Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
2nd September 2024
 APPROVED MINUTES

	0Interests
	Present 

18.35
	Cllr A Sharp

Cllr M Ridley

Cllr D Rogan-Mackie

Cllr G Heppell
	Cllr S Dalglish

Cllr S Nixon

Cllr K Teasdale

Cllr A Cheverst
	Mrs Susan Saunders – Clerk
Ms Emma Ackroyd - Clerk
2 members of the public

	
	155/24
	155/24.01 Apologies for absence - Cllr J Hunter (Indisposed), Cllr Hutchinson 
155/24.02 Cllr Sharp moved to extend the 6 month rule for one month to retain J. Hunter as a councillor and give her a chance to request dispensation for illness. The clerk reminded members of the 6 month rule and advised against the motion.

	
	157/24
	Public Questions – No questions

	
	158/24
	Declarations of Interest 

The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes.  

	
	159/24
	Minutes of the meeting for approval held on Monday 5th August 2024 
The minutes were approved.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp              SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                                  AGREED    

	
	160/24
	Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda

Turf measurements for the football field from Cllr Ridley. Clerk to ask for quotes to PPH and Wannops.

	
	161/24
	Grounds Report –updates with resolutions arising

161/24.01 Toilets
Councillors met with NCC and IH to discuss refurbishment, IH and AS have volunteered funds from the small scheme allowance fund with NCC. NCC to produce specification of works. Follow up to be added to the agenda for October meeting and clerk to liaise with NCC.
161/24.01 Trees

· Orchard Gardens: There have been concerns raised about the trees blocking sunlight. There has been a meeting with NCC and councillors to discuss the trimming of the trees and planning would have to be obtained. Enquiries for the sale of the land require response, it is not for sale. An arborist is to meet with members for quotes.
· Burn Footpath: There are some trees that require cutting back, arrangements have been made with Alan Teasdale to handle.
· Tommy statue: Has been reinstated after damage in previous month

· Wetpour in Comb Hill – Further contact to be made with Abacus in regard to pooling issue supplied with pictures. 

· Bin for Market Square – Bin was ordered, awaiting delivery before arranging installation.
140/24.02 Public Seating and Bus Shelters – 
· The community Payback Team will re-paint the seats in front of the memorial gardens. 
· Neil Easton from NCC will be contacted to ask if grant has been awarded for the repair to the bus shelter at the west end as work is due to begin in October.
· Clearview Cleaning will be contacted to ask for the bus shelters to be washed.

	
	161/24
	Northumberland County Council (NCC)
141/24.01 Application for church hall windows and stone wall accepted.
141/24.02 Asset transfer of swimming pool land progressing 


	
	162/24
	Police in Haltwhistle 

A summary of incidents in July and early August was provided, including thefts, vehicle interference, and damage to trees. A meeting between councillors and Inspector Benson to be arranged.

	
	163/24
	Neighbourhood Plan

A meeting was held with Mark Harrison, Cllr Dalglish and Cllr Sharp to discuss feedback on site allocations for housing and green spaces. Further work on evaluations is ongoing, with plans to gather more detailed input later in the month.

	
	164/24
	Thriving together
Concerns were raised about the lack of community initiatives and events in Haltwhistle. It was suggested that an email be sent to NCC to address the under-utilisation of the community hub and arrange a meeting between councillors and Delia Farren.

	
	165/24
	Planning Applications                      

Application 24/02597 – Haltwhistle Tandoori: Removal of PVC roof drainage and replacement with cast iron installation of gate. Support for the application was agreed.
PROPOSED Cllr G Heppell                        SECONDED Cllr M Ridley            AGREED 

	
	
	Other Planning Matters

146/24.02 24/001738 – Application 24/00938 – Land west of Park Road, removing S106 payment on first occupation GRANTED
146/24.03 24/02386 - Woodside Comb Hill: Demolish existing rear conservatory and erect a single story rear extension GRANTED

	
	166/24
	Burn Field Village Green Working Group 

Encroaching weeds on cycle track to be cleared – it was proposed to ask David Hunt (NCC) if it could be undertaken alongside the grass cutting.

Minutes Accepted

PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                                  SECONDED Cllr A Sharp             AGREED 

	
	167/24
	Grant Requests 

167/24.01 Haltwhistle Golf Club: A grant of £400 was approved to support junior golf coaching, which is seen as beneficial for encouraging youth participation in sports.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp         SECONDED Cllr K Teasdale                        AGREED
167/24.02 Community Gardeners: A donation of £200 was approved to support their ongoing efforts, recognising the value of their work in the town.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp         SECONDED Cllr K Teasdale                        AGREED
167/24.03 Sport Tynedale: A grant of £250 was approved to support the organisation, which promotes coaching and provides awards for local sports initiatives.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp         SECONDED Cllr G Heppell                        AGREED



	
	168/24
	Reports on Financial Matters
                  [image: image1.emf]168/24.01 Bank and cash balances as at 28th August 2024

Current Account 19,730.75

TOTAL 19,730.75

Included above

168/24.02 JBC 594.88Aug PAYE & Pension

JBC 131.25Payroll & Kaspersky

Not Included Above

Pay \method Incl VAT

168/24.03 Accounts for payment  2nd  September 2024 £ Included in Balance Above

Jethros 27.35Aug litter pick

D Benson 90.00Strimming & O Gardens

Bonnies 52.13July Litter Pick

Royal British Legion 200.00Replacement Tommy

NCC 437.88Litter Bins installations

Total 807.36

Not Included Above

Cllr S Dalglish 337.77Ink, Paper & Land Registry searches

Glasdon 282.11New Bin

Mrs Susan Saunders - Exp 194.88

Home allowance, Mileage, Sadolin, graffitti cleaner, 

storage boxes

Haltwhistle Golf 400.00Grant

Community Gardeners 200.00Donation

Sport Tynedale 250.00Donation

Monthly Amounts direct/DDR 4,111.28

Total 5,776.04

TOTAL FOR APPROVAL 6,583.40


The payments of £6583.40 were approved with the addition of the donations. 

PROPOSED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie            SECONDED Cllr K Teasdale                      AGREED
168/24.04   Bank Reconciliation/Inc & Expenditure as at 28th August 2024.   Noted.
168/24.05   Karbon Fund grant offer for Inclusive Swing  
A grant of £730 was accepted for the purchase of an inclusive swing, covering over 50% of the cost.  
PROPOSED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie                SECONDED Cllr G Heppell                    AGREED 

	
	169/24
	Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee 
169/24.01 Withdrawal of Melkridge Parish Council – No updates to report at present. 
169/24.02 Land Registration for Haltwhistle & Greenhead Cemeteries. – Trustee issues are with the solicitors and a letter has been sent to the trustee.

	
	170/24
	Recruitment of clerk

170/24.01To approve the appointment of the new clerk.

Emma Ackroyd appointed as town clerk.

PROPOSED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie                SECONDED Cllr S Nixon                   AGREED  
170/24.02 To approve handover details for the new clerk.
Handover to take place over the month of September with current clerk with pay at usual rate. Contract review and finalised in the Staffing Committee on the 9th September. Thank you noted to Susan Saunders for her contributions.
PROPOSED Cllr S Nixon                   SECONDED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie     AGREED  

	
	171/24
	Correspondence received since last Council meeting.  
The council received several items of correspondence during the meeting. A letter from St Meen le Grand expressed heartfelt thanks for the council’s kind words following the recent fire in their community. Virgin Media also informed the council of upcoming infrastructure works in the town. Additionally, a brief discussion took place regarding the installation of gates at the hospital, which has sparked some community concern. The council clarified that it was not responsible for the decision but acknowledged the issues raised. Finally, a proposal for increased collaboration was received from a representative of Stonehaugh, which the council will consider further.

	
	172/24
	Dates and times of next meetings

Grounds Maintenance Meeting – Monday 30th September 2024 – 10am Room 2 Library

Town Council Meeting – Monday 7th October 2024 – 6.30pm in the library, first floor 



	
	173/24
	AOB

· Grounds maintenance meeting – contracts to be reviewed and updated by members before going to tender later in the year.
· Special thanks were extended to Cllr D Rogan-Mackie and the community shop volunteers for their efforts, which have raised £40,000 for the Community Chest. 
· Arrangements to be made for Remembrance Day, including wreaths, presentation and a piper, Cllr K Teasdale to get piper. 
· Birkett flats – Concerns raised about the state of repair, land registry check to find owner
Additions to October Agenda

· Working Man’s Club – Site update

· Borderlands
· Freeman celebration arrangements

· 3 Wreaths for purchase

· Haltwhistle Partnership – report 

· Haltwhistle swimming & Leisure Centre – Report and accounts.

The meeting closed at 8.45pm.
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