[bookmark: _Hlk63157061]Longframlington Parish Council

MINUTES OF MEETING

	Meeting on:		6th April 2022
	Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington	
	Meeting time:		7:00 pm
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Gillian Nelless (GN), Dave Wellden (DW)
	In attendance:		Clerk
The meeting opened at 7.06 p.m.	
1) [bookmark: _Hlk100302336]Apologies for Absence – Allison Davis (AD), Diane Lakey (DL)
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 18 below 
a) Longframlington Web Usage Quarterly Report 1 Jan -31 Mar 2022
b) [bookmark: _Hlk100041633]NCC Validation Checklist
c) Queen’s Jubilee
3) Declaration of Interests – None 
4) Gifts & Hospitality – None 
5) Community Police Report- None 
6) County Councillors Report – None
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd March 2022 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record and signed as such. Proposed DW, Seconded GN, All in Favour.
Housekeeping Issues.
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes 
a) Councillor Vacancy. The vacancy had been advertised. Members had been asked if they knew anyone who may be interested/appropriate but to date no-one was forthcoming. The closing date for applications was Monday 25th April 2022. It was agreed to push this issue at the FramNews Activities Fair.					Action DW/GA
b) Proposal for new school. The letter had been sent to Councillor Guy Renner-Thompson, Cabinet Member for Children's Services, NCC and had been well received. It had been passed onto the education team who were preparing a response.
c) Embleton Hall/ North End trees and woodland walk. Nothing further to report. DW expressed concerns regarding public liability issues once the area was endowed to the Parish. It was agreed that the area would need to be transferred to the Parish in good order.
d) Traffic calming measures Rothbury Rd. NCC had twice promised a report on the impact of the traffic calming measures but this was still forthcoming. NCC had asked for the hedge to be cut back at the corner of the allotments/west end of the Green. The hedge would need a huge amount of cutting back to improve visibility which would have a significant visual impact on the area and the Parish Council were not in favour of this, particularly as the problem was due to a NCC design fault in the first place, locating the chicane at this point on the Rothbury Road.
e) BBC Big Build – Planetree House. The project was now complete and it was reported that the family were very happy with the outcome, which had well met their considerable needs. The BBC were ecstatic with the welcome and support they had received from the people of the village.
f) Village Inspection: Councillors reported on own areas and the Clerk was asked to bring the following to the attention pf NNC Highways and Local Services:
i. The footpaths within the village were in a very poor state of repair.
ii. Missing edging to the road at the corner of Knogley Way and Rimside Gardens
iii. Loose kerbs towards the bottom of Church street which were a tripping hazard.			   Action: Clerk
g) Trees in St Mary’s churchyard.  This has been reported to NCC Local Services. But nothing done as yet.
h) Longframlington Emergency Planning.  
i. Clerk had written to NCC requesting a meeting (including NPG). This had been passed on to the responsible officer: Helen Hinds. Last week a template of a Town Council Emergency Plan was received and circulated to members. This would help in developing the PC plan. They had also sent the government guidance for planning the coordination of spontaneous volunteers in emergencies. NCC were developing an emergency planning workshop programme which was to be trialled in May. Helen or one of her team were willing to meet with LPC, either at a PC meeting or at a specific Emergency Planning meeting. Members were asked to study the Town Council Emergency Plan Template and inform clerk within seven days as to whether they wished to call special meeting with the NCC Resilience and Emergency Planning team or invite them to next or subsequent PC meeting.			      Action: ALL
ii. An article on LEAP with information and to how to register as a vulnerable person or volunteer had been published in the FramNews. 
iii. Pat Booth had written to say that there was already a regular Longframlington Warm Hub club operating out of St Mary’s Church rooms and supported by CAN and NPG. They had 2 mobile induction jobs for cooking and catering size pans and oven trays as well as a fully equipped kitchen in the Church Room. Clerk had written to Pat to say that the PC would not want to get the two services confused and that LPC may need to reconsider the use of the term ’warm hub’ but that it would be also good to work together. Pat has indicated that they would be keen to be involved in the LEAP provision. It was agreed to call the LEAP provision the ‘Emergency Hub’. The PC welcomed the offer of working together.
9) Meetings to Attend / Attended. GF had met with an NCC Highways officer regarding the installation of two bus stops on the A697 adjacent the Cussins development, which had been made a condition of the approval of the Cussins planning application, even though at present there was only one bus 3x per week from Wooler to Newcastle passing this point. The proposal which had funding secured, was for two stops one either side of the road without a bus shelter. Members agreed that if this was to go ahead a stone bus shelter would be required with a pedestrian bollard to be considered for the middle of the road. There would need to be a more frequent and regular bus service to justify these bus stops. It was agreed that funding for this project should be pursued and if the bus stops did not materialise, that the agreement that the Parish Council should be able to use the funding for an alternative project should be allowed. NCC to provide further information.
10) Finance
a) Annual Pay Award and Salary Review 2021-22. The National Pay Award had finally been reached on rates of pay, applicable from 1 April 2021. Pay uprated by 1.75%. This would raise the clerk’s current hourly rate at SCP 9 from £10.86 p.h. to £11.05 p.h. Members agreed to implement the back-dated pay award with immediate effect and for backpay to be included within the Jan-Mar pay claim. The Members reviewed the Clerk’s salary and agreed an incremental increase from SCP 9 (£11.05 p.h.) to SCP 10 (11.28 p.h.) with immediate effect.
b) Notification of receipts in the months of March 2022. Approved.
	10/03/2022
	Butterfield
	Plot 18 Water only 2021
	10.00

	25/03/2022
	Funeral Services Ltd
	Mark Brown burial Winifred Brown plot purchase
	400.00

	25/03/2022
	Barclays Bank
	Interest
	0.15

	
	
	Total
	410.15



c) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments. Approved
	08/03/2022
	Citizens Advice Northumberland
	Donation
	100.00

	07/03/2022
	NCC
	Non- domestic rates Cemetery 
	0.00

	11/03/2022
	Mrs N G Apthorpe
	Best4Hedge plants reimbursement
	215.71

	11/03/2022
	Trustees of the 10th Duke
	Fencing materials dog walking area
	2309.44

	14/03/2022
	Tom Thorne
	Fence erection dog walking area
	1957.00

	16/03/2022
	British Gas A/C600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt
	16.17

	21/03/2022
	Longfram Memorial Hall 
	PC Annual Grant
	400.00

	23/04/2022
	Anglian Water 1035159
	Water rates cemetery
	12.94

	04/04/2022
	G Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses  
	456.93

	04/04/2022
	HMRC
	PAYE  
	113.60

	04/04/2022
	SLCC
	SLCC Membership Renewal
	134.00

	05/04/2022
	Gavin Christie
	Maintenance 
	185.00

	
	
	Total
	5900.79



d) Requests for donations. None. a letter of thanks had been received from Citizens Advice Northumberland for the donation of £100.
e) Bank Reconciliation to 5th April 2022. Approved.
		Balance per bank statements as at 25th March 2022
	
	
	£

	
	Community account
	
	
	51050.13

	
	Business Saver
	
	
	6104.92

	
	
	
	
	57155.05

	
	
	
	
	

	Less unpresented cheques   04/04/2022
	G Rhodes
	
	456.93
	

	04/04/2022
	HMRC
	
	113.60
	

	04/04/2022
	SLCC
	
	134.00
	

	05/04/2022
	Gavin Christie
	
	185.00
	889.53

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Uncredited Deposits              10/03/2022
	Butterfield
	Csh
	10.00
	

	25/03/2022
	Funeral Services Ltd
	chq
	400.00
	

	
	
	
	
	410.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	56675.52

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	56675.52



f) Annual Accounts, End of Year Audit and Annual Governance and Accountability Return.  The information and documentation to undertake the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) had been received. The end of year internal audit was booked for 19th April in order that the annual accounts and AGAR could be approved at the May meeting.											   Action: Clerk
11) Allotments  
a) Management. The one outstanding water rates payment had now been made. 
b) Maintenance. The replacement fence to the dog walking field/ Memorial Hall had now been erected. GF to remind Gavin Christie (GC) about the fence repairs in the allotments/dog walking area.				        Action: GF
12) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report. Nothing further to report at this time
b) Sports courts and playground Inspection – DW had carried out Sports Courts and Playground Inspection in preparation for the RoSPA inspection. The following required attention:
i) Attachment of wire netting at north end of sportscourt. GF to speak to GS	.			      Action: GF
ii) [bookmark: _Hlk100395884]Repairs to handrail over rills. 								     Action: DW
iii) If possible, repair rocker and cover spring with protection, if unable to repair remove full unit.	      Action: DW
iv) Replace sports court light.							                 Action: DW/GF
v) Monitor condition of oldest table.							                 Action: DW/GF
c) Play area/tank turn hedge & fence. Fence had now been installed and the new hedging had been delivered. The following actions were agreed
i) Inform Plot 13 holders that hedging to be removed during Easter holidays, probably Tues 12th/ Weds 13th April.												        Action: GF
ii) Co-ordinate hedge planting and recruiting & supervision of volunteers.				       Action: GA
d) Millennium Gates. The gates were to be replaced in the previous week but the blacksmith had contracted Covid. The gates were therefore to be replaced in the forthcoming week. The invoice had been received but not paid until the gates were replaced and so would be paid in 2022/23 accounting period.
13) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting. 
	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	21/03583/REM
	Land South of Fram Park: Reserved Matters application for - access, appearance, landscaping, layout & scale for a new detached dwelling
	Granted
	No objection

	21/01648/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields: Variation of Condition 18/03231/FUL allowed on appeal: APP/P2935/W/19/3242847 to allow plots to be discharged on a group of plots basis 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	21/04779/FUL
	Dairy Cottage, North End Farm: Construction of 4no. dwellings on plots 8 & 9. Relocation of SuDS basin &revision to road layout
	Granted
	No Objection

	21/04515/REM
	Former Quarry Land East of Framhill Farm -Reserved matters application for access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details 

	21/01136/FUL
	Land South of Embleton Hall: Construction of 1no detached dwelling (as amended)
	Refused
APPEAL
	See previous minutes for details.

	22/00156/FUL
	Planetree Front Street Longframlington NE65 8DR. Single storey rear extension to provide additional living accommodation.
	Withdrawn
	Support the Application

	22/00190/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields Longframlington Northumberland. House Types for Phase 2 amended
	Registered
	No Comment.

	22/00191/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields Longframlington Northumberland. Amendments to house types 1,6, 9, 10 and 13
	Registered
	No Comment.

	22/00281/VARYCO
	Land East of Granby Inn Front Street Longframlington Northumberland. To add front porches to each property
	Permitted
	No Objection

	22/00248/FUL
	Atheys Moor Airfield Longframlington Morpeth Northumberland NE65 8EG. Construction of 2No micro-light aircraft hangers to replace those destroyed in recent storms.
	Registered
	No Objection

	22/00443/FUL
	The Old Weigh Station C106. Proposed new access
	Registered
	No Objection

	22/00577/FUL
	3 The Paddock Longframlington. Proposed new access
	Registered
	No Objection

	22/00929/FUL
	The Tealing. Construction of detached 2 storey 3 bed property, with private access and front bin and bike store.
	Registered
	No Objection 

	22/00585/FUL 
	22/00585/FUL Coquetdale House Rothbury Road. Demolish single storey and conservatory porch and existing single story detached garage. Erect new single storey extension to rear and garage to side.
	Registered
	No Objection

	22/00590/FUL
	Canada Farm Longframlington. Phase 3 of the existing falcon breeding facility
	Registered
	No Objection



22/00336/SN Land South Of Lightpipe Farm Longframlington Street Naming. Due to planning regulations, streets were unable to be named after an individual until they had been dead for 20 years. Therefore, it was not possible to name a street after the late Cllr John Munro. Cussins had therefore put forward alternatives of Chapel View and Priory Place. The Parish Council considered these and agreed the following street names be proposed as being more appropriate given that they related to the immediate vicinity of the development:
· Chapel Place instead of Chapel View as there was no view of the chapel from this location.
· Burn Rise instead of Priory Place as this was at the location of where Swarland Burn rises to the surface.
14) Cemetery issues:
a) Burials/Ashes internments. 
i) Mark Brown (Plot 299) buried 01/04/2022- Paid in Full. Approved.
ii) Winifred Brown (Plot 300) purchased – Paid in Full. Approved.
b) Memorial applications. None.
c) Maintenance.  The refuse operators were placing the bins into the bin store with their lids closed making it very difficult to access.  It was agreed to inform Local Services that as previously agreed we would like to request that the refuse bins be inserted into the bin store with handle facing outwards and the bin lids left open. 			   Action: Clerk
d) Cemetery Extension. All documentation requested by the solicitor had now been sent and the conclusion to the acquisition of the ownership of the land was now in their hands.
15) Action Plan – April 2022
a) [bookmark: _Hlk100395678]Sports Courts and Playground – Inspect in preparation for RoSPA inspection. DW had already done this.
b) Playground –bark chippings, order more if required. None required.
c) Review Risk Assessments for Parish Council and Cemetery.  One minor amendment, that the review of legal liability as a consequence of asset ownership would take place yearly instead of half yearly.			   Action: Clerk
Main Issues – These issues are allocated a longer time for discussion.
16) FramNews Activities fair.  It had been agreed that we could use a ballot booth for display as long as we got it out and put it back. Details for the preparation of the event had been received. The following was agreed:
	i. Get Ballot Booth from storage
ii. Produce Artwork and leaflet and photos
iii. Produce info on Neighbourhood Plan Projects
iv. Provide PC information
v. Provide x2 laptops (one for photo display, other for LPC webpage)
vi. Attend Event
	DW/GF
GA
GN
GN
GA
DW/GA


17) Report on outcome of case regarding criminal damage to village signs in 2020.  In 2020 several road and other signs in the village had been vandalised by graffiti. A man was arrested for this and other crimes. He was found guilty on all counts at Newcastle Crown Court on 17th March 2022 and given a 14 months’ imprisonment suspended for 2 years, rehabilitation activity and a 2-month curfew.
18) Any Urgent Business 
a) Longframlington Web Usage Quarterly Report 1 Jan – 31 Mar 2022

[image: ]
b) NCC Validation Checklist. The Email and links to the checklist and feedback form was sent to members in advance of the meeting. The PC had consulted on this in 2021 but this required updating because of the Northumberland Plan. No further action agreed.
c) Queen’s Jubilee 2nd -_5th June. Arrangements were in progress. Bill Reid had organised a meeting to plan the sports and running activities.  Children’s Fund Day to take place on Thursday 2nd June and Picnic in the Park on Saturday 4th June with themed costume as optional. A future discussion to take place regarding an annual village celebration event. The Jubilee celebrations to be discussed in depth at the next meeting.
19) Date of Next Meeting.  		Wednesday 4th May 2022 at 6.45 p.m.
Annual Village Meeting, at 6.45 p.m.
Annual Parish Meeting immediately following Village Meeting.
Parish Council Meeting immediately following Annual Parish Meeting.


Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com	
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