983

Westwell Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council

         Held on Monday 7th January 2019 at 7.00pm in the Parish Hall
1. Open Forum                                     

One member of the public was present.
Concerns were expressed with regard to littering throughout the parish.  The Chairman agreed, noting that litter is more visible in winter; a litter pick will be arranged.
It was reported that resurfacing of Pilgrims Way by Highways had been halted by George Horne where it crossed his land, due to unsuitability of the proposed material to be used and lack of notification.  The Chairman stated that at a meeting of the Joint Transportation Board (JTB) it was reported that resurfacing of Pilgrims Way was awaiting clearance from Natural England, and that the works had been initiated without appropriate notice to the landowner.  The Parish Council will write to the PROW Office noting its concerns.
The Parish Council was advised that the notice had been received of the annual motorcycle trial, to be held on the morning of 27th January 2019 following a circular route from the Gliding Club.  The Vice-chairman will alert residents in Pilgrims Way.

2. Present and Apologies
Cllr Mrs Drury (Chairman), Cllr Bainbridge (Vice-chairman), Cllr Ms Farrington, Cllrs Bartlett, Butcher, Lawrence, Lister and Mrs S Wood (Clerk).  Cllr Krause (ward member) attended.  Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs Wyatt (indisposed) and Cllr Faulkner (prior commitment).
3. Declaration of Interests 

Cllr Mrs Drury:  agenda item 8.3 (OSI), agenda item 12.7 (OSI).
4. Borough Councillor’s report
Cllr Krause reported that the Inspectors’ report on the Local Plan has been published:  the A20 Corridor sites and Policy have been deleted; the gypsy and traveller site in Watery Lane [S44] has been restricted to 1 pitch and acoustic fencing must be put in.  

The status of the second pitch on the Watery Lane site was queried; the Chairman advised that a retrospective application for planning permission will likely be submitted, but this may be included as part of an application for permission for the whole site given that the temporary permission has expired.
Cllr Krause noted that current occupants on the Watery Lane site may not meet the new definition of travellers and agreed that this would contravene the Local Plan, with the result that the site could be occupied by others if they met the criteria.
The Local Plan will likely go to the February meeting of the Cabinet and to the full Council in April.

The Chairman advised that a formal complaint has been sent to ABC re its failure to take account of the increased number of properties in the parish from 2019, when calculating the Concurrent Functions Grant due to the parish.

5. Resolution to exclude the public
It was proposed that, under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be dealt with, the press and public leave the meeting during item 6 namely, to debate the recommendations of the Staffing Committee.            
Resolved: 
That the press and public be excluded during discussion of item 6, namely, to debate the recommendations of the Staffing Committee.
6. Staffing Committee report
The Vice-chairman and Cllr Butcher reported that the Committee had reviewed the results of the Clerk’s appraisal; it was acknowledged that there may be an increase in workload arising from the upcoming parish boundary change.  The Staffing Committee had recommended a 2% salary increase, but had agreed that if the NALC award was greater this would be implemented.  Cllr Butcher advised that NALC has recommended an increase of 3.55% for the Clerk’s Spinal Column Point (SCP), on a sliding scale – higher SCPs will receive a smaller percentage increase.  The SCP rating system is being abolished and new bands implemented.  The Staffing Committee recommended that the Clerk’s salary be increased by 3.55%.  The Chairman proposed that the report of the Staffing Committee be accepted and the Clerk’s salary be increased by 3.55% in line with the NALC award.
Resolved:  

That the report of the Staffing Committee be accepted, and that the Clerk’s salary be increased by 3.55%, in line with the NALC recommendation.

The Open meeting was reconvened.
7. Minutes and Matters Arising

7.1 Minutes of 5th November 2018
Resolved:

That the Minutes of the meeting of Westwell Parish Council held on 5th November be approved and confirmed as a true record.
7.2   Matters Arising 
7.2.1 Traffic speed survey:  Locations have been agreed with KCC and Cllr Simkins will give a grant to meet the £700 cost.   If successful consideration will be given to conducting a survey at Downs View.
7.2.2  KALC Effective Higher Level Planning Training module:  Cllr Mrs Wyatt did not attend because of the requirement that attendees should have undertaken other, specified, training modules.  This will be taken up with KALC.
8. Planning matters
8.1  Planning applications received

18/01729/AS  Bears  Corner, Westwell Lane, Ashford TN26 1JA
Retrospective application for Summer House/Store
It was noted that the Summer House is being used for kennels.  Cllr Bartlett suggested that a comment be made that the use should not cause a noise nuisance to neighbours, but it is unclear how this would be enforced.  The Chairman noted that noise is a different issue, being an environmental nuisance and environmental nuisance procedures should be invoked.  Planning permission is needed due to its distance from the house and because it is a permanent structure.  It was proposed that the Parish Council has no comment to make on the application.

Resolved:

That the Parish Council has no comment to make on the application.

18/01741/AS  Dunn Street Cottage, Pilgrims Way, Westwell TN25 4NJ

Extension, remodelling and part re planning of Cottage including demolition of existing conservatory, extension of summerhouse including demolition of flat roofed store, construction of external storage building/workshop, construction of new garage and car port and associated external works and landscaping
The property is not visible from the road.  There would be no increase in massing and the proposed footprint is slightly smaller than the existing.  It was proposed that the application be supported.
Resolved:

That the application be supported.
8.2  Planning applications received after distribution of the agenda  
No applications have been received.
8.3  Local Plan to 2030

See item 4.

The Chairman advised that the Inspectors’ report was published on 7th January 2019; the Summary made particular reference to the deletion of 7 unsuitable sites, and protection of the AONB [S44].  The Chairman noted that the housing target is 1440/per year for 5 years, but this can include outline permissions; the figure of 1440 is calculated from the backlog/delays arising from the late delivery of J10a/a 20% buffer because of under-delivery.  The buffer will, in time, reduce to 5%.
Site S44:  The Inspectors’ report states that ‘Although located between the M20 and a railway line an Inspector previously found that the proximity of these negative landscape elements places a greater emphasis on the need to protect remaining open areas (Ref: APP/E2205/A/13/2190874).   It might be possible to limit the visual effects of the 4 pitches proposed at the rear of the site but these measures themselves would be likely to appear artificial.  More fundamentally there is no justification for allocating pitches in an area which has the highest status of protection in relation to landscape and scenic beauty.’  It is unknown if the current occupiers meet the definition for gypsy and travellers; further it is unclear who determines if they meet the criterion, but the Chairman advised that this would have to be included in the planning application.

An update will be sought from ABC on the contravention order relating to the second caravan on the site, noting that in the Local Plan only one pitch is permitted.
The letter to Highways England re the ‘triangle’ will be followed-up.
8.4 Other planning matters

8.4.1   Park House Farm:  The applicant has submitted a request that the application be determined, given that the application was submitted in January 2018.
8.5  Village confines map 

Cllr Mrs Wyatt and the Vice-chairman attended a workshop in Civic Centre on the confines exercise.  The Vice-chairman reported that ABC will accept minor alterations to its draft confines map.  The line was drawn so as to preclude development in gardens.  The Conservation Area remains unchanged.   A number of anomalies were reported, including: the omission of Gold Hill; the line was drawn through the rear gardens at Downs View – it was acknowledged that these properties were built when it was expected that people would have an allotment in the garden; the line was drawn too tightly around Holly House; the line went through an outbuilding at Court Lodge; omission of the Granary at The Mill House.
Minor variations to the line were proposed for consistency.
It was agreed that a variety of maps on boards will be provided at the public consultation, to be held in the parish hall on 26th and 27th January.  Sheets for comments will be available.  Cllr Bartlett suggested that an overlay be provided on a satellite image.
Comments on the map should be submitted by 19th February.

The Appraisal report will be uploaded to the website.

9. Financial report

9.1  Progress against Budget to date    The updated spreadsheet was circulated.  
9.2  Payments in accordance with the Budget
Resolved: 

That the following payments be agreed in accordance with the Budget.
	Payments
	£

	Print Junction (December Westwell Eye)
	217.98

	Blean Tree Care (tree surgery, playing field)
	348.00

	S Wood (salary November)
	500.93

	S Wood (salary December)
	500.93

	Print Junction (December Westwell Eye)
	217.98

	Charing Surgery Gardening Group
	50.00

	S Wood (expenses and allowances)
	25.75

	Print Junction (January Westwell Eye)
	174.38

	SLCC (subscription)
	54.40

	Pragnells Gardening Services (cemetery/hall)
	120.00


	Receipts
	£

	Lloyds Bank interest
	1.34

	Cheque write back: Print Junction (December Westwell Eye)
	217.98

	Cheque write back:  Charing Surgery Gardening Group
	50.00


                Balance (cheque and deposit accounts):   £ 30447.97   Balance (No 2 account):  £  4158.18
It was suggested that a contribution be sought from the Westwell Players towards the cost of the tree surgery, given that this was in readiness for their storage container.

It was confirmed that the Hall Management Committee has paid for the acoustic panels in the parish hall.

9.3  Works to which the Parish Council is committed
Repairs to the hall access track:  It is hoped that the Players’ storage container will be moved to its new site on the playing field before the drainage works on the hall access track are carried out.  
Pedestrian access to the playing field:  The Vice-chairman reported that a site meeting may be needed with the Highways steward and Lisa Willoughby [KCC Highways Ashford District Manager].  A map and photos have been sent to the Highways steward.
Players’ storage container:  In hand with Frank Dwyer and Neil Yates.

9.4  Eye financial report  Nothing to report.
9.5  Draft Budget 2019-2020

The draft Budget was circulated.  
Cllr Butcher advised that the Concurrent Functions Grant cannot be used to reduce the Precept.

Cllr Lawrence asked for details of the ‘Boundary Change Services’; the Chairman advised that these will include a ‘Welcome to Westwell’ event, a new noticeboard, leaflet drop, increased costs of the Eye printing, and a possible increase in the Clerk’s hours.
The Vice-chairman asked how the percentage increase in the Council Tax demand will be shown on the bills for those paying into the Precept for the first time, the Clerk to seek clarification.

It was proposed that the Precept be set at £24367.

A vote was taken.  There were six votes in favour and one abstention.
Resolved:

That the Precept be set at £24367.
It was proposed that the Concurrent Functions Grant and Council Tax Support Grant be claimed in addition to the Precept.

Resolved:

That the Concurrent Functions Grant and Council Tax Support Grant be claimed in addition to the Precept.

10. Working Group to review the Westwell Eye finances following the parish boundary change

The Chairman reported that printing costs for the Eye will increase after the boundary change, and more distributors will be needed.  It was agreed that a working group be set up to review the Eye’s finances, comprising the Vice-chairman, Cllr Mrs Wyatt (if willing), Cllr Bartlett – the Vice-chairman to chair the group.  The group will liaise with the Eye editor and Clerk.
11. Clerk’s report 

11.1  Correspondence:  All correspondence has been circulated.  
11.2  Clerk’s training report: No training has been offered.
11.3  GDPR:  No subject access requests have been received.  The PC’s complaint re the loss of councillors’ data has been sent to Lloyds Bank, and a substantive response is awaited.
12. Reports from Parish representatives
12.1 KALC  The Chairman reported that the next meeting is on 23rd January.  The AGM was held on 17th November and included a discussion on speed limits. A presentation was given by Diabetes UK; a piece to raise awareness of local self-help groups will be sent to the Eye.  ABC regards the KALC Committee as a conduit for information to parishes, replacing the Parish Forum and Rural Conference.
12.2 ACRK   Cllr Butcher advised that the AGM was held on November 13th; there will be a management meeting on 21st January. ACRK is now a CIO.
12.3 Highways   Cllr Lister reported that the Highways steward has advised that potholes in the Potters Corner ‘layby’ will not be repaired until the next financial year.  A number of potholes in the village have been marked.  
Litter – see the Open Session.  A number of litter picking events will be organised during February, the Clerk to obtain equipment from ABC (hoops, pickers, bags and gloves), or from Westbourne Hygiene if unavailable from ABC.
12.4 Tree Warden   Cllr Lister was thanked for removing the ivy-covered leaning tree in Westwell Lane, near Dunn Street.
12.5 Parish Hall Management Committee The acoustic panels are being put up in the hall.  Soil dug out to accommodate the Players’ storage container needs to be spread, possibly where needed on the matting.
12.6 Playing Field Association  The replacement bin will be ordered by the Vice-chairman.  The Chairman will ask Dougal Faulkner to carry out minor repairs to playing field equipment.  Incorporation of the PFA as a CIO is in hand with Cllr Ms Farrington, who will contact Jenny Bradbury (ACRK). 
12.7  Lorry parking  The trial was recently covered by the BBC and supported by a Polish driver, who welcomed the improvement in driver conditions.  The Chairman gave a written statement to the September Joint Transportation Board (JTB) and spoke at the JTB December meeting, with Darren Smith (Waterbrook lorry park).
12.8  Broadband provision   In hand with the Vice-chairman.
13. Any other business
13.1  Cllr Bartlett advised that an AED will be installed at the Hare and Hounds, courtesy of KF&RS. 
13.2  Cllr Bartlett offered the help of the Sandyhurst Lane Residents Association to distribute copies of the Eye after the boundary change.
13.3  Citizenship Award:  this will be an agenda item for the March meeting.

13.4  Annual Parish Meeting:  there will not be a guest speaker, allowing more time for reports and socialising.
14. Dates for future meetings
4th March, 25th March (Annual Parish Meeting), 14th May, 1st July, 2nd Sept, 4th November 2019.
The meeting closed at 9.35pm.
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