                                                                 TONG PARISH COUNCIL
              Minutes of the meeting held on 12th January 2026 at the Village Hall at 7pm 
Present:  Cllrs John Moore (Chair), David Williams, Mark Weston, Helen Rutter, Suzanne Johnson
In Attendance:  Anne Fletcher. 
Anne was experienced in the role of Clerk and had come to observe the meeting and meet the Councillors with a view to taking over from Mrs Silver who wished to retire.
Apologies were received from Cllrs Paul Fisher and Helen Owen. 
1. Cllr Weston declared a ‘neighboring property’ interest in discussions on Meashill Farm 7(i) and the  Offoxey Rd planning proposal 7(ii)
2. Public Time- the  directional signs on the A41 and the light on the corner although scheduled in ‘Fix My Street’ had still not been actioned. Lines at Tong Norton cross-roads however had been. Clerk to try and move fprward.
3.  The minutes of the meeting held on  29th  September 2025 were approved and signed.
4.  There were no Matters Arising 
5. HGV Parking : 
Despite requests  and individual pricing research by the Chairman  and Elizabeth Barker  it was clear that David Gradwell was not prepared to commit to  a  final accurate figure for the  work.  An £800 license fee applied even if we sourced our own materials.  
With no ceiling on the figure John Moore said we should be wary of committing                                           slender Parish resources   when the problem might not be seen as a  priority for all residents. He intended to speak to Darren Owen who had kindly offered to spearhead private fundraising. A decision was deferred .                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
6..Correspondence : MP Mark Pritchard had arranged a closed meeting with the  W.Mercia Police Chief Constable and the Police and Crime Commissioner  on rural crime. Delegates were chosen.
7   (i.)  Meashill Farm: S.Council had no knowledge of planning applications for outbuildings.   As they were currently being advertised a watching brief would be kept to prevent a second Tong Hill situation.
(ii).Planning Application: 25/04814/FUL House on the Hill, Offoxey Rd. New detached dormer  bungalow for expansion of the Day Nursery  which had a good reputation.  However,  a new-build in the Green Belt was contrary to Planning Policy and could not be supported.
Local Plan -it was anticipated it be re-started  in August. The review of the Green Belt was in progress as was the process to call for sites. The Combined Black Country Authority has been disbanded-they had found enough brownfield sites to meet their needs. Shropshire Councillors Ben Jephcott and David Walker held the Portfolio for Planning and were more approachable and ready to listen which bode well.                     
8. Precept 2026/7   A 5% increase was agreed to cover administration. A request would be made for £5,167 
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9. Accounts  Mowing  £195           Hire of Hall (Jan.)  £25
Clerk’s Salary, Office Allowance and Expenses     £1170.32
S. Council, May Elections     £125


10. Date of next meeting
Mon. 18th May 2026 at 7pm- the Annual Parish and Annual Parish Council meetings 

11. Supplementary to the Agenda 
A meeting would be arranged between Anne Fletcher and  the present Clerk to explain the role  in detail.  A Contract of Employment would be prepared for agreement.  The Chairman and Councillors would  formalize an offer of the position for a handover by May.
 
Cllr Mark Weston was shown on Shropshire Council’s pubic website as a Tong Parish Councillor but despite efforts on both sides was unable to complete the Register of Interests due to some technical issue the providers had been unable to solve,




Signed:


Date:
