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* Professional « Friendly Service PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

¢ Fully Insured ¢ One-0ff or Regular

www.tn17dogwalking.co.uk

07719 070864 Reliable, trustworthy, and
professional maintenance
for your home and garden.

ANDY AND SUE'S
MOBILE

LOG SPLITTING
SERVICE

Please call
01580 241792
07887 997551

Tel. 07852 728 314
thewalledgardenpm.com
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Painting & Decorating
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* Internal & External
* Residential
* Offices

“We have been using Giles for
7 months. He is an exceptional
handyman and for us to know
all the jobs that need doing on
the house is fantastic.

A five star recommendation.’

« Commercial
* Listed Buildings

Diroirty Assarred
01580 892255

07788 588905
info@stanleypainting.co.uk
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™ Whatever you want to store...

PETER CHRISTOPHERSON ...house sale & purchase not coinciding, travelling,

_J house building work, paperwork overload or just

D

Expert Mortgage Advice

30 Years of Experience
Tyler Mortgage Management
L: 020748 49 207

M: 07909 562 579

E: peter.christopherson@tylermm.com

“de-cluttering” to sell your house more quickly
— we offer a friendly and flexible PEALLON
service in Cranbrook. With secure ¢ 2
storage, competitive rates, all on g
one level and hassle free BARN
24/7 access, contact us now! STORE

01580 713231

www.barn-store.co.uk




Editorial

| turned up late to the Coronation picnic, due to grandchild-related chaos, and | confess | wasn’t
sure what to expect. This wasn’t an ‘official’ event, after all, and it had an element of ‘on the hoof’
about it, so would the village turn out en masse, or would most of them sit in their gardens and
leave the communal stuff to others?

As ever in Benenden, | needn’t have worried. The Green was heaving with Sunday afternoon
revellers; barely a blade of grass was left uncovered by tartan rugs and those funny picnic chairs
with the pockets in the arms for your drink. | unerringly hunted down the group with the best
and most copious selection of booze, sat down and dispatched minions to fetch me cake.When
the minions told me where to get off, | went and got cake myself.

It was a cracking do.The fact that it had all been arranged in haste by enthusiastic denizens, keen
not to let the occasion go unmarked, made it an even better event. This was the community in
action, robust and wholehearted, with not a dissenting republican in sight. | fear that if somebody
in a yellow t-shirt had stood up and shouted “Not my King”, they’d have been pelted with rock
cakes and strung up from the church steeple.We’re mostly a friendly bunch, but it didn’t seem the
time or place to plot the downfall of the monarchy.

This month, we’ll be back again, for the village fete, a far simpler cause, with no political implications,
just a bit of local fund raising, a beer tent and, quite probably, a cow leaving its pat on the grass for
bingo purposes. It’s what we do best.WWe embrace communal events like long-lost friends; non-
residents travel from the ends of the earth (or Rolvenden) to join in; people envy us our sense of
community and our unceasing enthusiasm. A lot of people would like to live in Benenden, but we
actually do, for which |, for one, am regally grateful.

Peter Thomas, Co-Editor

The Benenden Magazine is published monthly as a joint venture by Benenden Parish Council

and St George’s Parochial Church Council. It is distributed free to all residents of the parish. Opinions
expressed are not necessarily those of the publishers. Responsibility for accuracy of information rests
with contributors and advertisers. Neither the publishers nor the editors shall be held responsible for
or endorse any opinions, products or services printed in the magazine or directory.

Editors: Ruth Clark, Peter Thomas

Editorial Board: PCC Rep: Martin Pexton, PC Rep: Nicola Thomas,

Treasurer: Charles Trollope, Acting Advertising Manager: Paul Leek, Advertising Assistant: vacant
Distribution: Marilyn and Dick Hill, Layout Editor: Camilla Macdonald
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Advertising orders or queries to: advertising.benendenmag@gmail.com.

Distribution queries to: dd.rhill@btinternet.com.

Postal address: c/o Community Office, Benenden Village Hall, Benenden, TN17 4DY 01580 240371

Printed by The Wealden Advertiser Ltd, Cowdens Close, Hawkhurst, Kent 1



m Church Calendar

St George’s Church

Rector: Revd David Commander 240658 revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday)

Curate: Revd Ylva Blid-Mackenzie 01233 820100 rev.ylva@gmail.com (Sunday, Monday and Tuesday)
Churchwarden: David Collard 241944 julia.collard@btinternet.com

Churchwarden: Sue Fisher 241907 sue@undaunted.co.uk

www.benendenchurch.org 850849  benendenchurch@gmail.com

Please inform the Rector, Curate or Churchwardens if you, or anyone else, is ill.

Sunday 4 June 8am Communion [0am All-age 5pm Choral Evensong
Communion

Sunday || June 8am BCP Communion [0am Morning Worship

Sunday 18 June 8am Communion [0am Sung Eucharist

Thursday 22 June 7.30pm Archdeacons'

Visitation Service

at St Nicholas, Sandhurst
Saturday 24 June 4pm Connect Four

at Mission Church, Sandhurst
Sunday 25 June 8am Communion [0am Morning Worship
Morning Prayer 8am Mondays and Fridays

Mission Church, Sandhurst

Rector: Revd David Commander 240658 revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday)
Morning Prayer 8am Tuesdays and Wednesdays

Mid-week Communion 0am Tuesdays

Iden Green Congregational Church

Pastor: Tobin Bird 240027 www.idengreen.org.uk

Sunday Services [0am Morning Worship 5.30pm Evening Worship

The 10am Morning Worship is broadcast on our YouTube channel: search ‘lden Green Congregational Church’.

The Roman Catholic Chapel of Our Lady and St Joseph TN17 4EL
Fr Barry Grant 713364  www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org
Masses 9am Sundays 7.30pm Holy Days

From the Parish Registers
Baptism 20 May Kirah-Jane Rance

Weddings 20 May Amy Smith and Matthew Edwards
27 May Lucy Newman and Micahel Barfoot
2 28 May Anna Munro-Faure and Liam Shepherd



Church Letter

Look out for and take care of one another

What a wonderful event the Coronation was last month.We heard a lot in the Coronation
service, about ‘service’; service to others by our monarch.The very first words that King Charles
[l said, in response to the boy who welcomed him to the abbey, were, “In his name, and after his
example, | come not to be served, but to serve.” The words of the Collect - the special prayer for
the Coronation - said “...that we and all people may live in peace and prosperity and in loving
service to one another.” These words are a timely reminder that we are all - whatever our station,
whatever our role, whatever our job, whatever our vocation - called to serve our fellow people.

Think back to the life of King Charles’ mother, Queen Elizabeth Il. Remember the dedication that
the then Princess Elizabeth made on her 21st birthday: “l declare before you all that my whole life,
whether it be long or short, shall be devoted to your service and the service of our great imperial
family to which we all belong.” No one can deny that she fulfilled that promise.What a hard act
for King Charles to follow.

Then, we too have a hard act to follow.That is because it was Jesus who said:“l came not to be
served, but to serve.” He then simplified all the rules that were in existence at the time to this:
“Love God;and love our neighbour as yourself.” It was Jesus who knelt and washed his disciples’
feet, and then said, “Do you know what | have done to you? | have set you an example.” In one way,
so very simple and obvious: look out for one another, and take care of one another. However, it is
at the same time, such a hard thing to do; that is because there are no conditions or restrictions
imposed by Jesus; ‘neighbour’ is anybody. It is not just those people who happen to be like us; it is
not just those people that we like.We are simply called to love, to serve, one another.

Take a moment out of your busy day to think about the community that we live in and all the
things that happen.Take a moment to give thanks for the people that make all those things happen.
Each and every one of us have gifts that we can use to help others. Each and every one of us can
get involved in our community - for the good of everyone in the community. Get involved, as ‘one
who serves’.

The Archbishop of Canterbury, in the Coronation service, prayed: “Let each of us dedicate
ourselves, in body, mind and spirit, to a renewal of faith, a joyful hope, and a commitment to
serve one another in love.” May we each serve one another, in our community, in love.

Revd David Commander, Rector and Area Dean



Village Calendar

June
Friday 2

Saturday 3
Saturday 3
Saturday 3
Monday 5
Tuesday 6
Tuesday 6

Iden Green and Benenden WI, Social Afternoon, Fraud and Scams,
Memorial Hall, 2pm

Churchyard Working Party, St George’s, Benenden, 9.30-12noon
Stringfever, Benenden School Centenary Hall, 7.30pm

Skittles, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm

Churches Count on Nature, St George’s Church, 2pm

Mobile Library, bus stop outside Benenden Village Hall, 10-10.30am
Mobile Library, Benenden Hospital, 10.40-11.10am

p.19

p.15

p.13

Wednesday 7  Local Pilgrimage, Mission Church, Sandhurst, 10.15am p.13
Saturday 10 Quiz Night, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm
Saturday 17 Benenden Fete, in aid of St George’s Church, The Green, |2noon-4pm  pull-out
Saturday 17 Darts, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm
Monday 19 Parish Council Meeting, Iden Green Pavilion, 7pm
Tuesday 20 Mobile Library, bus stop outside Benenden Village Hall, 10-10.30am
Tuesday 20 Mobile Library, Benenden Hospital, 10.40-11.10am
Tuesday 20 Village Lunch, Benenden Village Hall, 12.30pm p.19
Tuesday 20 Iden Green and Benenden WI, Garden Party at a Member’s home, 5pm p.19
Saturday 24 Fish and Chip Supper, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm
Sunday 25 BBC Big Band, Benenden School Centenary Hall, 7pm p.15
Tuesday 27 Merry and Bright, Garden Party, Balmoral Cottage, Benenden, 2pm p.19
Friday 30 Benenden’s Community Shop, AGM and Volunteers’ Social Evening,

Benenden Village Hall, 7pm p.20

Iden Green Toddler Group

Tuesdays during term time in lden Green Congregational Church, 9-11.30am

Wednesday Coffee Mornings
Wednesdays in the Memorial Hall, 10-11.30am

Benenden Bowls Club
Thursdays, April-September, on the recreation field, practice night, 6.30pm

Cakes & Chaos: Café and Toddler Group

Fridays during term time in St George’s Church, 9-11.15am

Warm Welcome Space
Fridays and Sundays in the Memorial Hall, |-3pm
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Parish Council

In the summer of 2022, | had the privilege of being co-opted as a member of the Benenden Parish
Council. Councillor Presgrave was born!

Although | have been a frequent visitor to Benenden over the last three decades, it was as a
daughter rather than an active member of the community. Having moved permanently to the
village in 2020 from south London, | set about the exciting task of finding out what village life
was all about, and what a delight it has been. | started volunteering at our beautiful community
shop, Benenden’s, in August 2020, and discovering what an incredible place Benenden is.

As the summer and autumn progressed, it never ceased to amaze me what a caring community
we have the privilege to be part of. There are so many initiatives to help and support local
people. | attended my first crib service at St George’s on Christmas Eve and it was a delight

to hear such a familiar story refreshed as seen through the eyes of the children and families
who actively participated in the service.Who knew there was an octopus and a spaceman in
the Christmas story!

| also attended my first midnight mass on Christmas Eve, which was as beautiful as it was uplifting.
On Christmas Day, | volunteered at the village Christmas lunch. Again, the huge effort and
contributions made by villagers to ensure the lunch was a success was humbling. There were
beautiful decorations, excellent food and an abundance of laughter, brought to a close with
everyone watching King Charles Ill make his first Christmas day speech as our new monarch.

To supplement my new incarnation as Councillor Presgrave, | participated in two very interesting
and informative online training courses: ‘Becoming A Local Councillor’ in January 2023 and ‘“The
Dynamic Councillor’ in March 2023, run by the Kent Association of Local Councils. It was a
pleasure to meet other councillors via Zoom, some very long-standing and others who are as
new to the role as me.

My first year as a councillor has proved to be challenging but, more importantly, very interesting
and fulfilling. It has been a fantastic way to participate in our local community and it has certainly
helped me grow as a person. Here’s to the next year.

Cathy Presgrave, Parish Councillor

Caroline Levett, Benenden Parish Council Clerk
07593 226462 clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org
For more information see our website www.benendenparishcouncil.org or find us on Facebook

Parish Council Meeting
Monday 19 June 2023,
Iden Green Pavilion, 7pm
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Three floors of Exhibits in 155 Century

MICHAEL GOATER
budlding with coltage gardes

Fully accredited member

of BAFRA “Whesis of Tme'

Chaldren's Hislory Deteclive Trail

01580 212234

mgoater.testoration@gmail.com
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CRANBROOK MUSEUM

AND LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY C.1.0.
Cpen April to October. Tuesday to Saturday
also every Sunday in August 2pm - 4.30pm

VISIT FREE
| conetions welcome |

EXHIBITIONS THIS SUMMER 2023

APRIL and MAY
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JURE pnd JULY
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Lambert
& Foster

ooking to sell or let your property?

Book your appraisal online, by email or by phone

Call 01580 712 888 Email cranbrook@lambertandfoster.co.uk
Office 39 High Street, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 3DN

PROPERTY PROFESSIONALS FOR OVER 120 YEARS

List your
onpevh’
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PEASMARSH PLACE For Brochure & Details

Church Lane, Peasmarsh, Rye, East Sussex TN3T6KB1797 230555
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Most types of furniture
Workshop 5, Slaney Place Farm

re-upholstered and repaired.
‘J'[éad’cm‘n {Roa« y Stqp[éﬁUTSt, fKent TM;’ ODT CuS;{;on inteyioﬂr Ye})[a;:"ement

service, antique restoration,
stockists for DIY enthusiasts,
extensive range of fabrics.

www.tﬁeoﬁa[a[sﬁmiture.co,uﬁ
Tel: 01580 890055

Feel like making new friends and
trying new activities?

Wellbeing in the Weald is here for you!

We organise and support groups that bring people in our
rural communities together socially.

To learn more about the activities we run, see our
website at www.wellbeingintheweald.co.uk where you
can also sign up to our newsletter.

TAKE NOTICE CONNECT GIVE BE ACTIVE KEEP LEARNING

Get in touch with us be email: hello@wellbeingintheweald.co.uk or phone
07961669575

Supported by i el
Lot i

Registered charity number: 1190083

www.wellbeingintheweald.co.uk




Reflections on a flag
Hanging out our ancient and somewhat threadbare Union Jack to celebrate the King’s Coronation
stirred up all sorts of memories and associations in my mind.

In The Netherlands, where | lived for well over 30 years, the national flag has an enormous
significance. AlImost every house owns one, and it is brought out to celebrate both national and
personal events. On the day of Winston Churchill’s funeral, all the flags were at half mast, as they
are every year on 4 May to commemorate all who died in the cause of freedom.The following
day it is hoisted to the top to celebrate the ‘Bevrijding’, the liberation of the Netherlands from
the Nazi occupation.When a child is born, the flag is accompanied by blue or pink ribbons as
appropriate.When students pass their final school exams, the flag, together with their school bag,
is raised to celebrate their success for all to see.

Our Union Jack was given to me by an elderly friend, Joy, when we moved to the UK. Although
Joy had lived all her life in Holland, her father was British, so she had British nationality. When
Holland was occupied, all British men were taken away to Germany and the women and children
interned just across the German border. Joy was very concerned that the children were receiving
no education. She somehow persuaded the kommandant to supply her with writing materials and
set about teaching them, and as well as the basic school subjects, she also taught them the value

of prayer.

After the war, this amazing lady was tasked with restarting the British primary school in the
The Hague and becoming its headteacher.Years later, many of her former pupils, now adults, still
spoke with love and admiration of her lasting influence on their lives. In her later years, which
is when | knew her, she was still an inspiration and a quiet example of Christian living to many,

including myself.

During the war years, it was forbidden to display or even to possess a Dutch or British flag. At
the Bevrijding, all the flags, including Joy’s Union Jack, were taken from their hiding places and
hung out in triumphant celebration. And so it is that our flag, steeped in history, has come to
symbolise for me dedication, service, faith and love, and precious memories of a gentle, modest
woman who embodied them all.
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Private Care Service HJm!»csr? Enﬂgy

Caring for people in their own homes
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Hemsted cars

piofeszional priy

Providing private hire and taxi service

Domesf‘c from Benenden.
. q are
Ol:lr Private Care Service offers £Cg 77 We offer a reliable, professional service
tailored packages of personal care =2 hour including airport and station transfers,

that can help people stay in their courier service and

own home for as long as possible, informative tours for visitors to the area
rather than going into a care home  for a free assessment across Kent and Sussex.

before it’s really needed. We assist S YELL G sl Gl

- Fully insured, licensed and DBS checked.
receive your brochure

thc?s.e Who n.e.ed helP due to . Call us on 01580 762244 Contact us to dis.cuss availability
fraility, disability or illness to live and tariffs on:
as independently as possible, with @ i 01580 242898 or 07707 242898
comfort & dignity, in their own home. : . .

Town & Country Homecare Limited or visit our website
www.townandcountryhomecare.co.uk 102a High street, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HT for further information

www.hemstedcars.co.uk
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Tallored to your life stage,
including pregnancy, postpartum
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Bulld strength
Boost bone health
increase mobility
Iimprove balance
Mamage weight
Reduce injury risk
Gain confidence
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Classic car show
Come along to the fete on Saturday 17 June to
show off your car and have a great time. Parking
will be at the top of The Green in front of the
church on a first come, first served basis and
cars will be patrolled throughout the afternoon.
The fete opens at midday, but | urge classic
car owners to arrive earlier to get parked up
before the crowds arrive. A small prize will be
presented to the car judged ‘best presented car
of the fete’ later in the afternoon. If you would
like to enter this competition then please email
me your name and registration number.
However, you can also enter on the day.
Richard Stubbings ricval@tiscali.co.uk

Benenden wine tasting

Our recent Burgundy evening will be a hard act
to follow, but we’ve come up with a cracker for
our next gathering on Friday 7 July.

We’re drafting in an aspiring French
sommelier, Antoine Costello, to present us with
‘Wine in Pairs’, a liquid demonstration of how
the same grape, grown, handled and vinified in
different ways, can produce wildly varying wines,
all of them top class.

If that sounds a bit ‘academic’, let’s just say
it’s another excuse to enjoy some very nice
glasses in agreeable company, with a drink on
arrival and the usual excellent food, all for the
bargain price of £25.Venue will be the café at
Benenden School, please arrive at 7pm for
7.30pm. Booking is via
pmartinthomas@hotmail.com.

Peter Thomas

School governor vacancies

The 1010 Federation, which currently
comprises Goudhurst and Benenden primary
schools, is looking for new governors to join
our governing board.We are an ambitious team
committed to achieving outstanding standards
for the local children we serve and to

FETE DONATION DEADLINE

THANK YOU for your generosity
so far.

NO more children’s items now.

LAST DATE for other items is
Sunday 11 June.

We can’t accept anything more
after that date.

Deposit items within the gazebo
at the Gibbon & Buckland Trust

building on the north side of The
Green. Please sort items into the
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designated zones.

Antoine Costello at Benenden School Café

Friday 7 July
/1or7.30pm

it 1y
Wine.inPairs. . "&.*

To include eight wines
from top producers
and delicious food

£25

expanding our federation so more local children
get the best educational start in life.

We are seeking applications from individuals
with a background in education or finance and
who share our passion for driving exceptional
outcomes for children.You’ll need to be able to
commit six-eight hours a month. Experience in
governance is desirable although not essential as
training is available.

For information about school governance, go
to www.nga.org.uk/Governance-Recruitment/
Be-a-school-governor-or-trustee.aspx.

If you are interested in applying, we'd love to
hear from you.

Caroline Stern
caroline.stem@1010federation.org 9



POGLE’S
GARDEN MAINTENANCE ,

we, bb !S 45 & 51 High Street
Tenterden

Mowing R S WY S ——
Strimming
Hedge Cuﬂing Wishaly' s werwmrgery Sdorwn iTerverchery Lirssd
and more Please call ;
Sl Sue and Andy HARDWARE and DIY
P 01580 241792 Speecialisrs in power, hand and garden moks, plum h.nl_ decorating sundries,
i 07887 997551 Lrwnmower ropairs - brand new showroom
KITCHENWARE
Cookoware specialize, garden furnicure and barbecses
K JONES ELECTRICAL Gifes with o difference, Free gift wrapping

Electrical and Solar Contractors

HOME and LINEN

Beanitibul bed lnen. towas, wable |-.|r||is|1i||3._"..
babyware deparcment amd qualiny toys

Accredited, qualified and trusted local
family business
for over 40 years

Free Estimates We puarantes you will not leave
01580 848118 Webb's empry handed!
kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com Tal 01580 PE21X  email: mal@webbsoltarterdancom  Websis: sy wobleofanerdon.com

The Bull at Benenden . At the heart of the village since 1603
AGreat Bnnsh CountryPubwthoodFood,Good Company &GreatBeeI’

Discover the Secret Garden Dnnk & Dme Alfresco.
01580 240 054 @bullbenenden TNI7 4DE

JACKSON-STOPS

o 4

LETTINGSAND SALESPROPERTY EXPERTS
Local Specialists with a Network of London & Regional Offices

FOR YOUR FREE MARKET APPRAISAL PLEASE CALL US

g | ettings: 01580 720400 Sales: 01580 720000

craabrazokéEack=on-stops.co.uk www jackson-stops.couk




ST GEORGE'S
SOCIAL CLUB

The club is for everyone in the village
or with links to the village.

It was established in 1880 by villagers
and Lord Cranbrook, for social and
recreational purposes, and has been
situated in its current location since the
building was completed in 1881

It is a friendly social club with full-size
snooker table, two dart boards and
regular saturday evening events.

ANNual subscriptions (January -
December) will be £10 and application
forms are behind the bar.

Look out for dates of events and an
open afternoon in the parish magazine. SATURDAY EVENING EVENTS INCLUDE

BINGO
CORNHOLE TOSSING
DART KNOCKOUTS
INDOOR GOLF
LADDER TOSS
QUOITS
SKITTLES




N 01580 242700

WEALD Residential Sales  Management and Lettings wealdproperty.net

. Weald Property has been successfully handling exceptional local
i & Property whilst supporting the villages of Benenden and
Er_ o| Rolvenden since 1985. Offering a complete, professional and

TE L B personal service in Residential Sales, Lettings and Property

i}f" | Management Agency, our successful and unique approach is not

i to be found on the High Street. Located at our inviting offices at
Windmill Farm, Benenden Road, Rolvenden, we offer cost
5| effective solutions for selling, letting and managing your Property.

LEADERS IN To benefit from our 30 years experience leading the way in Recently LET ROLVENDEN LAYNE £3,250 PCM
LOCAL PROPERTY Wealden Property, please call Alex Hill on 01580 242700 for
SINCE 1985 a complimentary market appraisal.

The Property i Z0o0opPIAcowk P 3 W 2 Windmill Oast, Windmill Farm,
ombudsman Sy pgveﬂv —— I'E,l oo Rolvenden, Kent TN17 4PF

- SUTTON VALENCE

- The‘h'e'art of Kent
education, where each
cares for all and
ndividuality is cherished

ST

Quality Mark awarded for English and Mathematics provision across the whole School |F2“  quaiity Mark

Little Lambs Nursery - available all year round )

Set in acres of glorious Kent countryside

/\ N .
Pupils aged 2 - 11 g. 0 K
- L“%
N/

Visit our website for more information — www.svs.org.uk

) Y
Call us on 01622 845800 it le lam s
Email our Admissions department at admissions@svs.org.uk NURSERY




Save our historic wells

Benenden Parish Council is fundraising to assist
with the cost of refurbishment of the structure
around the Iden Green well. Both the Benenden
well and the Iden Green well structures have
deteriorated to such an extent that the cost of
repair is huge.We will be holding various events
for this over the next few months. One of these
is a race night at The Bull at 7pm on 8 July.
Please save the date in your diary and look out
for more information in the July issue. Any
donations would be gratefully received. More
information:
www.benendenparishcouncil.org/content/benen
den-and-iden-green-wells-refurbishment-appeal
Graham Beveridge 240730

Church nature count

As part of our benefice’s commitment to
biodiversity and good stewardship of our
natural and cultural resources, we have decided
to take part in an initiative called ‘Churches
Count on Nature’, which runs every year in
June.This is a joint initiative by environmental
charities and churches, a week-long opportunity
to record and log our churchyards’ plants,
insects, birds and other wildlife, to create an
inventory of all the different forms of natural
life that are flourishing within their boundaries.
This year the counting takes place from
Saturday 3 June to Sunday || June.

We’re running a session of plant and insect
identification in each churchyard, and would
love for anyone who is interested to come and
help.We will meet on Monday 5 June in
Benenden and Tuesday 6 June in Sandhurst, both
sessions will run 2-4pm, but you are welcome
to come and take part for as long or as little as
you wish. Light refreshments will be provided.

At St Nicholas, Sandhurst there will be an
opportunity to try your hand at identification
and recording on Saturday 3 June, 2.30-5pm,
during our Teas in the Churchyard event.

Revd Yiva Blid-Mackenzie, Curate

Pilgrimage walk
Our first local pilgrimage at the end of April this
year was wonderful, | think everyone who took
part would agree.We wandered through the
orchards of Iden Green and through Strawberry
Wood, taking in the blossom and unfurling
spring greens.The afternoon was perfect; the
sun was out, the bluebells were at their very
best and the birds sang. Ve had a very good
turnout, with over 20 people coming to walk,
chat, reflect and enjoy God’s nature together.
Our next walk will be on Wednesday 7 June,
when we will start at 10.15am for 10.30am,
meeting outside the Mission Church in
Sandhurst.We will walk two and a half miles to
The Woodcock in Standen Street, where we will
have lunch, then walk back in the afternoon, a
different route but similar length. It’s possible to
join for just the morning or afternoon, we are
organising transport, and if you would like to
bring your own lunch instead, this is also fine.
We hope you can join us, Revd Ylva and Lyn
Hayes. For more information, please contact:
Revd Ylva 07766 711957 rev.ylva@gmail.com

Benenden Village Trust

The Benenden Village Trust annual general
meeting will take place this year on Monday 31
July at Memorial Hall, starting at 6pm.The trust
would be delighted to see as many members as
possible to hear about developments over the
last 12 months, ideas for the future, and to ask
questions of trustees.

The trust, established to promote recreation
in the parish of Benenden, owns and runs not
only the village hall but also St George’s Hall,
and the playgrounds and recreation fields in
both Benenden and Iden Green. Membership
is open to all residents of the parish and is free.
Details of becoming a member can be found
on the trust website: benendenvillagetrust.org.
Martin Dickson
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Benenden School

| always know the summer term is here when
in the evenings the girls are outside playing
tennis, listening to music or milling around

on the terrace lawn chatting. It is simply the
best time of the year when Benenden quite
literally blossoms.

During Easter | had the pleasure of visiting
our first overseas school in south China.
Benenden Bilingual School Guangzhou, as it
will formally be called, will begin its phased
opening in September.We have partnered
with respected Hong Kong-based education
company CTFEG to deliver this brand-new
school, which is a stunning development that
lives up to our aspirations.

Meanwhile, it was an equally busy Easter for
dozens of our students who were exploring
various parts of Europe on a variety of trips.
These included two trips to Spain - the Chapel
Choir tour and the Spanish language trip - in
addition to two CCF events, our showjumpers
competing in Felbridge and our debaters
travelling to Durham.

It has been lovely to welcome members
of the village community to school recently
to enjoy performances, both by our own
musicians and professionals appearing under
our Hemsted Park brand. These have included
the London Film Music Orchestra, Ronnie
Scott’s All Stars and comedy from The Chase’s
Paul Sinha.

Although the school took a weekend leave
over the Coronation weekend, we gathered
as a community on Friday 5 May for our own
Coronation service which, with very splendid
music, was fit for the King and Queen. | felt
proud on the day to see Benenden alumna,
HRH The Princess Royal, on horseback behind
the royal carriage - no car or carriage for her
as she confidently joined the cavalry.As a
family we enjoyed joining the Benenden picnic
on The Green on the Sunday, and thanks to all
involved with that memorable occasion.
Samantha Price, Headmistress

Music at Hemsted Park

There are two Hemsted Park events in the
Centenary Hall at Benenden School this month:
Stringfever at 7.30pm on 3 June and the BBC Big
Band at 7pm on 25 June. Stringfever are a quartet
of three brothers and a cousin who have toured
internationally playing a variety of music from
classics to popular hits. The internationally
acclaimed BBC Big Band are joined by multi
award-winning vocalist Claire Martin for an
evening of world-class music, inspired by the
great swing bands and legendary jazz vocalists
of the 20th century.

Tickets: www.hemstedpark.com/events

Primary School

Forest school has resumed in our summer site
much to the excitement of all the children.Year 3
had the fantastic opportunity to take partin a
session of bubble football, where they worked in
teams to play football while being inside a giant
inflatable bubble. If it was as much fun to take
part in as it was to watch them, the children had
an amazing time. There were lots of head over
heels, muddy bottoms and laughter. If you ever
get the chance to have a go then | highly
recommend it.

Huge congratulations to Alfie Hicks, Blake Day
and Harris McClintock for their recent West
Kent Football trials. They have all made it through
to the second round, where they will now train
for several weeks with Kent coaches until the
final selection is announced.This is a great
achievement as | know that hundreds of boys
and girls trial every year.

We marked the Coronation with a theme day
and it was a joy to see everyone dressed in red,
white and blue or as royalty. The day concluded
with an amazing street party. Events such as
these are very special and | know the children
will treasure them forever.Well done and thank
you to everyone who was involved.

Lindsay Roberts, Executive Headteacher
240565 office@benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk
www.benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk
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Local,
flexible,
rewarding job
opportunities

... forlocal,
flexible,
caring
people

SUPPORT WORKERS REQUIRED

to enrich lives of adults with learning
disabilities (Benenden & Cranbook)

For an informal chat and/or to request
an application pack, contact:

Nicky Pooley (Acting Operations Manager)
01580240118
adminteam@thegrange2016.co.uk

www.thegrangekent.co.uk

https://mrnoahs.org
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Your local Groundcare and Garden Machinery Specialist
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qaxing leaking taps to complete kitchens &6

Pipes & Nails

e Home « Garden o
Property Maintenance
Plumbing & Handyman Service

Local & Trusted
~ We’ll take care of your home ~
Fast, local emergency help.
No job too small.
No call-out charge.

Chris Leach 07919 143755
leachfamilly@gmail.com
www.pipesandnails.com

\ carpentry ~ paintwork repairs ~ fencing ~ patios ~ mowing ~ fr,

)

B
SUa8 ~ $400| 73 $100p ~ Sj00d SulWIMS ~

\2

S,
S/0d ulennd ~ Ul ~ 9IUBUSIUIEW '3 SUIUES|D JOIRIPES ~ SWOOIUN

THE

CARRIAGE

HAIR STUDIO

t: 01580 854774

e: info@the-carriage.co.uk
w: the-carriage.co.uk

The Street, Benenden, Kent, TN17 4DB

Bargain Carpets & Floors

Carpet and Vinyl supplied and fitted at reduced rates

Same choice as any shop but up to half the price

We can move your furniture for you and take away your old flooring

For free home sample viewing

and estimates please call Stuart or Lisa

01424 855882 / 07734 659834
bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk

www.bargainfloors.co.uk
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BENENDEN FETE

2023 PULL-OUT GUIDE

Cakes | Fun Dog Show | Bric-a-Brac | Tools-R-Us | BBQ | Hop Inn | Cream Teas | Coffee
Milkshakes & Ice Cream | Children’s Zone | Face Painting | Raffle | Books | Plants
Classic Cars | Pony Rides | Chic Boutique | Bouncy Castles | Tombola
Coconut Shy | Cow Pat Bingo | Live Music | Dancing
Strawberries & Cream | Jewellery
Church Tower Visits



BENENDEN FETE 2023

Bells ring out
12.00 Fete opens with children’s Royal Crown  2.15-2.30  Weald of Kent Morris (Arena)
competition followed by Bridgepoint ~ 2.30-4.00  Jane Whiteley plays the organ (Church)
String Orchestra 2.30-3.00 Ami Piper Dance School Show (Arena)
12.30-1.30 The Bull Open Mic musicians (stage) 3.15-4.00 Children's Royal Races (Arena)
Reg E. Mental magician (Arena) 3.15-3.30  Rhythm of Life Choir (Stage)
1.30 Fun Dog Show: Waggy Tail, Sits & Fun ~ 3.35 Cow Pat Bingo
Agility (Arena) 3.45 Regal Dog winner announced
2.00-2.30 Rhythm of Life Choir (Church) 3.50 Raffle winners announced

4.00 Close
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BENENDEN VILLAGE FETE

Wonderful Stalls
Discover fabulous finds and bargains on
our stalls including books in the Memorial
Hall; pre-loved clothes and jewellery in Chic
Boutique; children’s toys, games, books &
clothes; tools and machinery at Tools-R-Us;
plants galore; a treasure trove of Bric-a-Brac
items and vintage textiles.

Scrumptious Food & Drink
Buy scrumptious cakes and jams; sit down to
cream tea in the Church; savour Flying Fox
fresh coffee; treat yourself to strawberries
and cream and Northiam Dairy Moovers &
Shakers milkshakes and ice cream; pick up
popcorn; snap up burgers and sausages from
the BBQ and wash them all down with real
ale, cider, wine and fizz from the Hop Inn.

Recyclable cups
Pay £1 deposit for the cup when you buy your
Hop Inn drink. Retumn your cup to getyour £1
back. It's that simple. Enjoy - Return - Reuse.

Children’s Zone
Head for the children’s area for lots of fun and
games organised by the PTFA with a huge se-
lection of toys, costumes, clothes, books and
games to tempt all ages and get your face
painted by the creative Pre-School mums.
Plus, who can resist a bouncy castle/assault
course, Tombola, Soggy Sponges, showing
off your skills at the Coconut Shy, Limbo and
Splat the Rat. Then head to the top of The
Green to enjoy a pony ride run by Hemsted
Forest Equestrian Centre.

Classic Cars
Atthe top of The Green take a walk around a display
of classic cars lovingly cared for by local owners.

In aid of St George's Church

“A traditional treat for
the whole family”

ARENA FUN & GAMES

12.00
ROYAL CROWN PROCESSION:
Calling children under 12 to make, decorate and
bring a fabulous crown to wearin our opening
procession. Prizes awarded for the three best crowns.
Get creating and gather at the church entrance
promptly just before midday.

12.15
Bridgepoint String Orchestra:
Led by Tom Elliott.

12.30
REG.E.MENTAL MAGICIAN:

Hilarious magic and comedy for children.

1.30

FUN DOG SHOW:
Bring along your talented pooch to take part in
Waggiest Tail, Most Doggie Sits & Fun Agility.

2.15
WEALD OF KENT MORRIS:
Make sure to have your Hop Inn drinkin hand while
you enjoy this truly English dance performance.

2.30
AMI PIPER DANCERS:
Enjoy a lovely display by Ami's talented students.

3.15
ROYAL RACES:
Galling all children (aged 5-12)who fancy their chances
inthe Spud & Spoon Race, Sack Race and Three-legged
Race.Tum up to enter. Medals are up for grabs.

Cow Pat Bingo & Morris Minor Balloons
Astarattraction and nail biting! Buy a grid square
and hope our very special Northiam Dairy cow
chooses it to deliver a cow pat to win you a night
fortwo atThe George in Rye.Then try and guess
how many balloons have been packed into the
Morris Minor - not as easy as you think.

A HUGE THANKYOU TO: Our sponsors and all those who
have donated items, prizes and their time to make our fete such a wonderful event.

Plus special thanks to: Sein Holden, Kent County Councillor for Benenden, for his support of the fete.

Benenden Hospital for making our fete logistics a lot easier. Kent County Council and Andrew White.
Thankyou to Louise, Jane & Peter for First Aid support. We just couldn’t do it without you all!

In the Church

Climb up the St George's Church tower to
appreciate the stunning views over the village
and surrounding countryside. This is a not-to-
be-missed experience. Afterwards relax with a
delicious cream tea and take a moment to speak
with Hemsted Park about all the fantastic events
taking place at Benenden School.

Music, Music, Music
Our bells will ring out to start the fete followed by
the children’s crown procession led by Andrew
Graham playing the bagpipes - a royal favourite!
The music stage welcomes the talented musicians
fromThe Bull's Open Mic Club and the joyful
Rhythm of Life Choir. The choir will also sing in
the Church after which Jane Whiteley will play the
beautiful organ. The perfect background while
enjoying cream teas in our wonderful Church.

Fabulous Raffle Prizes
Don't forget to snap up a raffle ticket with
a chance to win great prizes, including an
amazing flight from Headcorn donated by
Paul Tolhurst. Buy them in advance at the vil-
lage shop Benenden’s and The Bull or on the
day at the Raffle stall. Other prizes donated
by: Tesco, Pashley Manor Gardens, Chimera
Climbing, PWard & Sons, The Bull, Helen
Jewsbury, Hannah's Garden, Kino, Benenden
Players, Carriage Hair Studio, Benenden
Bonfire, Biddenden Cider, Anna Caddick, Ami
Piper School of Dance, Banjara, Candlewise,
Palmstead Nureries, Hemsted Park, The Vine
Inn Tenterden & Weald Smokery.

Parking & Toilets
Please don't park on the road. Lots of parking
and portaloos are available on the field by
the village hall and disabled parking is at the
bottom of The Green.

I'i Benenden Village Fete

Hﬁj @benenden_fete_2023



LOCAL BUSINESSES
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for everyone
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A WARM WELCOME
AWAITS YOU IN OUR
COMMUNITY SHOP

Local wines, beers & ciders, Artisan bread,
Fresh local-grown flowers, cafe for cream teas & more

Benenden’s Community Shop - Café - Post Office

HOMEN
) L |

HALF PRICE OFFER
On Fete Day come and enjoy our green space, with half price
entry to those with this guide.*

HOLE PARK GARDENS
Open daily until the end of June, then every Wednesday and

Thursdays until the end of October. Plus Sundays in October.

*This offer may not be combined with any other offer. One half price entry per guide.
Covers all those in the party. Your copy will be clipped when presented.

YWIIXEI3Y ) Your local friendly
ool leldh3 ready mix experts

Wealden Concrete are a family run business delivering ready mix
concrete throughout the Weald of Kent and East Sussex

01580 714747

sales@wealdenconcrete.co.uk

www.wealdenconcrete.co.uk

WORKSHOP

The Bull at Benenden. st. 1608. Wekome al!

A Great British Pub at the heart of the village.
Good Food, Real Ale, Music, Events & Good Company!
01580 240054 thebullatbenenden.co.uk EIEED
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Benenden Pre-School

Our Coronation activities at pre-school of
course had to include making crowns, the
central feature of the ceremony itself. The
children cut out their crowns carefully with
great concentration, practising superb scissor
control.They enjoyed choosing from a range
of materials, including fluffy feathers, colourful
matchsticks and shiny sweet wrappers, with
which to decorate their crowns. Maths skills
came into the equation, too, as they helped
work out where to staple the crown to ensure
it sat snugly on their heads.

The children also made Coronation
cupcakes and, in the spirit of the weekend,
parents kindly continue to help out at pre-
school. A mum who is a vet brought in special
bandages, showing the children how to attend
to their poorly toy animals and helping them
practise using syringes to administer food
colouring injections. Two other mums are
helping us plant flowers and vegetables for
the summer as well as giving the garden a
tidy. We look forward to the return visit of
a musical grandmother with her guitar and
her story books.We are blessed.

We are looking for face painting volunteers
for our stall at the village fete on 17 June.

If any arty people have an hour to spare please
let us know on 241137.

Lucy Oakley, Supervisor
supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk

Benenden Cricket Club

Our home fixtures for June on The Green are:
Saturday 3 June v Richard Gairdner’s XI
at 1.30pm
Saturday 10 June v Hastings and Bexhill
Barbarians at [.30pm

Benenden Cricket Club
Invite New Members

Traditional Village Green Cricket
Nets season underway ¢ All standards welcome

Contact Peter Newman
07810 658981

Benenden Cricket Club

April usually brings the welcome sounds of
leather on willow drifting from The Green,
with 22 guys ambling round the Benenden
cricket pitch dressed in whites, seemingly
standing still until intermittently bursting into
frenzied action, followed by gentle applause
from the audience, seated on benches around
The Green with a beer in hand.

The 2023 season, though, has begun with
a torrent of rain, which caused our pitch to
be so sodden with water that it was soft to
the point of not being able to play on it
without causing damage. So instead of games
commencing in earnest in late April, our first
official home game was on Saturday 20 May,
for which we were victorious, so we are so far
unbeaten this season!

Some of our regular players (including your
correspondent) are injured for much of this
season, so we are looking to attract new
players. Don’t worry if you haven’t played
much recently, as we never forget that
everyone came to where they are today, from
where they were yesterday! | myself started
playing aged 40 after a gap of 29 years and still
enjoy playing.

If you are interested in learning more, then
contact Peter on pcsinewman@yahoo.co.uk,
or else we'll see you at The Green with a beer
in hand.

Barry Bassett 17



Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician?
New Fuse Boards - Smoke Detectors - Rewires - Extra Sockets
Fault finding - LED Lighting - New Builds & Extensions
GARDEN POWER & LIGHTING

Fully insured qualified electrician. 6 year Guarantee

| assure you of a quick response

Call Nick now 01580 279907
ETEE = 1 H

email: nick@njhelectrical.co.uk
DOMESTIC ¢ @l

www.njhelectricalservices.co.uk

SHOP POST OFFICE CAFE

.At’s the word on The Street!

Benenden
Village Hall

“Let your imagination run
wild — the hall can be anything
you want’!

Call John Betts on
07419 989830 for details

www.benendenvillagehall.org

E
An excellent range of-groceries, bread:s, vegei‘alo|es, beers and wines, ?d PM
snacks.

We oﬁcer a Frlenc”y Welcome to G” our customers as we|| as delnaous d

Shop and Post Office opening hours: 7 30am S5pm Monday to Sd’rurdoy il

9am-lpm on Sunddy -

Café opening hpurs”ﬂ'fo’gn-::‘golgm Mona‘c:y to Friday and 8.30am-3pmon Saturday
for inhouse ond +al(eaqq-a_r|n1<s, het'and cold snacks and mouthwatering cakes.

mfo@t;;f nder!!l!k

v, /;eh‘b?sso 279808

R.M Sports Therapy

Get your aches & pains eased
by a professional, fully insured
Graduate Sports Therapist
in Benenden.

Injury assessment, massage,

stretching, cupping, taping
& exercise rehabilitation.

Reduce pain,
improve your flexibility,
f strength & posture ﬂ
with Rebecca Manford
(BSc Hons MSST) 07923 965601

Erd pt on

Facebook

Everything Outside

Complete Garden & Fencing Solutions

Fencing * Mowing ¢ Hedge Trimming © Turfing
Clearance * Landscaping ® Gardening ¢ Digger Work
Concreting © Tree Surgery® Pressure Washing
Patios ® Decking ® Pergolas ¢ Driveways

01580 766 232 (07795 465 861

www.everythingoutside.co.uk



Merry and Bright

We would like to start by giving Lesley Higham
and Peter Ellis a big thank you for giving us

a very interesting demonstration of a
defibrillator and basic resuscitation first aid.
Our numbers are slowly growing and we were
pleased to welcome a couple more members
last month.We will be visiting Charlotte
Molesworth’s beautiful garden for our cream
tea garden party on 27 June.We hope the
weather is kind to us. Everyone is welcome.
Laraine Penny 241763

Julia Collard julia.collard@btinternet.com

Parent, Teacher and Friends
Association

With thanks to the parents who have
supported our recent events, the PTFA used
some of its funds to put on a fabulous royal
street party to celebrate the King’s
Coronation. It was a magical affair, with
entertainment from Ben’s Magic Emporium,
a delicious royal cupcake handmade for each
child by our amazing parent Helen, and a
commemorative bookmark that each child
got to take home. It will be a school day the
children will remember.

The PTFA are now in full swing preparing
for the upcoming village fete and will be on
The Green with children’s stalls, toys, games,
tombola, popcorn and more. Please stop by
and visit us.

We are also seeking volunteers to help
run our stalls, so all parents, family members
and friends of the school please help out if
you can.The profits from the fete will ensure
the first phase of the wellbeing garden
can commence as planned this summer
holiday. Information about
the project or to support and
donate can be found here -
https://gofund.me/ae775del
Rachel Tinker, Benenden CEP, PTFA Chair
www.benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk/PTFA/

Village lunch

Anyone and everyone is welcome to join the
village lunch, held in the village hall at 12.30pm
on Tuesday 20 June.There is always a main
course, a pud and coffee or tea, for £5 per
person. If you would like to come, please let
me know by Thursday |5 June.

There will be no village lunch in July but we
will be back on Tuesday |5 August and really
look forward to seeing everyone then.
Genevieve Greenwood 240526

Iden Green and Benenden WI
We are sad to inform everyone that our friend
and long-standing member, Peggy Chapman,
passed away peacefully, recently. Peggy was the
vice-president and backbone of our group for
a long time and joined in as many activities as
possible. She especially enjoyed singing, as her
mother, whom Peggy insisted founded our
group, was a piano teacher in Iden Green.

She will be missed.

We held a successful AGM on |6 May when
Shirley was elected as our president.Again,
the plant and produce stall proved a popular
adjunct to the proceedings.

Our visit to the Red Lion at Brede was
enjoyed by everyone and the food was
excellent as usual. At our social afternoon
on Friday 2 June at 2pm in the Memorial Hall,
we will be pleased to welcome Emma
Swietochowski, who is coming to advise us
on the best way to avoid fraud and scams.
Visitors are welcome.

Then on 20 June at 5pm, we shall hold our
annual garden party at a special member’s
gorgeous garden.This is always a well attended,
happy event, even when it’s raining.

Jackie Liffen 752232 WI@daisystar.co.uk
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Benenden Bells

As expected, our ringers ‘did their bit’ for the
Coronation, with general ringing before the
abbey service and a quarter-peal later as their
Majesties appeared on the Palace balcony. This
was rung on the historic eight bells that have
rung for Coronations since that of George |l
in 1727 and was the first on these eight bells
by an entirely local band, in living memory.We
also rang the next day to open the picnic on
The Green.

The following weekend saw us touring
round various East Sussex towers on Saturday
and marking Bell Sunday on 14 May, when the
tower was open after the morning service.We
welcomed a number of interested guests to
view the bells and try their hand at ringing
one; and hope that some will decide to join us
in the band - we certainly need you!

No doubt many will have noticed that the
historic church clock is no longer working.
This is the inevitable result of over 200 years
of good service since its installation in 1819.
Several of the bearings have worn out and the
consequent friction is enough to stop the
mechanism.We are awaiting a full report from
the clockmaker, but it seems very likely that
the recommendation will be for a complete
off-site restoration and refurbishment,
inevitably costing some thousands of pounds,
complete dismantling and removal of the clock
works, replacement of worn bearings, testing
and re-assembly in the tower. This clock is a
fine example of its period and as a piece of
historic machinery in our care, we cannot just
leave it to stationary decay.

Such a restoration should be good for at
least a couple more centuries of service. It has
been upgraded to the extent of automatic
winding (in 1970) and more recently with an
electronic time signal regulator, neither of
which has altered the clock itself, which
remains as built in 1819.

Rod Lebon

20

Talking Shop

We have reached the midway mark in the year
and it’s time for our annual general meeting.
All members are invited to this on Friday 30
June at 7pm in the village hall. We are planning
a volunteers’ evening afterwards to include a
tasting of the new wines we will be stocking in
the shop.To all our hard-working volunteers
we extend a very warm welcome; please do
come and enjoy a bit of jollity together.You
have certainly earned it!

Due to changes in the wines we stock, we are
selling off many of our more expensive wines in a
‘bin end’ sale, where you’ll find amazing bargains.
With our new offerings, we don’t make a huge
mark up, so don’t expect supermarket prices for
top quality wines, but they are very competitive.

Very importantly, we have a plea to anyone
with bookkeeping skills to help us. Mo Manning
has done a terrific job of managing the task of
doing this job in conjunction with Nikki, our paid
bookkeeper, but Mo would like to take a well-
earned break and we are looking for a new
committee member who might be able to do it.
The treasurer’s input is to check the accounts
monthly, comparing them with previous months
and flagging up any discrepancy.This is presented
to the committee at quarterly meetings, along
with P&L accounts, and a report on the current
financial situation.

In Mo’s words:“The job is not onerous, as
most of the work is done by Mel and Nikki and
Nikki is now well versed in the system. Most
months it takes about two hours to check the
accounts and update the projected cash flow,
with an additional hour preparing reports for
quarterly management meetings. End of year,

31 March, is probably another two hours.”

If you think you can help, please let us know.
You will be doing a valuable service for the
community.

Finally, we realise that the parking situation
outside the shop can get busy but we ask you
to respect our neighbours. Please do not park
across anyone’s driveway.

Bev Beveridge info@benendens.co.uk
www.benendens.co.uk



Benenden Hospital

It’s National Growing for Wellbeing Week this
month (5-11 June), an initiative organised by
Life at No 27, a leading horticultural therapy
and mental health counselling provider.The
initiative is endorsed by Papyrus, a suicide
prevention charity dear to the hearts of staff on
our Bensan Ward, so | wanted to acknowledge
both this and our new gardening team.

Since one of our grounds people retired
earlier this year, he’s been greatly missed, but
I’m happy to now say our grounds team are a
trio again. Thank you to Mick Winner, Alan Fagg
and Tom Newbury for maintaining our grounds
and sensory garden, Edna’s Retreat. This is a
place that brings joy to staff and visitors who'd
like a place to sit and reflect. Research shows
gardens and gardening can help people through
periods of difficulty, restoring balance when it
feels like life is veering out of control.

I’'m proud to say that we offer staff the
opportunity to apply for the Lord Plant Travel
Fellowship, with £3,000 for the successful staff
member to travel anywhere globally, learn
about healthcare-related ideas or fundraise
for numerous causes. Kate Minett, one of
our excellent staff nurses, was awarded the
fellowship last October to support a year of
events raising funds and awareness for Papyrus.
Four events have raised £3,367 of the £5,000
target. On 21 July, a team of brave souls will
take part in a sponsored tandem skydive from
Headcorn Aerodrome.Their final event will be a
charity dinner dance at the London Beach
Hotel in Tenterden on 9 September.

I’'m so inspired by the dedication Kate
and the ward team have shown towards this
important cause and | wish them the best
of luck meeting their target. If you'd like
to sponsor any of these events, visit
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/bensan-ward; to
purchase tickets for the dinner dance (£40pp),
please contact kate.minett@benenden.org.uk
Jane Abbott, Hospital Director and Chief Nurse

Topical health

The growing season is now well underway and

we are starting to see patients with

musculoskeletal issues caused by gardening.

The problem with gardening is that we tend to

get stuck in to one job which we can do for

hours until it’s done: bending weeding, pruning,
digging etc.
We advise people to:

e Vary their jobs - mix it up with half an hour
on each job, rotating through all the things
that need doing, but not staying solely on
one job.

e Take regular breaks for a walk around, drink
etc.

e Use a kneeling pad.

e Invest in power-assisted secateurs if your
hands struggle with pruning.

e Use a wheelbarrow rather than carrying
things long distances.

e Keep tools sharp so you need less effort.

e When you lift, bend your knees, lightly pull
in your tummy towards your spine and
don’t twist your back.

e Listen to your body. If it’s saying you've
done enough, then you have.

e Do some gentle stretches if you've been at
it for a few hours.You would if you went to
the gym.

e If anywhere hurts, put an ice pack wrapped
in a tea towel on it for ten minutes and
repeat several times.

e If you feel achy, have a soak in a warm bath
with a cup of Epsom salts dissolved in it.

e Call a professional if you are worried you've
hurt yourself or it’s not easing.

Sophie Bendall 388542

www.cranbrookosteopaths.co.uk
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your area,

because it's our
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cranbrook@savills.com

Connect with us

savills

CRANBROOK

Holly’s Funerals APPLE PlE FARM
Modern, Beautiful and
Bespoke Funeral Choices STO RAG E
Everything we do comes from a ShDrt EH"ld Iﬂng term StDragE

place of love and understanding requi rements solved!
We provide a highly flexible and

personal service to help you
create exactly the right funeral
for you and your family

Please call for a friendly, informal
chat or to make an appointment

01580 389184
www.hollysfunerals.co.uk
Hartley Dyke, Cranbrook

If you are
thinking

of selling or
letting your
property...

Call the
experts!

Storing furniture 7 Re-decorating 7 Uncluttering ? Renting your hause
aut 7 Ideal far staring garden machinery, sports equipment etc.

Talk o us'about our storage, delivery and collacton of pour accounting data

Speak to us on 01580 388754 or visit our
website: www.apfcontainerstorage.co.uk

LIMET 14 APPLE PIE FARSA, CHAMBROCRG BOAL, BEMEMDEN, TRL 28U
Teleghona: 1580 ZERTSA « Mckile 07515 49688

Sarah Holgate  (Ashford)

01233 506260

Simon Godfrey (Tenterden)

01580 766766

www.hobbsparker.co.uk




The Coronation Big Lunch

It was a pleasure to see the village join together
to celebrate the Coronation.The weather was
fabulous, the church bells set the scene and
Benenden Jazz created the perfect ambience.
Huge thanks for the generous donations for teas
which raised £246, to be split equally between
the Prince’s Trust and Friends of St George’s.

Jo Clube and Caroline Gardner

Planning Matters

For full details of the Parish Council’s

comment please see minutes of meetings.

e 23/00865/FULL Finns Barn, Standen Street.
Erection of detached oak framed garage
(amendment to scheme approved under
22/01852/FULL) to add an additional bay.

e 23/00875/FULL Bramleys, Apple Pie Farm.
Erection of single storey rear orangery
extension, Addition of side dormer,
Replacement dormer to rear, Replacement
of all existing cladding to black composite
cladding.

e 23/00781/FULL Benton Hoppers, Dingleden.
Conversion and renovation of semi-derelict
building to holiday accommodation.

e 23/00929/FULL Hoads Brook, Goddards
Green Road. Change of use of detached annex
to form a separate residential dwelling with
amenity garden, existing parking and access,
and existing home office/studio; Erection of
a new boundary fence with hedge.

e 23/00924/FULL and 23/01104/LBC Old Eaton
Oast, Goddards Green Road.Variation of
Condition 2 of 22/03244/FULL - Amend
approved drawings for changes to
fenestration, doors and roof materials.

Following Esquire Developments’ presentation of
its proposal for the development at Benenden
Hospital South East Quadrant and North East
Quadrant, Benenden Parish Council responded
with a statement that can be read on the parish
council website.

More planning matters at:
benendenparishcouncil.org

In
support
of

Music from Tea to Bubbly
8 July | 3-6pm
at Benenden School

The Queen’s Regiment Association Corps of Drums
Cranbrook Town Band
Old School Samba Band
A luxurious afternoon tea, canapés & bubbly

Dress: Informal
Purchase tickets by the end of June. Details below.
Questions | 388402 | cfgparkinson@gmail.com

r 1 LR =

ABF fundraising event
An event at Benenden School on 8 July is planned
to raise funds for ABF The Soldiers’ Charity.
A splendid afternoon tea will be served along
with canapés and bubbly while you enjoy music
provided by The Queen’s Regiment Association
Corps of Drums, Cranbrook Town Band and the
Old School Samba Band, visit the archery stand,
browse the ABF shop and enter the raffle.
Tickets are available from Martin Mortimer
(email martinmortimer@hotmail.co.uk) and cost
£32 (adults) and £12 (under 14). Bank transfer
and cheque payments accepted; please contact
Martin for details. Pre-booking by the end of June
is essential for catering purposes.Tickets may be
available on the door depending on advance sales.
Chris Parkinson 388402
cfgparkinson@gmail.com

Garden Party recital

A special Garden Party Recital in aid of the
Hospice in the Weald will take place at 3pm

on Saturday 29 July in Sandhurst. Pianist Daniel
Grimwood and cellist Adrian Bradbury will
present a super programme including music

by Alexander Glazunoyv, Felix Blumenfeld, Cyril
Scott, Roger Quilter and Adolf von Henselt.
Tickets will be available at the end of May.
Gillian Davis 850384 23



BORIER IESIGN & AIVICE
SUPELY OF OWN GROWN
TREES - SHRURS

Benenden, Cranbrook, Kent T sJU
CHLFBO) 2909%

The Laureis Turwery,

WE ARE PLEASED TO GFFER

Call
07747 464828
or Email

pilateswise@
mail.com

PILATES CLASSES
for all abilities

Pilates classes in Benenden
Village Hall on Monday at 8.30pm

e

10 sessions you will feel the difference,

in 20 you will see the difference,
and in 30 you will have a whole new body.5 5
Joseph Pilates

A\
Pilates\Vise

www.pilateswise.co.uk

P.F. WARD
& SONS

FAMILY BUTCHERS
FRESH LOCAL
PRODUCE

VARIETY of HOME
MADE SAUSAGES
& BURGERS

O ©

Phone: 01580 240612

8 ardenscape

Topsoils | Composts | Barks
Decorative Stone | Aggregates
Small Bags, Bulk Bags
or Loose Loads
Delivered throughout the South East

Freephone 0800 854663

www.gardenscapedirect.co.uk

sales@gardenscapedirect.co.uk

The Wharf, Rye Road, Newenden, TN18 5QG

regeried e obed
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ompany

Caring for you at home

Well established, family run
business, providing care for people

service allows you to live at home

with independence and dignity.

Call Karen Irving at our Tenterden office

to arrange a no obligation visit.
01580 762202

www.carecompany.care

living in the Weald of Kent. Our tailored

GREENACRE
LANDSCAPES

Iy

18
Specialists in private garden
design & construction

Creating beautiful gardens since 1963

Patios - Brickwork
Decking - Stonework
Ponds - Water features
Planting schemes - Groundworks
Detailed plans - Portfolio available
Free Consultation

07595 024330
01892 722412

www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk
Furnace Lane Nursery, Furnace Lane,
Brenchley, Kent TN12 7BX




John Betts: new manager
of the village hall

Benenden village hall has a new manager. He
is John Betts, a retired Kent Police Inspector,
who took over the running of the building at
the start of May.

John replaces Holly Clayson, manager for the
past three and a half years, who has stepped
down to spend more time with her family.
Benenden Village Trust, which owns the hall,
thanks Holly for her work to keep the hall
functioning through some difficult years,

when Covid so badly disrupted lives and
social gatherings.

John was born and brought up in Cranbrook,
where he still lives. He knows Benenden well,
and often attends events in the village. After
retiring from the police, he worked in the village
on a four-month temporary contract for West
Kent Housing Association, supporting tenants
at Harmsworth Court. His wife, Miranda, helps
at the village fete and previously worked at the
primary school and Benenden Hospital.

John retired from the police last September
after 30 years’ service, but wanted to continue
working and this part-time job will give him
more time to pursue other interests. He is a
keen runner and enjoys cycling and playing the

trumpet in the Cranbrook Symphony Orchestra.

He will be performing with the orchestra in

boost use of the hall and bring in more revenues

their summer charity concert at
Benenden School on Sunday 9 July.

“l also wanted to work locally”,
he says, “where | can feel part of
the community”.

John was attracted to the hall
manager role because, “| felt my
background, experience and skills
were a good fit. I'm good at systems
and processes, I'm organised and
pro-active.”

The job involves overseeing the
smooth running of the hall, taking
bookings, engaging with hirers,
maintaining the building and making
it even more central to village life
than it is now.

The BVT trustees are keen to

to narrow the substantial annual deficit on its
operations that BVT has to subsidise.
To encourage better interaction with
users, John will be more of a presence at
the hall, operating from its community office
from 9.30-12.30pm most weekday mornings.
He has inherited the hall manager’s phone
number (07419 989830) and email address
(enquiries@benendenvillagehall.org) from Holly.
John’s early career was as a computer
programmer and IT developer, working in the
private sector. He joined the police in 1993 and
rose from constable to inspector, responsible
for managing and developing staff, training,
complaints investigations, resource management,
incident management and maintaining standards.
He spent his career alternating between
operational and strategic police roles at local
and national levels. He was part of the Kent
Police planning team for the 2012 London
Olympics, mobilising the Kent Police
contribution to policing the event,and led a
public order unit in the capital during the games.
“One of the attractions of policing is that
you never know what you are going to be
doing from one minute to the next,” he adds.
Life at Benenden village hall may be a little less
dramatic but will hopefully offer other rewards.
Martin Dickson, BVT 25



Life and work in
the world of the
digital nomad

Charlie Beveridge grew up in
Benenden but is currently
living in Bali and working
globally online. Here she
writes about her leaving the
village for her paradise island.
I’'m (very smugly) writing this
from a sunbed next to my
pool, and once I've written it,
I’'m looking forward to jumping on my moped to
go scuba diving with some friends! At the age of
32 | run my own consulting and software business
from the tropical island of Bali in Indonesia. | love
this life. My friends here all run their own
businesses remotely too - mostly in the software
space, but also in journalism, dance teacher
management, experience planning/management,
actor agency and digital marketing.

| feel very at home here, but | didn’t always
live in sunny paradise. | grew up in Benenden,
went to school locally and Durham University
before spending ten years working in
management consulting in London. | have lots
of fond memories of the village: beautiful walks,
lots of cosy pub evenings, tennis tournaments
and even playing the drums in the panto. | would
never have known then that life could look like
this now.

It was the extended pandemic lockdowns that
triggered the decision to become a digital nomad.
| moved out of London and trialed a few places in
the UK. But despite a very warm first summer,
the weather wasn’t brilliant.

| always had an itch that | would run my own
business one day. | don’t love being told what to
do, so the idea of working for someone else for
the rest of my life has never really appealed. |
knew | needed to have enough experience first,
though, so that | could be credible on my own.
Consulting was a great place to learn a lot and
fast, so | joined a large firm.

I'd had a run of crazy-hour projects by the
middle of lockdown and | hit a real low point. It

26

pushed me to explore ideas for my
own business. So, one drizzly evening
after a post-work walk, drinking wine
in a cosy Reigate pub, | realised that |
could leave the big consultancy and
start my own company helping exciting
startups sell
better into
enterprise
accounts. |
could help them
position their
pitch better
because | knew how

enterprise worked.The
next day | called one of the management team
at one of the software startups I'd been working
with and asked if they’d hire me on a contract
basis if | made this leap. They did!

| was suddenly free to set my
own boundaries - choosing when
and where | worked, how much
| worked and who | worked with.
That was (and still is) an amazingly
liberating feeling. With that
freedom | upped sticks and chose
to work from Bali for a bit, then
Lisbon for a bit, Scotland for a bit

and Surrey for a bit. It was all super fun, although
exhausting at times with all the travel admin
and a run of awful Airbnb landlords. Ultimately,
| decided that staying somewhere longer term
would be healthier and more productive. Bali
was the only place that had stolen my heart.
It was the place | knew | felt the most inspired
in, both professionally and personally. So many
entrepreneurs with a zest for life. So many loving
and kind people. So much endless possibility and
optimism. So back to Bali for a year this time.
There are also some serious considerations
when you choose a location like Bali. And I'm
not talking about the earthquakes and volcanic
eruptions - because I've experienced both now,
and they’re hugely overhyped by the media. If
you’re in my line of work, you realise that the
closer to west coast US your clients are, the
more you can charge and the more awesome




startups there are to target. Basing yourself on
the other side of the world whilst targeting
west coast clients can create geographical and
time zone issues. | don’t have many meetings,
but when | do they are usually during the night
or very early morning. That’s a compromise |
choose to make.

Bali is also a long way from home. | miss my
family and friends very much and there are events
that | miss. | miss meeting my friends’ new kids
and dogs before they grow up. I’'m not there for
Christmas or for my parents’ Benenden Players’
performances. I've missed
friends’ weddings, birthdays,
sad days and celebration days.
But for keeping in touch more
generally, Facetime, WhatsApp
and Instagram help a great deal.
And having happy and excited
visitors even more so. | can

make this choice to live here
because | know that the people
| love the most in this world will always be the
people | love most in this world, no matter
where in the world we all are.
I’'ve made sacrifices for this lifestyle and will
continue to do so because | love it here. But it
still isn’t scratching every itch!

My passion is still tech and not consulting and
I’'m learning to code so that | can build my own
software that automates my consulting service.
Ultimately my clients will be able to click a
button in an application and get the presentations
and documents that | currently create manually.
That would mean that the link between my time
and the money | earn is finally entirely severed.
That’s a powerful thing for digital nomads. Having
real freedom involves being able to choose when
and where you work, no matter what. If your
direct source of income is dependent on meeting
with other people at times that suit them, you
are never truly free (beware of any job offer
which tells you that you can work remotely as
much as you want).

When | no longer have to do any work, will |
live full time on the beach? Probably not. I’'m the
kind of person who always needs stimulation. So
even when my business is nicely mature, | know
I’ll be onto the next thing.What that might be |
have no idea.Watch this space.

If you have any questions, want to learn more,
or are just keen to follow my journey, you can
always find me at linkedin.com/in/charliebeveridge
on LinkedIn and on Instagram
@charlie_beveridge. I'd be
happy to hear from you.




‘Strongholds of Satan’

that brought Kent into disrepute

Peter Thomas on a book that unearths the colourful history of local racecourses

It’s a long time since anybody went horse
racing in Kent. Just over ten years, in fact,
since Folkestone closed down ‘temporarily’
in December 2012, never to open again.Wye
had suffered the same fate in 1975, and we
now live in one of those impoverished British
counties with no racecourse at all, barring a
smattering of point-to-point tracks.

To some people, this matters not at all,
while an extreme few may still share the historic
view unearthed by author William Morgan that
racecourses are “Strongholds of Satan” and
should be avoided at all costs.

Luckily, enough people dispute this view
that racing remains the country’s second most
popular spectator sport, but there was a time,
as Morgan recalls, when it was rather more
than that: a “potent combination of national
sport, fair, local holiday and opportunity to
gamble”, which outraged our religious leaders
and kept Parliament on its toes trying to
“restrain all the shenanigans”.

If you imagined this corner of the ‘Garden
of England’ was spared these satanic excesses,
though, you’d be wrong. In fact, you would have
had to travel no further than Tenterden to join
the ungodly sporting throng, at a course that
staged its first fixture in July 1813.

To be more specific, the action took place at
Reading Street, three miles south of town, near
the garden centre (which obviously didn’t exist at
the time), and by all accounts it was rather more
civilised than some, with Kent’s Weekly Dispatch
reporting that by 1817:“Tenterden races had to
boast of a numerous and fashionable company,
on each day, and the sports were very good.”
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The Sporting Magazine spoke of coaches and

chaises in abundance, the beauty of the town
“immured in waggons ... the ordinaries, the ball
and the theatre were crowded”. In fact, by 1826,
the Maidstone Journal declared that the ball
was “admirably attended, and the great room
at the Woolpack, so suitable for such purposes,
filled beyond all expectation”. The race crowds
enjoyed a lovely hot day and “we heard of no
accidents, nor of anything unpleasant occurring”.
Not so in Tunbridge Wells, sad to report - a
town still known for its unholy tendencies. As
far back as 1738, races were run at “Tunbridge-
Wells-Common, near the said Wells”, and in
1798, they “drew together such an immense
concourse of fashionable company that it was
with great difficulty a bed could be procured”.
By 1826, however, things had taken a turn for
the worse, with rascally trainer Tommy Coleman
causing a near riot when he tried to engineer
a win for his favoured candidate in a race for
which he trained all the entries, “causing booing
while they were still running and rather more
when they returned ... some tried to pull the
jockeys off their horses, some tried to protect

top: Tenterden today
right: Tonbridge today
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them and the steward, Cumberbatch, waved his
flag from the stand and announced that he was
not going to pay over the stakes.

“This did nothing to calm the situation and
a couple of trainers were set upon.Tom Brown,
from Lewes, fleeing across the furze, coat-tails
flying and equipment falling off all over the place.
Tiberius Theobald pretended to ward off all
comers with a pistol, but was chased back to
the town and mobbed. Carriages were turned
over and a number hid under tables.”

It’s a wonder Morgan can lower himself to
record such debauchery. | met the man in
Ireland recently and very much enjoyed the
company of an Old Radleian graduate of Corpus
Christi College, Cambridge, an amateur rider
with a long family history of hunting and racing
and a successful career in stud management
and journalism. Sadly, all that education didn’t
manage to cure his fascination for the less
edifying aspects of the Sport of Kings, which is
how, after an obsessive near 40-year quest, he
finally produced Volume | (The South-East) of

his exhaustive
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pages, it’'s no frothy holiday read, but it’s a
fascinating journey through several centuries of
social history, with the added appeal of a local
guide book and more than the occasional foray
into some regrettably bad behaviour.There are
ancient maps and prints, augmented by revealing
drone shots of courses that can still be identified
even now.You may be as surprised as | was to
learn of the location of some of them, which
you may have driven past unsuspectingly.

| grew up in Tonbridge, so was aware that
the sportsground had been a racecourse,
where, according to the Sporting Times, “the
rustics assemble in large numbers, and take a
great interest in racing, and enjoy themselves
thoroughly”; but Sevenoaks was a new one
on me.

Eridge Hunt seems to have been a nice place
to spend an afternoon, with its “utter absence of
rowdyism, which too often spoils a race meeting”,
although there was, according to the Sussex
Express in 1890,“a very unfortunate accident ...
in regard to the tenants’ luncheon”, involving a
several times collapsing tent, eventually rectified
by MrW E Urquhart, provider of a “first-rate
champagne luncheon”, who was, apparently,
not a man “to be beaten by trifles” and had
everything in “apple pie order” by the time
his guests arrived.

Edenbridge, New Romney, Ashford, even
Bromley, are all there in colourful detail, so
much so that I've promised my wife that when
we retire, we'll take a lengthy trip round the
country’s bygone Strongholds of Satan (I'm

hoping volumes 2-4 will
STRONGHOLDS
OF SATAN

A survey of the bygone racecourses of Britain

have been published by
then), seeking out long-lost
racecourses and possibly William Morgan
even still-surviving pubs
that were frequented by
the racegoers of old. If we
want to take the books

with us, we may need a

VOLUME ONE - THE SOUTH-EAST

bigger car.
Strongholds of Satan: A survey of the bygone
racecourses of Britain, by William Morgan, is
available from www.mainholmpress.co.uk, (£75)
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1. PERIGOE & SON “.
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PROUD TO BE SERVING THE ]
COMMUNITY SINCE 1852

Helen Grant

Your fully independent, family owned, Funeral Directors
serving the local community with compassion and the
highest standards of service and professionalism.

With our 24-hour emergency service,
we are only a telephone call away.

I am here to help you in any way that | can.
with one of our experienced Funeral Directors, who |f there iS an iSSUG Of concern to you, where
will be there to help, support and guide you through . . . .
the whole of the funeral process. you believe | can assist, or if you would like
; to arrange a meeting with me, please email
Golden Charter b4 .
3 me at helen.grant.mp@parliament.uk

At the earliest stage possible, you will speak directly

Bank Street, G o D100k aect TNLT 3EF or telephone 020 7219 7107.
Dixter Road, Northiam, East Sussex TN31 6L B o
01797 260316 % helengrant.org
enquiries@jperigoeandson.com
Gue WWW.j perigoeandson.com y @HelenGruntMP Péomoted by
F [ . . L Helen Grant MP, of
s R {1 helen-grantMP o Conons
D: ham, Essex RM10 8YP ]
oy ¥ e ; i B
X [ A delightful country home offering 5* bed and breakfast
i with a touch of luxury to visitors wishing to enjoy the ANITA MEEKINS
N beautiful Kent countryside. PRIVATE HIRE
Set within 7 acres of mature elevated gardens
BEACON HALL HOUSE andpaddockwith splendid views over beautiful FIRST CLASS SERVICE
LUXURY BED & BREAKFAST Wealden countryside
Visit England 5* Gold with (| e E (i Enjoy a swimin our heated outdoor pool (seasonal) Ordinary & Executive Vehicles

or a game of tennis on our court within the grounds.

Julie Jex: 01580 240434 | jjjex@icloud.com & 8 seater minibus with seat belts

www.beaconhallhouse.co.uk Relaxed evening suppers available by prior booking.

All drivers & vehicles
licensed & tested

TOMPSETT LANDSCAPING

Long & short journeys
GARDEN LANDSCAPE AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS

& courier service available
Business accounts welcome

Tel: 01580 240713
Mobile: 07774 672 043

anitameekinsph@btconnect.com

PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATIONS QUOTATION

lden
Landscapes

Here at Iden Landscapes we specialise in
helping to create beautiful outdoor spaces
for you to enjoy all year round. See our full list
of services below, or simply send us a
message or give us a call on 07720 817577
or email idenlandscapes@gmail.com

Hand-Finished Curtains
& Blinds

Fabrics & Poles

Fencing, Decking and Bespoke Timber
Sleepers and Groundwork
Hedge Maintenance and Planting
Border Design and Planting
Patios and Minor Brickwork
Fruit tree, Vine and Rose Pruning

(including soft fruits)
Garden Consultancy

Upholstery & Loose Covers
Wallpaper & Paint

Lighting & Carpets

The Paper Mill Oast Benenden Kent 07930 507047
@lucyandrewinteriors ~ lucy@lucyandrew.co.uk ~ www.lucyandrew.co.uk




Hidden in the treetops
but a sight to behold

Charles Trollope reports on a welcome addition
to local birdlife
Whenever | go for a walk locally, and in
particular Hemsted Forest, | pass places where
| used to see birds. It was very often a song post
like a dead tree stump, a particular favourite of
the Tree Pipit. Sadly we have lost so many
breeding birds.

Along with the Tree Pipit, we have lost Turtle

Doves, Nightjars and Woodcock, to name but a

Firecrest and Goldcrest, Regulus ignicapilla and Regulus regulus

Stephen Message www.message-wildlife-art.co.uk

few. It is therefore a great pleasure to report
that we have a new breeding species. The only
problem is that it is very small and moves
rapidly in the canopies of the trees, which
makes it very difficult to see. It is a Firecrest
and is a stunning bird to see if you are lucky
enough to get good views.

Most parishioners will be familiar with
Britain’s smallest bird, the Goldcrest, and the
Firecrest is a close relative with similar plumage,
except it has a striking white eyebrow stripe.

It is also fractionally larger.

The Firecrest first bred in Britain in the New
Forest in about 1970. It has slowly expanded its
range northwards and small numbers have bred
in Kent since 2000.The population has increased
both in Bedgebury and Hemsted Forests, but
they are not restricted to the forests and
have been seen/heard in the parish at quite
a few locations.

One of my first encounters with a Firecrest
was when | was asked to lead a dawn chorus
visit to Rolvenden churchyard in 2006.As |
expect you know, the churchyard has very old

and large yew trees, in which Goldcrest like to
nest, and | was hoping to see one. Sure enough,
one appeared, and to my utter amazement it
was not a Goldcrest but a Firecrest.

That spring | came back a number of times
to see if it would breed. It was easy to locate
as it sang constantly, hoping to find a mate,
which of course was rather unlikely. | told our
resident bird artist Stephen Message about the
existence, and together we checked on any
breeding evidence. Later that summer, the
Firecrest was still there and seemed to be

feeding young, which was a great surprise.

As we had not seen a female, we
wondered if hybridisation had taken place, but
with Stephen’s eye for detail and expertise he
was able to establish that the young were not
hybrids, although this is not that unusual in
the bird world, particularly with closely
related species and one species lacking a
partner.We concluded that parental instinct
took over and the Firecrest was helping feed
the young of a Goldcrest pair.

The Firecrest is a short-distance migrant/
resident. This particular bird came back to
Rolvenden in 2007 and in 2008 and sang
wholeheartedly but was not recorded breeding
or helping feed young again. It was a few years
before | heard or saw another, but | now hear
them regularly in both forests as well in local
conifers, especially in Standen Street.

‘Crests’ are quite confident birds and | have
seen them in hedgerows, holly bushes and
apple trees and have approached to within a
few feet without them taking any notice.

If they erect their crests it is a stunning,
colourful sight that will last long in the
memory, but it is their song in the main
that alerts me to them.They are both very
high-pitched, with the Goldcrest more
rhythmic and ending in a flourish, whereas the
Firecrest’s remains on a high sibilant note with
no flourish. It is easy to miss them in the
general sound of nature, but once you have
become familiar with the songs then it is easier
to pick them up. | would be pleased to hear of
any Firecrest sightings. 31



Spring husbandry
and summer pots

| would normally have
penned an article on good
husbandry in the garden for
the April issue, but we have
had such a cold and slow
start to this year in terms of
plant growth that | delayed
writing on the subject until
now. Of course, nature has

a canny habit of regrouping
and now everything has shot
up, leaving a very short

these tasks. |

Playing catch-up in the borders is now
something | am quite footloose about and
consequently | just get on with it once | have
the time. In a perfect world we would have
all staked our lofty herbaceous by now, ideally
in very early spring, when the crowns of
plants are emerging. It may seem odd staking
such a tiny plant, but it is near impossible to
do so once too late - and | cannot stress
enough the difference it makes to the borders
if done properly.

Bamboo canes and string, weaved through
in sections, will work; pressing in branching
sticks around the edges will also do the trick.
Of course, metal hoops are wonderful if you
have enough of them, but they can be
expensive (and you always need more than
you budget for) but | have been known to
opt for a few decorative ones for last-minute
staking (e.g. single-coiled for peony stems), or
wooden hurdles are handy in key spots.

If you can manage to tiptoe throughout the
beds and weed, | would definitely do this now.
Very soon the herbaceous will have covered
the ground, so get the weeds out before they
set seed. Any spent bulb foliage can come out
(or be left to die back into the ground if you
wish) and early spring plants can be cut to the
ground now, before allowing new fresh growth
to emerge (e.g. pulmonaria and primroses).

g

| also tidy up hellebores,
taking out any spent
flowering stems and tatty
leaves. | may leave a few of
their seedlings in situ but
it will be a few good years
before they show a flower.
If you haven’t already
done so, | would make a
trip to your local plant
nursery to stock up on
colourful annuals and
4 trailing plants for your
summer pots. | always
purchase a number of
foliage plants too - | know
there are so many pretty flowers to choose
from, but foliage is equally as integral to a
summer display, providing structure and
texture. Some of my current favourites are
Panicum ‘Sparkling Fountain’, either a dark
purple/black or lime green ipomoea, coleus
and silvery helichrysum all mix
well. On a larger scale, cannas are
unbeatable, the variegated Arundo
donax is also a whopper but
worth it for some serious height
in your display. Dahlias and tender
salvias are also great in pots, as
are interesting conifers or even
small deciduous shrubs such as a
guelder rose with its lanky leaf-
laden branches and open habit.
As always with containers,
keep the growing medium fairly rich, and
preferably add a bit of loam (from a bag of
topsoil) to keep the compost texture more
stable and nutrient rich. Loam also has better
water-holding capacities than bagged composts.
Finally, if you can be organised enough to
source large water-holding saucers to place
underneath your pots, then so much the better
for your plants.
Annabel Lear GARDENS
Planting . Design . Consultancy
07759 440922 annabellear@btinternet.com




WEDDIN
& PARTIES

with e/egance & rustic charm

From the magnificent, vaulted roof of The Oak Barn to the tranquillity of

The Byre with its stunning views, Frame Farm is perfect for your celebration.

Luxurious & award Winning eco-venue

%

THE OAK BARN

Frame Farm

01580 441571 www.the-oak-barn.co.uk @theoakbarnff

Community Foodbank et nsws

Short term emergency
food and support for
local people in crisis.

Please text
to 70070 to buy a meal
for someone in crisis

Please look at the website for details on
how to apply for food. Nourish does cover
the Benenden area, meaning deliveries can
be made to your home.
For information call 01892 548892
www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk

WOW

WOODFIRED OVEN WONDERS

A Wood Fired Oven can provide
fantastic, fresh and fast food for you
and your guests.

We are local to Benenden and can cater
for private parties, wedding receptions
and events of all kinds.

Most people only think of pizza, but
there are lots of alternatives.

Give me a call to discuss on:
01580 279000 or 07788 279000
info@wowcooking.co.uk

or visit our website
www.wowcooking.co.uk

PEASM
CHAMB
FESTIVA

25™ Anniversary |

Anthony Marwood / Ri
Cassomenos / Simone v
Aleksandar Madzar / Sa
Quartet / Valo Quartet /

Inspiring music in beautiful
with concerts in Peasmarsh

BOX OFFICE 01797 253

peasmarshfestival.co.uk E

WEDDINGS + BOUQUETS + DIY + ONLINE

CALL:07958 081915




Above: A village in celebration: marking the Coronation of King Charles IIl with the Big Lunch initiative on The Green, at the red,
white and blue primary school street party, and at St George's Social Club; Jane Datton Holmes with the Kent Association of
Local Councils Community Award 2023; Kate Minett receiving Benenden Hospital's Lord Plant Travel Fellowship; Edna’s Retreat
Front cover: Appreciating a snail's pace. Photograph: Amelia Thomas




