
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 3rd February 2026 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kirby (MK) (Acting Chair), Steve Trice (ST), Joanne Brooks (JB), Richard Billingham (RB) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC). 
In attendance:- 
Two members of the public.
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)

Apologies were received from County Cllr Will Boucher-Giles, District Cllr Nigel Simpson (NS), District Cllr Grace Conway-Murray, Cllr Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Cllr Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), and Cllr Marcia Clydesdale (MC).    
MK was appointed chair of the meeting.
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an interest in VHMC matters.    
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 6th January 2026 were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the minutes on the web.  

4.  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (19.34)

Emails from County and District Councillors had confirmed that there were no developments.  
Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

5.  OPEN FORUM (19.35)

A member of the public present raised the issue of problem vehicles in the village and pointed out that extra vehicles had arrived and been parked on local roads and asked that the PC keep a close eye on the situation.  A member of the public present questioned the refusal of the planning application in Section 16.  SC explained that it was only the matter of the application not needing prior approval that had been refused and that therefore the applicant could put through an application in the normal way.
Resolved  (i) To note the position.  
6.  MATTERS ARISING (19.43)
6.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issues were discussed.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to ask if a general tidy up could be carried out.        
6.02
Spinney Developments  Matters were discussed.            

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  JB will need to purchase trees – at a cost of approx. £120 – and proper deer proof tree guards for half the trees – at a cost of approx. £470 – proposed ST, seconded RB, carried unanimously.  (iii)  A clearing of the spinney will be carried out by a PC working party on Monday 16th Feb.  (iv)  A planting day in conjunction with the school will take place on Tuesday 24th Feb, with activities and a quiz.  (v)  JB will produce a risk assessment for this day.  (vi)  The main planting day, finishing the planting of approx.  187 trees, will take place on Saturday 28th Feb (MC and ST are unable to attend).  (vii)  JB estimates the total cost of the wildlife area will approach £20k.  The VHMC is covering this cost as far as possible and it should be carried out in March to April.    
6.03
Flooding  There was again a detailed discussion.  The planting day around the new mitigation pond went well with a local volunteer and several councillors helping Andrew Morsley (AM) (Thames Conservation Trust) and his colleague. 

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  AM is to send specifications so that a PC working party can perfect the retention of waters.  (iii)  Tony Brummell (TB) (CDC) is hoping to get the survey of the pipe under Fulwell Rd and the pipe from the inspection pit to the pond completed in March/April.  (iv)  ST is to liaise with TB on the proposed improvements necessary to make flow into the main village pond as efficient as possible, this does involve riparian landowner actions.  (v)  SC is to chase up the sending of a letter to the local MP regarding riparian landowner responsibilities.  (vi)  SC is to bring the map of the pond showing the various ownerships of the verge to the March meeting.  (vii)  SC is to continue chasing up the remaining Mere Rd issues with Scott White (SW) OCC, there has been no reply so far.  
6.04
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  No more has been heard.  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda. 
6.05
HS2 Funding for Play Area fence  The list of alternative funding opportunities is being explored.                    

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda as MC is not present.  (ii)  This item is now to be called simply Funding for Play Area fence.                
6.06
Speeding  The issue was discussed.


Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  RB is to purchase two signs – costing £27.87 each, plus two brackets (cost unknown) – and place them on the current VAS sign post, proposed ST, seconded MK, carried unanimously.  (iii)  The PC will then review the situation to see if it has improved. 
6.07
VAS Signs  This issue was discussed.  It is hoped the posts will be installed in February.  

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to check with GCM and ask if a councillor can be present at the site visit to finalise locations.    

6.08
Tree Checks  The issue was discussed.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  The PC thanks JB for all her hard work on this.  (iii)  This is to be an agenda item in September, when the village can be divided into areas for different councillors to check regularly.  (iv)  JB will keep an eye on the list and remind the PC of any professional services that need to be obtained.    
6.09
.gov.uk Website and Emails  The issue was discussed.        


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  The PC correspondence from SC will only be sent on the new email addresses from March 1st.       

6.10
Problem Vehicles  The matter was discussed.    


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to again contact residents concerning the outstanding vehicle issues.

6.11
Volunteer Driver Service  JB and KG have still to check with residents.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.

6.12
MW.0037/23  MKB has responded.    


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  
6.13
Overgrown signs  OCC have requested photographs.

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  Cllrs to obtain photos of any signs which need cleaning or clearing of brambles for SC.
6.14
Newsletter  This was produced.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  A new newsletter needs to again highlight the changes to grass cutting as well as asking residents to consider standing in the upcoming Parish Council elections and also to highlight the defibrillator training set for 10.30am on Saturday 14th in the Village Hall.
6.15
Salt bin  A problem with a salt bin had been raised on Facebook.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  The problem appears to have been resolved by a member of the public who reported on Facebook that he had dug through the salt in the bin and it was now free moving and usable.  (iii)  The PC will be risk assessing the bins shortly and will take any actions necessary at other bins.

7.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.00)
The monthly financial reports for January were presented.  Internal controls for January were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid. The full list of invoices, both from the agenda and any arriving since, was presented and signed.  The quarterly bank reconciliations for Oct to Dec were presented and signed.   
It was reported that there was £16,478.22 in the Treasurer Account and £5,404.61.00 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following had been received during January:

£190.00 from Sports Club – quarterly grass cutting contribution

The following had been paid out during January:

£50.00 to Citizens Advice (S137 – donation)

£47.00 to ICO (Gen Admin – subscriptions)

£11.99 to Hugo Fox (c/o Go Cardless) (General admin – internet costs – pcm subscription)

£1.00 to HSBC (General admin – bank charges)
£72.60 to HMRC (General Admin – income tax)

£374.25 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website) 

£8.38 to Npower (Running costs – electricity)

£50.00 to Age UK Oxfordshire (S137 – donation) 

The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – Salary/expenses/allowances/tax – February - £461.72 (LGA 1972 S112)

Npower – Electricity - £8.38 – (Running costs) regular schedule payment

Two more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.

Age UK – donation to charity - £50.00 (S137) – agreed at January meeting
Hugo Fox – direct debit for .gov.uk emails – £20.99pcm (General admin)

The letter of engagement for the 2026/27 financial year had been received from Eugenia Skelly (ES) (Internal Auditor)

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports and bank reconciliations.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices.  (iii) To sign the letter of engagement proposed ST, seconded RB, carried unanimously.  
8. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.14)
There have been no requests for S137.  No matters had been decided under urgent business.       
Resolved (i) To note the position.    
9.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.15)
At least one lorry has been seen entering the site.  There has been no quarry liaison meeting.  There has been more of a problem with odour.  It has been reported that the site has been overtipped again.  
Resolved (i) The PC should try and arrange a quarry liaison meeting.  (ii)  SC is to contact WBG and ask if he could attend.  (iii)  The PC must find out more details of any overtip. 
10.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.25)
ST has reported that he has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.  Other matters were discussed.            
Resolved (i)   SC to chase up the accident info and risk assessments of incidents at cricket matches.   (ii)  At the request of the rabbit controller SC is to contact the owners of land surrounding the field and see if they would allow a cull on their land as well, this would be much more effective.  

11.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.38)
There are some new residents this month.                   

Resolved (i) RB is to deliver a welcome letter.  
12.  REVIEW OF ASSETS (20.45)
SC presents the current asset register.  Risk assessment sheets for all assets have now been produced to cover the next 5 years of reviews.  
Resolved  (i)  To put this item on the May agenda.  (ii)  All distributed sheets are to be returned to SC, completed, by the May meeting.  (iii)  KG has volunteered to carry out the extra safety inspection of the War Memorial with the help of her husband.
13.  POLICY REVIEWS (21.05)
Both the Retention and Disposal, with Appendix, and the Data Breach Policy were checked. 
Resolved  (i)  The policies were kept unchanged, proposed MK, seconded RB, carried unanimously.  (ii)  SC to put the reviewed policies on the web.

14.  SPORTS PAVILION LEASE (21.20)
The lease, having been circulated to all councillors and reviewed, has now been sent to the Sports Club for their approval and signature.  
Resolved  (i)  To keep this item on the agenda.  (ii)  SC is to ask MKB what the situation is with the separate ‘regulation list’, which contains any items which may need to be altered over the course of the lease.
15.  BRIDLEWAY BRIDGE (21.30)
HS2 have contacted MKB and asked if the PC has reconsidered their decision to object.  The matter was discussed.    
Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  As all contact following the PC letter of objection to the Secretary of State has been informal, and with MKB, SC is to ask that a liaison meeting with Dave Butcher (HS2) be arranged so that possible alternatives can be discussed.  

16.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (22.00)
25/03134/AGN – Fuzz Field, Fulwell Rd – prior approval application for an open-sided lean-to on the side of an existing agricultural building – permission refused

Resolved  (i)  As this application was discussed under Correspondence at the January meeting the PC will note the position.

17.  CORRESPONDENCE (22.09)
Correspondence for meeting 

Clerks and Councils Direct Jan 2026
Emails printed 

Issues already covered on the agenda
Claim to record a bridleway between A421 and Bridleway 4 at Widmore Farm

Emails forwarded 

Issues already covered on agenda
North Oxfordshire Residents Action funding request – see below

NORA report - their success at helping to prevent large warehouse development -  for info

MAP Plan Bicester and surrounds – request for input – see below

National Paralympic invite to ‘meet the Paralympian’ event – see below

Online elections briefing for May election procedure – see below

NORA invitation to sign petition to protect local rural areas – see below

OCC offer of free mental health training – see below

Road closure notices – for info

Usual reports – for info 

Resolved (i) The PC has no objection to the new bridleway.  (ii)  The PC will not make a donation to NORA.  (iii)  Cllrs can send in any comments on the new MAP plan if they wish.  (iv)  Cllrs are able to attend the event if they wish.  (v)  SC will resend this email as it does not appear to have got through to all Cllrs.  (vi)  Cllrs can sign the petition if they wish.  (vii)  Cllrs are welcome to take advantage of this training offer if they wish.  
18.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.34)
Street Lamps  There are now two ‘’day burners’’ reported.  

Removal of Glass Recycling Bins  The bins and their sign are still in place.
Resolved  (i)  RB is to check on these lamps and report them on fix-my-street if necessary.  (ii)  SC is to contact CDC and obtain a timeline on the removal of the bins and sign.

19.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.44)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday March 3rd 2026.  
MK apologises for the March meeting.

Meeting closed at 22.45.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 

None
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