


[bookmark: _Hlk71306648]Minutes of the Meeting of
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council held on
Tuesday 4th November 2025 at 7.30pm 
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr L Hopkins (Chair), Cllr M Martin (Vice-Chair), Cllr G Hendrickson, Cllr A Hopkins, Cllr S Pennell, Cllr H Rogers, and T Grimes (Clerk)

1. To consider any apologies for absence
GP gave apologies being unwell, which were approved.
SM gave apologies for her late arrival due to attending another meeting.

2. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM declared an interest in the clerk’s wages. 

3. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held Tuesday 7th October 2025 
The minutes were accepted as a true record and duly signed by the chair.

4. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public 
There were no members of the public present but AH reported that there was a building on the field between Carlton and Sutton. Having not been consulted by planning, the matter was reported to NSDC in case permission is required.

5. To note matters arising from previous minutes 
The clerk reported that the posts by the crossroads had been removed.
LH reported that NSDC had confirmed ownership of the road to the pumping station at the South of the village. It was noted that the bin was full last week so LH had reported it to NSDC and it was emptied within 2 days. 

6. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
As neither were present this item was moved to later in the meeting. When the chair returned to the item DCllr SM reported the following:
A statutory requirement from Government had initiated the food waste collection proposals which must be implemented by 2027. NSDC have delayed implementation because of devolution – it would not be wise to invest in bins until it was known what the rest of the county were planning. NSDC will have to get 8 new vehicles, 55071 23 litre bins for outdoors and 7 litre bins for indoors. There will be 18 new staff to undertake weekly collections which will go to the digestor plant at Colwick. They have budgeted £1.34m and set aside a further £1.2m for extra costs.  
The traveller site at Weston has been refused by the Planning Inspectorate due to paperwork not being submitted. NSDC now have to decide what enforcement action to take.


7. To receive feedback from meetings/training attended
a. Safer Neighbourhood Group
MM reported that GP had been unable to attend being ill. GP had asked MM to attend in his place but MM was away on holiday. 
b. New Councillor training
AH and HR reported having attended and found it useful.

The clerk reported having attended an update meeting on the Local Government Review, but there was nothing new to report – it confirmed all that Cllr BL had already mentioned.

8. To consider matters related to flooding 
The clerk reported having been asked to update the flood warden information held by NSDC. It was out of date and she had directed the enquirer to contact MM.

9. To report on any ongoing issues from Pears’ lorries
There was nothing to report.

10. To report on any ongoing issues at One Acre 
There was nothing to report.

11. To consider matters relating to the Great North Road Solar Farm
The clerk reported having received several communications from the planning Inspectorate regarding materials that had been published and the upcoming meetings at the Showground in November. 
a. Joint Parishes Action Group 
JPAG had issued some guidance from the planning consultant regarding the November meetings which stated that the council could elaborate on their submission. It is not an opportunity to raise new issues or to reiterate what has already been submitted. There was some discussion as to whether this was necessary and It was felt that the following points needed some expansion:
· flooding – the fact that the panels run parallel to the slope on clay fields means there needs to be further mitigation 
· viewpoints - the reasoning behind the viewpoint requested needed to be given
· loss of good quality farmland – the land quality needed to be checked independently
· biodiversity – there are conflicting opinions on this and proof of impact is needed by providing data from other solar farms
It was therefore agreed that LH should register to speak and raise these points.
LH noted that there is a JPAG meeting on 10th November which she will attend. 
The clerk reported having submitted the council’s planning response to JPAG as requested.





12. To consider responding to the following correspondence:
a. Unity Trust Bank – new interest rate
The clerk reported that the interest rate would be dropping from 2.25% to 2.1%. She had looked at other account rates – the best was 2.2%. Given the small amount held in savings and the trouble of sorting out new accounts, it was felt it was not worth moving funds to a higher interest account which may then drop in the coming weeks.

13. To consider responding to the following consultations:
a. Notts CC – School Admissions Arrangements 2027/8
It was felt that no response was necessary but that, as in previous years, councillors should make residents aware of the consultation via Whatsapp.

14. To consider the following financial matters
a. To note the bank reconciliation
The chair asked if everyone agreed with the figures and then signed the documents.
b. To consider adding a 4th signatory to the bank account
Having lost M Eley as councillor, she needed removing as signatory. The clerk suggested a replacement be added to the account because the last meeting had demonstrated that it was necessary – LH had been on holiday and GP had been ill leaving only GH to approve payments which consequently were made late, when LH returned. 

RESOLVED: To remove ME from the account and add HR as a signatory.
(proposed LH, seconded MM, carried unanimously)

The clerk had prepared forms to remove ME which were duly signed and the necessary information to add HR was gathered for submission.

c. To note the monthly direct debit of £20.99 has started for the email services from Hugofox
This was noted.
d. To approve the following payments 
i. Clerk’s wages TBC
The clerk submitted a timesheet for 16 hours 51 minutes. The unused 3 hours 9 minutes will be added to those built up in the past few months, meaning the regular contracted hours would be paid and 19 hours 51 minutes remain in hand for the year end.
ii. NSDC – Dog Bins - £71.76
iii. Notts ALC - Training - £90
The clerk reported that only one invoice has arrived to date for £45 but a second is expected, so suggested approving both to enable payment when the second invoice arrived.

RESOLVED: To make the above payments.
(proposed LH, seconded GH, carried unanimously, MM did not vote)


15. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
The clerk tabled a copy of Clerks and Councils Direct for circulation.

16. To note the date of the next meeting 
The next meeting will be on 2nd December at 7.30pm

The meeting closed at 20:35
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