
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 7th October 2025 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Joanne Brooks (JB), Richard Billingham (RB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC). 
In attendance:- 
No members of the public were present.
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)

Apologies were received from County Cllr Will Boucher-Giles (WBG), District Cllr Nigel Simpson (NS), District Cllr Grace Conway-Murray (GCM) and Cllr Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair).
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an involvement in Village Hall Committee matters.  
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 2nd September 2025 were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the minutes on the web.  

4.  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (19.34)

As no councillors were present there was no report to the meeting, but GCM had reported that she was continuing to chase up answers to issues affecting Finmere.

Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

5.  OPEN FORUM (19.35)

There were no members of the public present.
Resolved  (i) To note the position.

6.  MATTERS ARISING (19.36)
6.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issues were discussed.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  MKB is to finish checking the final draft of the lease.     
6.02
Spinney Developments  Matters were discussed.            

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  The PC will organise a planting day for Saturday November 15th which will include planting on land involved in the flood mitigation schemes.  (iii)  JB is to provide details to MKB for inclusion in a newsletter.  (iv) JB requests spending of approx. £350 to obtain canes and guards for the proposed planting in the spinney, proposed RB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (v)  JB is to approach the VHMC to see what monies may be available to help with this cost.  (vi)  SC will pursue an answer from OCC about planting regulations.     
6.03
Flooding  There was again a detailed discussion.    
Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  Cllrs are to keep a look out for gulley cleaning activity, which should be due in the next month.  (iii)  SC is to warn residents of the closure of Mere Rd for drainage works later this month.  (iv)  SC is to circulate the OCC response to her follow up on MKB’s 18 point email when it is received.  (v)  SC is to continue liaising with WBG regarding riparian landowner requested actions and OCC involvement.  
6.04
Speeding from the roundabout  GCM has still not received any further reply concerning sign post costs.   

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.05
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  The bridge should be finished and opened in November.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  MKB is to liaise with David Butcher (HS2). 
6.06
HS2 Funding for Play Area fence  There is no news on HS2’s willingness to part fund the fence yet.                

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.                
6.07
Review of Assets  Some sheets are returned.    


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  Any remaining sheets to be handed in before the next meeting.  
6.08
Speeding  Nothing heard from OCC on this matter.      


Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  SC is to chase the matter up with WBG. 
6.09
VAS Sign  This was addressed in Section 6.04.

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.

6.10
Light pollution  There has been no news on this matter.
 
Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.     
6.11
Tree Checks  The issue was discussed.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to obtain the land registry details for the property on the western boundary of the playing field, proposed ST, seconded MKB, carried unanimously.  (iii)  If necessary, JB will add the trees on the boundary to the PC list.

6.12
Autumn Clean  This was very successful with 18 attendees and a large load of rubbish removed.   

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  

6.13
School Trees  The school have confirmed that they will have the overgrowing trees checked and any necessary work will be carried out.    

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  

6.14
Memorial Wreath and Silent Soldier  The issue was discussed.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to pay for the wreath as soon as it is delivered.  (iii)  SC to liaise with the RBL agent on the ordering of the Silent Soldier.
6.15
Grass Cutting Contractor  SC has obtained some recommendations from Tingewick PC.      


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to contact the recommended firms and put them in touch with ST.  (iii)  SC to act on any recommendations received from OCC.  

6.16
.gov.uk Website and Emails  SC has signed the PC up for these and they should be in place in the next 6 weeks.    


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.    

6.17
Flooding Consultation  No submissions were made.      


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.    

6.18
Overgrown Hedges on Gated Road  SC has asked OCC to check that this area is on their regular list for maintenance.      


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.      

7.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.40)

The quarterly financial reports for July to September were presented.  The quarterly bank reconciliations were presented and signed.  Internal controls for the quarter were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid. The full list of invoices, both from the agenda and any arriving since, was presented and signed. A letter concerning investment from HSBC was considered.        
It was reported that there was £25,443.91 in the Treasurer Account and £5,385.00 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

Details of transactions for July and August were given at a previous meeting.

The following had been received during September:

£21.26 from HSBC – interest for the quarter

£7,650.00 from CDC – precept second payment

£142.62 from Sports Club – insurance contribution
£200.00 from VHMC - donation

The following had been paid out during September:

£6.58 to Npower (Running costs – electricity – (Jan to March)

£4.80 to Npower (Running costs – electricity – (Apr to June)

£408.00 to CJM Fencing (Running costs – fence repair)
£144.00 to Play Inspection Co (Running costs – play equipment inspection)

£954.48 to R T Machinery (Running costs – mower service)

£374.25 to SC – (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website) 

The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – Salary/back pay/expenses/allowances/tax – October - £539.48 (LGA 1972 S112)

CDC – dog bin emptying - £302.02

CJM Fencing – fence repair and gate boarding - £408.00

Play Inspection Co – play area inspection report - £144.00
Two other invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.  

HSBC – £1.00 (Gen admin - bank charges) – paid automatically

SW Services – grass cutting for September 25 - £280.00 (HA 1980 S96) – scheduled payment

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports and bank reconciliations.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices.  (iii)  SC is to continue to chase up the payment for the clothing bin from CDC.  (iv)  The PC will not invest their reserves as the monies need to be accessible.
8. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.55)
There has been one request for S137.  Two invoices had been approved under urgent business.     
Resolved (i) To note the position.  (ii)  The Pop-up Pub scheme will be given a donation of £105.00 for decorations to improve the experience, proposed ST, seconded RB, carried unanimously.  
9.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.58)

No activity is reported.  There has been no quarry liaison meeting.
 Resolved (i) To note the position. 
10.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.00)
MC has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.  Other matters were discussed.            
Resolved (i)   SC is to inform the Sports Club that the PC is minded to donate toward the purchase of sight screens but ST will need to check on storage first.  (ii)) Subject to storage availability the PC will donate £889.49 (which may be reduced by a possible £200 if a donation from the proceeds of the pop-up pub initiative is agreed), proposed ST, seconded MKB, carried unanimously.                
11.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.06)
There has been one house with new residents this month.  A welcome letter needs to be delivered.                 

Resolved (i) To note the position.  (ii)  SC to inform KG of new residents.
12.  PARISH CLERK HOUR’S DIARY (21.07)

The Clerk’s hours for the period 1 Jul 2025 – 30 September 2025 were presented.  They are lower than the previous year’s figures, but the next quarter should correct the balance.      

Resolved  (i)  To note the position.

13.  PHONE BANKING  (21.08)

The matter was discussed.  

Resolved  (i)  SC is to try to run the app on her own tablet.  (ii)  If this does not work, SC is to check with HSBC as to which tablets are compatible.  (iii)  SC is to circulate the prices of suitable tablets to be decided under urgent business.

14.  PARISH REMUNERATION PANEL’S REPORT  (21.12)
The PC reviews the report.    
Resolved  (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  To not pay allowances for the coming year, proposed MKB, seconded RB, carried unanimously.  
15.  BUND INSPECTION (21.14)

The quotes obtained were discussed.  A local professional has offered pro bono services.    
Resolved  (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  JB to liaise with the local professional and arrange the inspection before next July.

16.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.20)

25/00632/LB – Glebe House, Water Stratford Rd – replace wooden conservatory with brick orangery – application permitted

MW.0001/24 – Finmere Quarry – retrospective concerning access road – planning permission approved

Resolved (i) To note the position.  
17.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.25)
Correspondence for meeting 

None

Emails printed 

Issues already covered on the agenda

Emails forwarded 

Issues already covered on the agenda

From resident about dumped vehicles – see below
From Resident about VE Day – see below
Trauma informed community work request – see below
Emails forwarded 

Issues already covered on agenda

Oxford University medical trial info – see below
Public access bleed kits offer – see below
Book of condolence link for Duchess of Kent – for information
Oxon keeping on with the rails – for information
Parish Liaison Flooding Workshop invite – see below
Highways Depot open day invite – see below
Bicester Movement and Place Plan meeting invite – see below
Carers Open Day invite – see below
New election charges info – for information
Acknowledgement of new kissing gate – for information
OALC September update – for information
OCC temporary congestion charge permit offer – for information
Salt bin request from resident – see below
Mere Rd closure notice – see below
Community First AGM invite – for information
Home Sharing info – for information
Usual reports – for information
Resolved (i) ST to check on these vehicles and MKB to chat to owner.  SC to write to the owner if necessary.  (ii)  The PC will try to obtain details of what monies were given as donations and to which charities after the very successful event on VE Day.  (iii)  The PC has looked at this organisation before – the PC will not make a donation.  (iv)  This is not appropriate for the website. (v)  These kits are generally for use in areas where stabbings are likely to occur and the PC do not feel one is needed.  (vi)  ST and RB are to attend.  (vii) Any councillors interested can attend.  (viii)  No councillors are able to attend.  (ix)   Any councillors who would like to are welcome to attend.  (x)  The PC can order a bin for the resident, but it should be paid for up front and there is no guarantee that OCC will remove the old bin when delivering the new one.  (xi)  This notice has been placed on the web and publicised on the village Facebook page.
18.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.51)
Traveller site – ST raises the issue of the amount of rubble and rubbish dumped on the site. 
SW Services – The PC feels that Sam should be thanked for all his hard work.

Wildlife Area – JB suggests that the PC employ a gardener to clear and rotavate the area and lay the paths according to the new design.  The planting can then be done by a volunteer working party. 
Grass Cuttings – There is a large pile of grass cuttings near the pavilion.  Can the PC obtain a brown bin to get rid of these in?

Day Burners – Two street lights are burning during the day, both near the Old Rectory.  
List of Jobs for Play Area – The list of recommendations in the play inspection report need to be acted upon.  

FMS Superuser – MC is unable to on this position at the moment.  

Christmas Lights – The Carol Service and lighting of the tree are scheduled for December 5th.

Newsletter – A newsletter is required to cover the tree planting party requirements and explain the closure of Mere Rd.
Resolved  (i)  ST will take pictures of the site and SC will contact Bucks CC about this matter, Tingewick PC is to be copied in.  (ii)  SC will write a thankyou letter.  (iii)  This will be an item on the November agenda.  (iv)  This will be an item on the November agenda.  (v)  RB will confirm locations and report these on fix-my-street.  (vi)  SC to forward the report to RB so that he can start on these.  (vii)  To note the position.  (viii)  JB is to ask a potential lighting candidate, and this will need to be on the agenda of the November meeting.  (ix)  MKB is to produce the newsletter next week.
19.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.02)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday November 4th 2025.    
Meeting closed at 22.03.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 
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