Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
18th June 2024
APPROVED MINUTES

	Interests
	Present 

18.30
	Cllr A Sharp

Cllr M Ridley

Cllr D Rogan-Mackie

Cllr G Heppell
	Cllr S Dalglish

Cllr S Nixon
	Mrs Susan Saunders – clerk


	
	109/24
	109/24.01 Apologies for absence - Cllr J Hunter (Indisposed); Cllr A Cheverst – prior engagement
109/24.02 Co-option of Councillor –Sam Jackson was co-opted to the council.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr G Heppell                        AGREED   

	
	110/24
	Declarations of Interest 

The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes.  

	
	111/24
	Other Financial Matters

111/24.01 Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2023/2024        

111/24.02 To consider and agree any actions arising from the report of the internal auditor                                                                                   

111/24.03 To approve the Annual Governance Statement                  

111/24.04 To approve the draft annual accounts for 2023/2024                     

111/24.05 To approve the Accounting Statement and Explanation of Variance
111/24.06 To approve the dates for Public Rights.
111/24.07 Asset Register -One of the solar lights on Comb Hill was missing otherwise members were happy with the register 

The AGAR return was approved                                                                      

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                     AGREED

	
	112/24
	Borderlands
A meeting was held, and various suggestions put forward. There will be a more formal report for the meeting in July.

	
	113/24
	Staffing Issues

113/24.01 Nomination for representative to the staffing committee. Cllr S Nixon was nominated and accepted.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr G Heppell                     AGREED
Resolution to Exclude Press and Public
To consider a resolution to exclude the public and accredited representatives of newspapers from the following item relevant to a subject which affects the Council’s area.
Resolution
“That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.”
This resolution is moved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by s.100 of the Local Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of newspapers be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 by virtue of the paragraph specified against the item.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie                     AGREED
113/24.02 To accept the resignation of the clerk – the resignation was accepted.

113/24.03 To agree notice period and that the staffing committee undertake an exit interview with the Clerk. – The clerk has given a month’s notice with effect from 1st June 2024. However, she is willing to stay on and help with the recruitment process. Cllr G Heppell (Chair of staffing Committee) will undertake the review.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie                     AGREED
113/24.04 To authorise the staffing committee to undertake a resourcing review, and any resulting recruitment –
113/24.05 To agree the main terms and conditions of employment to be offered and shared via recruitment adverts
It was agreed that the staffing committee would look at the above items and report back to council at the July meeting.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr S Dalglish                    AGREED


	
	114/24
	Dates and times of next meetings

Grounds Meeting –24th June 2024 – 10.00am

Town Council Meeting – Monday 1st July 2024 – 6.30pm in the library, first floor
Staffing Committee meeting Thursday 28th June – 5pm Old Land Factor OOffiice.


Signed Chair:                                                  Date:  1st July  2024              Page 2 of 3

