become the responsibility of the Scout Group under the terms of the new Lease. Members agreed to commission a survey of the trees.


	110.
	Financial Matters
Members authorised payments to Clerk salary and HMRC. It was also noted that plants had been purchased for the garden site on Greenfield Road.

Members were informed of an increase in the room hire charges for the Community Centre.


	111.
	Planning Matters
2023/0355/02/NMA  17 Layfield Road: Non Material Amend.
                                  Change timber cladding external appearance
                                  To ground floor rear ext. proposed brick finish
                                                                                                      No objection

20250294/01/TPO   1 Juniper Close: Sycamore Tree reduce 
                                 the crown and width.                                    Noted

2025/0295/01/TPO  8 Juniper Close: Silver Birch remove and 
                                 replant in more suitable location                  No objection

2025/030001/LDC   12 Polwarth Crescent: LDC for proposed 
                                 single storey ext. to rear                               Noted

2025/0344/01/TPO  63 The Fairway: Sycamore to reduce 
                                 crown on west side to stop encroachment   No objection

2025/0353/01/TCA  6 Beech Close: Cherry tree to fell                 No objection

2024/0779/02/DCC  48 Newlands Aveenue: submission of
                                details of working method statement for 
                                 bats and installation of bat box                     No objection

2025/0377/01/NPA  26 South Bend: Notification for Prior 
                                 Approval - erection of conservatory 
                                 to rear                                                           Noted



	112.
	Member Portfolio Updates
· Grounds Maintenance
Work on the Tubs was to commence the following week with planting in May. A quote was requested for painting the tubs.
Grass Box was to start grass cutting in April. Cutting around trees would cost approx. £200 
Members approved expenditure for 5 or 6 new/replacement trees at a cost of £80 each. 
· HMO’s
A sub Committee was to be set up to consider the Parish Council’s approach to HMO’s 
· Highways
The next inspection of roads and footpaths was scheduled for end April


	113. 
	Items raised by members
· The Leader of the Lib Dems, Newcastle City Council was seeking a meeting with the Chair of the Parish Council
· The field adjacent to the B1348 was the subject of fly-tipping. It was noted the horses were no longer in the field.
· Counncillor Rawling was to upload additional items of interest/history to the Parish Council Website and welcomed any suggestions or material.


	
	
Date of next meeting
Wednesday 16th April 2025 at 7.30pm




