EGERTON PARISH COUNCIL


The meeting of the Parish Council was held on Tuesday 5 July 2011
in the Sports Pavilion, Egerton at 8.00pm.

Present: Alison Richey (Chairman), Richard King (Vice Chairman), Roger Harper, Ambrose Oliver, Tim Oliver, Pat Parr, Peter Rawlinson, Bill Smyth, Richard Wall and Claire Finley (Clerk). 6 members of the public were also present.
1. Apologies: Geraldine Dyer (ABC Ward Councillor)
2. Declarations of interest: None.
3. The minutes of the meeting on 7 June 2011: The minutes were approved and signed as a true record of proceedings. Proposed:  Richard King; seconded: Roger Harper
4. Matters Arising from the  7 June 2011
a. Recreation ground: 
Lower rec: Ben Hope had spoken to Lois Tilden to confirm that Tom Hope would clear more of the detritus that has come to the surface since it was last cleared.





 Playground, Skatepark, Youth needs:  The Clerk reported that the KCC  inspection of the playpark and skatepark had taken place and that a written report would be received shortly.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to thank Anthony Hicks for the painting of the playpark. 







Action:  Clerk 
Sports pavilion: The Sports Pavilion official opening would be held on Saturday 9 July at 10.30 with MP Damian Green cutting the ribbon.
b.  the Glebe and other land matters: Investigation on land titles for Pembles Cross and Stonebridge Green would be undertaken by Lois Tilden at some later date. 





   
Action: Lois Tilden
c. Highways: 
Field Mill Road: It was agreed that Pat Parr would contact KHS regarding the proposed adoption of the verge and the Clerk would forward the engineer’s name to Richard King and Pat Parr. Action:  Pat Parr, Richard King, Clerk

M20 Junction 8: Peter Rawlinson was thanked for contacting the Highways Agency and MP, Damian Green following the congestion of the M20 and surrounding routes due to roadworks.  In response the Highways Agency had issued a standard response but a more sympathetic reply had been received from Damian Green.  Richard King reported that KCC had also been in contact with the Highways Agency to express concerns regarding the roadworks. 






d. Bus route 523:  Richard King reported that the Saturday service would no longer run after 31 December.  It was agreed there was no further action necessary. 
e. Housing: 
Chantlers Meadow: English Rural Housing had confirmed that BT is experiencing difficulties with capacity which was delaying the installation of phone lines.  Alison Richey noted this would be followed up with BT if the problems continued beyond the programmed upgrade of capacity due in August.




Action: All
Older people’s accommodation in a “cluster” to serve several villages: Alison Richey reported that this project is on hold as some divergence between the parishes’ wishes and the developers requirements had emerged during the consultation process.  

Sanctuary Housing:  Harmer’s Way residents:  Following correspondence between the Parish Council and Sanctuary Housing and input from ABC’s Head of Housing, Tracy Kerly, there were still reports of problems at Harmer’s Way.  Roger Harper had spoken to 7 out of the 11 residents who reported numerous on-going problems. Thanks were given to the Parish Council for their assistance to date.  A meeting will be held on 13 July between residents and Avril Christensen of Sanctuary Housing at which Alison Richey would be present.     


Action:  Alison Richey, Roger Harper
f. Stonebridge Green red telephone box:  Peter Rawlinson had arranged for the BBC to film a “concert” at the telephone box as part of the music festival and reported that Meridian weather may broadcast from there also.
g. Welcome Pack:  Pat Parr had delivered welcome packs to the new residents in The Street and Forge Lane.  The new residents in Wanden Lane would receive theirs once they had moved in along with 7, Crocken Hill Road.  Pat Parr noted that the welcome packs needed updating and she undertook to do so.   




Action: Pat Parr

h. Footpaths and stiles:  Pat Parr was thanked for her footpath report circulated before the meeting and for reporting two stiles requiring maintenance.   She would contact KCC regarding the Stour Valley walk. Ambrose Oliver reported  reduced litter on the footpath adjoining the School following his conversation with the Head teacher.  Tim Oliver’s offer to clear the vegetation on this path was warmly welcomed. 



Action: Pat Parr, Tim Oliver
i. Noticeboard (Queen’s Arms):  Bill Smyth would undertake the refurbishment of this noticeboard. Action: Bill Smyth
j. Light aircraft landing strip at Stone Hill:  Lois Tilden will report back at a later meeting. 
Action: Lois Tilden
k.  Marquees:  The Clerk thanked Roger Harper for his offer to handle requests for marquees and barbeques and will forward any previous correspondence relating to the terms and conditions for hiring. 

Action:  Clerk
l. Minutes:  The Clerk reported that The Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC) had advised that the public discussion need not be minuted but that any action points would be noted separately.  


m. Winter gritting: Bill Smyth will check whether any salt bins need new shovels. 

Action: Bill Smyth
n. Queen’s Diamond Jubilee:  Richard King confirmed he would arrange a meeting at the end of July or early August to start the planning for this event. 







Action: Richard King
o. Derelict land on Rock Hill: Lois Tilden stated that she would do a land registry search to try and establish who owns this land. However, if land is kept in the same hands for a long time it may not be registered online.   The council agreed to pay the online search fees.








Action: Lois Tilden
8. CORRESPONDENCE (emailed or circulated to all Councillors or both unless otherwise stated)
For action:
Egerton Pre-school letter emailed 5/7– Sarah Siddons, Egerton Pre-school manager had written regarding the possible expansion of their provision.  Alison Richey had spoken to Sarah Siddons regarding a possible move from the village hall to the games barn all day Monday to Thursday but finishing on Friday afternoon which would dovetail into the short mat bowls session.  There may be grants available for changes to the games barn available from KCC.   In addition Alison Richey highlighted the storage limitations of the Clerk and the need for a parish office in the very near future. Richard King felt there may be grants available for this also. Alison Richey proposed the formation of a sub-committee of the Parish Council to investigate what options were available to solve these issues. Action: Clerk, Roger Harper, Pat Parr, Alison Richey, Bill Smyth
ABC democratic services letter (re email dated 1/7) – councillors signed the revised acceptance of office forms.
Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town council planning letter dated 5/7 – it was agreed a letter should be sent to reinforce Leiston’s proposal that town and parish councils should receive assistance in large complicated planning cases which would otherwise be beyond their means.  







Action: Clerk
KALC Vision for Kent emailed 28/6 – the councillors felt that on the whole, they did not support the content of this document.  Feedback would be given by Peter Rawlinson to KALC.  


Action: Peter Rawlinson
KALC Service Level agreement emailed 16/6 – Ambrose Oliver would forward his points on this document to Peter Rawlinson to pass onto KALC at the next opportunity.  




Action: Peter Rawlinson
For noting:

Kent Stour Countryside Newsletter emailed 5/7

KALC Kent Forum briefing emailed 4/7
Kent Link Selection event emailed 28/6

Parish Seminar KHS Agenda (Bill only) emailed 30/6

KHS new staffing 21/6 emailed 

Digital Switchover Pack received 28/6

July Edition of Clerks and Councils Direct

Kent Link Bulletin June emailed 16/6

KALC June minutes, emailed 14/6

Ashford Voice, emailed 14/6

Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee (HOSC) notes, emailed 14/6

KCC Member Charging letter (to Alison Richey) 14/6

Ashford Housing Strategy letter emailed 14/6

Mayor of Ashford letter, emailed 14/6

ABC Rural Homes Protocol emailed 14/6

Leader’s announcement 9/6

9.  ACCOUNTS: Monthly income & expenditure in July:

Income:





£

Coffee am (Village Hall extension)


92.00

Coffee am (Village Hall extension)


86.00

Expenditure





£
Heber May 





367.42

Heber June





332.38

Telecottage welcome packs April and May 

3.10

Pat Parr Basketball Net 




5.99

Bolts for picnic table 




40.72

Plants for the Glebe 




41.46

Green Thumb May




66.00

Tessa Hilder minutes




65.00

Rec fencing and stiles




2,155.20

Clerk salary





629.85

HMRC Tax & NI





13.58

Approval of the accounts for the month, for cheques to be signed: Proposed:  Peter Rawlinson, Seconded : Roger Harper.
10. PUBLIC DISCUSSION 
The Chairman closed the EPC meeting at 9.05pm and re-opened it at 9.15 pm.   
11. PLANNING 

Planning Applications submitted to Ashford Borough Council this month for Egerton Parish Council to consider and decisions recently taken by ABC to be noted, details of which may be accessed on line at:  http://www.ashford.gov.uk/online_planning/    Individuals may also register via the website with ABC to receive regular alerts of new applications and decisions.
New:
	11/00723/AS
	Land adjacent to Heronsdale Farm Stationing of a static caravan for accommodation whilst farmhouse approved under 11/00173/AS is constructed
	Supported by EPC on the condition that the caravan is only on site during construction of the house. 


Relating to Conditions only:
	08/01150/CON/A/AS
	Tresmond, Newland Green Lane, Egerton, , TN27 9EP 
Discharge of conditions 3, 5 & 9


Planning Committee Applications:
	11/00301/AS

11/00302/AS
	Malthouse Farm, Rock Hill Road TN27 9EB

Demolish external w.c. Take down rear wall, side wall and flat roof to woodstore.  Form new single storey extension to provide improved kitchen area.

	11/00575/AS
	Little Wanden, Wanden lane TN27 9DB

Conversion and extension of integral garage to form annexe


Permitted:

	11/00579/AS
	11 Stevens Close, TN27 9DZ

Erection of two storey side extension including conservatory to rear and provision of dormer window to front roof slope


Biogas, Westwell – Unfortunately Peter Rawlinson was unable to attend the open meeting at Charing.  
Lois Tilden would register EPC’s objections to the proposal by emphasising the environmental impact of the production and associated transport and questioning the real scale of the carbon footprint when taking into account the whole process.












Action: Lois Tilden
The George- It was agreed that Lois Tilden would contact ABC to check that any planning matters had all been dealt with correctly.  










 Action: Lois Tilden
12. Any Other Business/Information
Water supply on the Glebe: Bill Smyth wishes to look into the possibility of having a water supply on the glebe to water the plants there. 









Action: Bill Smyth
Dog Fouling Signage:  This temporary sign had proved to be effective in Rock Hill Road.  
It was felt that it would now serve more purpose at the lower entrance to the playing fields.  Bill Smyth agreed to re-locate it.  Action: Bill Smyth
The meeting closed at 9.45 pm.
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