


ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr S Evans
Councillors:	Cllr S Jackson; Cllr E Peers; Cllr J Gargiulo, Cllr K Egerton; Cllr R Swanston; Cllr H Sands 
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllrs: 	Not present
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 13th July 2026 at Welsh Frankton Village Hall

1	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 8:17pm.  Apologies were noted from Cllrs Ward and Waller-Davies. Cllr Evans noted the recent resignation from the Council by Mr Cartledge, who was thanked in his absence for his time on the Council. 

2	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
Declaration of any disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be discussed at the meeting and which is not included in the register of interests. (LGA 1972 s94)]
No declarations were received. 


3	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 8th June 2026 and the draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 11th May 2026 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
The Councillors acknowledged receipt of the draft minutes from both Meetings.
Cllr Egerton proposed that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 8th June be approved as a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Peers, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Swanston proposed that the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 28th April 2026 be approved as a true and accurate record of the Meeting, all agreed. Resolved.
The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

4	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised. 

5	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken 
No meetings have been attended. 

6	Unitary Councillors’ Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors both sent apologies for not attending the meeting. The Councillors noted the apologies and expressed disappointment at the lack of representation.
It was noted that neither Councillor has visited Tetchill to familiarise themselves with the ongoing drainage issues which was promised several months ago.   The Councillors agreed that the needs of the parish cannot be properly represented unless the Councillors fulfil their roles (for which, it was noted, they are renumerated), part of which is to attend Parish Council meetings. It is hoped that one or both will attend in September. The Councillors requested that attendance is monitored going forward.

7	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 8th June 2026
Cllr Swanston proposed that the approved minutes be accepted, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 


8	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns; update on inventory check and Grapes Lane repair; Tetchill street light damage
The Clerk reported that she hopes to undertake an inventory check prior to the September meeting with Eon.
The Grapes Lane light is now working.  The Clerk reported that the light damaged in Tetchill has been reported to the Insurance company and she is waiting for a replacement quote from Eon to be approved. The light was disconnected and made safe.  

9	Playground  - to raise any matters for discussion & to receive monthly & annual inspection reports
The annual and monthly reports have been undertaken. No matters raised for attention. 

10	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Cllr Peers reported that the noticeboard has now been finished apart from varnishing. The Men In Sheds will invoice for materials used. 

b	Dudleston		
Potholes in Little Cricket/Old Cricket have been reported. The hedge by Hill Park is still in need of attention.  
Clerk to chase up flags for the new bus stops with Highways.  

c	 Tetchill
Cllr Swanston reported that the Market Day bus is being well used.  The community facebook page is being monitored for people joining who don’t live in the area and who are posting on it.  
Cllr Peers will remove the out-of-date bus service poster dated 17 December 2025 pinned to the Ellesmere Town Notice Board. 

d	Lee				
No update.

e	Welsh Frankton 	
The noticeboard repairs were noted with sincere thanks. 

f	Footpaths	
It was noted that any concerns can be reported via FixMyStreet. 

g	Criftins School 			
Cllr Gargiulo confirmed that the School is not full and does have places available.  A resident has asked if the dog waste bin by a gate at the School can be moved.  This will have to be done with the Dog Warden’s permission. Clerk to report. 

h	Community policing	
The latest newsletter was noted. 
						
11	The Gravel Hole – update on grounds maintenance works
The Clerk updated Councillors on the request for dog waste bins for the Gravel Hole. Shropshire Council is unable to add any more to their emptying rota.  
The quote for maintenance work has been accepted and works have commenced.  The Councillors agreed to meet on site before the next meeting to discuss fencing requirements. 




12	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Noted. 

b	Upcoming meeting/interests advice
The Councillors discussed an approach made by Shropshire Council to ask if the Parish Council would be interested in taking over the old workhouse cemetery. The Councillors discussed ownership and who was given responsibility for it and by whom/when. To take forward and discuss in September.  

13	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins – to consider
Cllr Peers raised SALC’s training schedule. To review the budget for training in September. 
It as noted that the bridge at Cross Foxes will be closed on 19th July.  Works are scheduled to take place in Overton over the summer which may affect parish residents. 

14	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
The Clerk requested that Councillors follow the new Facebook page and share any posts uploaded to local community sites. 

b	Defibrillators – to enable Cllrs to report any concerns/replacement parts required/signage quote
New pads for the Dudleston Church defibrillator were provided by the Clerk to Cllr Egerton.  
The Greyhound pub defibrillator has a new access code which has been uploaded onto the Circuit.

c	Tetchill Brook – proposed meeting update
The Clerk reported that despite several attempts she has not heard back from the Environment Agency or the Canal and River Trust with a view to setting up a meeting. To take forward. 

d	Vacancies
Adverts are being posted online and on noticeboards for 3 vacant seats.  
Cllrs Swanston and Egerton to liaise regarding a fund set up many years ago for a Tetchill village hall. The bank account needs to be updated. 

e	Noticeboards 
Covered under a previous item. 	

15	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
No further matters were raised. 

b	Road Closure/Works notifications:
i) 20/07/26-03/09/26 Overton Road Closure – Water networks improvements; 
Noted. 

ii) 14/09/2026 for 3 days at The Stable, Cottage and Trough, Tyn Y Coed, Dudleston, Ellesmere, SY12 9ED.
Noted. 

c	Bus service (Transport Act 1985 106A)/Stops: update 
Covered under a previous item. 


16	Accounts	
a	Bank statements for information
The Councillors noted receipt of up to date statements and accounting reports. Cllr Swanston proposed the approval of the bank reconciliation, seconded by Cllr Peers, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman signed the report. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Gargiulo proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr  Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. 

c	Banking update
The Clerk reported that an uncashed grant cheque to Dudleston PCC be paid online as there are insufficient funds in the old current account to cover it.  The grant was proposed for payment by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Peers, all agreed. Resolved. Clerk to make the payment online. 

d	Quotation for damaged street light for consideration/insurance claim
The quote from Eon for £1091.38 exc VAT was proposed for acceptance by Cllr Swanston, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. The insurance company has to approve this quote before payment will be made to the Parish Council. 

e	Dog waste bins for the Gravel Hole – emptying costs
 Covered under previous item. 

	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/06/26
	Employee
	Salary
	£1268.45
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/07/26
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£57.77employer
£96.28employee
£154.05 Total
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	11/06/26
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	13/07/26
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	15/06/26
	Hugo Fox
	Website Hosting
	£23.99
	
	

	30/06/26
	Ray Parry Playgrounds
	Monthly inspection
	£51.00
	Online
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10

	16/04/26
	SALC
	Affiliation fee
	1,324.48
	Online
	LGA 1972 s143

	30/06/26
	SALC 
	Training
	£33.75
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	01/07/26
	Playsafety Ltd
	Annual Inspection
	£99.60
	Online
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10

	30/06/26
	Lakeside
	Bus service 
	£180.00
	Online
	Transport Act 1985

	18/06/26
	WF Village Hall
	Room hire
	£20.00
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	09/07/26
	GAD Office Furniture
	Notice board repair materials
	£97.68
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	26/06/26
	SALC
	Cllr Training
	£135.00
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111




18	Items for the next agenda (14th September 2026 Welsh Frankton)
No additional items were raised for inclusion. There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at 9:40pm.
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