     Stonham Aspal Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held at 7pm on Tuesday 6th January 2026 at Stonham Aspal Football Club

          Present: Cllr Emberson (Chair), Cllr Morley (Vice-Chair), Cllr Mitson, Cllr Brooks, Cllr Wright
          Attendance: Members of the public and Sam Pass (Clerk)
O
	25.156
	Member Absences 
Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Mullings


	25.157
	Declaration Pecuniary and non-Pecuniary Interest 
None declared.


	25.158
	Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
The minutes of the meetings held on 2nd December 2025 were unanimously agreed as a true record and duly signed by the Chair.

	25.159

25.159.1


25.159.2
	Consideration of Reports by the District Councillor and County Councillor

County Councillor Matthew Hicks was not in attendance, his report can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/ 

District Councillor Nick Hardingham was not in attendance, report which can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/ 


	25.160
	Contributions by Members of the Public
There were no contributions from the members of the public.


	25.161

25.161.1


25.161.2











25.161.3
	Planning

Consideration of Planning Applications
There were no planning applications to consider

Decision Notices
DC/25/04146 | Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/24/04249 - Condition 3 (Staircase and Fenestration) and 5 (Biodiversity Enhancement Measures) | Symonds The Street Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6AG – granted

DC/25/04571 | Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/25/00124 - Condition 4 (Landscaping) and 5 (Boundary Treatment) | Land To The Rear Of The Leas Quoits Meadow Stonham Aspal Suffolk – granted 

DC/25/05005 | Application for Works to Trees Subject to Tree Preservation Order MS317/T1 - Reduce 1 no. Oak (T1) to previous pruning points. | 5 Jigsaw Place Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6DA - granted

Other planning matters
There were no other planning matters discussed

	25.162

25.162.1














25.162.2

	Finance

Authorisation of payments
The following payments were approved and the payment sheet signed by Cllr Emberson and Cllr Brooks: 
i. Clerk salary for November and December £463.56
ii. Clerk office expenses for printing £3.58
iii. Magnets for notice board £4.98
iv. Microsoft subscription £84.99
v. HMRC P30 £174.00
vi. MSDC play equipment inspection £75.40
vii. Mid Suffolk Citizen Advice donation £100.00
It was noted that Cllr Wright will be absent for the next two meetings. Members agreed that Cllr Morley will provide dual authorisation of payments on behalf of Cllr Wright during this period. Cllr Wright will provide the necessary training to facilitate this arrangement.

To agree budget and precept for 2026/27
i. Members agreed to the budget.
ii. Members agreed for the precept to remain at £7,000.00.  The precept form was completed and signed by the Chair and Clerk.

	25.163
	Governance
To review and adopt the IT Policy for Assertion 10 requirements:
Members agreed the policy which was signed by the Chair.

	25.164

25.164.1

25.164.2







25.164.3







25.164.4



25.164.5
	To receive reports from Councillors assigned to the following:

i. People and Place Plan by Cllr Morley – no update
ii. 
iii. Recreation ground by Cllr Brooks 
The need to repair the stepping bridge was reported. It was suggested that a partial refurbishment be investigated, to include groundworks and removal of rust.
i. Cllr Emberson to contact MSDC for signposting to companies they use.
ii. Councillors are due to meet on site on 30 January at 2.00 pm.
iii. It was suggested that a working party be established.
iv. It was agreed to continue with the MSDC inspection process for continuity.
iv. 
v. New notice board by Cllr Emberson
vi. Orbit have agreed to the proposed location of the notice board at the entrance to the site.  The Parish Council will purchase the notice board; however, further investigation is required regarding the supply of the post and the installation of the board.
i. The Clerk will contact Orbit to ask whether they would be able to assist with installing the notice board. 
ii. The Clerk will contact the notice board supplier to confirm whether posts are supplied.

vii. Village signs by Cllr Morley 
viii. We are awaiting cost information from Suffolk Highways. We are also awaiting further details from Suffolk Highways regarding the provision of a give way sign on The Pound.
ix. 
x. Thermal imaging camera by Cllr Brooks
xi. The week we had the device the weather was mild, but we have the device again from 28th January – 4th February. 

	25.165

25.165.1






25.165.2
	Update on the following

Licence for the 20mph flashing sign / approval of spend
Cllr Brooks has partially completed the licence application. The suggested location is near the existing “20’s Plenty” sign, which would also help to slow traffic approaching from Scotts Hill. The alternative location is just before the church; however, the verge is very narrow. There may be a small, grassed area where the sign could be sited, and Cllr Brooks will visit the resident to discuss this. Refer to expenditure under agenda item 25.167 (CIL application).

Speed survey for the junction of Scotts Hill
It was agreed to continue with the survey at a cost of £415 net.

	25.166
	Dog fouling at the football ground 
The Chairman of Stonham Aspal Football Club has agreed to the installation of a dog bin, with the location to be determined. Funding for the purchase of the bin will be met from CIL funds received, and the ongoing emptying of the bin will be funded by the Parish Council. All members agreed.

	25.167
	To discuss and consider submitted applications for Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding
The company named on the form supplies the signs and posts only and does not provide installation. It will therefore be necessary to arrange to install the signs using concrete and to fit the sign to the post and install the solar panel. It was suggested that this be discussed with Suffolk Highways. The current estimated cost is £6,100, which includes the cost of two posts but excludes the licence fee and any additional costs for installation.

	25.168
	To note any communications
i. The Council was pleased with the level of public participation at the last meeting regarding speed concerns.
ii. Installation of 20mph flashing signs is being progressed.
iii. The Council is looking to refurbish the play area at the recreation ground and is inviting suggestions from residents on equipment requirements.
iv. A new notice board and dog bin are being installed.
v. A reminder to all dog owners to clear up after their dogs, helping to keep the countryside and football pitch free from dog fouling.
Cllr Emberson has received positive feedback regarding the communications currently being provided by the Parish Council.

	25.169
	Update on any other matters arising from previous meeting 
Stonham Barns is scheduled to be wound up on 26 January 2026 if any outstanding debts have not been paid. 
The Stonham Aspal Community Council are working with the Football Club to hold a fête at the site in June or July.

	25.170
	Agreed proposed date of next meeting on 3rd February 2026 – urgent matters only
Cllr Wright gave his apologies for the next two meetings

	
	Chair closed the meeting at 20:40



Sam Pass, Clerk & RFO to Stonham Aspal Parish Council, Sapc.clerk@yahoo.co.uk, 11/01/26
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