AWBRIDGE NDP WORKING GROUP
NOTE OF MEETING ON THURSDAY 17 MARCH


Attenders:  Nick Adams-King, Jo Lees, Gordon Piper, Fred Tucker, Charlotte Wheatstone, James Alexander, David Coggon

Apologies for absence:  Louise Preget, Deon Tucker, Pat Warrener, Bridget Davies 

DC reported that Stephanie Bartlett, Heather Stares and Joan Bundy, who had attended the recent drop-in meeting, had decided that they did not wish to be actively involved in the project.

Election of chair and secretary:  It was agreed that GP would chair the Working Group, with CW as his deputy and DC as secretary. 
 
Recap on NDP process:  NAK briefly reminded the Group of the process that must be followed in completing an NDP, and highlighted the website for the Wellow NDP as a useful exemplar.  He explained that because of his other roles as a District and County Councillor, he should act as an external source of advice to the Working Group rather than as a member.  

Also, he recommended that the Working Group explore the possibility of expert assistance from Sharon Brentnall, who had helped Sherfield English and Wellow with their NDPs.  The Working Group agreed to pursue this.  DC would write to Sharon, asking whether she might be interested in assisting, and if so, would arrange for her to attend the next meeting of the Working Group (probably by TEAMs).  If at that stage, it was agreed that we wished to engage her, we would establish the cost.  Some of that cost could probably be met from sources to which Sharon could apply on our behalf.  For the remainder, we would seek funding via the Parish Council.  

Action:  DC 

Elements to be included in Awbridge NDP: Members were content with the draft structure for the NDP, which had been circulated before the meeting, recognising that research and discussion would be needed to flesh out the document.  To assist that discussion DC would circulate reports from the two surveys that had been carried out previously to inform the NDP. 

Action: DC

The aim should be to identify aspects of the community and its environment that are valued, and which we would like to preserve (e.g. specific green spaces, wildlife corridors), priorities for future development (scale, location, types of property), and other changes to which we aspire in the longer term (e.g. new footpaths, reduced congestion from parking for the school). 

Method of working:   It was agreed that nominated members of the Working Group would lead on different aspects of the NDP, presenting their proposals for discussion by the Group as a whole, before integration into a draft plan.

DC would lead on the collation of background information about the community that will serve as the backdrop to the proposed policies and aspirations that follow.  To help with this, FT would send him a copy of the current welcome pack to the village.

Action DC, FT

JL and LP would lead on green spaces and nature corridors.  This might include designation of some spaces as protected (where the land-owner agreed), or a recommendation that they should remain outside the settlement boundary.  It might also include recommendations regarding tree preservation or planting in relation to new developments.

Action: JL, LP

GP would lead on housing development.  As part of this, we might review sites identified for possible development in the most recent SHELAA, and grade them for suitability.  There is also an option to propose parameters for development within the existing settlement boundary.  We could say that we would prefer smaller houses, or that we would look favourably on proposals to divide larger houses into smaller apartments.  Outside the current settlement boundary, we might give support to re-purposing of existing buildings as residential accommodation, where that was consistent with other aims (e.g. on size of new houses).  In view of recent problems with drainage at several new developments (because of local geology), we might propose more stringent evaluation of proposals for drainage in new planning applications. 

Action: GP

DC would ask PW whether he would take the lead on transport and parking problems in the village, working in collaboration with CW.

Action DC, CW

At this stage, it would be helpful if other members of the Working Group could pass on their thoughts and ideas on these topics to the individuals who are leading on them.

Action:  All members

Once points for inclusion in a draft policy have been agreed, DC will collate them, and then (assuming she is appointed) liaise with Sharon Brentnall about their optimal format, and any additional supporting information that would be helpful.  The outcome of that process would be fed back to the Working Group in an iterative manner, with DC serving as conduit for correspondence.

It was suggested that to protect against possible loss of data, and facilitate group working, documents for the project should be held in cloud storage.  It was agreed that CW would assist the with arrangements for this, liaising with DC.    

Action:  CW, DC

Further publicity:   For reasons beyond the control of the Parish Council, advance publicity about the drop-in meeting earlier in the month had not been as wide as intended, and it was agreed that we should try to ensure that any other residents of the village who wished to contribute to development of the NDP, should have that opportunity.  To that end, DC would send FT a short piece about the project for inclusion in the Awbridge News, he would explore with FT and DT the possibility of a page about the project on the Awbridge website, and would highlight the project at the Annual Parish Assembly in April. 

Action:  DC 

Arrangements for next meeting:  A date for the next meeting would be circulated by DC, once he had established the availability of Sharon Brentnall, and after discussion with the Chair. 

Action:  DC
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