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Useful contact names and telephone N
os.

 

BOUGHTON MALHERBE/GRAFTY GREEN 
County Councillor Jenny Whittle 734897 

Borough Councillors 
Martin Round 
Richard Thick 

890276 
891224 

Church Wardens 
Kenneth Alexander 
Joan Davidson 

859549 
850210 

Parish Council Clerk 
Chris King email 
boughtonmalherbepc@gmail.com 

850711 

Village Hall bookings 
and other matters 

Carol Hulm email carolhulm@gmail.com 
Mobile 07990 574214 

853583 

KM Correspondent Joan Drury email: jdrury23@btinternet.com 853766 

Gardening Club Sue Burch 850381 

Church Choir Doreen Hulm 850287 

Dazzle Gail Kelly 850671 

Yoga Sue Burch  850381 

Neighbourhood Watch Sue Burch 850381 

   

Priest in charge 
Rev: Dick Venn  (Sat -Thurs) email:  
vicar@lvb.org.uk 

858195 

Associate Priest 
Mille Hart (Weds - Sun) email: 
revmilliehart@lvb.org.uk 

297296 

Reader Joan Drury email: jdrury23@btinternet.com 853766 

Benefice Office 
Sarah Hills email: churchoffice@lvb.org.uk 
Answer phone available out of hours 

850604 

Mobile Library Wednesday afternoons - 4.30pm  

St. Edmunds Centre Karen Yardley 858208 

Fresh Fish delivery 
Friday afternoons at approx. 2.20pm  by Post 
Office 

01580 
754300 

Weekend Freighter See article in magazine  

Malherbe Monthly Production Team 

Mike Hitchins 
Mike Hitchins 
John Collins 

Advertising: mfhitchins@btinternet.com 
Editor: mfhitchins@btinternet.com  
Treasurer 

858937 
858937 
850213 

 

 

The views expressed in “Malherbe Monthly” are not necessarily those of the 
Production Team; publication of articles/adverts 

does not constitute endorsement and we reserve the right to edit! 
Anything for the July edition should be left in 

Grafty Green Shop, or contact Mike on 
01622 858937 (mfhitchins@btinternet.com) by 20th June 

 
Front cover:. Plant sale by Grafty Green Gardening Club on the village green   

 
Photo courtesy of John Collins 

 



News from St. Nicholas Church 
 

Morning Prayers will be held at St. Nicholas, Boughton Malherbe on the 1st and 3rd 

Tuesdays in June at 9.30 a.m. and All Saints Ulcombe on 2nd and 4th Tuesdays. 
Everyone is welcome to attend these sessions as we will be delighted to see you. 

 

Village Coffee morning will be held in the Village hall on the second Wednesday of 
June, 10.30 until 12.00 where fresh coffee and homemade cakes and scones will be 

served. Do come along and enjoy a chat. Donations will be given to charity for our 
'Clean Water in Africa' project.  

 

A House Group (Bible Study) will be held at Weirton Villa, Grafty Green on Thursday 
mornings at 10.30 a.m. when passages from Isaiah will be studied. Ring Joan Drury 

on 01622 853766 for more information. 
 

Men at Breakfast will be held at the Dog and Bear Lenham at 8.00 a.m. on 25th 
June when a full English Breakfast will be served. The speaker will be the Archdeacon 

of Maidstone the Rev: Stephen Taylor. Ring Dick on 01622 858195 to reserve a place 

or the Church Office on 01622 850604 
 

Joan Davidson 
  

 

Planning Applications considered by 
Boughton Malherbe Parish Council In May 

 
Application Ref: 16/502221/FULL   
ADDRESS: Park House Farm Lenham Road Headcorn Kent TN27 9LJ 

PROPOSAL: Conversion of the existing building to the south of the site to provide 
two residential dwellings alongside associated parking, access and landscaping 

works.   
+++ 

 

Application Ref: 16/503609/FULL 
ADDRESS:  Lynwood House Headcorn Road Grafty Green Kent ME17 2AP 

PROPOSAL: Erection of a two storey rear extension and dormer window to side 
extension. 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

A big thank you to everyone from the Rectory, for my special birthday lunch. Also to 
thank everyone for my beautiful hamper, which contained luxury biscuits, chocolates 

fruit and vegetables, plus a full bottle of gin! It was a lovely thought and a big 

surprise to me.  
 

Diana Parker 
 



 Boughton Malherbe 
Parish Council 

Contact Details 
 

Robert Turner, Chairman 
 -  Tel: 01622 850325 

turnerrmb@gmail.com 
 

 
Ron Galton, Vice Chair  
 -  Tel: 01622 850369 

galton@gotadsl.co.uk 
 

 
Annie Allum 
 - Tel:  07999 724111 
paallum@googlemail.com 
 

 
Tony King 
 - Tel: 01622 850369 
tony.king@uk.bp.com 
 

 
John Collins 
 - Tel: 01622 850213 
wjcollins@btinternet.com 
 
 

Christine King, Parish Clerk 
- Tel: 01622 850711 

boughtonmalherbepc@gmail.com 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:turnerrmb@gmail.com
mailto:galton@gotadsl.co.uk
paallum@googlemail.com
mailto:tony.king@uk.bp.com
mailto:pearce.steel@tiscli.co.uk


Village Hall News 
www.graftygreenvillagehall.co.uk 

 

 

The Hall management Committee held its AGM on 16 May and, in the absence of 

anyone new putting themselves forward to serve on the committee this year, the 
following existing members were duly re-appointed:  

 
Sue Burch, Liz Burgess, Stefania Graziola, Carol Hulm, Richard Pilborough, Sandra 

Pilborough, Jacky Simmons, Jacqui Thompson, Angela Thompson,  
Jon Thompson, and Robert Turner. 

 

One important decision taken at the AGM was to raise the Hall hire fee slightly.  The 
last time we did this was two years ago - but that increase was only to compensate 

for the loss of income suffered as a result of our removing the 'coin-in-the-slot' 
electricity meters.  Our outgoings increase year by year and we feel that our hire fee 

must now rise to cover these unavoidable increases. We have therefore decided to 

raise the hire fee by 50p/hr to £7.50 for regular hirers and £8.50 for others which, 
considering the further improvements made to the Hall recently, we hope will be 

acceptable to all. 
 

Also at our AGM, we confirmed that we will aim to run an outdoor event in the 'fete 

field' in Church Road in the late summer.  This is to be an animal-themed event for 
which we are now seeking ideas, contributors and helpers.  Please see the full page 

ad for this fun event elsewhere in this magazine and do mark the date in your diaries 
now. 

 
As usual, we will not be running any evening events in the Hall over the summer 

months but will be back in the autumn with some regular favourites and, perhaps, 

some new ideas to tempt you.  Watch this space! 
 

Richard Pilborough 
Hall Committee Chairman 

 
 

Boughton Malherbe Parish Council 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council, which will be the AGM and the Annual Parish 
Council meeting, will be held in Grafty Green Village Hall on Monday 4th July 2016 

at 19.30.  

 
The Agenda for these meetings and the minutes for the last meeting (and all previous 

minutes) can be viewed on the Boughton Malherbe Parish Website or by contacting 
the Parish Clerk 

http://www.graftygreenvillagehall.co.uk/


News from Helen Whately your MP 
 

After what seemed like a never-ending winter, we appear to have gone straight into 

summer. Like many, I seized the chance of sunshine to spend time in the garden. The 
peas in our vegetable patch had just begun to peep above ground, though sadly the 

rabbits noticed them first and thought them extremely tasty.  

 
This month, among other things, I’ve been campaigning to raise awareness of 

meningitis B. In February, two-year-old Faye Burdett from Maidstone died of this 
awful disease. After her parents Neil and Jennifer, who are my constituents, published 

a picture of their daughter gravely ill in hospital over 800,000 people signed a petition 

calling for more children to be vaccinated. As a result a heart-felt debate was held in 
Westminster, in which I paid tribute to the Burdett's and asked the Government to do 

more to protect children from meningitis B. Following the debate the Public Health 
Minister announced a new national awareness campaign to help parents spot the 

signs of meningitis and septicaemia, which will be launched later this year. This is a 
change in Government policy that will save lives. 

 

Autism is another condition which effects people’s lives profoundly. Parents of 
children with autism have told me how isolating it can be. At present some children 

are waiting over three years for a diagnosis, without access to support which can 
make such a difference for children and their families. I’m supporting the National 

Autistic Society’s awareness campaign and I spoke in the House of Commons recently 

about how we need to improve diagnosis and understanding of autism. 
 

People have told me how noise from HGVs thundering down the M20 is blighting their 
lives. It’s getting worse every year as freight traffic increases. This part of the M20 

has an old, concrete surface which is particularly noisy. I wrote to the Roads Minister, 

asking him for an upgrade to a quieter surface.  
 

In his reply, he told me that parts of the M20 are due to be resurfaced, but not the 
section between junctions 8 and 9. Instead, this section will be ‘retextured’ between 

2017 and 2019, subject to the availability of funding. This will improve safety but 
have little or no impact on noise. I was disappointed by the Minister’s response and 

I’m urging the Government to reconsider. The stretch between Junctions 8 and 9 is 

close to several villages, and a quieter surface would make life better for hundreds of 
people.  

 
As well as the noise, people have complained to me about HGVs parking illegally at 

Junction 8 of the M20. I wrote to Highways England, the agency responsible for 

roads, about this and I’m pleased to report that bollards will be installed in June to 
bring an end to this problem.  

 
I know there’s an ongoing problem of HGVs parking in lay-bys and lanes, and I’m 

talking to KCC about what more we can do to tackle this.  



These are just some examples of how Kent’s roads are bearing the burden of 

increases in freight as the economy grows. I’m pressing for significant improvements 
to Kent’s roads to be included in the Roads Investment Strategy for 2020-2025. With 

the planned development in and around Maidstone, and the forecast increase in 
traffic along the M2 if the new Lower Thames Crossing is built – this is becoming 

urgent.  

 
I’m continuing my work to support residents concerned about the expansion of local 

Gypsy and Traveller sites. Maidstone Borough Council are currently assessing an 
application to make some temporary pitches on one of the largest sites - The 

Meadows - permanent. I have written to the council outlining the serious concerns of 
local residents, and have also spoken to a planning officer to understand how they 

are considering the application. 

  
I am also working to get more action on the non-planning issues. For instance, I have 

written this month to the Environment Agency asking them to investigate whether 
sewage from the Lenham Road sites is polluting The Beult. They responded, saying 

that they are aware of the problem and are working with MBC to get it resolved. 

 
I am meeting Baroness Williams of Trafford, the Minister responsible for Gypsies and 

Travellers, to discuss the situation and also to encourage her to come and meet local 
representatives in the constituency. 

   
As always, if there is anything I can help you with please do get in touch or visit me 

at one of my advice surgeries. You can find details below. If you’d like to receive 

updates about what I’m doing for the local community straight to your email Inbox, 
why not sign up for my newsletter by visiting 

www.tinyurl.com/helenwhatelynews  
 

Helen Whately 

 
 
 
 

Grafty Green Short Mat Bowls Club 
 

New Members Always Welcome - Join Us 

 

Every Tuesday at 2.00pm in the Village Hall, Gentle exercise, easy to learn, loan 
bowls available 

 
Further information - Chris Wheal 01622 858100 

. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Weekly Yoga classes in Grafty Green Village Hall 
 

Yoga is a comprehensive system that brings balance into your life and which gives 

valuable and practical physical postures to maintain full range of movement through 
the joints of the body together with breathing practices that calm the mind as well as 

toning the whole of the breathing system. 
 

Wednesday evening 7 – 8.30  

Thursday morning 9.30 – 11 
 No class on 23rd June as the hall will be used for elections 

 
If you can’t commit to a regular class please feel free to drop in on any of my classes 

– drop in rate £8 

 
Saturday Yoga practices 

 
10 – 11.30 investment £7 - 4th June 

 
I have a web site: www.yogawithsusan.co.uk which gives more details about yoga 

and the classes. Please note that I am not running classes in Platts Heath for the 

moment 
Susan Burch - British Wheel of Yoga Teacher 

http://www.yogawithsusan.co.uk/


 
 

 

 

Helen Whately 
MP for Faversham and Mid Kent 

 
I work for you. If you have a problem you think I can help you with, please contact 

me or visit me at one of my surgeries 
 

House of Commons,  
London, SW1A 0AA 

 
Tel: 020 7219 6472;  Email: helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk 

 
Upcoming surgeries  

 
Friday 24th June, Faversham 

 
Wednesday 27th July, Maidstone 

 
Tuesday 9th August, Headcorn 

 

mailto:helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk


From our newly elected Maidstone Borough Ward Member 
 
Dear Residents, 
 

I am absolutely delighted to have received such a great mandate from the residents of 
Headcorn ward - I think it was one of the highest majorities (if not the highest) of the 

borough wide election on 5th May.  It's good to know that residents have the confidence 
to trust me with representing the needs and views of all sections of the community at the 

Council - and I hope some of that is based on the work I have done to assist the 

community over the last few years. 
 

Outside of the ward, I am expected to contribute actively to the formation, development 
and review of the Council's policies, plans and budgets - with regular meetings with 

Officers, Members, committee sessions (FYI - I am on Planning and Strategic Planning, 
Sustainability and Transport committees and a substitute member on Democracy) and full 

Council meetings.  Whilst carrying out these functions you can be assured that the local 
issues and needs will always be at the forefront of my mind and my actions. 

 

Returning to the ward, you may be aware that it is one of the largest within the borough - 
over 60 square miles and covering the parishes of Headcorn (incl. Hawkenbury), Ulcombe, 

Boughton Malherbe/Grafty Green and East Sutton.  I met a lot of local residents whilst out 
and about prior to the election, and several have already been in contact seeking help 

with their concerns.  I can't promise that I will always have a solution 
 

Headcorn ward has more than its fair share of major issues to contend with - but I can 
promise that I will listen and do my very best to help.  Additionally, it is my intention to 

attend all regular full parish council meetings and assist my parish council colleagues 

wherever I am able, and I will keep everyone well informed about the Council and the 
services it offers. 

 
Coming to the question over regular dialogue with residents, my election literature was 

clear that I would welcome contact from local residents on issues that concern them - at 
any time - and meet with them face to face if necessary.  With such a big ward, I really 

believe that this is a better way to communicate rather than restricting myself to monthly 
or quarterly sessions.  My email address for council related issues is 

ShellinaPrendergast@maidstone.gov.uk and my telephone number is 07818 048234.  My 

fellow ward Member, Cllr. Martin Round, is equally committed to local residents and their 
concerns, and has worked tirelessly on their behalf for many years. 

 
I hope this helps in some way to address any questions you may have, and please do not 

hesitate to contact me if you need any more information from me - I am here and 
available.   

Kind regards 

Shellina 

Shellina Prendergast 

07818 048234 

 

http://ShellinaPrendergast@maidstone.gov.uk/


June Music notes 
 

I have several times in the past commented that I would be delighted to include local 

concerts in my monthly review if I receive information in time for entry in the various 
parish magazines. I repeat this appeal, because I only became aware of several local 

concerts held in May long after the date when I sent my notes in to the editors. A 
chance for local publicity missed! Here is my list for June, but if you haven’t told me 

about your event I probably haven’t included it: 

 
 Sunday June 5th, 3.0pm-5.00pm; The Invicta Jazz Orchestra will be 

performing at the bandstand in Dartford Central Park. They will also be 

putting on a concert of “Jazz in the Church” at Cranbrook Church TN17 3HA 
on Friday June 17th at 7.30pm.  

 
 Sunday 19th June, 7.30pm at All Saints Church Maidstone, The Maidstone 

Singers present a Tribute |Concert to the late Jeffrey Vaughan Martin. It will 

include a performance of Jenkins’ Stabat Mater Tickets 01622 630016. The 

concert will be repeated at 3.00pm on Saturday 25th June at St. Mary’s 
Church West Malling ME19 6NE. 

 
 Also on 19th June, for a slightly different taste, at 3.00pm at All Saints church 

Ulcombe ME17 1DN, there will be a brass band concert by the UK Paper Brass 

Band. Entry includes cream tea! Tickets 01622 842988 

 
 June 25th, at 7.00pm in Rochester Cathedral, Rochester Choral Society 

perform Vivaldi’s Gloria and Mozart ‘s C Minor Mass. Tickets 01634 401 049 

 
 Sunday 3rd July, 3.00pm at All Saints church, Maidstone, Maidstone Wind 

Symphony’s concert is intriguingly entitled “Journey to the Centre of the 

Earth”. Tickets 01732 366500  
 

 

From the BBC this month, consider the BBC Music Day – a celebration of live music 
from around the country, occupying radio 3 the whole day, with a round -up of best 

items on BBC tv (time to be confirmed). 

 
Brian Hardy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 



Link Word Puzzle - Answers at the back (don’t look first!) 
 

 Word 1 Word 2 Word 3 Answer 

1 Gun Hair Paint Spray 

2 Coloured Purpose Tasking  

3 Dog Duty Room  

4 Pill Talk Up  

5 Electric Foil Static  

6 Faced Stroke Timing  

7 Arch Fire Public  

8 Band Beans Sheet  

9 Concert Photograph Stamp  

10 Lift Rod Well  

11 Tile Pole Way  

12 Man Publicity Vehicle  

13 Pearl Skin Sky  

14 Forces For Robbery  

15 Lipped Rope Water  

16 Razor Roller Shoulder  

 

Answers at the back (don’t look first!) 

 
 Find the missing word? 

1 ____ Berry, TV Baking expert 

2 Jim ______, Creator of 'The Muppet Show' 

3 ____ Batty, 'Last of the Summer Wine' character 

4 Donald ____, Cartoon water fowl 

5 
The _______, 60's group who had a No 1 hit with 'The House of 

the Rising Sun' 

6 _______ O'Carroll, who dresses as Mrs Brown 

7 Adam _______, Star of 'Happy Gilmore' 

8 ____ Laurel, Partner of Oliver Hardy 

9 Clare _______, Former amateur jockey, now Sports Presenter 

10 ____ Penelope, A 'Thunderbirds' character 



 



 

EGERTON TELECOTTAGE 
 

Computer Centre, The Millennium Hall 
 

Phone: 07990 574214 
 

Need help with your iPad or tablet? 

Struggling with Windows 10 ? 

Lost your email? 

Can’t find your photographs? 
 

We can offer 1-2-1 individual lessons to  

answer all of your computer questions. 
 

Call or email with an idea of how we can help  

and book a slot for £10 per hour. 

(gift vouchers available) 

 
  Our Saturday morning clinics  

 are very popular - call in for a  

   coffee and a chat between  

       10am and 12 noon. 

   We would love to see you!  

              email: 

instructor@egerton-kent.co.uk 

and find us at www.egerton-kent.co.uk 

 

mailto:instructor@egerton-kent.co.uk


 



 

 

REPORTING PARISH HIGHWAYS and 
ENVIRONMENT PROBLEMS 

 
TO REPORT:  Potholes; broken signs; traffic signal faults; 

overgrown trees or hedges 
-  Call 03000 418181                (Highways Issues - KCC) 

 

- or click 
http://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem 

 
 
 
 

TO REPORT: Litter; fly tipping; abandoned vehicles; dog mess; 
noise: 

- Call 01622 602202 (Environmental Issues MBC) 
 

or click 
http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/residents/report 

 
TO REPORT non-domestic Water Leaks: 

 

- Call 0333 000 0002 

 

or click:  http://www.midkentwater.co.uk 

 
 

 
 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem
http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/residents/report
http://www.midkentwater.co.uk/


 
 

RussOIL Heating 
 

Boiler Servicing & Repairs 
 

Tank Installation & Removals 
 

OFTEC Registered 

Oil Heating & Plumbing Specialist  
 

Reliable, Affordable and Local 

 

RussOIL Heating will beat any genuine 

new boiler installation quote 

 

For example: 

Grant combi 26 supplied and fitted with 

wireless controls 

From £3,500 

Local refs available on request 

 
www.russoilheating.co.uk 

 
Mobile: 07810 166 529 
Home: 01622 853517 

 



Grafty Gourmet 
 

Another very simple recipe, yet tasty Spring recipe. This is a great dish for anyone 

who does not like preparing food. Simply peel the potatoes and everything is ready to 

cook. 

 
Simple Salmon with Asparagus 

 

400g peeled potatoes, (halved if large) 
2 tbsp olive oil 

8 asparagus spears, trimmed and 

halved 

2 handfuls cherry tomato 
1 tbsp balsamic vinegar 

2 salmon fillet, about 140g/5oz each 

Handful of basil leaves 
 

1. Heat oven to 220C. Place the potatoes and 1 tbsp of olive oil into an ovenproof 

dish, then roast the potatoes for 20 mins until starting to brown. Toss the asparagus 
in with the potatoes, then return to the oven for 15 mins. 

 
2. Put in the cherry tomatoes and balsamic vinegar and nestle the salmon amongst 

the vegetables. Drizzle with the remaining oil and return to the oven for a final 10-15 

mins until the salmon is cooked. Scatter over the basil leaves and serve everything 
scooped straight from the dish.  

 
 

http://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/olive-oil
http://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/asparagus
http://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/balsamic-vinegar


Grafty Geeks 
 
 
Why use WhatsApp Messenger  
 

Having just been persuaded to use WhatsApp, initially I thought WHY 

another messenger application, I have enough trouble keeping up with 
texts and voicemails on my phone.  

  
BUT was then told about the benefits: 

 

1. It’s a cross-platform, instant messenger for smart phones, so it works with 
both IPhones and Android phones 

 
2. It uses the Internet to send messages, so it’s free and doesn’t use your text 

message allowance 

 
3. It can send documents, images and videos, which download quickly 

 
4. You can see when the message has been received and read by the recipient 

using a double tick image on the message 
 

5. You can set up groups of people to receive messages at the same time 

 
6. WhatsApp Web is a computer based extension of the WhatsApp account on 

your phone. The messages you send and receive are fully synced between 
your phone and your computer, and you can see all messages on both 

devices.  

 
7. For more information, go to: https://www.whatsapp.com/faq  

 
I’m using it all the time now  

 

If you need any help, please visit the Egerton Telecottage on Saturday 
morning between 10am and 12noon http://www.egerton-

kent.co.uk/telecottage. Advice is free and there is always someone there it 

help you.  If you would like any topics covered in this magazine, please 
email me at carolhulm@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smartphone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet
https://www.whatsapp.com/faq
http://www.egerton-kent.co.uk/telecottage
http://www.egerton-kent.co.uk/telecottage


 



 

Save the Day: 3
rd

 September 2016 

Grafty Green Animal Antics 
(2016 Summer Event) 

 
This year The Village Hall Committee wanted to do something a little 
different, so we are going to attempt to have an animal themed event, hoping 
to give you a varied and fun afternoon, finishing the day at the Kings Head 
with food and entertainment. 

 
We need: 

People willing to bring their Pets 
(all accepted) with ideas for how 
people can interact with them, e.g. 
a game, petting or feeding.  
Owners will be responsible for the 
safety of their animals. 

Ideas for demonstrations: 
We are looking at bringing in 
some animals for the day and 
would like to hear from you with 
requests.  So far we have 
investigated Owls, Fly-Ball Dogs 
and Meercats. No decision yet. 

Sponsors to help with funding 
We are looking to have an event in 
the evening at the Kings Head, this 
could include a Hog Roast or BBQ. 

Prizes for the Grand Draw 
This helped us fund the Fete 
last year, so we are having 
another one of these. 

 
Please contact Carol Hulm on 07990 574214 or 01622 853583. Leave a message if no 

response, or email carolhulm@gmail.com – head it Animal Antics 

 

mailto:carolhulm@gmail.com


 





  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

D.FLISHER ROOFING  
   

Free winter check on roofs  

Roofing repairs, ridge & 

hips checked  

      

 Moss cleaned off roofs 

Gutters & window frames 

cleaned 

 

        Chimneys re-pointed 
 

 

Call Dave for a quote on  

01622 850659 or 07941 324286 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Seasoned Logs from 
Local Coppice for Sale  

 
Clean Burning, Kiln Dried 

Cut to size and delivered 

 

 

 

Variety of logs suitable for 

open fires or log burners 

 

 Contact Norman on 

077333 28715 
 

 



Christian Message June 2016 

 
God Save the Queen! 
 
HM the Queen has expressed her appreciation of the many prayers said for 
her.  She has also, on many occasions, spoken explicitly about her faith in 
God. 
 
Prayers for her are not the result of an occasional whim on the part of a local 
priest.  Since 1662 when the Book of Common Prayer came into being the 
monarch has been prayed for regularly in Church of England worship.  Why?  
Was it because the compliers of the Prayer Book were fervent monarchists? 
 
The answer to the question is to be found in the Bible.  In a letter of guidance 
to Timothy, a young church leader, the apostle Paul wrote this, ‘I urge, then, 
first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for 
everyone – for kings and all in authority , that we may live peaceful and quiet 
lives in all godliness and holiness.’  (1 Timothy 2:verses 1 and 2). 
 
Was there ever a time when prayers for ‘all in authority’ were more needed?  
Inevitably our private prayers tend to be focussed on families, friends and 
local matters but may I suggest that our MP (Helen Whately) and our County, 
Borough and Parish Councillors should be included. 
 
Since 1662 Her Majesty’s predecessors and their families have been prayed 
for in Morning and Evening services in parish churches.  The Prayer Book is 
still used for some services and regularly in St Nicholas church Boughton 
Malherbe at 6.30pm on the second Sunday of each month.  Why not come 
along, enjoy the service and pray for the Queen.  You will be given a warm 
welcome. 
 

Joan Drury 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



150 Years 

 

On Ascension Day 1886 Church of England bishops met at Lambeth Palace 
and decided to create a body of lay ministers to be used in English parishes.  
They were to be called Lay Readers.  Initially only men were licensed but in 
1970 women were allowed to become Readers and the first in the Canterbury 
Diocese was Flora Laundon. 
 
The ministry which began in 1886 continues.  Readers are trained to a high 
standard of theology and the needs of contemporary society. Indeed, Bishop 
Robert of Sodor and Man, who is Chair of the Central Readers Council prefers 
to describe Readers as Lay Theologians. Currently there are 10,000 Readers 
in England and Wales.  This is the largest body of trained, commissioned and 
accountable lay ministers in our churches. 
 
Over the years the Len Valley churches have benefitted from the ministry of 
Readers.  Many will remember the late Robert Hilton and David Essex who 
has retired.  Prior to ordination Marian Bond and Millie Hart were Readers.  
Pamela Cuerden was licensed last year and I continue to serve. 
 
The Maidstone Archdeaconry celebration of the 150th anniversary will be held 
in St Mary’s church Lenham on Sunday 26 June at 3pm. Our Archdeacon 
Stephen will lead the worship. 
 
Do come and join the celebration.  Cream teas will be available after the 
service. 
 

Joan Drury 

  
 

 

 
 
 

 
June Messy Church is on Saturday 18th June at Ulcombe 

Church 4-6pm 

 
 
 
 



The Len Valley Benefice 
Lenham & Boughton Malherbe; Harrietsham & Ulcombe 

Sunday/Main Services – June 2016 
 
 

Sunday 5th June 
  9.30 am  Lenham: Breakfast service 
  9.30 am  Boughton Malherbe: Holy 
Communion (Prayer Book) 
10.30 am  Ulcombe: Family Worship 
11.00 am  Lenham: Holy Communion 
  3.30 pm  Harrietsham: GIFT family 
worship 
 
Wednesday 8th June 
  9.30 am  Lenham: Holy Communion 
 
 
Sunday 12th June 
   8.00am  Lenham: Holy Communion 
(Prayer Book) 
   9.30am  Lenham: Breakfast Service 
   9.30am  Harrietsham: Holy Communion  
 10.45am  Ulcombe: Holy Communion 
 11.00am  Lenham: Morning Worship     
   6.30pm  Boughton Malherbe: Evensong 

 

 
Saturday 18th June 
4.00pm Ulcombe  Church: Messy Church 
 
Sunday 19th June 
    10.00am  Harrietsham: Deanery 
Configuration Service 
   
Sunday 26th June 
  8.00am  Lenham: Holy Communion 
(Prayer Book) 
  9.30am  Harrietsham: Holy Communion 
  9.30am  Boughton Malherbe: Family 
Worship 
10.45am  Ulcombe: Holy Communion 
11.00am  Lenham: Family Worship 
3.00pm    Lenham: 150th anniversary 
Service 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 



Emergency and  Help Contact Details 

 
Police, Fire And Ambulance  Emergencies         999 
Police, Non Emergency - (Including PCSO …………..)        101 
 
Ambulance 999 note: an  aed ‘public access defibrillator’ is sited and available 24/7 
at the premises (in porch) of A.W. Court in Headcorn road.   Ambulance 999 control 

centre will give 999 callers the lock code, if appropriate, to access the defibrillator. 

 
First Aid Support –  when an ambulance has been called using 999 - Interim 

emergency support (first aid and AED defibrillator), prior to arrival of paramedics / 
ambulance, may be available (not 24/7) by calling Chris Wheal on 07979 864929 -this 

is a voluntary ‘good Samaritan’ facility for residents. It is hoped a SECAMB 
(ambulance) community first responder scheme may start in future 

 

 
NHS Medical Helpline            111 
Maidstone & Pembury Hospitals                      0845 155 1000 

William Harvey Hospital                       01233 633331 
Headcorn Surgery          (out of hours listen to -                    01622 890294 

Lenham Surgery                     recorded messages)               01622 858341 

 
Electricity (UK Power Networks)           
  Emergencies and Power Cuts        0800 783 8866  
         or 01243 508866 
 
Water  Emergencies          0333 000 0002 
Calor Gas Emergencies           08457 444999 
KCC   Emergencies          03000 41 41 41 
  Highways          03000 41 81 81  
 
KCC Community Wardens: 
 
Local warden – Stuart Ellesmere            07969 583923 
District Support – Dawn Riach- Brown        07773 397125 
 
Fire     General Enquiries            01622 692121 
 Home Safety Visits           0800  923 7000 
 KFRS Community Volunteer – Chris Wheal        01622 858100 
 
R.S.P.C.A     Emergencies                              0300 1234 999     
Vet             24 Hour Pet Emergency Treatment Service  01622 734555 

 



Answers to the Quiz and Missing Word Puzzle 
 

 



 


