

ANNUAL MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Draft Minutes of meeting held on 21st May 2026 at the Sports Pavilion, Playing Field
Present:-
Councillors, Charley Grimston (CG) (Chair), Graham Butcher (GB) (Vice Chair), Stephen Beale (SB) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC). 
In attendance:- 
Outgoing Chair Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB), District Cllr Grace Conway-Murray (GCM) and two members of the public.
1.  APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS (19.30)

MKB, being the outgoing Chair, officiated at this procedure.  All councillors present having signed Acceptance of Office forms, and JB having signed hers previously, the election of a Chair and Vice Chair for the coming year was carried out.  

Chair – CG – proposed CG, seconded SB, carried unanimously.

Vice Chair – GB – proposed GB, seconded SB, carried unanimously.

Acceptance of Office forms for these positions were duly signed and witnessed.

CG thanked MKB, on behalf of the new PC, for all his hard work over the 23 years of his Chairmanship and MKB then left the meeting.

2.  APOLOGIES (19.40)

Apologies were received from District Cllr Nigel Simpson (NS), District Councillor Jean Conway (JC) and Cllr Jaqui Bursnall (JB).     
3.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.41)

CG declared an interest in flooding issues.  

Resolved  (i)  SC to enquire with relevant officers whether it could be possible for CG to discuss some flooding issues.   
4.  MINUTES (19.43)

The minutes of the meeting of 7th April 2026 were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the minutes on the web.  

5.  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (19.44)

GCM reported that a full meeting of the new District Council had taken place on May 20th and new leaders had been established.  There is news of the VAS signs from OCC, the posts are hopefully to be fitted by the end of June.  GCM has spoken to OCC regarding the salt bins and confirms that individual bins can be filled by OCC upon request (usually during September and October), rather than the PC holding a bag of salt.
Resolved  (i) SC is to find out the cost, if any, of the bin filling service.  

6.  OPEN FORUM (19.44)

No issues were raised.

Resolved  (i) To note the position.  
7.  MATTERS ARISING (19.45)
7.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issues were discussed.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  The PC is to ask the insurance company for a reduction in the cover and therefore cost for the pavilion, following a recent re-evaluation, proposed CG, seconded SB, carried unanimously.  (iii)  As the new lease is to be a ‘repairing lease’ the PC will obtain a quote for the estimated cost of making the pavilion good before the lease is signed, proposed CG, seconded GB, carried unanimously.  (iv)  SC is to ask for a copy of the Sports Club insurance.  (v)  SC is to obtain the lease solicitors details from MKB.

7.02
Spinney Developments  This matter was carried forward.            

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda. 
7.03
Flooding  This matter was carried forward     

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
7.04
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  This matter was carried forward.  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda. 
7.05
Funding for Play Area fence  This matter was carried forward.                      

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.                    
7.06
Speeding  This matter was carried forward.    

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda. 
7.07
VAS Signs  This issue was discussed under Section 5.    

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to continue to liaise with GCM as to dates.      

7.08
Problem Vehicles  This matter was carried forward.    


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
7.09
Overgrown signs  This matter was carried forward.  

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.      
7.10
Newsletter  This matter was carried forward.  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda. 
7.11
Street lamps  This problem has been sorted out.  

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.

7.12
Christmas Lights  These have now been mended.  

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  

7.13
Councillors Standing Down  Necessities arising from the standing down of the former PC were discussed.    

Resolved  (i)  All councillors agree their new .gov.uk email addresses.  (ii)  The format of the new PC contact list is confirmed.  (iii)  SC is to produce this and place it on the noticeboards and website. (iv)  The PC will look to co-opt at the July meeting, proposed CG, seconded GB, carried unanimously.  (v)  SC will furnish the PC with a list of locum clerks in order to improve resilience.  (vi)  The purchase of a safe is to be an item on the next agenda.  (vii)  There is to be a meeting for co-option on the date of the next meeting, followed by the main meeting – this is so that the co-opted councillors can participate in the next full meeting.  
7.14
Bus Service  This matter was carried forward.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.
8.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.00)
The monthly financial reports for April were presented.  Internal controls for April were postponed until the next meeting.  The S137 expenditure for the previous financial year was presented for review.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid.  The full list of invoices, both from the agenda and any arriving since, was presented and signed.     
It was reported that there was £23,074.99 in the Treasurer Account and £5,423.47 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following had been received during April:

£196.00 from Sports Club – quarterly grass cutting contribution

£7,650.00 from CDC – precept first tranche

£1,611.01 from HMRC – VAT refund for 2025/26 financial year
The following had been paid out during April:

£20.99 to Hugo Fox (c/o Go Cardless) (General admin – email costs – pcm subscription)

£376.17 to Jo Brooks (Running costs – trees and materials for the spinney)

£6.95 to Npower (Running costs – electricity)

£55.00 to Community First (General admin – membership subscription)

£11.99 to Hugo Fox (c/o Go Cardless) (General admin – internet costs – pcm subscription)

£116.00 to SLCC (Running costs – membership subscription)

£302.02 to CDC (Running costs – dog bins)

£149.76 to Debbie Bloomfield (S137 – posters for Finmere Fair)

£374.25 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website) April payment

£82.00 to HMRC (General Admin – income tax)

£5.47 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website – SO correction) 

The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – Salary/expenses/allowances/tax – May - £461.72 (LGA 1972 S112)

Mijan Ltd – account package subscription - £84.00 – (General admin)

Stevens Landscape Management – Grass cutting - £354.00 (Running costs)

Light Lunches/Tuesday Teas (c/o Jo Brooks) - £179.35 (S137 from assigned reserves)
Clear Councils Insurance - £1,146.33 – Insurance renewal (General admin)

Two more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.

Hugo Fox – direct debit for .gov.uk emails – £20.99pcm (General admin)

Hugo Fox – direct debit for website - £11.99pcm (General admin)

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to postpone internal controls until the next meeting.  (iii)  To accept the S137 expenditure review.  (iv)  To approve payment of invoices, with the exception of the insurance renewal, which is to be queried, see Section 7.1 above.      
9. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.15)
There has been one request for S137 monies from the Tuesday Teas/Light Lunches initiative.  One invoice had been agreed for payment under urgent business.       
Resolved (i) To note the position.    
10.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.16)
No further news has been received.        
Resolved (i) To note the position. 
11.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.20)
GB reports that he has walked the playing field this month.  Other matters were discussed.              
Resolved (i)   GB is to undertake the weekly inspection of the play area from the first week of June onwards.  (ii)  SC is to notify previous councillor who has been filling in that this will be the case.    
12.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.24)
No new resident is known of this month.                     

Resolved (i) To note the position.        
13.  REVIEW OF POLICIES – STANDING ORDERS/FINANCIAL REGULATIONS/CODE OF CONDUCT/COMPLAINTS AND DISCIPLINARY/GRIEVANCE/FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/DATA PROTECTION/PRESS-MEDIA POLICY (20.25)
The policies having been circulated beforehand and SC having confirmed that no statutory corrections were necessary councillors reviewed all policies.   

Resolved  (i)  To change the wording of Standing Orders Section 3 x (regarding meeting length) to read 2.0 hours rather than 3.5 hours, proposed CG, seconded GB, carried unanimously  (ii)  Further GDPR paperwork is to be addressed on the next meeting agenda.  (iii)  SC is to put the revised policies on the web.  

14.  REVIEW OF ASSETS (20.35)
The asset register having been circulated it was reviewed.  
Resolved  (i)  SC is to produce a more detailed register for the next meeting.  (ii)  This is to show the physical location and the insurance value of significant assets.  (iii)  The war memorials are to be split into two categories, with the Silent Soldier memorials held separately.

15.  REVIEW OF MEMBERSHIPS (20.42)
The list of memberships was reviewed.  

Resolved  (i)  To continue with all current memberships, proposed CG, seconded GB, carried unanimously.  

16.  REVIEW OF COMMITTEES/GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE (20.45)
The current situation was reviewed.  
Resolved  (i)  To continue having no established committees.  (ii)  To note that the general power of competence cannot be exercised until a further election takes place.

17.  INSURANCE RENEWAL (20.52)

The PC has obtained an extension on the renewal date of 14 days (June 15th).  The new valuation for the pavilion, as discussed in Section 7.1 above, is to be submitted to Clear Councils insurance.  

Resolved  (i)  To await a reply from Clear Councils on a new valuation.  (ii)  To assess that valuation and agree under urgent business if appropriate.  
18.  MEETING DATES FOR 2026/27 (20.55)

The dates for the next year’s meetings are discussed.  It is hoped that once co-option has taken place there will be sufficient councillors to avoid having to change many meeting dates due to holidays etc. 

Resolved  (i)  To hold meetings on – July 9th (Thursday)/September 9th/November 10th/Jan 12th 2027March 9th/May 4th and May 11th for the APM (All Tuesdays)
19.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.08)

MW.0059/26 – Landfill – details pursuant to Condition 13 – Water Quality Monitoring

MW.0060/26 – Landfill – details pursuant to Condition 14 – Environmental Management

MW.0061/26 – Landfill – details pursuant to Condition 15 – Restoration Landscaping

26/00105/CDISC – confirm no objection from CDC to MW.0059/26

26/00756/F – Finmere Grounds Farm – installation of static caravan for three years
Resolved  (i)  GB points out that shallow ponds may give off odour if they are contaminated with leachate.  (ii)  GB to provide SC with some suggestions for comments on MW.0059/26.  (iii) to note the position with other landfill applications.  (iv)  GB is to look into 26/00756/F and to circulate comments.  (v)  It is felt that the PC should stress the importance of adherence to the temporary nature of this application.

20.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.14)
Correspondence for meeting 
None
Emails printed 

Issues already covered on the agenda
a-Invite to flooding liaison meeting

b-Play area inspection report booking request

Emails forwarded 

Issues already covered on agenda

OALC April newsletter – for info 
SLCC Weekly News Digest – for info
NALC Events – for info
NALC Chief Executive Bulletins – for info
Community First Spring Newsletter – for info
c-Playing field hedge gap report with photo

d-Boundary Commission request for assistance 
e-HS2 Community and Environment Fund – for play area fence if we proceed

f-Landline switch off information – for vulnerable (do we put on website?)

OCC Community News – for info 
g-Parish Liaison Meeting invite – Castle Quay, Wednesday June 10th, 6.10pm

Police and Crime Commissioner update – for info 

HS2 update and apology – for info 
Usual reports – for info 
Resolved (a) This is a meeting set up at the request of Calum Miller MP following a contact from the PC some months ago.  GB will attend to represent the PC.  (b)  This request has been forwarded by a former councillor.  SC is to book the inspection, proposed CG, seconded GB, carried unanimously.  (c)  It is not felt that this gap is a matter for the PC.  (d)  The PC does not feel in a position to offer help at the present time.  (e)  This is to be an agenda item at the next meeting in July.  (f)  SC is to put this information onto the website under local notices.  (g)  No councillor is available to attend this meeting.  

21.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.22)
OALC Training – OALC have offered to come out to give training to the whole council once co-option has taken place.

List of Dates – CG suggests that the PC should have a list of significant dates produced, so that councillors are all aware of the calendar of events that need to be prepared for and addressed.  
Employment Contract – CG feels that the Clerk/RFO needs a more up to date form of employment contract. 
Resolved  (i)  SC to obtain a quote from OALC for this work.  (ii)  SC is to produce and circulate this document.  (iii)  The employment contract is to be on the agenda for July. 
22.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (21.25)
The date of the next meeting is Thursday July 9th 2026 – a co-option meeting followed by the main PC meeting.      
Meeting closed at 21.26.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 
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