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Neighbourhood Plan – Education & Young People 
 
Notes of a meeting of the Topic Group-Education & Young People held on the 20th March 
2017 at 2pm in the Town Council Chamber: - 
 
Present:   Cllr S Matthews (Chairman), Mrs J Anscombe (Vice-Chairman), Sister 
   Francis, Cllr P Darby. 

 
NP Consultant:  Mr R Morfey 
Deputy Town Clerk:  Mrs C Smith 
Admin Assistant:  Ms K Furnass 

 
1. Apologies 
Mrs S Palmer 

 
2. Introductions & Welcome  
Roger Morfey (Planning Consultant) gave a brief overview of the Topic Groups and how they 
work. How they would gather information to pass onto the Steering Group. 
The idea is to build up a plan of how they would like to see Swaffham at the end of the 20yr 
period. A planning exercise of land use, infrastructure and social needs. 
Where to start; the most obvious starting point is pre-school, then through schools, careers, 
social groups, travel, jobs, young families, how these are all supported. How to build this into 
land use, planning? 
 
A case study of how a topic can be fed into the N Plan is to be to be posted on the Town 
Council’s web site. 
 
3. Discussion points 
 Buildings that could be utilised for multi-use. The Drill Hall, Leisure Centre, Assembly 

Rooms, Community Centre, The Convent, Stanleys. The group are asked to supply the 
Chairman and Deputy Clerk with a list of buildings and how they envisage them being 
used. 

 What are these buildings being used for now and how can they be utilised? 
 Can the N Plan achieve anything? It is a Statutory Right, it is legally binding, it is within 

the Localism Act. If adopted the N Plan must be taken into account. 
 Important to have evidence of proof of needs. 
 Jobs Fair, apprenticeships; Roger Morfey to look into associated web sites for the next 

meeting 
 Links to companies offering apprentiships; Sister Francis will also provide information on 

this 
 Government funded nursery places. There is a serious need for more in the area. 

 
 

4. Objectives 
 To look at the bigger picture, which way do the group think that Swaffham should expand? 

Is West the best option? North Norfolk is also very important with the A47 playing a major 
part. Take into consideration places like Cambridge, their property prices, work availability 
in relation to London. We are central to Norfolk, could this bring more residents and 
businesses to Swaffham? Would this be a direction for Swaffham to follow, would the 
group want to see these sorts of changes? 

 Information on school admittance numbers, predicted growth. A report from Chris Hey 
(Sister Francis to provide her report for the next meeting). 

 To find out what art’s, music & culture facilities are available in Swaffham. 
 Information point - all-encompassing web site for groups to access information (Sally 

Palmer to arrange a questionnaire) 
 

A report from Cllr S Matthews as Appendix 1. 
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5. Summary: 
Some topics had already been talked through at an informal meeting previously held so an 
idea of the basic structure was beginning to take form. Information gathering has been 
allocated to the appropriate group members. At this stage information about school numbers, 
growth of admissions and pre-school places is a major part of the process.  Meetings will also 
be arranged with the youths through the Schools and the Community Centre with feed back to 
the group. 
When all the information has been gathered, the group can start to think about how to use the 
information in the process of the N Plan.  

 
6. Date of Next Meetings: 
 Thursday 20th April 2pm, Town Hall  

 
Meeting closed at 3.20pm 
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