WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held in Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 16th May 2016 



Acting Chair:

Cllr S Martinson
Councillors Present: 
Cllr P Thompson; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr A Allen; Cllr S Power; Cllr W Allen; Cllr R Butler; 
Cllr L Chesters; Clr T Hunter
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



Annual Parish Meeting
1 Welcome
11 members of the public were present.  The Chair welcomed everyone to the Meeting to share their views with the Parish Council Members.  Mr Parker asked if the Parish Council requested the new horse warning sign (Chair confirmed request for signage submitted Nov 2014).  Mr Parker requested the Parish Council writes to the 3 main studs now to request hi vis is worn.  Letter sent last month to one and this was not received well.  The Chair confirmed the Parish Council would persevere with this.  Mr Parker asked if registering various parcels of land has been done.  Cllr Martinson confirmed that this would return to the agenda and would be done.  

Mr Parker gave a report from the Higginson trust. 
A resident asked if the White Lion pub is registered as a community asset.  Discussion followed about registering the pub as an asset. Concerns raised over number of car parking spaces in relation to the planning application.  Traffic concerns eg in relation to tractors driving on the pavements and leaving them covered in mud were discussed. Chair confirmed that the Parish does periodically write to the farmers to raise matters.  The speed of the tractors is also of concern.  
Mrs Thornhill asked if superfast broadband will be coming to Ash which hitherto has been left out.  Can the local community fund this themselves?  Very low speeds and intermittent service is frustrating.  Member of the public suggested residents contact Owen Paterson.  Cllr Dodd informed members that the Shropshire Star is doing an article on this matter.  
Mrs Dutton asked if the 30mph could be extended into Ash Parva.  Chair explained not enough houses to qualify.   New development will change this and it will then qualify for the extended zone.  Lowering of hedges will aid visibility.  
Mr Parker – potholes in Church Lane; light on in Ash Lane.  Potholes have been previously reported.  
Cllr Hunter left at 8pm.


2 Report from the Retiring Chair

Cllr Martinson gave a round up of the year’s events. Report attached.  

3 Report from the Unitary Councillor
Cllr Dakin thanked the Council for all of its assistance over the last year.  Many local services may be lost over the coming years unless the Parishes can take them up.  A ‘big conversation’ is needed over shared services such as the swimming pool.  Not mandatory for the council to provide but it is mandatory for the schools to provide stage 2 swimming lessons.  
Mr Parker raised the matter of 4k patients who will be without a doctor when Richmond surgery closes.  Not strictly a Shropshire Council matter but will be liaising with those involved.  £2m promised for new promises but it has only recently come forward that this won’t be forthcoming from National Health England.  Plans had been passed for a new premises but the lack of funding wasn’t known about.    
4 Eon: Garry Johnson to discuss street lighting
The Chair introduced Mr Johnson for an update eon progress on changing the lighting to LED.  Mr Johnson reported that the lights were in poor condition when they took them over.  Working with Scottish power to replace poor condition boxes containing the cut out fuse.  11 of these boxes have now been done.  Trying also to get Scottish power to change the cables going into the lights and installing new photocells.  Funding has come through for the LED lighting so the order can be placed so lights will start to be installed over next 2 months.  Clearer lighting will be provided.  Less wattage than current lights which will provide a saving.  28/30 watt LED aimed for.  Dimming lights will come on when at dusk until 8am then dim to 75% of output. Midnight until 6am 50% then back to full light until they go off at sun up.  Different timing options are available for consideration.  Very little maintenance – every 3 – 6 years.  10 year warranty on lanterns.  The dimming will extend life of light – c 25 years. Light spread will still provided on same basis as current lighting despite distance of lighting.  Reflectors will be tailored to suit the location.   Cllr Martinson thanked Mr Johnson for attending.



5 John Harrison: North Salop Wheelers – Local transport provision
Recent planning applications locally state that a bus service in place. Only school buses currently run in rural areas – Mr Harrison presented information from Shropshire Wheelers.  Regular free bus services are provided at Manchester station.  A big conversation for rural areas is needed. Services moving out of county – 3 day service at present in this area.  Voluntary service will not be viable for much longer.  Children and maternity hospital services are now at Telford, along with the Courts.  Very good response from Telford and Wrekin and Shirehall about future bus services.  Independent funders needed with collaborative working arrangement.  Any services will be fairly thin on the ground.  Flexible village service is needed.  People coming together to talk.  Existing voluntary services will continue but limited.  Some funding received from Parish Councils now which keeps the buses on the road.  12 vehicles in operation at the moment.  Services mainly provided on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  School runs are also provided.  Cllr Martinson thanked Mr Harrison for attending.  
Annual Parish Meeting closed 8:15pm.
 WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held in Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 16th May 2016 



Acting Chair:

Cllr S Martinson
Councillors Present: 
Cllr P Thompson; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr A Allen; Cllr S Power; Cllr W Allen; Cllr  R Butler; 
Cllr L Chesters
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



1 Election of the Chairperson : 
Cllr Dodd proposed Cllr Martinson; Cllr A Allen seconded. All agreed.  Resolved.  Acceptance of office form completed.  
2 Election of the Vice Chairperson:
 Cllr Chesters proposed Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr Butler.  All agreed. Resolved.  Acceptance of office form duly completed. 
3
Election of other Officers & Representatives:
a) Representative on Local Joint Committee : Cllr W Allen 
b) Emergency Planning Committee : Cllr Powers; Cllr Chesters
c) NSAC/SALC Representative: Cllr Martinson
d) Representative(s) for Charities:
Higginson C of E School Charity: Mr Parker
 Jane Higginson Charity: Mr Parker
Samuel Higginson Almshouses Charity: Mr Parker
Elizabeth Langford Almhouses: Cllr Butler
Whitchurch Relief in Need Cllr Martinson
Ash School House Charity Cllr Martinson
e) Representatives for Ash Parish Rooms Committee: Cllrs Dodd and Hunter
f) Representative for Tilstock & Bradbury Village Hall: Cllr Chesters
g) Helicopter Liaison Group: Cllr Power
4 
Welcome and Present, Apologies &/or Absent
Chair welcomed everyone, apologies from Cllr Hunter.

5 
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary and/or any other Interests
Cllr Martinson declared interest in the White Lion Interest – Cllr Dodd, Cllr Allen
6
Dispensations of DPIs (if appropriate)
None
7 
To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 4th April 2016: Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr Power seconded, all agreed duly signed.  Minutes of Extra meeting on 13th April proposed by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr Chambers, all agreed duly signed.  Minutes of Extraordinary meeting on 25th April, proposed by Cllr Power, Cllr Dodd all agreed.  Duly signed.  
8
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No items brought forward for discussion. 
9
Public Session – Restricted and Relating to matters of Planning as outlined below 
Cllr Martinson informed the meeting that the agent has requested alterations in relation to highways concerns – comments only at this point, the decision will be taken forward to next month.  Want comments but not final response as re-consultation will be made.  No representations made.  .../2
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10
Planning Applications:
Applications: 16/01782/VAR (validated: 25/04/2016)
 Address: Land Adj Lambert Cottage, Ash, Shropshire
 Proposal: Variation of condition No.2 (approved plans) attached to planning permission reference 13/03458/FUL dated 30/04/2014 to allow for amended design detailing, internal changes; conversion of detached tin building and creation of glazed link.
No objections noted on the website.  No comments from Council members.  Supported amendments.  Clerk to inform Shropshire Council.  

16/01707/FUL (validated: 25/04/2016)
 Address: Land Adjacent To White Lion, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire
 Proposal: Erection of 2 No. dwellings together with associated drainage and parking
 Applicant: Mr & Mrs Bentley (The White Lion, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, SY13 4DR)
Cllr Powers took the chair.  Site visit carried out previous week.  Neighbour objection online which was relayed to the meeting.  Concerns noted over potential light loss and loss of amenity – overlooking garden/sun room.  Parking provision for the pub was queried and concerns put forward.  Proposed access to the houses from the village hall/recreation facilities car park.  Residential amenity compromised.  Concerns raised – pub central to the village and the part it plays – loss of parking spaces for pub concern – traffic movement will be difficult.  Hedges could be cut to improve some visibility.  Access would be an issue and will need addressing.  Queried family homes being adjacent to pub in terms of safety.  Lighting and access, lighting, lack of parking provision for the pub.  Affect on neighbouring properties not shown adequately on the plans would like these to be addressed.  Very small properties – inadequate space for future expansion.  PDR should removed at the permission stage.  It was noted that the Planning Department has requested revisions from the agents and further consultation will be made.  No decision taken at this time: to await amendments to the scheme before final comments made.  Cllrs Martinson, Dodd and A Allen returned to the meeting.

16/01711/FUL Abdullah, Steel Heath, Whitchurch SY13 3LF 

Erection of single storey extensions and alterations to existing dwelling and replacement of existing septic tank with packaged sewage treatment plant.

Viewed favourable, all agreed to support. Clerk to inform Shropshire council.




Decisions: 16/00449/FUL (validated: 29/02/2016)
 Address: Land To The North West Of 12A, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire
 Proposal: Erection of detached bungalow Decision: Refuse
16/00601/FUL (validated: 15/02/2016)
 Address: 1 Ashwood Lane, Ash Parva, Whitchurch, SY13 4DX
 Proposal: Erection of a replacement dwelling and detached double garage Decision: Grant Permission
11
Street Lighting/Items requiring maintenance/Repairs
No 15 still day-burning despite Eon attending to it – bill will not be paid until it is fixed. To request return visit.










.../3
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12
Finance
i) Cash book/bank reconciliation for information – year end figures.  – March figures circulated.
ii) Invoices for payment to include annual grants/applications for funding 

iii) Approval of year end accounts/Internal Auditors report/Completion of the Annual Return to the Audit Commission – Files with Internal Auditor – move to June meeting
iv) Renewal of the Insurance policy - Councillors discussed the insurance renewal – Cllr Dodd proposed accepting the 3 year term. Seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed renew for 3 years.  Resolved.
v) Annual playground inspection – Confirmation of booking for inspection by RoSPA for June.  
vi) Confirmation of VAT reclaim for £1616.51

	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Power of Expenditure

	30/04/16
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary
	£329.60
	LGA 1972 s112

	25/04/16
	K&S Plantscapes (127)
	Grounds Maintenance
	£90.00
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss 10 /Public Health Act 1875s164

	03/04/16
	K&S Plantscapes (WL115)
	Grounds Maintenance
	£90.00
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss 10
/Public Health Act 1875s164

	05/05/16
	K&S Plantscapes (141)
	Grounds Maintenance
	£90.00
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss 10
/Public Health Act 1875s164

	30/04/15
	Came & Company
	Insurance
	£812.16
	LGA 1972 s111

LGA 2000 s101


War Memorials Act 1923 s1

	01/04/16
	SALC
	Affiliation fee
	£508.90
	LGA 1972 s143

	18/04/16
	Eon  110953  HOLD
	Repairs
	£194.84
	Parish Councils Act 1957 s3
Highways Act 1980 ss30,72

	18/04/16
	Eon 110957 HOLD
	Repairs
	£74.84
	Parish Councils Act 1957 s3
Highways Act 1980 ss30,72

	18/04/16
	Eon 110956
	Repairs
	£74.84
	Parish Councils Act 1957 s3
Highways Act 1980 ss30,72

	18/04/16
	Eon 110955
	Repairs
	£161.11
	Parish Councils Act 1957 s3
Highways Act 1980 ss30,72

	18/04/16
	Eon 110954
	Repairs
	£154.01
	Parish Councils Act 1957 s3
Highways Act 1980 ss30,72

	18/04/16
	Eon 111033
	Installation of x 11 enclosures 
	£1320.00
	Parish Councils Act 1957 s3
Highways Act 1980 ss30,72

	08/04/16
	Scottish Power 104132215
	Supply
	£369.05
	Parish Councils Act 1957s3
Highways Act 1980 ss30,72

	Date
	Payment Received 
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	

	22/04/15
	Shropshire Council
	Precept
	£18746.89
	LG Finance Act 1992 s41


Additional invoices from Eon, Scottish Power and K&S Plantscapes presented for payment.

Cllr Chambers proposed payment, seconded by Thompson.  All agreed. Resolved.
Cllr Martinson requested delay in annual grant giving until June meeting.  All agreed.
Playground equipment: Slide requires attention.  Chair to request David Gresty to inspect/fix. All agreed.

13
Highways & Environmental Health 

i)
Opportunity to report matters requiring attention
: blocked gully corner of Church Lane/Nantwich Road – needs to be looked at again – flooding on corner dangerous.  New Woodhouses Lane/A525 dangerous bend near phone mast- needs barrier. Clerk to report.  Cllr Dakin has reported bad condition of road surface on roundabout on dual carriageway.  Tilstock drains require regular jetting.    .../4
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Correspondence
i)
Correspondence received/circulated by email – Discuss/Request action to be taken. 
Feedback from letter sent re hi vis. Clerk gave overview of comments received.
Letter received from resident complaining about aircraft noise.  Cllr Martinson suggested Councillors to investigate level of nuisance being caused by the parachute club plane noise.  Cllr Thompson commented that perhaps a new plane is being used and that engine noise has increased - item to be carried to June’s agenda.    

15
Housekeeping
- Adoption of Standing Orders; Risk Assessment; Press and Media Policy; 

Model Publication Scheme; Financial regulations; Shropshire Council’s Code of Conduct: Cllr Martinson proposed adopting all policies, Cllr Power seconded, all agreed. Resolved.
Site Visit Protocol - June agenda (These policies will all be reviewed mid-year)

16
Items for inclusion in the next Agenda 
Defibrillators – Cllr Power to take over role to source.  Meeting closed at 9:10pm.  
Date of next Parish Council Meeting: Monday 6th June 2015 Tilstock Village Hall.
Whitchurch Rural Parish Council - Approval of the Minutes



The Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th May 2016 were approved at a Meeting held on 6th June 2016

Signed by the Chair: 
…………………………………...


