PLATT PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD

ON 3rd JANUARY 2017
	Present:  
	Mrs P Darby (Chair)
	Mr A Mathieson
	Mr T Woolven

	
	Mr R Lupton
	Mr J Scade
	Mr P Scott

	
	Mrs J Davies (Clerk)


	
	


Apologies:, Mr R Tillett, Mr T Bonser and Borough Cllr Steve Perry
	Number

_______
	Minute/Planning Application/Correspondence

______________________________________________________________________ 
	Action

______

	1/17
2/17
3/17
4/17
5/17
6/17
7/17
8/17
9/17
10/17
11/17
12/17
13/17
14/17
15/17

	Members of the Public: Mr M Taylor 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.

UPDATE TO REGISTER OF INTERESTS

None.

INVITATION TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE PC ON MATTERS RELEVANT TO THE COUNCIL

There were no members of the public present at the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 6th DECEMBER 2016
RESOLVED that the minutes of 6th December 2016 be accepted as a true record.  

MATTERS ARISING

Access onto SHF The Clerk had circulated access agreements to all residents concerned. A signed agreement had been returned by Mr and Mrs Hunter but nothing had been received from the residents who had raised the matter initially. RESOLVED to write again to the residents and state that if a signed agreement was not received within the next 30 days then the offer would be withdrawn.
Allotments The Chairman had looked into purchasing plastic matting. She had obtained a costing of £65 which was 4m x 60m. Cllr Mathieson thought that this cost was quite high and would investigate further. The Chairman said that it would be useful to have any information for the FMC meeting which would be held later in January.
Repairs to Ceiling in Portacabin The contractor had completed work to the portacabin.

Mr Baker would inspect the work before payment was made.
SHF Car Park The drain would be cleared on Piggy Path in the near future and a survey would be carried out. Discussions would then take place with KCC about the Parishes request in connection with a new soakaway. The Clerk was asked to find out how much more of the planings were needed by the Groundsman to finish off the infilling of the allotment track. The remaining planings could be used for the potholes by the barn.
Street Lighting Cllr Scott had emailed and telephoned Ms Kinsella but direct contact had not yet been made.
Planning Application which had been lodged by Cllr Taylor on behalf of Platt PC denoting a road on Platt Industrial Estate would not be validated by T&MBC. There was a window of time for the Council to lodge a complaint with the Planning Inspectorate. Cllr Taylor asked if the Council was happy for him to resubmit the site plan showing a 5m wide road. Traffic assessments and site levels could also be submitted. RESOLVED that Cllr Taylor continue to pursue this matter and agreed with all suggestions made. Cllr Darby had written to T&MBC advising of Platt PC’s support for Cllr Taylor.
Blue Anchor Cllr Bonser had submitted all necessary paperwork to register the Blue Anchor as a community asset.
LIAISON WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND BOROUGH COUNCILLOR

Borough Councillor Taylor reported that Rodney Chartres had resigned from Ightham Parish Council. It had transpired that Ightham PC was not in support of the Gracelands project as Mr Chartres had indicated.
The Chairman read an email received from Borough Cllr Perry which had been received that evening…. I'd like to make a brief comment on the Speedwatch item in the minutes from last month.  Whilst the minutes are correct, the statement made by Cllr Palmer is factually incorrect. 
I suggested Speedwatch as part of a route to solving the issue of speeding through the village.  Speedwatch is effective and does work as a deterrent and as a tool for collecting data.  Both Kent Police and KCC now expect the parishes complaining of speeding to be actively assisting in doing something about it, ie Speedwatch.  The unfortunate problem faced by most villages is that of recruiting enough volunteers who can be trained to run the operation on a regular and consistent basis and who will turn out in rain and shine.  These volunteers don't have to be parish councillors and in many respects it's best that they aren't!  However the parish council should act as a management conduit for information going both ways.

I still believe that this is the best pro-active route for Platt and that the sharing of equipment and personel with Borough Green could be a good way forward for a new Speedwatch group.
The Chairman said that at the present time it was understood that BGPC was not setting up a Speedwatch team.

Cllr Darby to raise this matter at JPCTAG.
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL

Cllr Darby ran through the month’s planning matters listed below: -. 

 PLANNING APPLICATIONS
TM/16/03280/ FL Maidstone Road, Picaroons. Acoustic barrier and fencing. No objections.
TM/16/03425/FL Crouch Lane, Little Harps. Replacement garage. No objections.

TM/16/03476/ TPOC Maidstone Road, Bracken Hill. Tree work. No objections.

  PLANNING APPROVALS (Parish Council’s comments to T&MBC set out first)

TM/16/03240/FL Long Mill Lane, Platt Millers. Enlarge roof for loft conversion. Objections on size and appearance. Approved 23/12/16 with revised plans and elevations.

TM/16/03253/TPOC Maidstone Road, Brickmakers Meadows No 10. Tree Work. No objections. Approved 5/12/16. 
APPEAL PROCEEDINGS

APP/H2265/C/16/3154626
2 Keepers Cottage, Hurst Woods Against Enforcement Notice. Comments submitted by 22 Sept. 2016

APP/H2265A/12/2183467/NWF Askew Bridge Site Non-determination & enforcement. 
Court hearing for leave to appeal 30 November. Appeal has been amended. Next hearing to be in March
The Chequers Cllr Darby said that height levels of the properties to be built on the original site of The Chequers might compromise the privacy of residents on the opposite side of the road. It was thought that the bedroom windows could be looked into from the new properties. Cllr Darby said that the Council could write asking if T&MBC realised this was a possibility.

Member Site Visits TMBC had decided, outside the public arena, that they would now ban Parish Councillors and members of the public from attending Planning Committee site visits. Developers would still be allowed to attend. The decision was taken by the Chairs of the three Planning Committees in consultation with the Director of Planning.
Cllr Darby said that she had been in touch with other PC’s and thought that the matter had been dealt with very badly. RESOLVED that Cllr Darby write to T&MBC directly on this matter. She intended to raise this with KALC at the next meeting to be held on the 12th January.
Isles Quarry East Crest Nicholson was proposing to build 10 houses on the recycling site by BG Medical Centre. It had advised that if BGPC agreed with this build, then as a gesture of thanks, Isles Quarry East would be given to BGPC. This land was GB and an AONB. BGPC were in full approval.

Aircrete Works Ightham The site was in the Mineral Plan (Site 50) as a strategic reserve, However the site was immediately adjacent to a Listed Building and that placed strong constraints on extraction that were not present at other sites. Conditions would be needed to protect the building and its setting. The site was also MGB/AONB and because of the Listed Building and the MGB/AONB the restoration plan must be to existing levels and to fully replace habitat and flora. 

The route of the proposed "Borough Green Garden City" development spine road crosses the path sand would move into the factory. BGPC would insist that the "safeguarded route" of the defunct Borough Green and Platt Bypass was extinguished until excavations and restoration were complete. Platt PC would not be consulted on this application but RESOLVED that BGPC would be supported in its views.
8.40 Cllr Taylor left the meeting.
PLATT WOODS REPORT 

Cllr Woolven to advise the next committee date. The Clerk was asked to write to the Woods Committee and advise that only £2,000 would be available for 2017/18.
DEFIBRILLATORS

BGJFC had offered £350 towards a defibrillator at SHF. RESOLVED that Clerk write to Platt Fundraisers, Cricket Clubs and Platt Scouts to see if these organisations would like to make a donation to the defibrillator in SHF which would not only benefit their organization but would serve all members of the community. The Clerk would also check if the phone box at the junction of LML and Maidstone Road would be available to adopt. If not, then another location in the village would be needed to place a second defibrillator.
CHEQUES AND FINANCIAL MATTERS

RESOLVED the following payments be approved. 

The following payments were received:
BGJFC

Fees





          £490.00 

UK Power Network
Wayleaves





£34.98

UK Power Network
Wayleaves





£52.61

Various

Carol Singing




          £194.23

Nat West

Interest  




              £0.70





















  Total
          £772.52 



The Council approved the following payments:
Payt



                     


  VAT

   Total

Mrs M Beale

Cleaning Dec 16



              £40.00 

Mrs J Davies

Salary Dec 16





£922.05  

Wrotham PC

Skate Park Maintenance


            £386.89

PAYE


Tax/NI Nov 16

 


  £88.09    

TSS Signs

5mph sign



£12.17

  £73.01

Mrs J Davies

Office Allowance




£400.00

Alex Sales Trust
Carol Singing Proceeds



£194.23

The Memorial Hall
Room Hire





£108.00

T&MBC

Planning Application Fee



£192.50


















Total


 £12.17         £2,404.77 

It was noted that the carol singing had been successful, raising £194.23.
PRECEPT
Councillors had perused all figures supplied by the Clerk. The loss of T&MBC financial contributions had been taken into consideration and had therefore been included in the precept. RESOLVED that the precept for 2017/18 be increased from £62,000 to £70,000. Clerk to submit figures to T&MBC by 27th January.
CLERKS REPORT AND ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENCE AND INFORMATION

There was nothing further to raise at this juncture.

REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES

There was nothing further to raise.
MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS

Drains Cllr Darby said that KCC did not appear to have any maps of drains in Platt parish. Cllr Mathieson said that he had seen on file that KCC undertook to clean all drains twice yearly. Cllr Darby to check the file.

Wrotham Golf Club Cllr Scott said that many trees had been cut down on the golf course but this might be authorized coppicing. Clerk to check with Liz Guthrie.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING   Tuesday 7th February 2017.

The meeting was closed at 9.25pm
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