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Ospringe Parish Council 

The Annual Parish Meeting was held on Wednesday 7th May 2025 in the Church room, Church of St Peter and St Paul, Water Lane.  Due to the small number of people in attendance it was decided that masks would not be worn as precautions against COVID 19.  The meeting commenced at 7.04 pm 

Present:			A Keel – Chairman
			Cllr C Elworthy  
			Cllr A Bowles
Cllr R Simmons
Cllr B Flynn
Cllr C James – arrived 7.30 pm		

			K Lockwood – Clerk

Apologies were received from Cllr Rich Lehmann, Mr McIntosh, PC Chittim. 
The meeting was attended by members of the public.
The Chairman opened the Annual Parish meeting and welcomed everyone.

069/25 Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Annual Parish Meeting in 2024.

070/25	Matters Arising. There were no matters arising.

071/25	Chairman’s report. 
There had been 12 meetings and 1 EGM in the past year.The only change in councillors was that Charlie James had been co-opted on to the parish council.  The PC continues to seek suitable volunteers to become parish councillors.  

Highways- there had been 2 road closures on the A251, and 3 closures of roads in the parish to allow for work on bridges over the M2. The parish council had engaged with contractors and Kent Highways Services to achieve good outcomes for motorists.  

The parish council had liaised with Gary Gibbs throughout the year about various matters including potholes in the parish and overhanging vegetation. 

The Chairman had met with residents concerned about the safety of pedestrians where public footpaths cross certain roads in the parish and there is insufficient awareness drawn to motorists about the issue.  This concern would be revisited when a future version of the Highway Improvement Plan is drawn up.

The Parish Council had engaged with South East Water about their slow response to the leak at the entrance to Lorenden Park on the Eastling Road. The issue was expedited and work carried out to remedy the problem.

The Chairman thanked Cllr C Elworthy and the volunteer team for their SpeedWatch sessions.

Highway Improvement Plan (HIP)- the parish council are pushing forward with two schemes for speed limits on Whitehill, Eastling Road and Porters Lane and width restrictions on Porters Lane and Plumford Lane.  The HIP would be reviewed to see what other highways issues could be addressed.

Lighting- Two lights had gone out in the parish; one had taken longer to repair due to trying to find a cost-effective solution.  Both were now working.

The parish council continues to look for an alternative cost-effective energy supplier and is reviewing the maintenance contract to see if it can achieve better value for money.


The parish council purchased a defibrillator which is installed on the front wall of the Anglican Catholic Church. Details will be put on the website.

The purchase of Norman’s Wood was completed. Cllrs A Keel and C Elworthy would apply for a grant for a woodland management plan to open the way for other grants. The Chairman thanked the Crofts family for giving the parish council ownership of the wood. A low-key celebration with the family would be held at some point in the future.

The playground- the Chairman thanked Cllr C Elworthy for the use of his telehandler to carry out essential repair work on the roundabout which had significantly reduced the cost of the work.  Further work and expenditure would be needed, namely replacing some of the safety matting.  Two small grants had been achieved towards the work and an application for another grant had been made to Swale BC.to assist with the likely costs.

LorryWatch- registration had been made.

Finances- The parish council is mindful of the need to act with prudence in looking after residents’ money. Grants had been made to PFCA for two projects; funding fencing for the pre-school and for car park works at the community hall.  

The parish council had worked with PFCA on the V Day 80 event which had been a success. A profit had been made which it had been agreed would be shared equally between the two organisations. 

Planning- There had been more applications than usual during the year. The applications had ranged from minor work on trees, to household and major applications.
The parish council had spent considerable time on the Brogdale Farm application which had been refused by Swale Borough Council.  There is an extant Brogdale Collections application for a visitor centre.  The application for six dwellings on Land adjacent to Halke Cottage had been granted.  Applications had been refused on policy grounds including; a bungalow on Abbots Hill; a dwelling on land adjoining Broomhill Cottages; and conversion of a barn at 3 Parsonage Oast.

Other applications including on Hansletts Lane, at Coombe Cottage and Huda were permitted.

On going applications include: The Meads, Queen Court Barns and Judds Folly Hotel.

A presentation was made to the parish council in July by the representative for the applicant of a care home at Syndale Park. No further communication had been received from them.  The applicant for the Great Barn, at the Queen Court site had addressed the PC about their change of plans.

The parish council attended The Retreat planning appeal, the appeal was allowed which potentially sets a precedent for other G & T sites on Elverland Lane.

Planning Enforcement- there is frustration about the lack of engagement and action by Swale BC particularly in relation to Hilltop Farm, Kennaways and Horseshoe Farm. This erodes confidence in the Enforcement Team and enforcement process.

The parish council has a new website address: ospringeparishcouncil.gov.uk. The Facebook page is kept up to date.

The Chairman concluded by thanking the Vice-Chair, Councillors and the Clerk for their efforts.

072/25 	Parish Council finances.  
Finances had been stretched in the year and reserves had been dipped into.  This said, the parish council looks after finances carefully on behalf of parishioners. 

073/25	Parish Reports
Painters Forstal Gardening Club –
Representatives reported on the events which had taken place during the year including a plant sale in May, which had raised funds, a club visit to ‘No Name Nursery’, a picnic and tour by the head gardener at Belmont House, an autumn plant show at Lorenden School, and interesting talks by Chelsea Winner Rosy Winner, and in November by fruit farmer Mr Elworthy about fruit farming. A Christmas meal had been organised at The Alma pub.  The AGM took place in February with between 40 and 50 members turning up.  There had been a fluctuation in membership. A talk by Alan Harvey on propagation had been entertaining. There had been a spring plant sale with new members showing for the first time.

Ospringe in Bloom- The organisers reported on the year’s successful competition. They have already started to look at the spring gardens in the parish.

The Chairman thanked the organisers for their work with the Ospringe in Bloom event.

Lorenden Trust – Cllr R Simmons reported that the ash dieback seemed to have finished.  The snowdrops had been good. Badgers had been spotted in the park.  A footpath entrance going into the Park from Eastling Road diagonally opposite the junction with Plumford Lane had been agreed by the Trust and a kissing gate would be put in. There would be no formal footpaths created in the park itself as a result of this new entrance.  A black poplar had been noted.

Friends of Ospringe Church-Cllr R Simmons reported that a new noticeboard would be installed imminently.

Speed Watch – There are currently 10 volunteers. Over 14 sessions 374 vehicles have been caught going more than 35 mph.  52 mph had been recorded as the top speed. Speed offence letters sent out as a result of  sessions include 292 letters sent for a first offence, 22 for an excessive speed offence of more than 45 mph, 1 for a second speed offence, and 1 for a third speed offence.  SpeedWatch has generally been well received in the parish.

Cllr C Elworthy would look to engage with PC Chittim to assist with Speedwatch.

074/25	AOB
	There was no other business.
	
	The Chairman closed the meeting and thanked all who had attended. The meeting ended at 7.46pm.

	All the members of the public left the meeting.



