IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 28th August 2019 at Village Hall, School Road, Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

Miss L Brown


JP Carr

P Smith 


Mr D May


A May



L Ellis-Day
D Shroll


V Wilkinson

The meeting started at 7.15pm. There was 4 member of the present.
Apologies -   Agreed and Accepted from Cllr R Elliott, M May, T Maguire, J Dunkley & K Watts
19/30
Public participation

Issue was raised with parking in the loading bay along the High Street as the double yellow lines mean that no parking is allowed.  The parking team at NCC have been advised to monitor parking of cars along the area and also parking on the path and issue tickets. Residents concerned as they state there is no-where else to park except along the High Street which will cause traffic tail backs. No NCC documents state that the area is a loading bay.  Council agreed to contact highways.
Post Office – it was stated that this service will resume at the beginning of September.  Request was made for a post box to be installed near the pc notice board on the corner of School Road and Wollaston Road.
Defibrillator batteries – although an agenda item it was suggested that these be purchased by giving the Clerk delegated powers
Police report sent to councillors prior to the meeting. 
19/31 
Declaration of Interest

A May & D May Re Parsons Hall Agenda item 19/43
L Brown and P Armstrong re Village Hall Agenda item 19/41
19/32
Minutes
The minutes from 26th June 2019 were agreed as a true record
19/33
Co-option

RESOLVED that Mrs A Drage be co-opted to the council to represent the Irchester Ward.  The acceptance of office form was signed at the meeting.
19/33
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
· Cemetery –  remove/mulch tree branches - completed
· Notice board – Little Irchester fitted
· Norse/highways re refuse collection/parking - contacted

· Wetpore & park repairs - completed

· Tree trimming – NCC have trimmed some in the area
19/34
Financial Matters

a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £5241.61 and £5785.35 for July & August 2019 be approved.  
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b) Current financial statement £164,706.57 – sent to councillors prior to the meeting.  
c) RESOLVED that Cllr P Armstrong and L Brown to authorise the bacs payments for August 2019
d)  The recommendations from the Finance Working Party regarding the transfer of funds from the current account to the savings account and the adoption of policies were not discussed and deferred to the next meeting.
19/36
Recreation Grounds
a) The Clerk stated that the Perspex had been damaged in the bus shelter next to the recreation ground.  It was agreed to give delegated powers to the Clerk in order to get the bus shelter repaired.
b) After discussion it was agreed not to charge the Saturday workshop for using the recreation ground.  
Concern was raised regarding activities that were being organised on the recreation ground without the approval of the parish council as it was uncertain if risk assessments and insurance were in place to cover the event.  It was noted that a ladies football team were seeking players in order to use the recreation ground and the Clerk was asked to contact the organiser.

19/37
Highways – 
a) Nothing to report
19/38
Little Irchester/Knuston
a) Nothing to report
19/39
Cemetery/War Memorial
Request had been received for the pc to purchase further watering cans.  It was RESOLVED to purchase 6 watering cans. It was noted that weeds appearing on the gravel even though the area had been weed killed several times.
19/40
Planning

· WP/19/00453/FUL – Demolition of single storey conservatory and erection of single storey with roof lantern – re submission – 152 Station Road – no objections
· WP/19/00470/FUL Proposal: Two storey side extension and a single storey rear extension. Location: 39 Farndish Road, Irchester, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, NN29 7BD - withdrawn
19/41
Community/Consultation Events
a) It was agreed to publish ‘why be a councillor’ in the next 2 editions of the Village Voice
b) RESOLVED to purchase 2 sets of batteries for the defibrillators at a cost of £93.00 plus vat each.
c) An accident had occurred in which part of the Village Hall wall had been knocked down. After receiving quotations to have the wall repaired it was noted that the tree roots were causing damage and the trees would need to be removed. 
PA & LB left the meeting.  JP elected to Chair the meeting.

The lengthsman had removed the rubble from the area and it was requested that an invoice for his time be sent to the village hall for recovery from the insurers.

After discussion it was agreed that the parish council would pay to have the trees removed.  RESOLVED that the Clerk have delegated powers up to £1200 in order to arrange for the removal of the trees.
PA & LB rejoined the meeting.  PA in the Chair
19/42
Correspondence
Email from resident re parking as per public session
19/43
Exclusive to public and press
RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
Bridges – The Bridges guidance was agreed with the purchasing of a frame and paper
Library – The condition survey had been carried out by Northants County Council and sent to councillors for comments.  No further information has yet been received.
Parsons Hall – The Youth Centre Trust had stated that they were applying for CIO status and have asked the parish council for a new up to date lease. 
AM and DM left the meeting.

After discussion it was agreed that the Clerk visit the council solicitor in order to discuss the preparation of a new lease.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.40 pm



Chair
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