North Gosforth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of North Gosforth Parish Council held on 
 Wednesday 18 October 2023

Present: Councillor   Agnew (Chairman)
              Councillors: Duell, R Farrell, Loftus, Henning, Mears and Spencer. 

In attendance:   I. Humphries       - Clerk

                         
49.   Apologies for absence
           An apology for absence was received from councillors Bernett and O Farrell. 

50.   Issues raised by members of the public/ ward councillor
         There were no issues raised.

51.   Ward Councillor Update
         There were no City councillors present, however a brief report was presented to 
          the meeting.
· Police attendance at Parish Council meetings had been raised with the Chief Constable.
· New trees proposed – Queens Court – Members recalled the residents being opposed to the idea.
· Melbury and Walkworth wood – hedges trimmed overhanging the cycleway; meeting with Consortium postponed and a new date being sought.
· Cars parking on cycle lanes- will be an issue once enforcement starts.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]4000 spring bulbs to be planted in Parklands ward – some in central reservation north and south of Polwarth Drive, and Glamis to Newlands.
· Foodbank initiative – volunteers required.
· Vaccination programme commenced.
· Speed-watch raised with Chief Constable.
· City Ward boundary Review commenced.
· Public meeting at daft as a brush on 25 October – topics include recycling and Kenton Foodbank.


52.    Minutes
         The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 20 September 2023    
         were confirmed as a correct record.

53.   Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting 
· Members noted that the Litter Picker volunteers in Walkworth Wood declined any help from the Parish Council.
· Work to Chapel Close trees had been done. Members acknowledged the grass cutting had improved.



54. Police Matters
· There had been a prompt response to reports of youth disorder outside the Community Centre.
· Children had been seen playing on the bus shelter.
· Speed-watch – the Chair had not heard any more about his volunteering role with the scheme.


55. Correspondence
· A request to include notice of events hosted by the Scout Hut in the Notice Boards was received. Members were of the opinion that there was insufficient room to accommodate such requests and suggested the Community Centre and Church Notice Boards.
· A request to provide a seat in the Bus Shelter was declined in line with previous consideration, as it would attract youths to mis-use the shelter.

56.  Vacancy
       Following receipt of an expression of interest from Ms D Rawling, it was:

            Resolved: To co-opt Donna Rawling to the Parish Council for the remainder 
                              of the current term of office.


57. Financial Matters
Members approved the following payments,                                                                                                             
                                                                £
· Clerk (SO)                                              320.00
· Robertson (SO)                                      464.42
· HMRC (Oct)                                            80.00
· Robertson shortfall                                  55.73
· Room Hire                                               15.60
                                                  
58. Planning Matters
Applications in respect of the following properties were considered –
9 Beech Close TPO              – no objection
Newcastle Racecourse TPO – no objection
23 Houghton Way Extension – no objection
           

59. Matters raised by Members
· Community Centre Autumn fair had been well supported raising over £1500.
· Work to the Care Home was progressing well.
· The new steps into Coppers was a problem. It was hoped it was a short term item to assist in refurbishment work being carried out. 
· The cycle lane at Brunton Lane should have direction arrows on each side.
· The wall at Gosforth Park required work to prevent its collapse.
· Car theft had been reported on Melbury
· Greenfield Road planted area maintenance – new shears were required for the volunteer.
· New plants were required for the planters on Melton Park.





Date of Next Meeting
Wednesday 15 November 2023

