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Love! by Nick White



We welcome your input and comments please email me at editorialslf@outlook.com

Free tickets for 
the Faversham 
Literary Festival. 

An exclusive 
opportunity from your 
FOCUS magazine.

Enter now into the 
FREE DRAW for 2 
tickets to see Sir 

Michael Morpurgo at the Faversham 
Literary Festival on Thursday 26th

February; 5-6pm at St Mary of Charity, 
Faversham.

TO ENTER INTO THE DRAW, SIMPLY 
EMAIL YOUR NAME AND CONTACT 
NUMBER TO THE EDITOR AT 
editorialslf@outlook.com or send a 
text with your name to 07714 311008.

The winner will be selected at random 
and will be notifi ed direct. More details 
inside.

Volume 33 Edition 2 (February 2026)

Circulation 2,300 to Lenham Village (plus shops, library, 
pubs etc.), Lenham Heath, Platts Heath, Sandway, West 
Street, Woodside Green, Warren Street and to various 
Harrietsham, Grafty Green and Boughton Malherbe outlets.
Copy Deadline:

By 1st of the preceding month to editorialslf@outlook.

com or by phone/text on 07714 311008. Photos of the 
village and local events are welcome. 
Published by Lenham Focus
The Lenham Focus is published by Lenham Focus, a 
Company Limited by Guarantee, Reg No. 10870314. 
Opinions expressed are those of the contributors, not the 
publishers; the publishers accept no responsibility for any 
errors or omissions; the publication of advertisements does 
not constitute an endorsement. 
Authors of articles and advertisements are responsible for 
obtaining all necessary permissions. The Focus may forward 
comments or complaints directly to an author of any article 
and seek a response. Readers have the opportunity to a 
‘right of reply’ in the Focus provided they are fully identifi ed.

Editorial
FEBRUARY 2026

We bring you news of a great search-
and-rescue service for lost dogs (and 
other animals) – and it’s entirely FREE. 
The UK-wide service called Drone SAR 
for Lost Dogs relies on volunteer drone 
operators who use their skills in tracking 
down, rescuing and returning the lost 
animals to their homes. The service has 
been recognised with several prestigious 
awards, including winning the Animal Star 
Award of 2025.

Also, inside this month’s edition you can 
read about Panattoni, the largest logistics 
developer in Europe, who have acquired 
the old ‘Marley’ site in Lenham and hope 
to turn this into a huge plant of up to 1 
million square feet of modern warehousing 
for industrial businesses. Talks with local 
agencies and stakeholders have already 
begun and we can expect to see major 
changes in the coming year.

David Jackson I Editor

FOCUS is also online at 

www.lenhamparish.org.uk 

(Click on ‘Lenham Focus’)

Advertising Rates and Sizes (H x W) 

(approx including borders). PDF format 
(300dpi) preferred.
1/8 Page (45x61mm) Landscape £13
1/4 Page (92x61mm) Portrait £21
1/2 Page (92x123mm) Landscape £38
Full Page (185x123mm) Portrait £69
Special requests/inserted leafl ets POA

Editorial and Advertising: David Jackson

editorialslf@outlook.com or 07714 311008
Finance: Sue Summers

lenhamfocusinvoices@gmail.com
Proofi ng: Jayne Hewish

Director and Special Interests: 

Danny Coorsh

Distribution: Jon Snepp 07971 249137
Designed & Printed by: fuzzmedia.co.uk



WHAT’S ON

Here’s a quick look at the events around 
Lenham in the coming month. There may 
be more information inside……

Got an event you’d like included next 
month? Send an email to the Editor.

•  Saturday 31st January 12 noon:
Charing Races. Venue: Charing Hill 
(A20). Cost: £15 pp, under 16’s free. 
Cash on the day or tickets from: 
hubblesfarm@hotmail.com

•  Saturday 31st January 8:30pm:
Dirty Dancing/Grease tribute show and 
DJ. Venue: The Wishful Thinker. 
Cost: £25 includes show and 3-course 
set menu. Book at Elitepubs.com

•  Friday 6th February 8pm: Karaoke. 
Venue: Lenham Social Club. Free entry, 
all welcome.

•  Sunday 8th to Thursday 19th February 
(excluding 13th & 14th): Valentines 
promotion. Book outside hot-tub room 
and get £60 off  dinner for two + free 
cocktails. Venue: Who’d A Thought It.

•  Wednesday 11th February at 2pm for 
2:30pm: Art Society Egerton: ‘Ancient 
Egypt at the British Museum’. 
Venue: Millennium Hall, Egerton. 
Cost: Members free, Visitors £8.

•  Friday 13th February at 7pm for 
7:30pm: Lenham Film Club: ‘The Roses’. 
Venue: Community Centre. Cost: Adults 
£5, Under 16’s £2.

•  Saturday 14th February: Bingo. Venue:
Lenham Social Club. Members only.

•  Saturday 14th February: Valentines 
3-course menu. Venue: Who’d A thought 
it. Cost: £125 per couple.

•  Tuesday 17th February: Quiz night.  
Venue: The Red Lion Pub. 
Cost: £1.50 per person.

•  Thursday 19th February at 1:30pm-
3:00pm: Hi Kent Hearing aids service. 
Venue: Community Centre. Cost: Free

•  Friday 20th February – Sunday 1st

March: Faversham Literary Festival. 
Talks, workshops, family and children’s 
events. See inside for details and at: 
www.favershamliteraryfestival.org  

•  Thursday 26th February at 7pm for 
7:30pm: Lenham Heritage – Happy 
Birthday Jane Austen. Venue:
Community Centre. Cost: £5 non-
members. Members and children FREE.

•  Friday 27th February at  6pm for 
6:30pm: Lenham Film Club: ‘Somewhere 
in England’. Venue: Community Centre. 
Cost: Free entry – donation to fi lmmaker 
appreciated.
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Free tickets for the Faversham 
Literary Festival

An exclusive opportunity from your FOCUS magazine

Enter now into the FREE DRAW 
for 2 tickets to see Sir Michael 

Morpurgo at the Faversham 
Festival on Thursday 26th

February; 5-6pm at St Mary 
of Charity, Faversham.

How to enter the draw 
Simply email your name and 
contact number to the editor at 
editorialslf@outlook.com or send
a text to 07714 311008.

ENTRIES MUST BE MADE 
BY 16TH FEBRUARY. 
The winner will be selected at random 
and will be notifi ed direct.

World famous 
Sir Michael 
Morpurgo

is appearing at the 
Faversham Festival 
this month. He is an 
English book author, 
poet, playwright, and 
librettist best known 
for children’s novels 

such as War Horse (1982). His work is 
noted for its “magical storytelling’’. He 
has thirty books on the HarperCollins 
list and has sold more than 35 million 
books worldwide. Sir Michael was the 
third Children’s Laureate, from 2003 to 
2005, and is President of BookTrust, a 
children’s reading charity. A Fellow of 
the Royal Society of Literature, he was 
made a Knight Bachelor in the 2018 New 

Year Honours for services to literature and 
charity.
War Horse has been adapted as a radio 
broadcast and as a stage play by Nick 
Staff ord, premiering at the National 
Theatre, London, on 17 October 2007. 
The horses were played by life-sized 
horse puppets. It won two Olivier Awards 
in 2007 and closed in the West End after 
eight years, having been seen by 2.7 
million people in London and 7 million 
worldwide at the time. It was the most 
successful production of the National 
Theatre ever. 
In 1976, he and his wife Clare established 
the charity Farms for City Children with 
the primary aim of providing children from 
inner city areas with experience of the 
countryside. 
The programme involves the children 
spending a week at a countryside farm, 
during which they take part in purposeful 
farmyard work. About 85,000 children 
have taken part in the scheme since it 
was set up.

Competition
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Drone SAR for Lost Dogs, UK
Graham’s article follows:

Drone SAR for Lost Dogs UK, was 
created on 22nd July 2017 by founder 
Graham Burton. 

The group is a FaceBook group 
with over 120,000 members and 
consisting of over 8,000 volunteer 

drone pilots and ground searchers 
covering the whole of the UK and Ireland.  
We are a COMPLETELY FREE SERVICE. 
The volunteer army is growing each 
day. Although we are a free service, 
we do receive donations from happy 
owners who we have helped. 100% of all 
funds raised go directly to purchasing 
equipment to help reunite missing dogs - 
thermal drones, thermal scopes, trapping 
equipment and ring doorbell cameras 
kits. We know fi rst-hand that Drone 
SAR equipment can be vital in helping 
reunite dogs with their families. Drones 
are used as eyes in the sky which can 
spot a missing dog from a great distance, 
covering a larger area in a lot less time 
than could be by people on the ground. 
They can also see dogs in areas which 
would be impossible for anybody on the 
ground to reach, like a ledge on a cliff  
face.

Since the very beginning, we have 
always had a large fl ow of requests for 
help coming onto the group and we 
currently receive around 30 requests 
a day. We are now the largest search 
and rescue organisation of its type in 
the UK and, along with other amazing 
groups we work with, have helped to 
reunite over 7,000 missing dogs, horses, 
ponies, cows, sheep, goats, tortoises 
and other exotic animals.
We have also recently created another 
group based on the Isle of Wight; Drone 
SAR For Lost Dogs IOW, which also 
has a large volunteers force. Again 
everything is done on a voluntary basis 
and free of charge.
We have won a number of awards, the 
fi rst being the Prime Minister’s (Boris 
Johnson’s) Point of Light Award in 2021. 
We then received the International Fund 
For Animal Welfare Animal Action Award 
in 2022 and were Highly Commended in 
the Animal Star Awards 2022, winning 
this award in 2025.
To get help if your dog (or other animal) 
is lost, join our Facebook group ‘Drone 
SAR For Lost Dogs UK’ or visit 
www.dronesar.org.uk. 
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The Roses

at Lenham Community Centre, Groom Way

Somewhere in 

England
Friday FEBRUARY 27th

Performance begins 18.30, 

doors open 18.00

Running time: 1 hr 18 mins
Director: Sheila Daniels

We have a special screening later 
in February – we’re proud to show 
Somewhere in England, an original 
British musical promoting the work of 
Gordon Caleb, a mostly unknown and 
unrecognised late British composer.

The fi lm is a salute to both the great 
Hollywood musicals and classic British 
cinema of the 1940s and 50s. We step 
back in time to the summer of 1943, 
with the arrival of a US army unit and its 
impact on the lives of a small community 
in rural England. Entirely shot in 
Bethersden, the fi lm presents 19 stand-
alone songs as a visual album, in a black 

 lenhamfi lmclub@gmail.com  www.lenhamfi lmclub.org @lenhamfi lmclub

and white format, with contemporary 
styling. The eclectic cast is made up of 
professional performers from London 
and talent from the local area, some of 
whom will be present at the screening 
along with the producer/director, Sheila 
Daniels. The performance is at the earlier 
time of 18.30, do come along and see this 
original British fi lm. 

Free entry, donation to fi lmmaker 
funding much appreciated.

For our March fi lm, on Friday 13th, we 
again make a visit to Downton Abbey 
for the evening. In Downton Abbey: 
The Grand Finale (PG, 2025) there are 
changes afoot as the Crawleys face 
uncertain times in the 1930s.      

The Lenham Film Club team recently 
were very pleased to be able to present 
a cheque for £500 to Lenham Nursery 
School. The funds were raised at a 
charity performance we held last year in 
honour of our late Treasurer Ian George.  

Please get in touch for more information 
or to join our mailing list. 

Friday FEBRUARY 13th  

Performance begins 19.30, 

doors open 19.00

Running time: 1 hr 45 mins
Director: Jay Roach

We have a bumper month for you with 
two fi lms to see. The fi rst is on Friday 
13th. An unlucky day? Not if you’ve 
come to see The Roses (15, 2025) for 

an evening of brilliant dark comedy 
with two magnifi cent actors. Benedict 
Cumberbatch plays Theo who is married 
to Ivy, played by Olivia Colman. It seems 
a perfect marriage, with two successful 
professionals, great children, good 
social life. What more could they want? 
Nothing – or so it appears. When Theo’s 
business life ends with a bang however, 
the situation abruptly changes and the 
tinderbox of their marriage explodes. And 
what happens then.... well, come along 
and fi nd out. Trouble is defi nitely brewing 
for the Roses!

Admission: Adults £5, under 16s £2; 
cash only, card payments not accepted.



Lenham Community Centre 

GGroomm Way,, Lenhamm ME17 2QT

@LenhamFilmClub

www.lenhamfilmclub.org

lenhamfilmclub@gmail.com

Somewhere in England
Friday 27th February

Free entry, donation to filmmaker funding appreciated

Doors open 18:00, performance begins 18:30

SPECIAL SCREENING
An original musical set during WWII, 

filmed in Bethersden and featuring the 
music of composer Gorden Caleb
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Strengthen your body; 
fi nd Inner Peace.

Tai Chi class at 
Lenham Community Centre. 
Wednesdays 5.30-6.30pm. 

All welcome.

Classes also available in Maidstone.
Workshops and private tuition also 

available in my Studio in Biddenden.
For more information contact 
Theresa 07734 108683 

telisataichi@gmail.com
www.telisataichi.co.uk

Contact Stephen Donnelly on
07739 514350 or 01892 579937
website: sjd-projects.com  
email: steve@sjd-projects.com

For regular updates, visit us at
      twitter.com/projects

WE ARE ALWAYS ON THE LOOKOUT FOR LAND AND PROPERTY WITH DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL

Many of our clients retain our services and, in the majority of
cases, pay our fees saving property owners significant costs.

Commercial buildings for residential conversion, former public houses, redundant 
buildings for redevelopment, buildings for conversion or replacement, houses 
for improvement, large sites on the edge of town, barn conversions, large 
gardens in residential areas and major regeneration projects.

PLOT OR NOT? If you think your land or property has development potential,
why not give us a call without obligation and in confidence.
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Lenham Fire Station

Watch Manager Bruce Matthews 
retired from Kent Fire and 
Rescue service on the 31st

December 2025 after over 50 years’ 
service at Lenham.

Bruce is a local boy who joined Kent Fire 
Brigade on the 11th February 1974 as a 
Junior Fireman. Junior Firemen were boys 
over the age of 16 who were able to attend 
drill nights to learn the skills needed to 
become a fi reman. This included knots 
and lines, running out hoses, ladder 
work, pump operating, fi rst aid and 
familiarisation with equipment carried out 
on the fi re appliance.  

Reaching the age of 18 Bruce was able to 
‘go on the run’. This was when the siren 
sounded and the old GPO bell would go 
off  in the house.

Throughout his time he continued to 
improve his skills and gained more 
qualifi cations e.g. breathing apparatus 
wearer, LGV licence and junior offi  cer 
qualifi cations. The incidents Bruce would 
have attended were varied, including 
chimneys fi res, house fi res, car fi res, 
industrial fi res and road traffi  c accidents.  
He also attended several farm incidents 
including corn fi eld fi res.  

He was promoted to Leading Fireman 
and subsequently to Watch Manager at 
Lenham. Kent Fire Brigade changed to 
Kent Fire and Rescue Service in October 
2003 and took on a wider range of 
incidents.

Bruce also took part in supporting the Fire 
Service National Benevolent Fund with 
numerous fundraising events. As you might 
expect, there was an element of high spirits 
and practical joking.

Over this length of service, Bruce has 
responded to a range of incidents of which 
there are too many to list. Having worked 
with Bruce over the years we have attended 
some incidents that were diffi  cult, some 
very moving and most very rewarding.

We would like to congratulate Bruce 
for his outstanding commitment to 
the Service and the community. This 
gratitude should also extend to his 
family who have missed out on many 
things over the years. Thank you Bruce!

From friends and colleagues of 
Lenham Fire Station.

Thank youfor your Service Bruce

Over



Visit our showroom:
Let us help enhance your home, visit 
our new bespoke showroom which 
displays some of our top quality Home 
Improvement products. We can help you 
decide what would be best for your home, 
or come along and try out the products 
without feeling pressured.

Opening Hours:
Monday to Thursday: 9am to 5pm

Friday: 9am to 4pm
Saturday: By appointment only

KSE Home Improvements 4 Ashmill Business Park, 
Ashford Road (A20) Lenham ME17 2GQ. Tel: 01622 851400 email: info@ksehome.uk

Quality installers of aluminium bi-fold & 
sliding doors, roof lanterns, PVC & sliding sash 
windows & composite doors throughout Kent
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Mercure Maidstone Great Danes Hotel, Ashford Road, Hollingbourne, Kent, ME171RE

  mercuremaidstone.co.uk  |  01622 528565

 events@mercuremaidstone.co.uk

Looking for a venue for your  
next meeting or event?

Contact a member of the team to explore our tailored package options and  
start planning your next event.

G R E A T  V A L U E  P A C K A G E S

 Award Ceremonies

 Birthday Parties

 Charity Fundraisers

 Christmas Parties

 Family Occasions

 Meetings & Conferences

 Summer BBQ Events

 Team Building Events

 Anniversary Celebrations

 Exhibitions

 Weddings

 Masonic Events

 School Proms

 Networking Events

 Accommodation Offers

Christmas
PARTY NIGHTS FROM 
£19.99 PER PERSON

Celebrate the festive season at our 
venue, whether it’s with colleagues, 

friends, or family, we’ve got the ultimate 
Christmas party for you!

Happy hour 
DAILY FROM 4PM TO 5PM 

AT THE BRASSERIE

relaxed and friendly setting.
T&C’s: Not valid with other discounts or 

promotions.

Weddings
YOUR
WAY

It’s your big day, which is why we’ll work 
with you to ensure your day surpasses 

your expectations. Your celebrations can 

timings to the food.

Sunday Carvery
FROM £19.95
PER PERSON

Indulge in a Sunday tradition like no 
other at Mercure Maidstone’s renowned 
carvery experience. 

of every month: 12pm - 3pm.

Dip & Dine
£25 PER
PERSON

Relax and refuel with this exclusive 
leisure & lunch, experience.
Available daily 11am - 5pm.

FROM £18.95
PER PERSON

friends in a warm, welcoming 
atmosphere.

20%

Meeting Packages
FROM £33

PER PERSON

from £25 per hour.

Events
HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT 
AT MERCURE MAIDSTONE

Entertain within one of our private 
dining rooms, bars, and banqueting 

areas, where our dedicated events team 
will meticulously handle every detail.

M A I D S T O N E  G R E A T  D A N E S  H O T E L



SATURDAY 31st january

book your table at elitepubs.com
music STARTS 8.30PM | tickets: £25*

*ticket includes show & dj. 3 course set menu avaialble on the night!
bedroom packages available

THE WISHFUL THINKER

tribute night

a brilliant night bringing both movies back to life!

TTHE WISSHFUL THINKER

tribbbuuttte night
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Panattoni UK comes to Lenham

Panattoni, Europe’s largest logistics 
developer, has acquired the Marley 
site off  the A20 at Lenham.

Panattoni have some 69 offi  ces around 
the globe and have developed over 
650 million square feet of new-build 
space. With an impressive client list 
exceeding 2,500 international and regional 
companies, Panattoni claim to have an 
unrivalled access to capital markets and 
a best-in-class track record of delivering 
development at speed whilst exceeding 
their client expectations.

Most of the businesses based at the 
old Marley site closed from June to 
September 2025 with only a handful of 
residue companies still operating there. 
From January 2026, when Panattoni 
took vacant possession, survey work 
has begun to consider redevelopment of 
the site before planning applications are 
submitted. 

Future plans include the fi rm intention to 
hold stakeholder-engagement meetings 
and public consultation in modelling a 
masterplan of large, modern warehousing 
of the best quality suitable for light and 
general industrial businesses, with up to 
possibly 1 million square feet of available 
warehouse space.

There will be a wide range of employment 
opportunities as the scheme comes to 
fruition covering light industrial jobs, 
clerical work and IT specialisms.

Development Director David McGougan is 
determined to ensure open consultation 
and will ensure that Lenham residents 
are kept fully up-to-date as the planning 
process proceeds. 

Your FOCUS magazine will bring you 
regular updates as plans from this 
exciting new employer develop.

Panattoni’s ethos: In a constantly changing world, 
time, more than ever, is of the essence

We are adapting to innovation, harnessing technology, embracing sustainability and 
shifting mindsets so we can build momentum for the right kind of growth.

We build quality and precision into everything we do whilst delivering at scale.

Building space for businesses to thrive, where they need it and when they need it, 
ensuring they are evolving for the economy of today and tomorrow. We’re building 
opportunities for the world’s brightest businesses.
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Auctioneers of the rare, the collectible and the exceptional

The Canterbury Auction Galleries
F I N E  A R T  A U C T I O N E E R S  S I N C E  1 9 1 1

13th & 14th  
February

Consignment deadline  
19th December 2025

10th & 11th 
April

Consignment deadline  
6th March

5th & 6th 
June

Consignment deadline  
1st May

31st July &  
1st August

Consignment deadline  
26th June

2nd & 3rd 
October

Consignment deadline  
28th August

27th & 28th 
November

Consignment deadline  
23rd October

2 0 2 6  A U C T I O N  D A T E S

Have something to sell?
From watches, jewellery, cameras, art and antiques to 20th Century collectibles,  

we have a strong track record in achieving international saleroom prices. 

Contact us today for a free valuation:
Telephone 01227 763337  Email general@tcag.co.uk  Visit thecanterburyauctiongalleries.com
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An exciting new development in 
Lenham - Offering a a range of 1-5 
bedroom homes, ideal for first time 
buyers, growing families,  
and downsizers.

FIND YOUR DREAM HOME 
at Morella Woods, Lenham

MORELLA 
WOODS

Off Old Ham Lane 
ME17 2LR

01622 534 491 

Scan me

Show 
homes 
open!
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MoreŲ a Woods 
The latest development project in Lenham

Brendan Evans, the regional 
Managing Director for Vistry Kent 
(Countryside), says: ‘You already 

know the charm of living in this beautiful 
part of the countryside – but what if you 
could experience it in a home designed for 
modern living? Morella Woods is an exciting 
new development in Lenham – off ering a 
range of 1-5 bedroom homes that combine 
rural tranquillity with modern comfort. 
Whether you’re a fi rst time buyer, growing 
family or looking to downsize, you’ll fi nd 
a home designed to fi t your lifestyle at 
Morella Woods.’
He continues: ‘Enjoy the best of both 
worlds at Morella Woods. A thoughtfully 
planned development combining the 
peace and beauty of rural surroundings, 
with the comfort and style of modern 
homes. Imagine open-plan spaces 
fi lled with natural light, energy effi  cient 
features that help reduce bills, and elegant 
fi nishes that make every day feel special. 
Perfectly positioned for those who value 
convenience. With local shops, schools and 
transport links just minutes away, you can 
enjoy countryside living without sacrifi cing 
accessibility.
We know moving can feel a struggle, so 
we have a range of purchase assistance 
schemes and incentives available to help 

make your dream a reality. To make things 
even better if you reserve by 31st March, we’ll 
contribute 5% towards your deposit* to help 
you mover sooner than you think!  Our sales 
team will guide you through every step of 
the way, ensuring the process is smooth and 
stress-free.
Step inside and see for yourself – our 
stunning 4 bedroom show homes are now 
open, giving you the chance to experience 
the space, style, and comfort of life at 
Morella Woods. 
Walk through, explore every detail, and start 
picturing how your dream home could look 
and feel.  Experience the quality and fi nish 
up close – there’s no better way to fi nd your 
future home.
At Countryside we pride ourselves on 
creating places where people love to live, 
with sustainable communities built to last. 
We’re committed to providing quality homes 
and creating the best experience for our 
customers through excellent service.
Your new home awaits! Book your visit today 
and start your home buying journey. Call us 
on 01622 534 491. Find us off  Old Ham Lane, 
ME17 2LR. See also our advert in this issue 
of FOCUS.’

*T&Cs apply – please speak to a Sales Consultant for further details.
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As ever, if there is 
anything I can do to help 

you please contact me.

Helen Whately – MP

An update from your local MP, 
Helen Whately

We are fortunate in Maidstone to 
have access to some of the best 
healthcare in the country. The 

Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells NHS Trust 
(which includes Maidstone Hospital) was 
ranked in the top 10 UK hospitals and has 
one of the best Cancer and Stroke units in 
the country.
Back in September I attended the offi  cial 
opening of a new unit at the Community 
Diagnostic Centre in Maidstone (see 
photo). The Hounsfi eld Unit houses state-
of the-art CT and MRI scanning equipment 
and phlebotomy services. It’s the second 
building to be opened at the West Kent 
Community Diagnostic Centre, opposite 
Maidstone Hospital.
Community Diagnostic Centres (CDC) 
were set up under the last Government to 
provide medical tests, checks and scans 
to help bring down NHS waiting lists after 
the pandemic. The standalone location 
away from the hospital means they focus 
on people having planned care (rather 
than turning up in an emergency). That 
helps reduce waiting times and gives 
people a quicker diagnosis. It also has the 
advantage of easier parking and no need 
to fi nd your way around a large hospital 
site which can often be confusing to 
navigate.
The last Government invested £2.3bn in 
160 CDCs which was the largest central 
cash investment in scanning capacity in 
the history of the NHS. Since it opened 
just 2 years ago, the Franklin Unit in 

Maidstone has performed over 200,000 
tests. I am delighted that the current 
Government has recognised the success 
of CDCs and is continuing to invest in 
them.
People in Maidstone still don’t have 
access to a walk-in health facility like the 
Faversham Urgent Treatment Centre or a 
minor injuries unit. This means if people 
are unable to see their doctor they are 
forced to go to A&E. I will continue to 
press for a walk in service.
If you would like updates on this 
campaign, please sign up to my 
newsletter: www.helenwhately.org.
uk/sign-my-newsletter-here or search 
on Google (or similar) “Helen Whately 
newsletter”.
Best wishes,

Helen

e: helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk
t: 0207 219 6472
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CARPET  

 VINYL 

  
 LUXURY VINYL TILES 

 LAMINATE  

  
 ENGINEERED WOOD 

www.masterfloors.co.uk

Telephone: 01233 22 11 66     Mobile: 07974 227690 

Family run business           25 years experience 



The Arts Society Egerton
The Arts Society brings people together 
through a shared curiosity for the arts

To fi nd out more please visit: www.theartssocietyegerton.org.uk or contact our 

Membership Secretary, Christine on cmwillis75@gmail.com or 01233 756377 

WEDNESDAY 11th February at 2.30 pm  (doors open from 2.00pm) 

at Egerton Millennium Hall, Elm Close TN27 9DS

ANCIENT EGYPT AT 

THE BRITISH MUSEUM 

Presented by Vicky Bailey, London 
Blue Badge Guide who has studied 
hieroglyphs and carries out volunteer 

work in the Egyptian department at the 
British Museum.

Visitors are always very welcome at £8 (just 
turn up and pay on the door), refunded if 
you join.

Your local gent is close at hand 
in Our

Looking To Sell or Let Your Property?

01233 713127
saddlersresidential.co.uk
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The Complicated Story of the 
Great River Stour 

It is obvious that Lenham is the starting 
point of the Great Stour, so much 
so that it ought to by right be called 

Stourham. But leanne means lea and 
the leas almost surround the settlement. 
Furthermore, the river used to be called 
the Aesce in Saxon times (pronounced 
Aesh) hence Ashford and Aesham may 
have thought to be confusing. There 
are fi ve main sources; the village pond, a  
hidden source just 200 metres east 
of that, East Lenham Farm, the 
depression north of Mount Castle and 
the complex surrounding Chilston. Most 
people only consider the Glebe pond so I 
will start from there. 

The pond (Source 1) is fed by a massive 
catchment of water held in sticky white 
marl, with the consistency of white putty, 
that is under the Community Centre fi eld. 
It must be the water source for all the 
wells under the square and of the pond.  
I saw it when they were digging Groom 
Way. A few years later, after several dry 
years, the marl was drier and building 
Groom Way houses was made easier. 
So, the amount of water varies - and 
it is diffi  cult to say where the pond 
spread in years gone by – 
old maps indicate it was 
right up to the church.

When the Community 
Centre was built, Lenham 
Archaeological Society 
was formed too and, on 
investigating the fi eld, they 
found a tanged arrowhead, a 
Thurrock type Iron Age coin, 

Roman pottery, a Saxon strap end and 
an early medieval seal. This seal seemed 
important and I lodged it in Maidstone 
Museum for safe keeping with the distant 
hope that one day we might have it on 
display in our very own museum! Old 
Gerald Neaves was the fi nder. 

Fast forward nearly 20 years and 
Thames Valley Archaeology 
excavating the Liberty View 
site confi rmed all our fi ndings 
and more. They uncovered 
a Beaker BA burial (but 
with no tanged arrowhead), 
the barrow was fl attened 
and around the perimeter 
were Iron Age and Roman 
funerary urns. They also 

By Lesley Feakes

The Pond source before the houses were built
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found evidence of Mesolithic settlement 
(the fi rst in the UK?) and a 37m Saxon 
Longhouse, one of the biggest in the 
UK and with an important cobbled 
forecourt. How long was this in use? 
Was the seal owned by the Lady living 
there? (See illustration on page 28). 
Her headdress denotes a woman of 
rank; Amoris could have been her 
name. This was obviously the centre of 
Saxon Lenham. 

But there were a lot more features 
discovered in the excavation that 
apparently were not showing on the 
magnetometry. Perhaps it was the 
overburden of the fl attened barrow, 
perhaps of the alluvial soil, but there 
is a lot more there. So Abbey Homes 
claim that they are “not going to 
do anymore archaeology” needs 
challenging, there could be a staggering 
amount and it needs other people to 
say so besides me! 

Looking at the Magnetometry of 
the fi eld I can see faint striations, 
indications of water fl ow (source 2). The 
last house to be built was plagued by 
underground water so much so that a 
second Lenham pond had to be dug 
across the road. Older Lenhamites 
can remember a dip, traces of a 
watercourse on that edge of the fi eld. I 
can see faint outlines also of a square 
structure. Magnetometry does not 
show walls only ditches – so is it a 
Roman shrine? It was so strange that 
no structures were found around our 
pond as major springs were celebrated 
places, so is this the more important 
spring in Bronze Age times? Was it fi lled 
in for some reason? I would guess ‘yes 
it was’, as the Mag. shows overburden 
of soil from squashed barrows. I would 
guess that in 16th – 17th century the 
barrows were squashed to try and curb 
the volume of water rushing out from 
the Stour to protect the watercress 

beds (the name means strong or fi erce 
fl owing). There is another clue showing 
on Google Earth if you look on the years 
2011 and 1940 (click on the clock), 
fl ow marks can be seen in Fanum fi eld 
south of Sutton fi eld (the boat shaped 
fi eld with the Stour bisecting it.) The 
Stour was an “instant“ river, wide at its 
very beginning (there is a name for it 
that I cannot remember.) Fanum fi eld, 
meaning temple fi eld, shows the eff ects 
of the washouts. It is littered with large 
chestnut-coloured fl ints typical of water 
discoloration and topsoil is missing. 

Lenham’s importance is seriously 
underestimated, for the volume of water 
in the Stour, and its previous importance 
in shipping has been forgotten. 
Connected to the water is watercress 
and investigation of Stumbles fi eld 
gives the conclusion that that was an 
integral part in Lenham’s productivity 
even from Roman times. Throughout the 
surrounding farmland chalk drains have 
been encountered and their exact age 
has never been dated. 

The next important Stour source (No. 
3) is the lake at East Lenham Farm, 
maintained very well by the Barr family.  
It fl ows to the position of the Bone Mill 
and also through Mill Wood then under 
the railway to the sewage works. Leaving 
the sewage works it is joined by another 
stream equal in size (or near enough) 
coming from a triple spring from the 
north. It is this Stour source that intrigues 
me because it is so forgotten yet so 
important (No. 4.) Why is it not even 
marked as a spring on the map? MBC 
seem to think they can destroy the area 
by building a railway station – we shall 
see! They may have made grave error in 
their presumption!

As for Number 5 of the Stour springs, 
that of Chilston, I will explain in a further 
article. 



30

Independent vets in Charing

Olive Tree Veterinary Surgery 

Your pets, our passion

Taking new registrations NOW

01233 223400

info@olivetreevets.com

www.olivetreevets.com

MOWER PLANT SERVICES LTD.

 

www.mowerplantservices.co.uk

SSunpatchh Farm,, Headcornn Rd, 

SSmarden,, TN277 8PJ 

TTel:: 016222 890046 

 

SSales,, Service,, Repairss && Parts 
Main Dealers for Honda,

Mountfield, Stiga & Husqvarna 

Open Mon-Fri 8.30am – 5.30pm
Sat 8.30am – 1pm
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In February we will be continuing to 
put together the quilt blocks started in 
January. We will discuss how we can 

build them into a quilt or how we could 
use them to make something smaller.
I hope you will come and join us and 
try your hand at something new or just 
enjoy the company, have a chat and 
a cup of tea. It’s an enjoyable way to 
spend an afternoon.

Our meetings are on the fi rst and third Tuesdays of every month except December, 

we’d love to see you. We meet in the Osborne room in the Lenham Community 

Centre 1:30 to 4:30pm. Sometimes we move location, please contact me, Pamela 

Gillard at 07914 809946 or email moonbeamspinner@gmail.com if you plan to drop 

in, for more information on the group or a copy of our 2026 programme.

Countryways Quilters
and StitchersFrom Pamela Gillard

NEXT SESSION 19 February (1:30–3pm)   Lenham Community Centre   

DO YOU NEED HELP LINKING YOUR HEARING 

AIDS TO DEVICES AND APPS?

We now have free monthly sessions with a trained volunteer at our Maidstone 
offi  ce who can help you link your hearing aids to your devices and help 
you access useful Apps to make the most of your aids and their functions. 

(Unfortunately, we can’t help with any Apps that involve access to your fi nancial details).  

Contact enquiries@hikent.org.uk or 01622 691151 
for dates and times.
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Book Reviews from the Lenham Library

Ithought I would cover a 
few books I have enjoyed 
in December, starting with 

Introducing Mrs Collins by 
Rachel Parris. The author 
is a well known comedian 
and this is her fi rst novel. 
She is a member of the 
theatre group Austentatious 
which performs Austen 
improvisations. 

This novel takes the 
character of Charlotte Lucas 
from Pride and Prejudice 
who agrees to marry Mr 
Collins after Elizabeth turns 
him down. She knows she is 
trading romance for security 
and goes into the marriage 
determined to make the 
most of her lot whatever her 
friend Elizabeth thinks of 
her. The author manages to 
make Mr Collins into a real 
person for whom we feel 
sympathy; no mean feat. 
There is a lot of Austen style 
humour. Romance does 
arrive for Charlotte and 
causes her much mental 
anguish. I won’t spoil the 
ending for you 

Sharpe’s Storm: Richard 
Sharpe and the invasion 
of southern France, 1813 
by Bernard Cornwell is 
the latest in the series of the 
Sharpe novels. Set during the 
winter of 1813 as Wellington’s 
army pushes into southern 
France, the novel fi ts neatly 
between Sharpe’s Regiment 

and Sharpe’s Siege, and 
once again shows the 
author’s command of 
Napoleonic warfare.  

He describes the battle 
scenes ruthlessly and 
unfl inchingly and also the 
real tactical dilemmas 
of the campaign, from 
constricted river crossings 
to the collapse of pontoon 
bridges.  

I also enjoyed Death in 
Ambush by Susan Gilruth
which is one of the British 
Library Crime Classics 
series and is well worth a 
look. Published originally 
in 1952, it is set in a small 
village where the Sandys 
family is preparing for 
Christmas with their guest 
Lee Crauford.  

A pompous retired judge 
dies suddenly of suspected 
heart failure but the post 
mortem reveals poisoning. 
Suspicion spreads and 
the list of suspects include 

the gardener, the son, a 
mysterious widow and even 
the elegant wife of the judge. 
Lee joins with her old friend 
from Scotland Yard to solve 
the mystery. Wonderful old 
fashioned fun.
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In days past, the 
year was ‘timed’ 
by religious high 

days. The period of 
Christmas lasted 
in the Middle Ages 
until February 2nd 
(Candlemass) and was 
followed by the period 
‘Before Easter’. Rent 
and taxes had to be 
paid on the quarter 
days: Lady Day (Feast 
of the Annunciation) 
March 25, Midsummer 
Day (feast of St. John 
the Baptist) June 
24, Michaelmas Day 
(Feast of St. Michael 
and All Angels) September 29, Christmas 
Day (Feast of Nativity) December 25. 
The fact that the tax year ends in April is 
historically based on these traditions.

Every day in the year was dedicated to 
a saint or martyr. People lived by this 
religious annual cycle and donations to 
the church came in accordingly. It is not 
that dissimilar to what happens today. The 
price reduction in Christmas merchandise 
just before Christmas heralds the end of 
‘Christmas’, when shops gear up for the 
New Year blitz. Most unfortunately, the 
6th January, the Day of the Three Kings 
(Epiphany, a public holiday in many areas 
in Europe), is not observed in Britain. What 
a lost marketing opportunity! No candles 
in the shape of three kings in the shops, 
no ‘myrrh’ incense in British homes. Henry 
VIII and his Reformation, which did away 

Be my Valentine! 
The Joy of Mature Love by Henny Shotter

with all this ‘popish’ 
stuff , have a lot to 
answer for!

However, we do have 
Valentine’s Day (image 
in public domain), 
which off ers a good 
opportunity to spend 
our hard-earned money 
on roses in February.

If you thought that 
only young love can 
speak about love, you 
are wrong! A poem 
by Philip Sydney of 
Penshurst Place, one 
of Queen Elizabeth 
I‘s favourite poets, 

certainly refl ects mature love. It illustrates 
the term “my other half’; perfectly.

Please feel free to replace the ‘he’ with 
‘she’. This love poem is gender-neutral but 
certainly describes the ‘oneness’ many 
couples experience especially in older age. 
Enjoy!

My true-love hath my heart and I have his,
By just exchange one for the other given: 
I hold his dear, and mine he cannot miss; 
There never was a bargain better driven. 
His heart in me keeps me and him in one;

My heart in him his thoughts 
and senses guides: 

He loves my heart, for once it was his own;
I cherish his because in me it bides…..

My true love hath my heart and I have his.

34



Happy Birthday JANE AUSTEN
An illustrated talk by Kerstin Müller for Lenham Heritage

Thursday February 26th

@ Lenham Community Centre

12 Groom Way, Lenham ME17 2QT 

Doors Open at 7pm, 
Talk commences at 7.30pm

Entrance: £5.00 non-members, Free-members/children
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Thorneloe & Co.
Solicitors

Based in Lenham, we are an independent family practice providing a 
friendly, high quality, personal service tailored to your specific needs.

For you and your family….. For you and your business….
Wills, Probate and Tax Planning Agriculture
Trusts and Estate Administration
Lasting Powers of Attorney

Commercial Property
Buying or Selling a Business

Family Law and Employment Law Business Contracts / Finance
Buying and Selling Your Home Employment Law
Court of Protection
Dispute Resolution / Property 
Litigation
Personal Injury

Dispute Resolution / Property 
Litigation

01622 859 416
Lenham@Hallettandco.co.uk www.thorneloe.co.uk

St Mary’s House The Square Lenham Kent ME17 2PH
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority Registered Number 50485

Thorneloe&Co
Solicitors

Now part of Hallett & Co

www.hallettandco.co.uk



36



37

Lenham Gardening Society
From Margaret Baines

The meeting this month is a member’s only 
Winter Social being held on Thursday 19th 
February in the Community Centre.  Tickets 

available from Pat Hollis, if not already obtained.

All are welcome to the meetings except February, 
July and November which are for members only.  
Members pay £1 entrance with non-members 
paying £1.50.  Annual subscription is £8 per 
person.  

For our usual meetings, tea, coff ee and biscuits are 
available in the interval and a raffl  e held before the 
evenings close.

For further information: Email: gardenlenham@gmail.com or Tel: 07917401228

LENHAMDENTAL

Begin your smile journey in our newly
transformed clinic
How we can help

BOOKNOW
01622858204

www.lenhamdental.co.uk
@LE N H A M _ D E N T A L

General Dentistry
Dental Implants

Whitening
Invisalign

Facial Aesthetics
Sedation
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35 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

n Full landscape and design service n Pond and lake construc on n Hedge cu ng n Winter dy ups 
n Garden, scrub and woodland clearance n Decking and pergolas n Tur�ng n Seeding n All types of fencing

n Paddock maintenance n Driveways n Full maintenance and grass cu ng n Paths n Jet Washing n Retaining walls
n Chipper hire (with operator) n Specialists in post and rail installa on n Land based contractors

email: landandlandscaping@gmail.com  www.landandlandscaping.co.uk

24/7  
CALL OUT 

SMALL 
PROJECTS 
CATERED  

FOR
Land & Landscaping

Landscape and Garden Contractors

L L

PRUNING & FELLING

CROWN LIFTING & THINNING

AWKWARD ACCESS

STUMP GRINDING

DEAD & DANGEROUS TREES

TALL HEDGE REDUCTIONS

COMMERCIAL GRASS CUTTING

ALL TYPES OF IVY REMOVAL

ASH DIEBACK

Call us today on 01795 899246

YOUR GARDEN TRANSFORMATION COMPANY
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OSTEOPATH
Helping relieve the symptoms of:

• Sciatica
• Arthritis
• Frozen shoulder
• Headaches
• Back/Hip/neck pain
• Fibromyalgia 
• Acute pain
• Chronic pain
• Nerve compression 

& more… 

MR C.R. TEMPEST  
D.O. M.Ost GOsC. Cert MA - 

Registered Osteopath & Medical Acupuncturist

 Appointments available until 8pm mid week
No.28 High Street, Lenham, ME17 2QD 

07749 980096  www.chris-tempest.com  or 
www.thelenhamosteopath.co.uk

MR C.R. TEMPEST  
D.O. M.Ost GOsC. Cert MA - 

Registered Osteopath & Medical Acupuncturist

 Appointments available until 8pm mid week
No.28 High Street, Lenham, ME17 2QD 

07749 980096  www.chris-tempest.com  or 
www.thelenhamosteopath.co.uk

OSTEOPATH

Mick Claydon Carpentry

07565 036013

m.claydon@btinternet.com

carpentry

kitchen design

installation

garden rooms & decking

timber & lamina

painting & decorating

tting

general maintenance

FREE ESTIMATES

m clay nterneydon@btinydo btin et comet c



Contact Details For Local Groups
Badminton Alan Williamson 01622-858763
Badminton Club Feathers Robert Day 07984-948524
Borough Councillor Chris Houliham chrishouliham@maidstone.gov.uk
Bowling Club Lyn Fuller 01622-851538
Bridge Club Keith Rylands 01622-891964
Brownies (2nd Lenham) Andrea French 01622-851646
Cat Protection  Mid-Kent Branch 0345-3712758
Church Offi  ce Sarah Hills 01622-850604
Dog Warden (Louise Duke) Community Protection 01622-602117
Drama Gail Kelly 01622-850671
Fitter/Stronger classes Paula Hickford 07759-446214
Friends of St Mary’s Church Andrew Barr enquiries@friendsofstmaryslenham.org 
Gardening Society Margaret Baines 01622-431649
Guides (1st Lenham) Jo Homes  07887-877814
Ham Lane Allotment Association Doug Matthews 01622-297692
HAMS Productions David Penny 07731-455677
Harrietsham & Lenham Beavers Duncan Keenan 07768-926654
Harrietsham & Lenham Cubs Mrs A Seales 01622-859829
Hub Club Nina Kent  01622-851970
KCC for Maidstone Rural East Sarah Emberson sarah.emberson@kent.gov.uk
Kent Highway Services Roads, paths etc. 03000-418181
Kent Wildlife Trust  01622-662012
Lenham Ballet School Erica McCabe 07866-316056
Lenham Country Market Sandra Woodfall 07775-736116
Lenham Community Centre Carol Higgins 01622-853800 (am)
Lenham Cricket Club Alex Gray 07760-132803
Lenham Film Club Danny Coorsh lenhamfi lmclub@gmail.com 
Lenham Heath Memorial Hall Rosemarie Pomeroy 07572-911396
Lenham Heritage Society Henny Shotter 01622-851355
Lenham Lifts scheme Phil Hollier 01622-859154 / 07542 625277
Lenham Meadows Trust Danny Matthews enquiries@lenhammeadowstrust.org 
Lenham Nursery Sarah Siddens 07967 128056 
Lenham Parish Council Lisa Westcott 01622-829034 (Tues-Thurs 10am-1pm)  
   clerk@lenhamparishcouncil.org.uk
Lenham Quilters & Stitchers Pamela Gillard 01233-879507
Lenham Social Club Sue Neaves 01622-532409
Lenham Toddlers Group Irene Hine 01622-858919
Lenham Wanderers FC Anna Russell 07747-844785
Len Valley Health Walks Jan Enever 01622-851623
Len Valley Practice GP surgery 01622-858341 / 859204
Member of Parliament Helen Whately helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk 
Mothers’ Union Mrs J Thomsett 01622-947938
Patient Participation Group Teresa New 01622-858341
Pilates Classes Vivien Elcomb 01622-853887
Redback Explorer Scouts Mark Horlock redbackesu@hotmail.com
St Edmunds; Platts Heath Kate Stansfi eld 07500-895831
Save Our Heathlands (SOHL) Kate Hammond 07925-606236
Sing & Shake / Make & Shake Steph Richardson 07894-160906
Sittingbourne Valley FC Paul Hewish 07795-324062
Vicar Vacancy churchoffi  ce@lvb.org.uk
Wellbeing Community Group Ellie Stevens 07952-594655 / (Vladimir 07877-143088)
Women’s Institute Chris Godden 01622-858658



Lenham Community Centre – Regular 
Clubs/Classes/Societies – February 2026

ACTIVITY WHEN HELD Time CONTACT NO

Abundant Energy Tai Chi Weekly Monday 0930-1030 07985 001782

Abundant Energy Qigong Weekly Monday 1045-1145 07985 001782

Country Ways Quilting 1st & 3rd Tuesday 1330-1630 01233 879507

Country Ways Rugmaking and quilting 2nd & last Wednesday 0900-1300 07784 892160

Feathers Badminton Weekly Monday 2000-2200 07984 948524

Gardening Society 3rd Thursday 1845-2200 01622 430649

Hatha Yoga Weekly Monday 1815-1945 07850 355918

Kent School of Bridge Weekly Thursday 1330-1730 01622 891964

LenARA Bowling Weekly Tuesday 1330-1700 01622 858439

LenARA Line Dancing Weekly Wednesday 1845-2115 01622 859725

LenARA Members 4th Wednesday 1230-1700 01622 851763

LenARA Petanque Thursday if weather permits 0900-1300 01622 858439

LenARA Zumba Gold Weekly Wednesday 0900-1030 01622 850468

Lenham Art Group Weekly Thursday 1000-1300 01622 858238

Lenham Badminton Weekly Tuesday 2000-2200 01622 858561

Lenham Ballet School Monday / Tuesday 1700-2030 07866 316056

Lenham Ballet School Thursday 1630-2100 07866 316056

Lenham Ballet School Weekly Saturday 0900-1530 07866 316056

Lenham Heritage 4th Thursday 1900-2130 01622 850228

Lenham Toddlers pre-school Weekly Tuesday 0930-1130 01622 858919

Lenham Meadows Trust 3rd Thursday 1900-2100 07831 308267

Lenham Toddlers Pre-school Weekly Tuesday 0930-1130 01622 858919

Lenham WI 2nd Thursday 1845-2200 01622 858658

Parish Council 1st Wednesday 1930-2230 01622 829034

Parish Council F & G P 3rd Wednesday 1930-2200 01622 829034

Parish Council Planning 1st Monday 1930-2200 01622 829034

Pathways Church 1st & 3rd Sunday 1030-1200 07708 754672

Telisa Tai Chi Weekly Wednesday 1730-1830 07734 108683

Zumba with Rosie Weekly Tuesday 1830-1930 07809 490982

PLEASE CONTACT ORGANISERS DIRECT FOR UP-TO-DATE TIMES/DATES AND INFORMATION



Ring: Kentish Warm Roofs on 01634 789025
The granary, Greenway Court Road, Hollingbourne ME17 1QD
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The Legend of Lenham 2025…
David Humphrey!

Over the festive period, The 
Lenham Christmas Lights 
Association was proud to 

announce the Legend of Lenham 2025. 
The honour was created to recognise 
a person in the village who has gone 
above and beyond to help make our local 
community the wonderful place it is to 
live in. 

Through posters around Lenham and on 
KLS everyone was given the opportunity 
to nominate who they thought deserved 
to hold the title, with the winner of the 
Legend of Lenham having the honour of 
turning on the village Christmas lights at 
the switch-on event last year. We were 
delighted by the number of nominations 
received and we were also humbled by 
how many wonderful people there are in 
Lenham who also deserved to hold the 
title. A huge thank you to everyone who 
nominated. 

We were delighted to award the title 
of Legend of Lenham 2025 to David 
Humphrey.

He has always been heavily involved in 
the community, helping wherever he can. 
Aff ectionately known as Dave the Score, 
he has been the Lenham Cricket Club 
Qualifi ed Scorer for over 30 years, being 
elected as a member of ‘The General 
Council of the Association of Cricket 
Umpires’ in 1992. He also winds the 
church clock every week, climbing the 
spiral staircase regardless of his aversion 
to heights! An amazing feat at 85-years-
old. 

After wrapping up his own business he 
returned to his fi rst love of buses. Some 
may remember him as driving the school 
bus, always happy to be asked to taste 
test any cakes made that day and he 
was always happy to critique! He and 
his wife, Janet, volunteer at Demelza 
Hospice tending the sensory garden 
and sorting donations at the distribution 
warehouse. They have been involved with 

Legend
Lenhamof

20     25

‘Dave the score’ is 
the new Legend 

of Lenham!
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NEXT MARKET
Sunday 8 February 2026

Fresh Local Produce Sold 
Direct by the Producer

Lenham Country
Market

E: lenhamcountrymarket@gmail.com

MORE CHOICE*MORE STALLS

*MORE QUALITY*

Lenham Square 9 am – 1 pm

MARKET MANAGER

Sandra Woodfall 

07775 736116

the grandparents’ support group since 
the passing of their own granddaughter 
Jessica, at Demelza in 2013. He used 
to run second-hand book stalls at the 
coff ee mornings and jumble sales of 
local organisations to help with their 
fundraising eff orts. 

For many years he has placed the poppy 
crosses on the REME and other service 
personnel graves in Lenham cemetery for 
Remembrance Sunday and he is a proud 
member of the Royal British Legion. He is 
a long-serving trustee to a local charity, 
helping the organisations and people of 
Lenham. 

And some may be surprised to learn 
that he’s also an accomplished ballroom 
dancer; always smart and rarely seen 
without a tie or shiny shoes. His son, 
John, says “If you want to know what 
chivalry is, look no further. The Man, 
the Legend, the Hero, our Dad.” 

David was gracious and humble when 
accepting the award on the night, paying 
tribute to his granddaughter Jessica 
whom he honoured in his speech as his 
“shining star”.

And with such a worthy winner we’re 
delighted The Legend of Lenham will 
continue again this year, honouring 
an outstanding member of the local 
community. Please look out for the 
posters around the village, on KLS and in 
The Lenham Focus later in the year and 
we really look forward to reading your 
nomination of who you would like to see 
turn on the Christmas Lights at the 2026 
event. 

But for now, on behalf of the whole 
village, a massive thank you to our 
Legend of Lenham 2025 David Humphrey 
for all you’ve done and continue to do.

Written by Rory Adams – The Lenham 
Christmas Lights Association.
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Welcome to Tivoli Blinds 
We are a small family run business 
based in Kent. We offer a FREE home 
measuring service and bespoke 
made-to-measure blinds�  for your 
home or offi ce.
Our prices include fi tting as 
standard by our expert installation 
team. Whether you’re looking for 
something traditional, stylish or 
bold, you’ll fi nd exactly what you are 
looking for with us. 
With free samples available on 
request and low prices guaranteed, 
there really is no need to go anywhere 
else than Tivoli Blinds!�

Contact us: 
Email: info@tivoli-blinds.co.uk
Tel: 07906 794273

Visit: www.tivoli-blinds.co.uk

QUOTE FOCUS FOR 5% OFF 
ENTIRE ORDER

  Clocks bought, sold 
and repaired
Watch batteries fitted
  Friendly advice about 
your clock
Free estimates 
Insurance quotes

OPEN THURSDAY to 
SATURDAY 9:30am – 5pm

Contact Simon Wood on 
07535 417533

or email: 
lenhamclocks@gmail.com

CCTV Systems
Burglar Alarm Systems

WIFI Solutions

5 Star Google Ratings
Local, Reliable & Professional

Reach us on 01634 944161
Or Visit

www.wisetechsecurity.co.uk



PROUD TO BE SERVING 
THE COMMUNITY  

SINCE 1965 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Your fully independent, family owned, Funeral Directors, 
serving the local community with compassion and the 

highest standards of service and professionalism. 
 

With our 24-hour emergency service,  
we are only a telephone call away. 

 

At the earliest stage possible, you will speak directly with 
one of our experienced Funeral Directors, who will be 

there to help, support and guide you through the whole of 
the funeral process.

 

 
 

 
 

A.W. Court Funeral Directors 
Headcorn Road, Grafty Green, Maidstone, Kent ME17 2AP 

Telephone: 01622 850840 
 

Email: enquiries@awcourt.com  Website: www.awcourt.com  
 

A.W. Court is a Trading Division of West & Coe Limited. 
602 Rainham Road South, Dagenham, Essex RM10 8YP. 
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Nature Watch
By Darren Hammond

The smaŲ  but mighty Kestrel

Some good news is that they have 
adapted quite well to man-made 
environments and can survive even in the 
centre of cities. 

Both males and females have a slate-
grey head and upper tail with a single 
black band at the tip. Females are 
browner all over, with bars all along the 
upper tail. Both males and females have 
pale undersides with black speckles 
(not bars like on a Sparrowhawk) and 
dark ‘tear’ marks extending below each 
eye. Wing tips are more pointed than a 
Sparrowhawk’s. 

Kestrels are actually part of the falcon 
family but have a longer tail than other 
falcons, fanned out while hovering with a 
black band at the end. 

Kestrels are most easily distinguished from 
other members of the falcon family by their 
typical hunting behaviour which is to hover 
at a height of around 10–20 metres (35–65 
ft) over open country and swoop down 
on ground prey, usually small mammals, 
lizards or large insects, while other falcons 
are more adapted for active hunting during 
fl ight.

While you will most often see the kestrel in 
the air hunting for its next meal, sometimes 
you may be lucky enough to spot one in a 
hedgerow or sitting on a fence post.  

Photos relating to Nature Watch pages: © DPH Nature Photography

The Kestrel is a fairly common sight around 
the fi elds and roads that surround Lenham 
village, with their pointed wings and long tail, 

hovering beside a roadside verge or over a farmer’s 
fi eld. However numbers of Kestrels have declined 
since the 1970s, probably as a result of changes 
in farming, and so they are included on the Amber 
List. 

A Kestrel poses prettily

A kestrel wings its way to a hunting spot

A Kestrel rests in a hedge



They are a cavity nester and may nest in 
holes in trees or walls and even buildings 
but will also use suitable nest boxes, a 
behaviour that has allowed people to 
study their breeding behaviour in detail.

The familiar behaviour of the kestrel 
gives it one of its old country names, the 
‘windhover’. The kestrel has the ability to 
keep its head still while it hovers - even 
in strong winds - helping it to pinpoint 
its prey by sight. A kestrel will fl y into the 
wind and use its tail and wings to hold 
its position in the air. Keeping its eyes 
fi xed on the ground, it will swiftly drop to 
pounce on any prey sighted. Not only can 
it “hover” above an area in search of prey, 
it can see in ultra-violet 
light which helps it track 
small mammals. 

One of the benefi ts of 
seeing in ultraviolet light is 
that they can track small 
animals, like rodents, 
by the trails they leave 
with their urine. The 
kestrel feeds mainly on 
small mammals such as 
voles, mice and shrews, 
plus small birds, worms, 
grasshoppers and beetles. 
In fact it has such sharp 
eyesight it can see a beetle 
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from 50 metres away. Birds are taken more 
often in places where voles are scarce, 
such as in urban areas.

Kestrels do not build nests. Instead they 
lay their eggs in natural cavities, such as 
holes, in trees or cliff  faces. They also use 
nests abandoned by other species. 

In urban areas, kestrels will lay their eggs 
on rooftops and holes in walls. Normally 
four to fi ve eggs are laid in April or May. 
The chicks hatch after around a month, 
spending a further fi ve weeks in the nest 
before fl edging. 

During courtship, the male performs 
aerial displays, circling several times 
before diving in a feigned attack towards 
the female on the ground. The female 

responds by bowing, raising 
her tail and calling loudly. Pairs 
return to the same nesting site 
year after year and may nest 
in small colonies of up to ten 
pairs.

So keep your eyes out and 
see if you can spot the second 
most common (even with its 
drop in numbers) bird of prey 
in the UK (The Buzzard is the 
most common bird of prey). 
Small, but magnifi cent and 
mighty. 

Photos relating to Nature Watch pages: © DPH Nature Photography

Prepare for take off

A Kestrel with prey

Little Kestrels



COUNTRY CLOTHING AND ACCESSORIES
Come and visit us in store for a warm, friendly welcome,  

stocking all your needs for outdoor pursuits

Our store is open 5 days a week visit us at 
Ashford Road, Badlesmere, Kent ME13 0NX

Wednesday - Sunday 10am - 4pm   |   01233 742700
info@inthecountry.co.uk     www.inthecountry.co.uk
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Recipe of the Month
Baked Trout with Cream

Ingredients:

2 tbspns fi nely chopped shallots  
4 fresh trout
Freshly ground black pepper  
Butter
2 tbspns breadcrumbs   
Salt
2 tbspns fi nely chopped parsley 
Juice 1 lemon
¼ pint dry white wine   
¼ pint double cream

Method:

Clean the trout, if not already done. 
Butter a shallow fi reproof baking dish 
generously. Sprinkle with the shallots and 
arrange the fi sh on top, side by side. In a 
separate pan add the wine and strained lemon 
juice and bring to a boil then add to the pan 

with the trout.  Sprinkle with parsley and season 
to taste. 
Transfer to a preheated moderate oven for 12-15 
minutes until the fi sh are done. Heat the cream 
in a bowl over hot water and pour over the trout. 
Sprinkle with breadcrumbs then return to the 
oven until the crumbs are brown.
Serve immediately. Serves 4

01622 858241 homes@philipjarvis.co.uk 1 The Square, Lenham, Kent ME17 2PH philipjarvis.co.uk

V ILLAGE & COUNTRY HOMES
RESIDENTIAL SALES & LETTINGS

Local knowledge Wealth of experience

BOOK NOW FOR YOUR
FREE MARKETING CONSULTATION
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BBC Bargain Hunt showcases Maidstone 
Museum’s Albert Goodwin coŲ ection

Maidstone Museum recently 
welcomed BBC Bargain Hunt and 
expert Eric Knowles for a special 

segment exploring the life and work of 
celebrated Maidstone-born artist Albert 
Goodwin (1845–1932).

The feature, available on BBC iPlayer, 
provided a national platform to highlight 
Goodwin’s extraordinary talent, deep local 
connections, and lasting infl uence as a 
visionary landscape painter.

Speaking to Eric Knowles, Maidstone 
Museum’s Collection Manager 
Samatha Harris said: “Goodwin’s 
career was championed by John Ruskin 
and infl uenced by the Pre-Raphaelite 
movement, and he is one of Maidstone 
Museum’s most treasured artistic fi gures. 
The museum holds an exceptional 
collection of more than 200 of his 
watercolours and drawings, capturing 
atmospheric scenes from his extensive 
travels and his life in Kent. Visitors can 
currently enjoy a selection of these works 
in the museum’s Art Gallery.”

Goodwin is just one of several 
distinguished artists with ties to Maidstone 
whose work features prominently in the 
museum’s collection. 

Another is William Alexander (1767–1816), 
a Maidstone-born artist renowned for his 
vivid and historically signifi cant depictions 
of 18th-century China. Trained at the Royal 
Academy, Alexander served as the offi  cial 
draughtsman on Britain’s fi rst diplomatic 
mission to the Qing court from 1792 to 
1794. 

His illustrations, drawn from direct 
observation, off ered British audiences 
an unprecedented view into Chinese 
life and culture during a time of growing 
international exchange.

Councillor Stephen Thompson, 
Cabinet Member for Healthier 
Stronger Communities, added:

“Artists such as Albert Goodwin 
and William Alexander show that 
Maidstone’s cultural heritage has long 
been internationally connected. National 
media attention is helping to raise the 
profi le of Maidstone Museum as a place 
of real cultural signifi cance, and that 
visibility gives us confi dence as we plan 
for our museum’s future at the heart of 
Kent’s cultural life.”

The Museum Renewal Fund award 
will support much more than new 
exhibitions. It is also enabling investment 
in digital access, infrastructure 
improvements, and the enhancement 

BBC Bar
M
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of community spaces, ensuring the 
museum remains a vibrant cultural hub 
for residents and visitors alike.

From national TV features to new 
exhibitions shining a light on infl uential 
local artists, Maidstone Museum 
continues to grow its reputation as a 
centre of artistic and cultural discovery. 
Whether inspired by Goodwin’s 
dreamlike landscapes or Alexander’s 
cross-cultural chronicles, visitors can 
uncover extraordinary stories rooted 
right here in Maidstone.

Museum to reopen to the public
Maidstone Museum will be open to the 
public from 11th February 2026 and is 
free to visit. There is an extensive events 
programme, to fi nd out more and book 
your space visit Maidstone Museum’s 
website.

Crafted with precision and care, we bring your ideas to life with 
expert woodwork for both style and function.  

GET IN TOUCH TODAY!

07734 411600 
nbcarpentry2000@outlook.com

Specialists in bespoke storage solutions and custom garden structures
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SPARKLESSPARKLES
Domestic & CommercialDomestic & Commercial

Window cleaningWindow cleaning

●●    Conservatory CleaningConservatory Cleaning
●●    Fascia/Cladding Cleaning Fascia/Cladding Cleaning 

●●    Solar PanelsSolar Panels    

●●    Gutter Cleaning SystemGutter Cleaning System

Pure Hot Water Pure Hot Water 
Fed Pole TechnologyFed Pole Technology

Tel: 07856 110682Tel: 07856 110682

Web: www.sparkles-kent.co.ukWeb: www.sparkles-kent.co.uk

www.facebook.com/sparkleskentwww.facebook.com/sparkleskent

Fast, reliable, effi  cient service
Collect/delivery or in-house

Call: 07359-786422 for a quote or
email: jojeff rey20@gmail.com





FREE ESTIMATING, INSURANCE WARRANTY REPAIRS,  

END OF LEASE ADVICE AND QUOTES, COLOUR CODING. 

WHEEL REFURBISHMENTS AND EXPERT GUIDE FOR ANY REPAIRS. 

COLLECTION / DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

OPEN FROM 7 AM TO 5PM MONDAY - FRIDAY 

EMAIL:  OFFICE@PHOENIXPAINTSOLUTIONS.CO.UK 

WEB:    WWW.PHOENIXPAINTSOLUTIONS.CO.UK 

PHOENIX PAINT SOLUTIONS LTD
Water Lane Farm, Harrietsham, Maidstone, ME17 1DE 

T: 01622   M: 07830 323233 

OPEN 7 DAYS
ASHFORD ROAD, LENHAM, ME17 2GQ

01622 231399
WWW.MOLEYANDBOO.COM

FREE PARKING ON SITE

MOLEY AND BOO
ANTIQUES, VINTAGE, RETRO, COLLECTABLES, GIFTS

MOLEY AND BOO AD.indd   1 11/11/2025   13:35
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BUILDING SUPPLIES
01622 324012

MILLFIELD MEADOW, FORSTAL LANE, HARRIETSHAM,
ME17 1LB

PLUS AN IN STORE PAINT MIXING SERVICE & MUCH MORE!

TIMBER

BRICKS/
BLOCKS

HARD
LANDSCAPING

AGGREGATESGARDENING PLUMBING

ELECTRICAL

FIXINGS

DECORATING COMPOST

DECORATIVE
AGGREGATES

GAS

YOUR LOCAL, FAMILY RUN BUILDERS MERCHANTS
OPEN TO TRADE AND DIY - EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

WWW.BSBUILDINGSUPPLIES.CO.UK

WHAT 3 WORDS
///GATES.PROWESS.HIGHLY
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Our luxurious AA 5* hotel, restaurant and champagne bar welcomes you to have a truly 
unique and memorable experience, whether you join us for a night, a meal or simply a drink.

We off er classic English dishes, carefully prepared with local ingredients with plenty of a� en� on 
to detail. Browse our website at www.whodathoughK t.com to see the menus and our 

charming selec� on of bedrooms, should you wish to stay overnight with us.

Special celebraK on meals and funcK ons are our speciality 
and you can be assured of a great K me and top-class service.

Live music on our terrace
Call or email us NOW, or use the website for online booking.

Tel: +44 (0) 1622 858 951

Email: joe@whodathough� t.com

Address: Headcorn Road, Gra� y Green,
Nr Lenham, Kent, ME17 2AR

NEW GARDEN
ROOM 

NOW OPEN
FOR EVENTS 

AND FUNCTIONS
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DOWN TO
EARTH

Call Lewis - 07551 275787

P R O P E R T Y  S E R V I C E S

GARDEN SERVICES
Love your garden but not the
upkeep? We’re here to help! Our
friendly and professional garden
care services keep your outdoor
space looking its best year-round.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Weed Control
Mowing & Mulching
Pruning & Hedge Trimming
Strimming & Edging

ljk@dteservice.co.uk

SPECIALI ED SERVICES

Patio, riveway & 
athway Cleaning

Gutter Cleaning 
Painting 
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You will see regular updates on all the parish council’s activities 
in the Focus, www.lenhamparish.org.uk and social media.

Parish Council news
Chair – Cllr John Britt

Parish Council Budget
The parish council discussed the budget 
for 2026/27 at the full council meeting on 
7th January and agreed to submit both 
the budget and the precept proposals to 
Maidstone Borough Council (MBC) by the 
end of January (the required timeframe).
Details of the budget will be published 
once MBC has “approved” it – ideally in 
the March edition of the Focus (although 
we need to comply with MBC timeframes). 
Meanwhile the proposals of the capital 
spend, which do not require MBC 
oversight, are being worked up.
One of the larger projects will be the 
resurfacing of the car park off  Maidstone 
Road. This, along with the other major 
capital projects, will go to open tender 
and more details will be published nearer 
the time.
The roll-out of the CCTV upgrade 
continues, with advice from Kent Police 
regarding ideal siting of new cameras. 
Once the technical issues are addressed 
and the new cameras installed, work will 
also be carried out to remove the old / 
redundant units.

Community Grants
There’s still time to apply for a grant, if 
this would help your group expand the 
services it delivers to our communities. 
Details can be found on the parish website 
and the application form can either be 
downloaded, or you can pop into the 
parish offi  ce if you would prefer to discuss 
it with the Parish Clerk fi rst.

The details about the grant application 
process can be found here: Microsoft 
Word - Grants Policy and the application 
form is here: LPC Policies / Procedures - 
Lenham Parish Council - Lenham Parish 
Council, Lenham, Maidstone

East Lenham Farm
At the December meeting of the MBC 
Planning Committee, the outline plan for 
100 new homes and upgraded recreation 
facilities at land to the south of Old Ashford 
Road was fi nally approved. 
This is not a new proposal but one which 
dates from 2019 and is contained within the 
allocation from the 2017 Maidstone Local 
Plan. It is covered in detail by the Lenham 
Neighbourhood Plan – details of this are on 
the parish website. 
There are now many technical and legal 
issues which will have to be agreed 
before any work can begin and the parish 
council is party to these discussions as 
it will be the responsibility of the parish 
council to oversee the delivery of the new 
recreation facility. The planning for this 
cannot begin until the timescales for the 
main development are agreed between 
the landowner and the Local Planning 
Authority. More details will be published 
once the timeframes and other information 
have been established. However, the legal 
agreements and dealing with the reserved 
matters is likely to take some time.
This development has no relationship 
whatsoever with the plans by MBC and 
its delivery partner, Homes England, to 

Parish Council



parachute a new town of up to 5,000 new 
homes, known as Heathlands, under the 
guise of a so-called “Garden Community”.

… and fi nally - we are recruiting
One addition the parish council has 
agreed to make is to recruit a Lengthsman 
to work on a weekly / regular basis on a 
series of practical tasks to help keep our 
parish to the high standard we wish to 

maintain. Other parishes have introduced 
similar posts and we have seen the benefi ts 
delivered, so are extending that good 
practice to Lenham.
Initially, this post will be available for a year, 
possibly from April 2026 and details are on 
the parish website, with more information 
available from the Parish Clerk.

Parish Council

Update from the Len VaŲ ey Practice 
An update from Georgia Lane, Operations Manager

As we move into the New Year, we 
would like to thank all our patients 
who sent Christmas cards, 

biscuits and chocolates to the team over 
the festive period. Your kindness was 
very much appreciated and gave staff  a 
real boost during a busy time.

We would also like to remind patients 
how important it is that we have your 
up-to-date contact details and your 
preferred way of being contacted. Having 
the correct information helps us to share 
important messages with you quickly 
and safely. If any of your details have 
changed, please let our reception team 
know, update them via the NHS App or 
mention it at your next appointment.

Appointments and missed slots
In December 2025, there were 123 
appointments that were not attended. 
Missed appointments mean other 
patients lose the chance to be seen, so 
we kindly ask that you let us know as 
early as possible if you can no longer 
attend.

We have also shared new GP appointment 
data for our local area, published by Kent 
and Medway ICB. This can be viewed on 
the News page of our website.

We are aware that some patients are 
currently registering at The Glebe Practice 
in the belief that it is a separate surgery. 
The Glebe is a branch of Len Valley 
Practice, staff ed by the same team; it 
is not a standalone practice. Patients 
wishing to register should therefore 
register with Len Valley Practice. We 
are working with the ICB to remove the 
separate registration option, as it has 
caused confusion and unnecessary 
additional workload.

Thank you for your continued support. 
With best wishes for a healthy 2026, from 
the team at Len Valley Practice.
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The Brown Barn, 
Bull Hill, Lenham Heath, 
Kent, ME17 2JA (Off  the A20)

●  Treatments & Consultations
●  Children’s Chiropody
●   Corns, Callouses & Hard 

Skin Removal
●   Diabetic Foot Care
●   Fungal Treatment
●   Ingrowing Toe Nails / Toe 

Nail Problems
●   Verruca Treatment

M: 07595 497348

T: 01622 850376
www.heatherschiropody.co.uk

retreat@heatherschiropody.co.uk
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I work for you. If you 
have a problem you 
think I can help you 
with, please 
contact me.

helenwhately.org.uk

Member of Parliament for Faversham and Mid Kent

Helen
Whately MP

Scan to sign up
to my newsletter

House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA

0207 7219 6472

helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk

Wrinkle reduction facial injections

Dermal fi ller treatment

Excessive armpit sweating 

treatments

By Local GP - Dr Andrew Reed
 BSc (Hons), MB BS, FRCGP, 
DRCOG, DFFP, RCPathME

Consultations and treatments within 
Len Valley Practice following 

15 years of experience
See www.northdownsclinic.co.uk

for further details or email on
enquiries@northdownsclinic.co.uk



If you’re considering a heat pump, the Boiler Upgrade Scheme 
can help make the transition more aff ordable.

This UK Government grant off ers:

£7,500 towards the cost of installing an air source heat pump

£7,500 for ground source heat pumps

Support for biomass boilers in rural areas

The scheme is open to homeowners in England and Wales and is designed to 
encourage the adoption of low-carbon heating technologies. 
 can fi nd full details and apply via the offi  cial GOV.UK website.

The Boiler Upgrade Scheme

Maidstone CAN and Bearsted CAN now 
have dedicated websites!

Keep up to date with the exciting and 
varied projects and events of Maidstone’s 
two climate action networks on their new 
dedicated website.

From Maidstone’s regular Repair Cafes, to 
bulb planting, plastic free campaigns, litter 

New Websites for our Climate Action Networks

Maidstone Repair Cafe
Lockmeadow Market Hall on the fi rst 

Saturday of each month.

Maidstone’s Repair Café continues to off er repair 
opportunities for all ages including Team Repair 
Workshops and their exciting ’Computer Teardown’, 
both off ering the opportunity to repair real life items 
and discover how they work – run by experienced 
volunteers.  

picking and inspiring speakers, these groups 
off er a full calendar and ways for everyone 
to get involved locally in tackling our global 
climate and environmental challenges.

Two examples of upcoming events are 
below, fi nd out more on their website. 

www.maidstonecan.eco/
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Uncomplicated, trustworthy 
and confidential advice if you 
are selling or letting 
Ashford: 01233 506260  Tenterden: 01580 766766

www.hobbsparker.co.uk
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Are you making best use of your 
cuŴ ent-account savings?

One way to make the best use of 
your current account savings is 
to consider moving some of your 

money into a separate, higher-interest 
savings account or investment product, 
as current accounts typically pay little to 
no interest. Keeping too much cash in a 
low-interest account means your money is 
losing value due to infl ation. 

Here is a plan to optimise your savings:

1. Separate Your Money

•   Determine a budget: Calculate your 
monthly income and outgoings (bills, 
essential spending, and an amount for 
savings). Use apps or a separate bills 
account to keep your commitments 
clear.

•   Establish an emergency fund: Aim 
to save 3 to 6 months’ worth of living 
expenses in an easily accessible 
account. This is your safety net for 
unexpected costs like car repairs or 
job loss.

•   Keep minimal cash in your current 
account: Only keep what you need for 
daily spending and upcoming bills. 

2.  Move Savings to High-Interest 
Accounts 

Transfer any surplus money beyond your 
daily needs and emergency fund into 
accounts that off er better returns. 

•   Easy-access savings accounts:
These off er fl exibility to withdraw money 
when needed and usually pay a better 
interest rate than a current account. 
You can compare rates using tools from 
sites like Money Saving Expert.

•   Fixed-rate savings accounts: If 
you are confi dent you won’t need the 
money for a set period (e.g., one or 
two years), you can lock it away in a 
fi xed-term account for a potentially 
higher, guaranteed interest rate.

•   Cash ISAs: Use an Individual Savings 
Account (ISA) wrapper to protect your 
interest from tax. In the UK, you can 
put up to £20,000 per year into an ISA. 

3. Consider Specialised Options

•   Help to Save scheme: If you receive 
Universal Credit or Working Tax 
Credit, you could be eligible for this 
government scheme, which adds a 
50p bonus for every £1 you save over 
four years. Find out more on GOV.UK.

•   Lifetime ISA (LISA): If you are saving 
for your fi rst home or retirement, the 
government adds a 25% bonus to your 
contributions (up to £4,000 per year 
receives a £1,000 bonus). Be aware of 
withdrawal penalties for other uses.

Are yo

ney



•   Regular saver accounts: Some 
banks off er high interest rates on 
accounts where you commit to saving 
a set amount each month. You can 
“drip-feed” money from an easy-
access account into a regular saver to 
maximise interest on a lump sum. 

4. Optimise Your Current Account

•   Switching incentives: Some banks 
off er cash bonuses or other perks 
to new customers who switch their 
current accounts.

•   High-interest current accounts: A 
few specifi c current accounts off er 
competitive interest rates on a limited 
balance, which might be better than 
some basic savings accounts.

•   Cashback: Some accounts off er 
cashback on your household bills. 

By proactively managing where your 
money sits, you can ensure your savings 
are actively working for you rather than 
losing value to infl ation.

Please Note: Whilst this article 
is aimed at helping you consider 
options, before taking any action 
you should consider speaking to 
an independent advisor who will 
help you look at the advantages and 
disadvantages of various schemes. 
It’s also important to research the 
type of product and features you 
need before making a purchase or 
changing supplier.
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DEFRA is being urged to open an early 
bidding round for National Landscape 
extensions, with Maidstone 

councillors keen to champion the inclusion 
of Len Valley and Greensand Ridge as part 
of the proposals.

Cabinet Member for Planning Policy and 
Management, Councillor Tony Harwood has 
issued the formal appeal to the Secretary 
of State for Environment, Food and Rural 
Aff airs, Emma Reynolds MP, focusing on 
the Len Valley and Greensand Ridge, two 
ecologically rich and visually stunning areas 
in Kent that currently lack national-level 
protection. The appeal highlights the critical 
role the landscapes could play in helping the 
UK meet its 30 by 30 commitment, a pledge 
to protect 30% of land and sea for nature 
by 2030, as part of the Global Biodiversity 
Framework agreed at COP15.

The Greensand Ridge, stretching from 
Boughton Malherbe in the east to 
Nettlestead in the west of the Borough, is a 
distinctive escarpment of ancient woodland, 
acid grassland, and rare parkland habitats. 
It forms part of the Kent Lower Greensand 
aquifer, a vital water source for the region. 

Secretary of State asked to consider Len VaŲ ey and 
Greensand Ridge as National Landscapes

The Len Valley, between Lenham and 
Bearsted (see photo), with its mosaic 
of hedgerows, meadows, and streams, 
supports a rich diversity of fl ora and fauna, 
provides natural fl ood protection for the 
county town, and serves as a key wildlife 
corridor. 

Both areas are currently designated as 
Local Landscape Value (LLV) zones, which 
off er limited protection in planning terms. 
Without national designation, they remain 
exposed to piecemeal development, habitat 
fragmentation, and the cumulative impacts 
of climate change. 

The proposal to extend the Kent Downs 
National Landscape to include the Len 
Valley and Greensand Ridge has been 
endorsed by the Kent Downs Joint Advisory 
Committee and backed by extensive 
research from local campaigners. If 
approved, the extension would protect 51.15 
square kilometres of countryside currently 
outside the Kent Downs designation. This 
would not only safeguard biodiversity 
but also enhance public access, cultural 
heritage, and climate resilience.

DEFRA’s confi rmed criteria for 30 by 
30 areas, purpose, protection, and 
management, align closely with the council’s 
proposal. The Len Valley and Greensand 
Ridge meet these standards and are ready 
for inclusion.

Cllr Harwood said: “Without national 
protection, the Len Valley and Greensand 
Ridge face serious threats. Wildlife corridors 
could be severed, threatening species 
migration and survival. Ancient woodlands 
and meadows may be lost to development. 
Water quality and fl ood resilience 
could decline, impacting communities 
downstream.
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Off ering compe� � ve pricing and bespoke solu� ons so you can 
relax in the outdoor space of your dreams.

With more than 22 years’ experience in the gate 
manufacture and fencing trade I have a proven track 
record of delivering quality results for my customers. 

From close board or picket to chain link or railings you can be 
sure your garden will be secure and looking great. 

Decking or a new pa� o can transform your garden giving you the perfect outdoor space for entertaining 
or relaxing. 

I use quality treated deck boards and natural Indian sandstone to give that extra special look. Gates and 
pergolas can be func� onal or statement pieces in your garden. Made to measure and customised to 
your requirements.

Contact me today for a FREE quote.
Appointments are made to fi t your schedule.

Decked out in style!

Call 07788 971584 I Email frenchandrewp@live.com I www.andrewfrenchfencing.com

At Andrew French Fencing we build high quality decks, 
fences, gates, pergolas and more.
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For further informaKon, 
receive a quotaKon or to place 

an order please email: 
sales@edengroveoutdoorliving.com 

or visit 
www.edengroveoutdoorliving.co.uk

T: 07514 021191
T: 01795 890170

UNIQUE PERGOLAS FOR 
MODERN LIVING



enquiries@lenhammeadowstrust.org www.lenhammeadowstrust.org   @LenhamMeadows

Please email us if you’d like to know more about the Trust or to join our mailing list. 

Follow us on social media for the latest news, details of events and photos of our projects

The Lenham Meadows Trust needs your help!

All appointed volunteers would ideally 
attend the monthly management meetings 
and participate in the Trust’s discussions 
and decisions.

For a ‘without commitment’ more detailed 
explanation of the various roles, including 

the approximate time likely to be needed 
for each of the posts, please contact the 
Trust’s Chairman, Danny Matthews, either 
by  phone on 07831-308267 or by email at 
chairman@lenhammeadowstrust.org.

The Trust carries out vital work in the community to protect, preserve and 
maintain the open land in and around Lenham. The Trust is run by volunteers 
and we need your help to fi ll a number of roles currently available. These include: 

Social Media Administrator  

Role would include monitoring and updating 
social media outlets and posting regular 
newsworthy items relevant to the trust.

Volunteer Coordinator  

To liaise closely with the team and 
to make contact with those on our 
volunteer list to ensure maximum 
turn out for events.

Trust Secretary
This role would include taking 
minutes for both the management 
team and trustees meetings, 
confi rming times, distributing 
agendas and copying minutes 
containing action and decisions to 
the Trust team.

Membership Secretary
To manage and maintain the Trust’s 
membership list (i.e. ‘Friends of 
Lenham Meadows Trust’) - including 
issuing renewal notices and new 
membership packs, liaising with 
the fi nance secretary as necessary. 
Also to consider options and 
initiatives to encourage an expanded 
membership.
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Groundbreaking Violence Against 
Women and Girls ‘Community 
Deliberation’ project launched

Maidstone Borough Council (MBC) 
has launched a pioneering 
campaign inviting residents to 

take part in a Community Deliberation 
on Violence Against Women and Girls 
(VAWG) – thought to be the fi rst of its kind.
This project marks a signifi cant move 
forward in delivering MBC’s overarching 
principles and strategy to create safer 
communities for everyone.
The launch coincides with the annual 16 
Days of Action against Gender Based 
Violence, promoted by the charity White 
Ribbon, who engage men and boys to 
prevent violence against women and girls.
The deliberation will bring together a group 
of residents from across Maidstone to 
share experiences, hear from experts, and 
co-create practical recommendations 
that will shape the borough’s VAWG 
strategy. Over four structured sessions, 
participants will explore issues such as 
harmful behaviours, online harassment, and 
building safer public spaces.
Councillor Maureen Cleator, has been 
leading a campaign to get residents to 
complete an MBC survey on VAWG, said: 
“This is a groundbreaking moment for us. 
By putting residents at the heart of decision-
making, we’re ensuring that our approach to 
tackling violence against women and girls is 
informed by real experiences and community-
led solutions. Ending VAWG requires all of us 
to act, and this deliberation is a powerful way 
to do just that.”
Councillor David Naghi, Cabinet Member 
for Community Cohesion and Safety, 
added: “We know trust is built through 

transparency and collaboration. This initiative 
is about listening, learning, and acting 
together. It’s not just a consultation, it’s an 
opportunity for residents to shape policy and 
create lasting change.”
MBC committed in December 2024 to taking 
stronger, evidence-based action on VAWG, 
including:

•  Developing a comprehensive VAWG 
Strategy

•  Promoting a Women’s Night-Time Safety 
Charter

•  Embedding women’s safety in town planning

•  Working towards White Ribbon accreditation
Communities built on respect and equality 
work better for everyone. This deliberation 
will help defi ne practical steps to challenge 
harmful behaviours, create safer spaces, and 
support positive change for future generations.
The council is also currently inviting 
residents to share their views on VAWG 
via an online survey.

VAWG Project
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� Tickets cost just £1 a week

� Help give our fundraising a boost

� Win up to £25,000

PLAY NOW:
SCAN THE QR CODE OR GO TO
www.givinglottery.org.uk
AND SEARCH FOR Lenham Nursery



Kent’s leading supplier of premium caravans since 1948
Situated in the heart of Kent, we stock the very best new and recent used 

touring caravans. Whether you are looking to buy a new Bailey or Coachman, 
or one of our immaculately prepared and warrantied pre-owned caravans, we 

are confident we offer a service that is second to none. 

Visit our premises and you will find a large showroom, extensive outdoor 
display area and a well-stocked leisure shop. In conjunction with our industry 
scheme approved and factory trained workshop, we offer all you might need 

to get away on your caravan journey.

East Street, Harrietsham, Maidstone, Kent, ME17 1HN
Call: 01622 859301 E-mail: enquiries@leedaveycaravans.co.uk

Or visit our new website: www.leedaveycaravans.co.uk
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Christian Message
From Pamela Cuerden, licensed lay reader, North Downs Deanery

As I start to write this on 16th

December, my mind is full of 
expectation about Christmas; 

presents and tasty food, hopefully, but 
more importantly the celebration of the 
birth of Jesus at services across the Len 
Valley Benefi ce and at home. 
By February the Christmas decorations 
will be back in a box, presents will have 
been tried out, mince pies will have 
been fi nished and Christmas may be 
but a fading memory. It is appropriate, 
however, that as I sit, waiting for a 
festival to honour the arrival of the 
‘Light of the World’, I should turn my 
attention to Candlemas, the Feast of the 
presentation of Jesus at the temple by 
Joseph and Mary.  
In Bible times the law stated that after 
the birth of a male child, a mother 
was regarded as ‘unclean’ for seven 
days and required to stay at home for 
a further 33 days. On the 40th day, a 
sacrifi ce was to be off ered in Jerusalem, 
for her purifi cation. Luke, Chapter 2, 
tells us that Mary and Joseph did this 
and then presented Jesus to God 
through the priest at the temple. 
Whilst there, they met Simeon and 
Anna. Simeon had been waiting for the 
Messiah, and believed Jesus to be him. 
Anna, an elderly, widowed woman who 
spent all her time in the temple praying, 

came and praised Jesus as well. How 
must Mary and Joseph have felt about 
this further endorsement of their son’s 
true identity, after the miraculous birth? 
The feast of Candlemas falls on 2nd

February, which is the 40th day of 
Christmas and Epiphany. In some 
countries Christmas decorations are 
removed after this day and Christians 
take their candles to their local church, 
where they are blessed and then used 
for the rest of the year as a symbol of 
Jesus Christ, ‘the Light of the World’. 
What is ‘the Light of the World’?
The imagery of light represents 
purity, truth, and the presence of God 
throughout the Bible. ‘The Light of the 
World’ describes Jesus’ divine nature, 
His role in saving us from sin by his 
death on the cross and His guidance for 
us all. Jesus identifi es Himself as ‘the 
Light of the World’ in John, chapter 8.
God is the light that shines within and 
through His whole church and Jesus, 
speaking to a crowd of ordinary people, 
told them: “You are the light of the 
world” in Matthew, chapter 5. So the 
‘Light of the World’ is the Messiah, the 
Church and everyone who believes and 
lets Christ into their life. 
God wants to be able to use us all to 
help Him do His work here on earth and 

Christian Message

‘Let Your Light Shine’
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Len VaŲ ey Benefice Everybody is welcome

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.
1 John 4 v7 (part)

Sunday 1 February

9.30am Lenham: Breakfast Church
11.00am Lenham: Holy Communion

Wednesday 4 February

9.30am Lenham: Holy Communion

Sunday 8 February

9.30am Lenham: Breakfast Church
11.00am Lenham: Holy Communion    

Check local notice boards for more details
Please note that during February some services may need to be altered or cancelled at short 

notice due to circumstances beyond our control.

Sunday 15 February

8.00am Lenham: Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30am Lenham: Breakfast Church
11.00am Lenham: Morning Worship

Wednesday 18 February

9.30am Lenham:  Communion with 
Imposition of Ashes

7.00pm Lenham:  Communion with 
Imposition of Ashes

Sunday 22nd February

11.00am  Benefi ce Holy Communion at 
St Mary’s, Lenham

Christian Message

so Christ says that we are to let our 
lights shine. When we lead a life that is 
pleasing to God and are fi lled with the 
Holy Spirit, He will shine through us. 
I don’t think it’s too late to start a new 
year’s resolution on 2nd February, but 
if you do, by 18th February it will be the 

beginning of Lent, and a perfect time 
to do as Jesus asks. So, I hope you 
enjoy Candlemas, enjoy your pancakes 
on Shrove Tuesday, let Jesus into your 
life and let your light shine brightly 
throughout Lent and beyond.
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A £10 voucher, donated by your crossword compiler, will go to the fi rst correctly completed crossword picked 
from your entries. Please complete the box below and hand your entries into the Lenham Parish Council 
offi  ces at 1a High Street Lenham or into the Lenham library by no later than 20 February where they’ll 
be placed in an envelope. The winner will be notifi ed direct and announced in a future issue of Focus.

Name ...............................................................................  Phone No ............................................................. 

Address ............................................................................................................................................................

Answers for January 2026 
Focus Crossword

The winner of the December crossword is Rob Maunder of Lenham. Well done!

Across clues

1.   Molten glass is this to form a 
bottle, for example. (5)

4.   One of three at one end of a 
cricket pitch. (5)

7.  Self-employed journalist. (9)
8.  Young horse. (4)
10. Egyptian God of fertility. (6)
12. Film director’s command. (6)
13.  Walking command given to a 

dog. (4)
16. A cool-toned hair colour. (3,6)
18. Pisa has one. (5)
19. Gogglebox. (5)

Down clues

1. Steep cliff . (5)
2.  Infectious sheep disease. (3)
3.  Scottish word for a turnip. (4)
4.  Throw water at. (6)
5.  Frighten. (7)
6.  Looks quickly. (5)

9.  Display of paintings, etc. (3,4)
11.  Arrest. (6)
12. Expect. (5)
14. Type of cake from Wiltshire. (5)
15. Insect similar to a mosquito. (4)
17.  A grown up elver. (3)

Focus PRIZE Crossword February 2026



We need additional volunteers to
join our team to help run the club.  

We need help to put out chairs, run
the pre-film bar, choose films to be 
shown & assist with administration.

The club cannot continue without 
additional help, we need YOU!

Please email Danny at the address 
below if you are interested.

@LenhamFilmClub
www.lenhamfilmclub.org

lenhamfilmclub@gmail.com
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