LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:

4th April 2018
Meeting at:

Longframlington Memorial Hall

Meeting time:

7:00 pm

Present: 
Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Graham Fremlin (GF), Chair, Diane Lakey DL), John Munro (JM), Gillian Nelless (GN), Malcom Ness (MN), Dave Wellden (DW).
In attendance

Graham Bucknall, Highways, NCC. Two members of the public. Clerk: Garth Rhodes.
The meeting opened at 7.00 p.m. 
1) Apologies for Absence - None
2) Table Urgent Business discussed in 21 below 
a) Wire around perimeter of ‘land dedicated for new school’
3) Declaration of Interests - None 

4) Gifts & Hospitality – None 
5) A697 Road Repairs Review. GF welcomed Graham Bucknall (GB), Area Highways Manager (Northern), NCC to the meeting. He then read out the instructions that Steve Bucknall, Highways Delivery Manager had issued regarding the remedial work to be carried out to the A697 repairs. GB provided an update on developments and responded to questions. With respect to the appropriateness of the scheme he was of the view that a patching approach was suitable given the overall soundness of the integrity of the road. He would have preferred a full resurface but the decision for this was with Dale Rumney, Principal Programme Officer, Highways Maintenance. Three design options had been developed and Mr Rumney had opted for the one that was carried out. Whilst the budget for the work was £280,000 only £180,000had been spent. GF was concerned not only about the quality of the work carried out, with serious issues regarding drainage but also about those areas of the road which had failed, but which had not been repaired. GB had taken these issues back to the designer, who had said these problems were there prior to the work being carried out. GB felt these issues should have been rectified when the work was carried out. GF said that at the corrective work site meeting it had been agreed that remedial work to the repairs was to be carried out at a further cost of £20,000 - £30,000 but nothing appeared to have happened. The PC had serious concerns about misinformation, mismanagement and lack of communication. Of particular concern was the fact that the Parish Council had been informed initially that a full resurfacing was to be carried out (indeed Cllr Thorne had reported this in the Fram News) and then when this was apparently not the case, that a full resurfacing would take place by 2021. The PC had only been fully briefed on the work, one week before repairs began. GB responded saying that he was surprised that communications had been so poor given similar issues on the A697 further north. GF said what made things worse was that following the patched repairs to the A697 a full resurface in Rothbury had taken place, giving a perception that if political interests are strong enough then NCC would respond. The issue of men standing idle for hours waiting for deliveries when there were areas of the road which could have been repaired whilst they were waiting was discussed and the poor impression this gave to residents of the effectiveness and quality of the NCC workforce. 

DW joined the meeting – late due to family issue


With regard to pothole repairs, JM asked why workmen did not use vibration compactor plates to flatten the surface but instead drove their trucks over the repaired areas. GB was aware of this and had called a meeting to inform teams that this practice was to stop forthwith.MN asked if Highways carried out post-mortems of projects. GB confirmed that Close-Outs were conducted but did not usually involve representation from local people. He thought this was a good idea for the future. GB informed the meeting that he would be providing David Laux, Head of Technical Services with a report of its outcomes. GF thanked GB for his attendance and the openness and honesty in which he had approached the issues.
6) Community Police Report – No Community Police presence.
7) County Councillors Report – Cllr Thorne not in attendance.
8) Minutes of Previous Meeting of 7th March 2018 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record & signed as such.
Housekeeping Issues 
9) Matters Arising Out Of Minutes 
a) A697 Road Repairs – All were in agreement that the meeting with Graham Bucknall had been positive. However it was felt that the views of the PC regarding the issues concerning the A697 road repairs and the actions of Highways Dept. be brought to the attention of David Laux, Head of Technical Services. GF to telephone him followed by confirmation email with copies of relevant correspondence and documentation.



                                     Action: GF
b) Water leakage Rothbury Road opposite the Elms - Work programmed in for w/c 16/4/18. The Clerk will be informed of any changes.
c) Electricity Bill and Meter Sports Court - The PC bank account has been credited with the full refund and gesture of goodwill totalling £879.44. We were now having problems agreeing the new tariff for 2018/2019 as British Gas were unable to automatically compute this and awaiting the Billing Team to manually offer a new tariff.
d) High Viz tape for new bench St Mary’s bus shelter. This work is now complete.
e) Grit Provision Church St & Knogley Way. No further information to date. Clerk to provide GF with contact details in order for him to follow this up







                          Action: Clerk/GF
f) State of road at southern end and south east corner of the King George V Playing Field. Clerk has sent letter to the residents at Greenview and they had provided a detailed response. It was agreed that this was a constructive response and that GA would meet with them to thank them for their letter and discuss possible solutions to the problem. However, it was to be pointed out that in the current financial climate that it was unlikely that NCC would be able to fund any remedial work.
                               







    Action: GA
g) Being Active Matters Project – The Project had accepted our invitation for them to give a short presentation at the start of the June PC meeting. This would take place at 6.45 p.m., immediately prior to the formal PC business.     Action: Clerk
h) Website Review – Not yet commenced. To be completed by next meeting   



    Action: GA
i) Village Inspection - Not yet commenced. To be completed by next meeting  


            Action: DW/JM 

j) Annual Village Meeting. Timings of the meetings on 2nd May to follow the schedule as 2016: JBC -6-15 p.m., Annual Village meeting -6-45 p.m., AGM - 7.00 p.m., Parish Council meeting -7.15 p.m.

k) Closer for Dog Walking – JM has bought the closers and will fit ASAP



 
     Action: JM
l) Quotation for work to old bus shelter – David & James Carr have agreed to store shop related items at the rear of the bus shelter and cardboard/waste will be stored in a skip so the work could go ahead. 


Action: Clerk
10) Meetings to Attend / Attended – None 
11) Finance

a) Notification of receipts in the month 
	05/03/2018
	Barclays
	Premium A/C Interest 4/12/17-4/3/18
	3.03

	05/03/2018
	Alan Goddard
	Allotment Fees -BACS
	10.00

	07/03/2018
	Bolton
	Allotment Fees -cash
	10.00

	09/03/2018
	John McCutcheon (7b)
	Allotment Fees -cash
	10.00

	09/03/2018
	Conway
	Allotment Fees -cash
	10.00

	19/03/2018
	British Gas
	Refund & £400 Goodwill gesture
	879.44

	
	
	Total
	922.47


b) Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and other payments were approved:
	07/03/2018
	Longfram Memorial Hall 
	Poppy Wreath
	200071
	16.50

	07/03/2018
	Sonia Beal
	Plants for village tubs
	200072
	30.00

	20/03/2018
	Memorial Hall
	Memorial Hall Committee Annual Grant
	S/0
	400.00

	14/03/2018
	Citizens Advice N/land
	Donation 
	200074
	50.00

	31/03/2018
	Kompan (Scotland)
	Play equipment
	200075
	6012.00

	04/04/2018
	HMRC
	PAYE
	200076
	86.80

	04/04/2018
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	200077
	355.20

	04/04/2018
	SLCC 
	Membership Fees (30/04/18 -30/04/19
	200078
	84.00

	04/04/2018
	Garth Rhodes
	Stamps (20 1st Class 20 2nd Class
	200079
	25.00

	
	
	
	Total
	7059.50


c) Requests for donations: None

d) Bank Reconciliation to 31st March 2018 was approved
	Balance per bank statements at 23 March 2018
	
	£

	
	Community account
	
	61333.71

	
	Business Saver
	
	6078.15

	Less unpresented cheques
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery
	
	
	
	

	Parish Council
	14/03/2018
	Citizens Advice N/L
	50.00
	

	
	31/03/2018
	Kompan
	6012.00
	

	
	
	
	
	6062.00

	Uncredited Deposits - Cemetery
	27/03/2018
	Alistair Turner
	200.00
	

	Parish Council
	
	
	0.00
	200.00

	Balance per cash book 31/03/2018
	
	
	61549.86

	
	Cemetery
	
	
	18510.70

	
	PC
	
	
	43039.16

	
	
	
	
	61549.86


e) The Annual Governance Statement for 2017/18 was completed, approved and signed by the Chair and Clerk/RFO. 
f) The Accounts to March 18 – pre Annual Return were approved:
	Longframlington Parish Council

	Annual Allocation of Income and Expenditure 2017 to 2018

	Allotment
	
	
	

	Allotment Receipts
	
	1060.17 
	

	Allotment Expenditures
	
	-798.15 
	

	Net Income Less Expenditure
	
	
	262.02 

	Opening Bank/Cash On Hand
	30895.67 
	
	

	Precept
	24000.00 
	
	

	Total Precepted Income
	
	54895.67 
	

	Other income
	
	
	

	Interest
	4.10 
	
	

	Donations etc.
	0.00 
	
	

	Memorial Hall
	25.00 
	
	

	Capital Receipts
	1169.69 
	
	

	General
	78.69 
	
	

	VAT
	3057.91 
	
	

	Total Other income
	
	4335.39 
	

	Total All Income
	
	59231.06 
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	

	Admin Salary (NET)
	3851.46 
	
	

	PAYE
	1009.21 
	
	

	Admin expenses
	430.84 
	
	

	Admin General
	2161.62 
	
	

	Total Administration Expenditure
	
	-7453.13 
	

	Village Amenities Expenditure
	
	
	

	Dog Walking Area &   Path
	508.00 
	
	

	Village Maintenance
	1079.52 
	
	

	Playground
	6142.20 
	
	

	Sports Court
	468.46 
	
	

	Capital Spend
	165.49 
	
	

	Total Village Amenities Expenditure
	
	-8363.67 
	

	Grant Expenditure
	
	
	

	Grants given
	637.12 
	
	

	S.137
	0.00 
	
	

	Total Grants Payable
	
	-637.12 
	

	Total Other Expenditure
	
	-16453.92 
	

	Net Other Income less Expenditure
	
	
	42777.14 

	Total Council Income less Expenditure
	
	
	43039.16 

	Total Income
	 
	60291.23 
	 

	Total Expenditure
	
	-17252.07 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	43039.16 


12) Village Activities – None 

13) Allotments

a) Management 

I. Water Meter – Clerk had requested the water company carry out a survey for the installation of the meter. The cost for this will be £133.78 + VAT. There is a 20 working day timescale for this to be carried out. The water bill for the first half of year has been received but NWG are reviewing payment arrangements in the light of the meter request and the PC will be rebilled if we go ahead with the meter. Mark Ellis had offered to make lockable boxes for the water taps in the allotments. All were in agreement. 




     Action: GF
II. Plot No 1 - JM had made several attempts to contact Terry & Kath Foreman to see if intend to keep on this allotment. However Mr Foreman has been unwell. JM will continue to try to make contact. 

     Action: JM 
b) Maintenance - Hinges on gates and clearing of footpaths to be undertaken when the better weather arrives. Action: JM
c) Request to lay underground flexible hosepipe from mains water tap to Plot 18. Mark Ellis thanked the PC for allowing this.
14) King George V Playing Field

a) Lighting on the sports court. Electrician has made three attempts to carry out the work but has been unable due to the weather.
b) Drainage. Again the weather has delayed this work.
c) Replacement of wooden mini-slide and multi-play equipment. It had been agreed, through delegated powers, to go with the Kompan proposal. Price £5010.00 plus VAT. Area manager had made a visit to check site dimensions. He informed the Clerk that bark chippings needed to be to a depth of 300mm, but suggested the topping up be done once the new equipment is installed. They can quote for the chippings. He said that there were two of the perimeter boards that need replacing. Expected that the work will take place at the beginning of June It will take about a week during which time the mini-slide area will be cordoned off to deter access. Clerk to obtain quote for topping up of bark chippings. DW/JM to replace the two perimeter boards.




Action: JM/DW/Clerk
d) Request for outdoor fitness classes – Clerk has written to Hannah Forster. She has advertised the three free classes in May in the Fram News. Awaiting her written confirmation to the agreement of the conditions.
e) Request for up to 2m wide track around perimeter of playground for runners and cyclists. The PC felt the cost of installation and the difficulties of sufficient space around the football field were a prohibitive factor. The request was not granted. Proposed DW, seconded JM.
f) George V Playing Field review of assets report. Not yet completed. See Items 14(g) & 16 (e). 
g) Review sports courts and playground. DW had - See Item 16 (g). A number of items of equipment for the sports court were missing or broken: cricket stumps were missing; tennis posts broken. There appeared to be a disparity between items on site and description of those recorded on the assets register.  It was agreed that a full review of the current items listed on the full assets register needed to be undertaken in the summer.


          Action: Clerk/All
15) Planning 
To note any planning issues since previous meeting Items Highlighted in grey are new applications or changes since the last meeting
	Ref No
	Description
	NCC Status
	Parish Council Position **

	17/03662/FUL
	Land East Of Longframlington Gardens – Erection of two units of holiday homes and certified touring caravan site
	APPROVED
	See minutes from previous meetings for PC responses

	17/04084/FUL


	Land South East of Embleton Steads. New potable water booster pump station housed in roadside with  associated parking area 
	Application

Pending
	See minutes from previous meetings for PC responses

	17/04611/RENE
	Land East Of Willowdene House Harrogate Lane Longframlington Northumberland.  Proposed installation of 5kw domestic wind turbine and installation 16 ground mounted PV panels
	Refused
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	17/04587/FUL
	Willowdene House Harrogate Lane Longframlington Proposed conversion and extension of garage to form annexed accommodation with separate workshop and poly tunnel for domestic use.
	Approved
	Comments by Tue 06 Feb 2018. Insufficient comments received to make response

	18/00162/OUT
	Land South Of Lightpipe Farm Longframlington NE65 8DZ. Outline Application for development of approximately 42 dwellings 
	Application

Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	18/00133/ADE
	Land South Of Deneburn Rothbury Road Advertisement consent for 14no flag poles, 2no triangular V-boards and 3no sign boards.  
	Application

Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	18/00427/VARYCO
	Land South of Dene House Farm Cottages Harrogate Lane. Amendment to floor plan
	Application

Registered
	Insufficient responses to make comment



17/03662/FUL- Land East Of Longframlington Gardens. GF explained some of the background to this approval. After receiving confirmation of the approval of this application, the Clerk wrote to the Planning Department on behalf of the PC to raise the following concerns:

Issue 1. The Officers’ report stated that the Parish Council (PC) did not object when in fact the PC had lodged an objection on 2nd November 2017 which had been registered on the NCC Planning website.

Issue 2. The PC were not re-consulted when the Caravan site part of the application was withdrawn
Issue 3. Neighbours who also objected had not been re-consulted either

Issue 4. No amended application was advertised or posted around the site.

Issue 5. The PC were not notified that approval was being recommended despite it being NCC policy to do this where the PC has objected, in order to allow the PC to comment further.

A response had been received from Ragu Sittambalam which was discussed and the following issues were agreed to be 
included in a further reply cc’d to Head of Planning and Cllr Thorne. That:
I. The Parish Council was surprised and disturbed that their comments had been overlooked. That if correct procedures had been carried out in the examination of comments, then this should have been picked up?  Did this mean that other comments had been registered as neighbour comments? If so why had this not been picked up? The PC were not satisfied that rigorous and thorough checking of comments for this (and possibly other applications) had taken place. Indeed it would question the level of scrutiny of neighbour comments overall. It was the Parish Council’s view that due to this ‘oversight’ the decision by the Head of Service to make a determination under delegated powers, was without the necessary information and therefore flawed.

II. Removing the caravan site element, significantly changed the overall purpose of the development and that this change should not have been judged upon a reduction in scale but on a redefinition of purpose.  Arguments for the development included a significant positive impact on tourism in the area and opportunities for employment. Removal of the caravan site significantly reduced this argument.
III. The PC had concerns that like other holiday homes in the village, these large and expensive builds would ultimately prove to be unsustainable and an application to turn them into permanent homes would soon follow. This was the original intention of the applicant, until advised by officers of the NCC Planning Department, that they would not get permission and they should apply for holiday homes instead.

IV. The rationale for the development being acceptable was on the basis that the site benefited from an extant consent which had established the principle of accommodation in that location. This was actually a very old application for the development of buildings for agricultural purposes (pig farm) which included residential accommodation for agricultural workers. The PC did not believe that this equated with the current application which was for a completely different type of development and purpose. Successful agricultural applications made at this time would have had some very clear limitations on usage and which the PC would expect to still be in force. The PC to ask NCC to provide the documentation for the original application so that they can compare the two.

V. The NCC Planning Department had breached correct procedure on a number of counts and to request that a detailed enquiry be undertaken and full explanation provided, to ensure that serious mistakes of this nature were not repeated in the future.
b) Reports to Planning Enforcement – Clerk had reported a number on incidents to the Enforcement Officer concerning residents receiving verbal abuse from owners of contractors’ vehicles from the development South of Deneburn Road, who have been parking at Healeycote View and Cheviot Lodge. Inspector said she was unable to do anything but suggested Graham Bucknall (GB) may be able to do something. GB responded saying that unfortunately this was a matter for the police and not NCC. It was reported that the police have been to investigate the matter. It was agreed that this matter be taken off the agenda until any further issues arise.
c) Meeting with Ragu Sittambalam, NCC Planning Department - Ragu had submitted an email response to issues raised at the meeting with in February. He had also provided an earlier response regarding the surface water issues at the development north of Lightpipe farm which has been circulated to cllrs. The PC discussed at length Ragu’s response and concerns regarding the actions of NCC Planning Department and agreed that a further response be sent to Ragu cc’d to Head of Planning and Cllr Thorne highlighting the following:
· 13/00377/FUL - Healeycote View - The Parish Council were extremely concerned that no enforcement cases were raised regarding traffic calming measures, when in fact the PC discussed the omission to adequately install such measures by the contractor, on a number of occasions with the Planning Officer responsible. The Parish Council still required the chicane to be installed, as agreed in the planning condition. That this failure of installation was due to an omission by the Planning Department to effectively carry out its responsibilities and if NCC was unable to enforce this requirement upon the developer, then it should undertake to fund the work from its own resources. 

·    16/00745/FUL - North End Farm –That the  information the  footpath could not be delivered was not available to the PC prior to the meeting and only came to light at the point in the planning meeting when this was application was discussed. The Chairman of Longframlington Parish Council who attended to speak to this issue was not aware of this decision until it was announced at the meeting by the Highways officer in his introductory remarks, consequently the Chairman had to rewrite his objection in the few minutes available before he was due to speak and it was clear that the County Councillors were not briefed on the change or understood where pedestrians were to be routed. The PC also did not understand why there was not a condition put on the development that it could not be occupied until the pedestrian access through the other development was achievable.

·   Environmental Impact and Highways Studies for Planning and Development purposes in Longframlington. The PC had written to the Head of Planning on the 4th August 2017 on this matter and despite numerous were still awaiting a response from Mr Ketley This was simply not good enough.

·   There had also been numerous planning enforcement matters raised by the PC, However to date the most common response the PC had received was, that although there were conditions attached to the planning permission, NCC could not insist that the developer abides by them. The PC found this completely unsatisfactory and required an explanation detailing why NCC do not have these powers.
·   The PC was becoming increasingly alarmed and frustrated by the apparent lack of rigour within the NCC Planning Department, which was leading to a significant number of erroneous and inappropriate decisions being made, putting the planning process into serious question.  This was not just the view of the Parish Council itself but also for the many residents for which it represents.

· To progress this matter further the Parish Council requested that the Head of Planning meet with them at the earliest opportunity to discuss and provide a full explanation to the issues outlined above.

d) Northumberland Local Plan Spring 2018 Consultation.  NCC are inviting views in an online spatial survey for the new county-wide Local Plan on preferred housing and employment development locations. Clerk to email link so that councillors can complete the survey individually and for them to forward contributions to the Clerk in order that a PC response can be compiled.







          Action: All/Clerk
Main Issues – These issues are allocated a longer time for discussion

16) Action Plan – April 2018 
a) Allotment Water Invoices. Agreed this would have to be delayed until we receive further information from NWG regarding the meter installation.
b) Annual Accounts -PC & Joint Burial Committee completion &arrangements for final internal audit Action: Clerk
c) Playground / Sportscourt inspection in preparation for RoSPA inspection. DW & MN agreed to undertake inspection for the next meeting, in conjunction with the checking of assets against the Assets Register for the Sports Court and Playground. Clerk to provide them with the 2017 RoSPA report. DL recommended that photographs of each item be taken to assist in carrying out the inspection, revising the register, and maintaining records.          Action: MN/DW/Clerk
d) Playground - bark chippings, order more if required. Agreed this be delayed until the new mini-slide is installed.
e) Review of the Risk Assessments for the Parish Council and Cemetery to ensure that the information for the insurance (renewed in June) is correct. GF agreed to carry out the Risk Assessment for the Cemetery and DL agreed to do the Parish Council, for the next meeting. Clerk to provide Risk Assessment documentation. 

   Action: GF/DL/Clerk
17) Weather Warnings for Longframlington Village – A request from WillyWeather to install a weather warning widget on the Parish Website was not approved.
18) Parish Councillor Declaration of Interests - Democratic Services were checking that Parish Councillor Declaration of Interests are up to date. Clerk has emailed cllrs regarding this but not all have returned a response. The Chair reminded councillors that they had a legal responsibility to maintain accurate and up to date Declaration of Interests.
19) Review of Ethical Standards - Call for Evidence Survey. NALC have produced an online survey (21 questions) to produce evidence to respond to the Government’s Committee on Standards in Public Life consultation. Submission date 27th April. The Parish Council decided not to take part in this survey.
20) NCC HR Support and OD Services - NCC are now providing HR Support for Town and Parish Councils. They had produced an HR Services Level Agreement with scale of charges and were offering to come to talk to PCs about the service. The PC agreed that they did not wish to receive these services at the present time.
21) Any Urgent Business

f) Wire around perimeter of ‘land dedicated for new school’. It was reported that a single wire at shin height had appeared around two sides of this piece of land and was a tripping hazard. GF to contact Bill Pringle to find out who is responsible for this and to get them to take remedial action.





     Action: GF
22) Dates of Next Meetings:
I. Joint Burial Committee 

 Wednesday 2nd May 2018 at 6-15 p.m.
II. Annual Village meeting 

Wednesday 2nd May 2018 at 6-45 p.m.
III. Annual Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 2nd May 2018 at 7.00 p.m.
IV. May Parish Council meeting  
Wednesday 2nd May 2018 at 7.15 p.m.
JM gave his apologies for these meetings as he will be on holiday

The meeting closed at 9.43 p.m.

Garth Rhodes – Clerk to Longframlington Parish Council. 

5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Morpeth NE65 8AB Telephone 01665 570 347
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Signed……………………….



Date………………………..

