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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th October 2008 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, A Mayer, D Lewis, D Pennyfather, D Chesson, P Lyon, Borough Councillor M Burgess, Rob Perfitt (Community Warden), 10 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

To note that before the meeting commenced a training session had been held when Martin Vink, Development Control Officer at Ashford Borough Council had met with Councillors to discuss protocol and the legal position of Parish Councils when considering Planning Applications. There had only been time for a short question & answer session.

1659.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  None

1660.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

1661.
Apologies and reason for absence:  None

The meeting was adjourned for the Public Session

1662.
To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th September 2008:  After a correction at  Minute no. 1647 and an amendment at 1654d) the Minutes were confirmed and signed as a correct record.

1663.
Matters Arising:  See Clerk's Report 

1664.
Planning Applications: All the planning applications had been circulated to Councillors before the meeting.


08/01393/AS  The Roundel, Stocks Road – Conversion of an agricultural building into a holiday cottage.  After a short discussion it was agreed to Support this application.


08/01429/AS  The Smitings, Poplar Road – To erect a detached dwelling house with integral garage and private drive.  A site meeting had been held and after a short discussion it was agreed to Support this application.


08/01430/AS  The Smitings, Poplar Road – To erect a detached dwelling house with detached garage and private drive.  A site meeting had been held and having heard neighbours comments during the public session it was agreed to Support this application but to request that ABC Planning Dept take the concern of neighbours into account when making it's decision.


08/01432/AS  The Beeches – Erection of 2 dormer windows to the south east elevation. Cllrs


agreed to Support  this application.

At this point the Chairman brought forward agenda item 16d)

1665.
Correspondence:


d) Ray Pratt – Request to hold Bonfire Celebrations on Coronation Field on 1st November at 6.30pm – Agreed on the condition that the area is cleared up within a week afterwards.  Cllr. Lyon to check.  Concern was expressed that the venue for the event had been advertised before permission had been granted.

1666.
Notice Boards:  Clerk had received two requests that the Board at Lloyds Green be replaced.  The two brochures obtained had been circulated and David Hall had agreed to quote but this had  yet to be received.  Agreed Clerk to ask Philip Maynard if he would be interested in quoting.

1667.
Village Green by Woodland View:  Clerk reported that she had had a meeting with Annabel Mckie of Southern Housing on 30th September on site.  Annabel agreed that the newt fence is in the wrong position and has since sent the newt consultant a plan of the site showing the probem areas.  He has advised that under the terms of the newt licence consent has to be obtained from 
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Natural England before taking down or moving any of the fencing. Annabel has asked that he do this.  Annabel also advises that the planning condition that a post and rail fence be put between the pond and the Village Green could become a frustrating condition in that due to the Village Green status it couldn't actually be put in place.  Contracts have still to be exchanged on the site.

1668.
To discuss further expansion of the Cemetery: After a full discussion the following was agreed.


1)  The Rector be asked if she could consecrate the ground in the unconsecrated section at each burial rather than the whole area be consecrated.  


2)  Cllrs Chesson and Mayer to approach Mr Philip Mallet with regard to purchasing further land.


3)  Alan Wood to arrange for the trees at the far end to be coppiced


4)  When the trees have died off the railings can be reinstated


5)  To consider adding the area to be weed killed twice a year to the annual contract for the Cemetery

1669.
Land Fronting the Church: KCC's letter of 30th June states that it is not their responsibility to maintain it.  After a discussion it was agreed that the Council cannot take on the responsibility either.

1670.
Poppy Wreath Donation:  £50 donation agreed.

1671.
Litter Bin for Village Green:  The Wittersham Conservation Group has offered to donate the money for this.  This was accepted and thanks given.

1672.
Removal of fence between Coronation Field and Village Green:  As there are now only parts of this left it was agreed to remove it altogether.  The Conservation Group offered to do this for which they were thanked.  It has been noted that dogs are using the Village Green where this is not permitted and owners are not clearing up after them.  Clerk to look into putting up signs at the gate to the Village Green stating that dogs are not allowed and to clear up after them on Coronation Field.

1673.
Revision of Wish List:  The following was asked to be considered when discussing the budget for the following year:- To clear the brambles on Coronation Field £100, MUGA, Cemetery Path, Churchyard Wall.

1674.
Parish Website:  Cllr Lyon reported that he had spoken with Adrian Cooper who had advised that it was about to go online.  It will need individual organisations to log on.  Article to be put forward for inclusion in the next issue of Outlook on Oxney.

1675.
Correspondence:


a)  ABC – Notification of Planning Applications & Decisions & Parish Council Involvement in the Planning Application Process – Clerk to respond as follows:- Option a) Continue to provide copies of all plans & documents to Parish Councils, favoured by all Cllrs.  Option b) Notify parish councils of applications and provide a hyperlink to the electronic case file – not an option. Option c) Continue to provide paper copies of decision notices following decision – Cllrs agreed that this is no longer necessary.  Option d) Notify decisions electronically with a hyperlink to the decision notice – Favoured by all Cllrs.


b)  KCC – Meeting to discuss 'Somewhere to Live: planning for Gypsies, Travellers & Travelling Showpeople in the South East'.  Cllr Lewis offered to attend and report back.


c)  Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Database of all Community Transport.  Cllrs confirmed that there isn't one in the village.


d)  see Minute No. 1665


e)  ABC – Draft Affordable Housing SPD – No further comments from Cllrs. 


For noting


 f)  Annual Audit – External Auditor's certificate and opinion received.
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Previously Circulated


g)  Town & Parish Standard Issue 3     h)  Communities & Local Government – The making & 
enforcement of byelaws: A consultation     i) Oast to Coast & Annual Summary     j)  KALC 
Parish News No. 334     k)  Kent Police – Minutes of Parish Forum 18.6.08     l)  KCC – Kent 
Parish Councils News Edition 3     m)  Charlton Athletic      n)  Ashford Rural Trust Autumn 


Newsletter     o)  KALC – Finance Information Day 18.10.08     p)  Local Council Review


q)  Clerks & Councils Direct     r)  Eastern & Coastal Kent NHS PCT Annual Report 


s)  Report of Parish Forum 23.07.08

1676.
To Authorise Payment:


i)
Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning during September £100.  Authorised


ii)
HM Revenue & Customs – Paye Mth 6  £63.20  Authorised

iii)
R A Pudan – Grass Cutting etc. £230. and £235  Authorised

iv)
KCC – First Half Yearly Amended Invoice for Grounds Maintenance £245.90 plus VAT


Authorised

v)
Wittersham Village Hall – Invoice for Hire of Club Room £45  Authorised

vi)
Clerk's expenses March 08 to September 08 - £104.14   Authorised

1677.
Working Party Reports:


a) 
Finance 



i)   Monthly Transaction Statement – Agreed and signed.



ii)  Half Yearly Statement – Noted and signed


b)
Planning 



Decisions received from ABC:



08/00533/AS  St John the Baptist Church – a)  Existing brick path, to be re-layed with 
single fall (retrospective) b)  New brick path, in a similar style to the existing path to link



north and west doors  c)  New brick path to west door from Lychgate, similar style to 
above  d)  New brick path from west door to WC
                      Granted with conditions



08/01134/AS  Land south of Sewage Works & Blackwall Road – Erection of a wooden



portal frame livestock shelter                                                                                     Granted



08/01231/AS  Windwhistle to Queens Head Cottages, 08/01236/AS  Huntshill, Moons 



Green 08/01237/AS  The Finches to Island Cottage, 08/01239/AS  Palstre Cottage to



Black Barn Farm,  08/01240/AS  Blackbrook Farm, 08/01242/As The Rectory to St. John



the Baptist Church, 08/01243/AS  Coombe Lands, 08/01245/AS  Kingsgate,  
08/01246/AS
Island Cottage to Lloyds Green,  08/01247/AS  Moons Green, 
08/01248/AS Palstre Court, 08/01249/AS  Peening Quarter,  08/01250/AS  Rother



Cottage, - Reconductor the existing low voltage overhead lines            No objection raised



08/01337/AS  Lordings – Erection of new front fence extending across Lordings House



Lordings Barn                                                                                                             Refused



Considered prior to this meeting:



08/01417/AS  Lordings – Renewal of planning consent 06/01442/AS for 2 year



temporary permission for mobile home                                                                     Support


c)
Highways & Footpaths – Nothing to report


d)
Open Spaces – Cllr Lyon reported that the rose bed on the Village Green was waiting for



topsoil, the roses would be planted later.

e)
Cemetery –  Agreed to accept Robert Pudan's quote of £30 to cut down and weed kill the


nettles at the bottom of the Cemetery and to trim the hedge to the shed.

1678.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 


i) Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Pennyfather gave an update on the refurbishment


of the hall.  The car park is due to be resurfaced in October.  The AGM will be held on 18.11.08.


There will be an increase in fees charged to user groups in January.


ii)  KALC 01.10.08 –  Cllr Lewis gave a brief report.  The main topics of discussion being the Service Level Agreement and Flood Planning
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iii) Police Parish Forum 17.09.08 – Cllr Rivers reported on a very interesting meeting which had been well attended.  To note that it will not be possible to implement the road closure at the War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday this year.

1679.
Date of next Parish Council Planning Meeting:  27th October 2008

1680.
Date of the next full Parish Council Meeting:  11th November 2008

1681.
Items for Information:


a)  Eastern & Coastal Kent NHS AGM – Cllr Lewis gave a short report. To note that there were


no issues specific to this Council.


b)  Tenterden Day Centre AGM – Cllr Mash reported on an interesting meeting.


c)  Tenterden Improved Steering Group – Cllr Rivers gave a short report.


d)  School House – Cllr Mash reported that it has been deemed unsuitable for a Play School.

The meeting closed at 21.42hrs

