
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 2nd December 2025 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Joanne Brooks (JB), Richard Billingham (RB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC). 
In attendance:- 
District Councillor Grace Conway-Murray (GCM).
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)

Apologies were received from County Cllr Will Boucher-Giles (WBG), District Cllr Nigel Simpson (NS) and Cllr Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair).
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an interest in VHMC matters.    
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 4th November 2025 were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the minutes on the web.  

4.  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (19.34)

GCM confirmed that the new glass collection in the brown bin will begin in January and the bottle banks will be removed shortly after.  A full meeting of CDC has voted for the two-council option in the upcoming reorganisation.  
Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

5.  OPEN FORUM (19.38)

No issues were raised as no members of the public were present.
Resolved  (i) To note the position.

6.  MATTERS ARISING (19.39)
6.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issues were discussed.  
Resolved (i) to make this a full agenda item in January.  (ii)  The PC will look to endorse the new lease at that meeting so that it can be passed to the Sports Club solicitors.  (iii)  MKB is to obtain a full copy of the accompanying regulations as these will need to be endorsed at the same time.      
6.02
Spinney Developments  Matters were discussed.            

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  A date will be set for the planting of the new trees in the spinney at the January meeting.  (iii)  JB is to produce a schedule of works for the replanting of the wildlife area.  
6.03
Flooding  There was again a detailed discussion. 

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  There will be a planting day for the trees around one of the new ponds, the date is to be set by Andrew Morsley (AM) as he is organising the River Thame Conservation Trust volunteers.  (iii)  MKB is to let SC know as soon as a definite date is set for the closure of Fulwell Rd so that she can inform Tony Brummell (TB) CDC.  (iv)  The PC is to write to the local MP concerning riparian ownership issues.  GCM will talk to TB about this also.  (v)  SC is to continue to chase up the remaining Mere Rd issues with Scott White (SW) OCC.

6.04
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  The bridge should still be finished and opened by the end of the year.  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  The local resident expert is happy to help with the relocation, which should take place early in the new year.   
6.05
HS2 Funding for Play Area fence  HS2 have confirmed that they are unable to fund the fence.  They have provided a list of possible funding alternatives.                  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to forward the email containing the funding list to MC so that she can look into the possibilities.              
6.06
Speeding  WBC has confirmed that calming measures can be very expensive, and that there is a two-year waiting list for installation.  He suggests some signage if possible.        


Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  RB is to put a ‘’slow down’’ sign on the front of the non-functioning VAS sign.  (iii)  The PC will then review the situation to see if it has improved. 
6.07
VAS Sign  This issue was discussed.  

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  GCM is to chase up the fitting of the posts, a site visit has been proposed.  

6.08
Light pollution  GCM confirms that Bucks CC have reviewed the situation and ruled out an enforcement action.  The lighting problem does seem to have lessened recently.  
 
Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.     
6.09
Tree Checks  The issue was discussed.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  JB will complete the list and record any observations.  
6.10
Memorial Wreath and Silent Soldier  The issue was discussed.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.    
6.11
Grass Cutting Contractor  Some quotes have been received.          


Resolved  (i)  To make this a formal agenda item in January in order to record the decision.  (ii)  ST is to continue negotiations with a view to a decision being made under urgent business.      

6.12
.gov.uk Website and Emails  Still nothing heard.      


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to contact Hugo Fox for a timeline.   

6.13
Problem Vehicles  The matter was discussed.    


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to confirm the designation of a certain area with OCC.  (iii)  SC to chase up the situation if needed.
6.14
Salt Bin  This is to be installed by the second half of December.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.

6.15
Christmas Carol Service and Lights  The lights are in place and the event was in the latest newsletter.


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.16
Volunteer Driver Service  JB and KG have still to check with residents.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.

6.17
Clothing Bin  The issue was discussed.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  SC to inform Air Ambulance that the deposit bin area is to be repurposed, proposed MKB, seconded RB, carried unanimously.
6.18
Verge Cleaning  The road closure has not happened yet.


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.
6.19
Roadwork Lights  MKB spoke to HS2 about this.  They blamed road users for trying to jump the lights and causing the problem.


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.

6.20
Newsletter  This went out.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.

7.  FINANCIAL REPORT (21.08)

The monthly financial reports for November were presented.  Internal controls for November were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid. The full list of invoices, both from the agenda and any arriving since, was presented and signed.         
It was reported that there was £23,694.29 in the Treasurer Account and £5,385.00 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following had been paid out during November:

£100.00 to Royal British Legion (S144 – village entertainment)

£11.99 to Hugo Fox (c/o Go Cardless) (General admin – internet costs – pcm subscription)

£104.99 to Microsoft (c/o SC) (General admin – subscription to Office 365)

£36.00 to Land Registry (c/o SC) (General admin – land registry fee)

£99.00 to Curry’s (c/o SC) (Capital expenditure – tablet)

£76.94 to Festive Lights (c/o JB) (Capital expenditure – Christmas lights)
£72.60 to HMRC (General admin – income tax)
£374.25 to SC – (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website) 

The invoice for Festive Lights is now classed as capital expenditure rather than S137 as the lights are to be kept by the PC for the Christmas tree rather than taken by the pop-up pub as decorations.
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – Salary/expenses/allowances/tax – December - £461.72 (LGA 1972 S112)

Elan City – VAS signs - £5,614.78 (Capital expenditure)

Microsoft – (c/o SC) – Office 365 subscription - £104.99 (General admin) - approved under urgent business

Curry’s – (c/o SC) – Samsung tablet - £99.00 (Capital expenditure) – approved under urgent business

Festive Lights – (c/o JB) - Fairy lights - £76.94 (Capital expenditure) – approved under urgent business

One more invoice had arrived since the posting of the agenda and was allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.

Kallkwik – (c/o DB) – Foam signs - £165.00 (S137) – approved under urgent business
Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices.  
8. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (21.19)
There have been no requests for S137.  Invoices had been decided under urgent business.     
Resolved (i) To note the position.    
9.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (21.20)

No activity is reported.  There has been no quarry liaison meeting.  Other matters were discussed.
 Resolved (i) To note the position. 
10.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.25)
JB has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.  Other matters were discussed.            
Resolved (i)   To note the position.                    
11.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.26)
There are no new residents this month.                   

Resolved (i) To note the position.  
12.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.27)
MW.0037/23 – Opes – retrospective for the retention of the concrete batching plant and processing of remaining site derived sand and gravel, including improvements to the processing plant and proposed processing of imported inert waste for use in the concrete batching plant for a temporary period linked to the life of the landfill site until January 6th 2028 – further information submitted

Resolved  (i) MKB is to submit further comments in objection.  (ii)  SC is to forward the email containing the link for submissions to him.
13.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.32)
Correspondence for meeting 

None

Emails printed 

Issues already covered on the agenda

Highways engagement information – see below 
Emails forwarded 

Issues already covered on agenda

OALC October Newsletter – for info 

OALC November Newsletter – for info 

Coalition against Puy de Fou letter – for info 

Age UK Loneliness Initiatives email – for info 

MAPP meeting invite – see below

National Highways and Transport satisfaction survey – see below

Monitoring Officer’s Annual Report – 2024/25 – for info 

CDC Budget consultation – see below

CAB funding request – see below

CDC Local Government reorganisation proposals – for info 
Usual reports – for info 

Resolved (i) SC is to put forward street sign cleaning and foliage obstruction removal for the village.  (ii)  Any councillors can attend.  (iii)  Any councillors can make a submission.  (iv)  Any councillors can make a comment.  (v)  The PC will make a donation of £50, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  
14.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.30)
The Red Lion – MC asks if there is any more news on the attempt to save the pub.  The building is becoming increasingly delapidated.

Precept setting – MKB reminds all that the precept will need to be set at the January meeting.  
HS2 Bridleway proposal – Following the PC’s objection to the re-routing of Bridleway 4 MKB had been visited by HS2 officers.  It was explained to them that the objection was important and valid, and they agreed to make representation about the relocation of the bridge to the original site.
Landowner moving – It has come to the attention of SC that the owner of land in the village is possibly moving away, and that this would mean the PC would be unable to contact them if needed, as has happened in the past.
Resolved  (i)  SC is to ask Tingewick PC if anything is known about the pub site.  (ii)  SC is to circulate the budget after Christmas and all councillors are to consider it closely in order to make the correct decisions in January.  (iii)  To note the position.  (iv)  SC is to write to the resident and request a forwarding address.
15.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (21.52)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday January 6th 2026.  MK apologises.
Meeting closed at 21.53.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 

None
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